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PREFACE, 


The  following  work  was  undertaken  in 
the  ardour  of  friendlhip,  and  from  a zeal  for 
the  interefl  of  truth,  the  civil  and  religious 
liberties  of  our  country,  and  the  improved 
education  of  the  rifing  generation,  without 
haying  to  count  the  coft,  or  to  conlider  the 
difficulties  which  lay  in  the  way  of  its  exe- 
cution. In  the  collecfted  motives  which  in- 
duced the  engagement  to  the  public,  there 
can  be  no  juft  caufe  for  cenfure.  In  the 
execution  of  the  defign,  the  editor  fufpends 
his  confidence,  and  refers  his  readers  to  his 
exprefs  ftipulations,  in  which  he  made  him- 
felf  refponfible  only  for  “ the  humble  pro- 
duce of  difinterefted  induftry  and  fidelity.” 

As  the  biographer  of  Dr.  John  Jebb,  and 
the  editor  of  his  works,  I have  availed  my- 
felfof  all  the  information  which  could  be 
derived  from  long  perfonal  knowledge,  and 
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from  an  intimate  and  uninterrupted  frlend- 
fliip : I have  alfo  liad  accefs  to  fome  private 
papers  which  demondrate  the  integrity  and 
piety  of  his  mind.  Neverthelcfs,  certain 
difficulties  and  embarraffiments  have  arifen 
in  both  departments,  which,  though  they 
were  in  fome  degree  forcfeen,  and  were  for- 
midable on  feveral  accounts,  have  neither 
been  flighted,  nor  fuffered  to  impede  or  ob- 
ftrudl  my  progrefs.  The  recent  death  of 
Dr.  Jebb,  while  it  facilitates  the  knowledge 
of  fome  fadls,  involves  no  fmall  difficulty  in 
the  impartial  recital  of  them.  More  parti- 
cularly, as  he  bore  a confiderable  part  in 
tranfadions  of  a public  nature,  his  name  is 
neceffarily  conneded  with  many  living  cha- 
raders.  And  wholly  to  have  fuppreffied  all 
mention  of  others,  would  have  been  to  have 
overlooked  a fruitful  field  of  obfervation ; 
or  to  have  drawn  a curtain  before  that  mir- 
ror, in  which  both  our  contemporaries  and 
our  pofierity  will  look  for  truth  and  im- 
provement. To  have  affeded  an  excefs  of 
candour,  would  have  been  equally  blam- 
able,  as  it  could  not  have  been  maintained 
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without  more  important  facrifices.  If  on 
the  prefen t,  and  on  fimilar  occafions,  the 
workers  of  iniquity  meet  with  reproof,  they 
fhould  recolledt,  that  as  they  fowed,  they 
might  expedt  to  reap : and,  on  their  own 
account,  w”e  may  hope  they  will  feel  more 
pungent  mortification,  in  the  recolledion  of 
having  done  a wrong  and  injuflice  to  truth 
and  the  common  interefl  of  mankind,  than 
at  the  barely  being  reminded  of  it.  I will 
only  add,  that  as  I have  not  gone  out  of  my 
way  to  feek  infiances  of  defedion  from  vir- 
tue, for  the  fake  of  detailing  the  difgrace  of 
others,  but  have  rather  fupprefTed  in  filence, 
what  did  not  neceflarily  concern  my  diredl 
purpofe;  fo,  where  the  circumftances  of 
the  cafe  required  the  exhibition  of  what  ap- 
peared to  me  to  be  a criminal  delinquency, 
I have  brought  forward  the  fails,  and,  for 
the  mofl  part,  left  my  reader*  to  make  his 
own  comment;  at  lead,  when  my  fails  are- 
fpecial,  my  obfervations  are  general. 

Of  the  importance  of  events  and  of  pa- 
pers, different  perfons  will  form  very  con- 
trary judgments.  Some,  which  may  feem 
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uninterefting  in  the  prefent  moment,  may 
afford  not  an  unufeful  leffon  in  future  time 
and  on  fome  future  occafion : if  they  fliall 
not  produce  the  completion  of  thofe  blefhngs 
to  which  they  have  been  directed,  they  may, 
at  lead,  induce  a better  temper  in  the  oppo- 
nents to  their  edablidmient. 

But,  we  may  go  further  in  our  reafonable 
expedation  : we  owe  to  the  great  principles 
of  the  reformation  and  the  revolution  that 
portion  of  religious  and  civil  liberty  which 
we  do  enjoy ; and  in  the  cultivation  and 
comprehenfion  of  thefe  principles  in  their 
proper  extent,  we  may,  by  gradual,  and 
perhaps  not  flow  paces,  advance  in  the 
ways  of  peace,  to  the  perfedlion  of  our 
chriftian  and  confHtutional  privileges,  until 
both  prince  and  people 'fliall  enjoy  the  ut- 
moft  practical  extent  of  true  liberty  of  both 
kinds. 

In  the  difpaffionate  perufal  of  our  author’s 
labours,  the  members  of  the  church,  the 
univerfities,  and  the  date,  may  learn  wif- 
dom;  and  in  the  refledion  of  having  re- 
jeded  the  friendly  offers  of  his  ardent  defire 
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for  their  advancement  and  profperity,  they 
may,  at  fome  time,  inftancc  their  better  judg- 
ment by  their  reformation.  The  conhflent 
proteftant,  the  affedlionate  parent,  the  virtu- 
ous patriot,  will  admire  the  wifdom  and  zeal 
of  our  author  in  his  plans  and  exertions  for 
the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  the  improved  edu- 
cation of  youth,  and  the  reform  of  fome 
important  parts  of  the  political  conftitution 
of  their  country,  although  they  may  be  dif- 
pofed,  in  fome  cafes,  to  accommodate  to  the 
temporary  expediency  of  other  meafures, 
lefs  perfedive  of  true  liberty. 

My  particular  obligations  are  due  to  fe- 
veral  greatly  edeemed  and  very  refpedable 
friends,  for  their  communications  and  afiifl:- 
ances  in  various  ways,  the  recital  of  whofe 
names  would  do  me  much  honour;  but, 
unwilling  to  make  them  generally  refpon- 
fible  for  faults,  which  may  be  peculiarly  my 
own,  I deny  myfelf  the  gratification  of  mak- 
ing any  other  than  this  general  acknow- 
ledgment of  their  kindnefs. 
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The  patronage  which  has  been  afforded 
to  the  prefent  publication,  will  appear  to  be 
confiderable  from  the  numerous  and  refpec- 
table  fubfcribers,  whofe  names  are  prefixed ; 
but  it  has  been  rendered  fiill  more  confider- 
able by  feveral  inftances  of  fingular  munifi- 
cence, which  do  honour  to  human  nature, 
but  which  were  accompanied  with  a prohi- 
bition of  every  marked  diftindlion.  Thefe 
inftances  of  regard  for  the  memory  of  Dr. 
John  Jebb,  and  of  efteem  for  his  furviving 
confort,  have  greatly  contributed  to  excite 
my  own  attention  and  diligence,  as  they 
were  attended  with  the  moil  unequivocal 
evidence  of  the  acceptablenefs  of  my  under- 
taking ; an  undertaking,  in  the  event  of 
which  I am  no  otherwife  interefted,  than  as 
the  honour  of  my  beloved  friend,  and  the 
interefi:  of  truth  and  of  mankind  are  con- 
cerned. 

April  17,  1787. 
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Mr.  Gillman,  Warwick-court,  Holborn,  London. 

Rev.  F.  Gilborne,  M.A.  Redfor  of  Staveley,  Derbyfhire. 
Rev.  John  Gooch,  D.D.  Prebendary  of  Ely. 

Mr.  William  Goodwin,  Norris-green,  near  Liverpool. 
Rev.  Dr.  Gordon. 

Francis  Gofling,  Efq.  London. 

Mrs.  Macaulay  Graham. 

Robert  Graham,  Efq.  M.A.  Lincoln’s-inn,  London. 
Thomas  Green,  Efq.  Ipfwich,  Suffolk. 

Rev.  Robert  Greenaway. 

Rev.  Stephen  Greenaway,  M.A.  Old  Dalby,  Leicefferfhire. 
Rev.  Edward  Gregory,  M.A.  Rector  of  Langar,  Not- 
tinghamfliire. 

William  Gregory,  Efq.  B.A.  Trinity  college,  Cambridge, 
Rev.  William  Gretton,  M.A.  Littlebury,  Effex. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Grey,  M-A.  Trinity  college,  Cambridge, 
Edward  Griffith,  Efq.  Caernarvon. 

Jofhua  Grigby,  Efq.  M.P  Drinkfton,  Suffolk. 

Joffiua  Grigby,  jun.  Efq. 

Richard  Grindall,  Efq.  Broad-ftreet,  London. 

Mr.  William  Guy,  Surgeon,  Chichefter. 

I 

H. 

Rev.  Richard  Hackett,  M.A.  Redor  of  Beckir.gham, 
Lincolnlhire. 


b 


Rev. 
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Rev-  J.  Haggard,  Benington,  Hertfordfliire. 

John  Hailftone,  Efq.  M.A.  Fellow  of  Trinity  college, 
Cambridge. 

Rev.  Thomas  Halliday,  Norton,  Derbyfliire. 

Mrs.  Hallifax,  Chefterfield. 

James  Halls,  Efq.  Hornchurch,  ElTcx.  , j 

Thomas  Halfted,  Efq.  Cambridge.  j 

Rev,  John  Hammond,  M.A.  Cambridge. 

R.  Hamilton,  M.D.  Ipfwich,  Suftblk. 

Dr.  Hancock,  Salifbury. 

Mifs  Hancock,  Salifbury. 

Mrs.  Hancock,  Nottingham. 

Right  Hon.  the  Earl  of  Harborough. 

Capt.  John  Hare,  Lincoln. 

Mr.  John  Harris,  Swcetings-allcy,  London. 

Mifs  Harrifon,  York. 

Charles  Harvey,  Efq.  Temple,  London. 

Bufick  Harwood,  M B-  F.R.S.  Profeflbr  of  Anatomy  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

John  Hatfell,  Efq.  Clerk  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons. 
William  Hawes,  M D.  Great  Eaft-cheap,  London. 
William  Hawker,  Efq.  Poundisford-lodge,  Somerfetfhire. 
Chriftopher  Hawkins,  Efq.  M.P. 

Mrs.  H.  Hay,  Glynd-bourn,  Suflex. 

John  Heigham,  Efq. 

John  Hett,  Efq.  one  of  the  Mailers  in  the  Court  of 
Chancery. 

Rev.  J.  H. 

Samuel  Heywood,  Efq.  Harpur-flreet,  London. 

John  Pemberton  Heywood,  Efq.  Lincoln’s-inn,  London* 
John  Heywood,  Efq.  Trinity  college,  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Samuel  Heywood,  Attorney  at  Law,  Nottingham. 
Mr.  N.  Heywood,  Liverpool. 


Mr. 


\ 
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Mr.  B.  A.  Heywood,  Liverpool. 

Samuel  Hinde,  M.B. 

Rev.  Henry  Hodgfon,  B.A.'Corringham,  Lincolnfliire. 
Rev.  William  Hodfon,  M.A.  Fellow  of  Trinity  college, 
Cambridge. 

Mr.  H.  A.  Hole,  of  Jefus  College,  Cambridge. 

John  Holland,  Efq.  Derbyfhire. 

Rev.  Philip  Holland,  Bolton,  Lancafhire. 

Mr.  Richard  Holland,  Half-moon-ftreet,  London. 

T.  H.  Efq. 

Thomas  Brand  Hollis,  Efq.  F.R.S.  S.A.  Acad.  A.S.- 
New-England, 

John  Hollis,  Efq.  High  Wycomb,  Bucks. 

William  Hood,  Efq.  Chancery-lane,  London. 

Rev,  Charles  Hope,  M.A.  Minifter  of  All  Saints,  Derby, 
Daniel  Hopkins,  M.D.  F.R.S.  Huntingdon. 

Rev.  Dr.  Hornbrook. 

John  Howard,  Efq.  F.R.S.  Cardington,  Bedford/hire. 
Mifs  Howard. 

Rev.  John  Howell,  Yeovil,  Somerfetfiiire. 

William  Hunt,  Efq.  Biftiopfgate-ftreet,  London, 

Book  Club,  at  the  George-Inn,  Huntingdon. 

William  Hutchinfon,  Efq.  Eggleftone,  Durham, 

J- 

The  late  Rev.  Dean  Jebb,  Egham,  Surry. 

Samuel  Jebb,  Efq.  Chefterfield. 

Mifs  Jebb,  Chefterfield. 

Mr.  Avery  Jebb,  Chefterfield. 

J.  J.  B.  D. 

Edward  Jeffries,  Efq.  Treafurer  of  St.  Thomas’s  Hof- 
pital,  Southwark. 

b 2 
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Adam  Jellicoc,  Efq.  Highbury-place,  Middlefex. 

Adam  Jellicoe,  Efq.  for  the  reading  Society  at  Paul’s- 
head,  London. 

Edward  Jennings,  Efq. 

Rev.  Thomas  Jervis,  London. 

Mr.  Ingle,  B.A.  St.  Peter’s  college,  Cambridge, 

Rev.  Thomas  Joy,  B.A.  Smeaton,  Yorkfhire. 


K. 


Francis  Kemble,  Efq.  Swithin’s-lane,  London. 

Robert  Kennedy,  Efq.  London. 

John  Kent,  Efq. 

John  Kerrich,  Efq.  Harleflon,  Norfolk. 

Rev.  Thomas  Kcrrich,  M.A.  Horringer,  Suffolk. 
Godfrey  Kettle,  Efq.  Gower-ftreet,  London. 

Book  Club,  at  Kimbolton. 

Mr.  William  Kinnard,  Holbbrn,  London. 

Mr.  John  Kinder,  Cheapfide,  London, 

Rev.  John  King,  M.A.  Reflor  of  Witnefsham,  Suffolk. 
Rev.  Andrew  Kippis,  D.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.A.  Weftminfter. 
William  Kirkland,  M.D.  Chelmsford,  Effex. 

Samuel  Knight,  Efq.  Milton,  Cambridgefhire. 

L.  . 

W.  M.  Lally,  Efq.  Six  Clerks-office,  London. 

Rev.  Edmund  Lally,  M.A.  Vicar  of  Whitegate,  Chefhire. 
Rev.  James  Lambert,  M.A.  Fellow  of  Trinity  college, 
Cambridge. 

Mrs.  Lancafter,  Cambridge. 

Lane,  Efq.  Lincoln’s-inn,  London. 


Rev, 
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Rev.  J.  Lathbury,  Redtor  of  Levermore,  Suffolk. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  Edm.  Law,  Bifhop  of  Carlifle. 

Right  Rev.  Dr.  John  Law,  Bifhop  of  Clonfert. 

John  Leaper,  Efq.  Derby. 

Simon  Le  Blanc,  Efq.  LL.B.  Serjeant  at  Law,  Lin- 
coln’s-inn,  London. 

John  Lee,  Efq.  M.P.  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Counfel,  Lin- 
coln’s-inri,  London. 

Henry  Auguftus  Leicefter,  Efq.  Trinity  College,  Cam- 
bridge. 

Charles  Leicefter,  Efq.  Trinity  college,  Cambridge. 

John  Coakley  Letfom,M.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.A.  London. 
Sir  Watkin  Lewis,  Knt.  M.P.  and  Alderman  of  London. 
Library  of  St.  Peter’s  college,  Cambridge. 

Library  of  Queen’s  college,  Cambridge 
Library  of  Jefus  college,  Cambridge. 

Library  of  Havard  Univerftty,  New  England. 

Subfcription  Library,  Lincoln.  , 

Literary  fociety,  Lincoln. 

Medical  fociety  at  Lincoln. 

Rev.  Theophilus  Lindfey,  M.A.  Eflex-houfe,  London. 
Mr.  Lindfay,  Shire-lane,  London. 

Rev.  William  Lloyd,  M.A.  Recftor  of  Stamborn,  Eflex. 
Gamaliel  Lloyd,  Efq.  ' 

Mr.  Richard  Lobb,  Iflington,  MIddlefex. 

Rev,  Robert  Lock,  B.A.  Vicar  of  Farndon,  Notting- 
hamfhire. 

Capel  LofFt,  Efq.  Trofton-hall,  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Logan,  Surgeon,  Leeds. 

The  London  Library,  Ludgate-hill. 

Rev.  Alex.  Longmore,  LL.B.  Baddow,  Eflex. 

b 3 


Stephen 


Stephen  Lufhington,  Efq.  Upper  Harley  ftrect,  Cavefl- 
difh-fquare,  London. 

Rev.  J.  S.  Lufliington,  M.A.  Bottiftiam,  Cambridgelhire. 


M. 

Mrs.  Mackenzie,  Emmanuel-lane,  Cambridge. 

E.  L,  Mackmurdo,  Efq.  Cheapfide,  London. 

Philip  Mallet,  Efq<  Newington-green,  Middlefex. 
William  Manning,  jun.  Efq.  St.  Mary- Axe,  London. 
William  Manning,  Efq.  Yarmouth. 

John  Manning,  M.D.  Yarmouth. 

James  Mansfield,  Efq.  M.A.  one  of  his  Majefty’s  Coun- 
fel.  Inner  Temple,  London. 

Rev.  Thomas  Mantcll,  M.A.  Fellow  of  C.C.C.  Cam- 
bridge. 

James  Martin,  Efq.  M.P.  Downing-ftreet,  Weftminfter. 
Rev.  Thomas  Martyn,  B.D.  Profeflbr  of  Botany  in  the 
Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

Francis  Maferes,  Efq.  F.R.S.  Curfitor  Baron  of  the  Ex- 
chequer. 

The  late  Mr.  Maty,  M.A.  Under  Librarian  at  the  Britllh 
Mufeum,  London. 

Anthony  Lax  Maynard,  Efq.  Chefterfield. 

William  Middleton,  Efq.  M.P.  Crownfield-hall,  SufFolk# 
Rev.  Sir  Charles  Mill,  Bart. 

Thomas  Mills,  Efq.  Lincoln‘s-inn,  London 
Mrs.  Efther  Milnes,  Wakefield. 

Richard  Milnes,  M.D.  Chefterfield. 

James  Milnes,  Efq.  Thornes  Houfe,  Yorkfliire. 

Mrs.  R.  S.  Milnes,  Fryftone,  Yorkfhire, 

Frederic  Montagu,  Efq.  M.P.  Popplewick,  Notting- 
hamfbire, 

Rev 
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Rev.  StephenMoore,  MA.  VicarofBrodfworthjDeibyflilre, 

M. 

Rev.  John  Morewood,  M.A;  Chefterfield. 

Mr.  William  Morgan,  Equitable  Aflurance  Office,  New 
Bridge-ftreet,  London. 

Allington  Morley,  Efq.  Blue-bridge,  Halfted,  Eflex. 

Rev.  Richard  Mofeley. 

Francis  N.  C,  Mundy,  Efq-  Markeaton,  Derbyflilre. 

Rev.  Robert  Myddleton,  M.  A.  Fellow  of  Clarehall,  Cam- 
bridge. 

N. 

Rev.  Benjamin  Nailor,  Sheffield,  Yorkfliire. 

George  Nevile,  Efq.  Thorney,  Nottinghamfhire. 

Rev.  Henry  Newcome,  M.A.  Gresford,  Denbighfiaire- 
Book  Society  at  the  Kingfton  Arms,  Newark. 

Robert  Newton,  Efq.  Norton-houfe,  Derbyfhire. 

Andrew  Newton,  Efq.  Lichfield. 

Rev.  Henry  Norman. 

Rev.  Charles  Norris,  M.A.  Fellow  of  Trinity  college, 
Cambridge. 

Mr.  North,  Fleet-ftreet,  London! 

New  Book  Society  at  Nottingham. 

O. 

MifsOats,  Chefterfield. 

Scroope  Ogilvie,  Efq.  Sackville-ftreet,  London. 

Mrs.  Ogilvie. 

T.  H.  B.  Oldfield,  Efq.  Seaford,  Suflex. 

Rev.  William  Oldham,  B.D.  Bungay,  Suffolk. 

Mr.  Oldham,  Lombard-ftreet,  London. 

Rev.  Edward  Oliver,  D.D.  Re£lor  of  Swan feombe,  Kent. 

Craven  Ord,  Efq.  F.S.A.  London. 
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Ifaac  Ofbornc,  Efq.  Lawrence-Pountney-lane,  London, 
Rev.  Robert  Outlaw,  B-A.  Brockton,  Shropflrire. 

P. 


Mr.  Robert  Padley,  Burton-Jolce,  Nottinghamfliire. 
Jofeph  Paice,  Efq.  Bread-ftreet-hill,  London. 

Rev.  William  Paley,  M.A.  Archdeacon  of  Carliflc. 

Rev.  Thomas  Parkinfon,  M.A.  F.R.S.  Fellow  of Chrift’s 
college,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Samuel  Parr,  LL.D.  Hatton,  Warwickfhire. 

George  Frederic  Parry,  Efq-.  Grays-inn,  London. 

John  Parry,  Efq.  M.P.  Caernarvonihlre. 

Miles  Partington,  Efq.  Charles-ftreet,  Cavendifh-fquarc, 
London. 

Mrs.  Patrick. 

Sir  Gillies  Payne,  Bart.  Temsford,  Bedfordlhire. 

Rev.  William  Pearce,  B.D.  Maftcr  of  the  Temple, 
and  Public  Orator  of  the  Univerfity  of  Carnbridge. 

Mr.  M.  Pearfon,  Spital-fquare,  London, 

Mr.  Pearfon,  Bafmghall-ftreet,  London. 

Rev.  Peter  Peckard,  D.D.  Mafter  of  Magdalen  college, 
Cambridge. 

Hon.  George  Pelham,  Clare-hall,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Davies  Pennel,  B.A.  Mafter  of  the  Grammar  School 
of  Newark,  Nottinghamfhire. 

Thomas  Percival,  M.D.  F.R.S.  and  S.A.  MancheRer. 
Rev.  Andrew  Pern,  M.A.  Abingdon,  Cambridgeflilre. 
Rev.  Daniel  Philipps,  Yorkfhire, 

Philobiblian  Society. 

Mr.  Thomas  Pine,  Loofe,  Kent. 

Mr.  Jordan  Pine,  Maidilone,  Kent, 

Roger 
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Roger  Pocklington,  Efq.  LL.B.  Winthorpe,  Netting- 
hamfhire. 

Jofeph  Pocklington,  Efq.  Carlton,  Nottinghamfhireo 

John  Pond,  Efq.  Dulwich,  Surry. 

Sir  Ferdinando  Poole,  Bart.  Lewes,  SufTex. 

Rev.  Henry  Poole,  LL.B.  Reftor  of  Chailey,  Suflex. 

Rev.  Miles  Popple,  M.A.  Fellow  of  Trinity  collegCi 
Cambridge. 

Rev.  Harry  Porter,  M.A,  Fellow  of  Trinity  college, 
Cambridge. 

Rev.  John  Porter,  M.A.  of  Trinity  college,  Cambridge. 

Rev.  Thomas  Poftlethwaite,  B.D.  Fellow  of  Trinity  col- 
lege, Cambridge. 

Ifaac  Prefton,  Efq.  Lincoln’s- inn,  London. 

Rev.  Richard  Price,  D.D.  F.R.S.  Hackney,  Middlefex. 

Rev.  Jofeph  Prieftley,  LL.D.  F.R.S.  Birmingham. 

Lacey  Primatt,  Efq.  Alderfgate-ftreet,  London. 

Right  Rev.  Samuel  Provoft,  D.D.  Bifhop  of  the  pro- 
teftant  epifcopal  church  of  New-York. 

Mr.  Pugh,  Surgeon,  Chelmsford,  ElTex. 

R. 

Mr.  RadclifFe,  Walthamllow,  Eflex. 

Rev. William  Ramfden,  D.D.  Mafter  of  the  Charter  houfe> 
London. 

Rev.  VYilliam  Raftall,  Re£lor  of  Thorpe,  Nottingham- 
firire. 

William  Dickinfon  Raftall,  Efq.  M.A.  Lincoln’s-inn 
London. 

Mr.  Rathborne,  Liverpool. 

Mr.  John  Ratry,  Pater-noftcr-row,  London. 


R«v. 
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Rev.  Orbell  Ray,  B.A.  Toftoclc,  Suffolk. 

Mrs.  Rayner,  Sunbury,  Middlefex. 

John  Redman,  Efq. 

Rev.  Abraham  Rees,  D.D.  F.R.S.  Old  Jewry,  London, 
Mifs  Reeve,  Henden-houfe,  Berks. 

Richard  Reynolds,  Efq.  M.A.  Paxton,  Huntingdonffiire* 
Rev.  Anthony  Reynolds,  B.D.  Prebendary  of  Lincoln. 
John  Richards,  Efq-  Flambledown. 

Mr.  Ridgeway,  Fenchurch-ftreet,  London. 

Mr.  Roberts,  Trinity  college,  Cambridge. 

Thomas  Rogers,  Efq,  Newington-green,  Middlefex. 
Daniel  Rogers,  Efq.  Temple,  London. 

Rev,  George  Rogers,  M.A  Sproughton,  Suffolk. 

Lancelot  Rollefton,  Efq.  Wamall,  Nottinghamfliire. 
Samuel  Romilly,  Efq,  Grays-inn,  London. 

Rev.  Caleb  Rotherham,  Kendal,  Weffmorland, 

Mrs.  Routh,  Lambeth,  Surry. 

William  Ruflell,  Efq.  Birmingham. 

James  Ruff,  Efq.  Brampton,  Huntiflgdonfhirc. 

S. 

Rev.  Philip  Salter,  M.A.  Spenfield,  Effex. 

Thomas  Sandon,  M.D.  Chichefter. 

John  Sargent,  Efq.  Halfted-place,  Kent. 

John  Sargent,  jun.  Efq.  Lavington,  Suflex. 

Mr.  Satchell, 

John  Savory,  Efq.  Butcomb-court,  near  Briftol. 

Rev.  Andrew  Scot,  Doncafter,  Yorkfliire. 

John  Scott,  Efq.  Longborough,  Gloucefterlhlre. 

Rev.  Ruflell  Scott. 

Mr.  Seagreave,  Nottingham. 

Rev.  John  Seale,  M.A.  F.R.S.  Fellow  of  Chrifl;  college, 
Cambridge. 


Rev. 
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Rev.  Thomas  Seddon,  B,A.  Vicar  of  Norton-Difney 

Lincolnftiire, 

William  Seward,  Efq.  F.R.S.  and  S.A. 

William  Sharp,  Efq.  Fulham,  Middlefex. 

Grenville  Sharp,  Efq.  London. 

Right  Hon.  Lord  Sherard,  Clare-hall,  Cambridge* 

Rev.  Caftell  Sherard,  Huntingdon.  . 

Right  Rev,  Dr.  Jonathan  Shipley,  Bifhopof  St.  Afaph, 
Rev.  William  Shipley,  M.A.  Dean  of  St.  Afaph. 

Rev.  Jofeph  Shipton,  Chefterfield. 

Samuel  Shore,  Efq.  Norton-hall,  Derbyftiire, 

William  Shore,  Efq.  Sheffield,  Yorkfliire. 

Samuel  Shore,  jun.  Efq.  Lincoln’s-inn,  London, 

Bohun  Shore,  Efq.  Fourth  regiment  of  Dragoons. 

Alured  Henry  Shove,  Efq.  Lincoln’s-inn,  London. 

Mr.  S. 

Jofeph  Sikes,  Efq.  Newark,  Nottlnghamfliire. 

Mr.  Simpfon,  Fleet-ftreet,  London. 

Rev.  John  Simpfon,  Woodhoufe,  Leeds,  Yorkfliire. 
Edward  S.  Sitwell,  Efq.  Stainfby,  Derbyfliire. 

Rev.  Richard  Skinner,  B.D.  Redlor  of  Baffingham,  Lin- 
colnfhire. 

Rev.  John  Skynner,  B.D.  Eafton,  Northamptonfliire. 
Adam  Slater,  Efq.  Chefterfield. 

Philip  Slater,  Efq.  Newington,  Middlefex. 

Mr.  Richard  Slater,  Chefterfield. 

Baptift  Smart,  Efq. 

Abel  Smith,  Efq.  M.P.  -Willford,  Nottinghamfliirc. 
Robert  Smith,  Efq.  M.P.  Hampftead,  Middlefex. 

Samuel  Smith,  Efq.  Nottingham.  ' 

Colonel  W.  Stephen  Smith,  Secretary  of  the  Embafly 
from  the  United  States  of  America. 


Samuel 
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Samuel  Smith,  Efq.  Cannon-ftreet,  London. 

William  Smith,  Efq.  M.P.  Clapham,  Surry. 

Henry  Smith,  Efq.  Dowgate-hill,  London. 

George  Smith,  Efq.  London. 

John  Smith,  Efq.  London. 

Thomas  R.  Smith,  Efq.  Charics-Town,  South-Carolina. 
Rev.  C.  J.  Smyth. 

Francis  Smyth,  Efq.  F.S.A.  New-buildings,  Yorkftiire. 
Monfieur  Soules,  Paris. 

Mr.  Jofeph  Spurrell,  Upper  Clapton,  Middlefex. 

Mifs  Stamford,  Derby. 

Right  Honourable  Earl  Stanhope. 

Mr.  John  Stockdale,  Piccadilly,  London. 

John  H.  Stone,  Efq.  Hackney,  Middlefex. 

Mrs.  Stone,  Reading,  Berks. 

Mr.  William  Stone,  Rutland-place,  London. 

Mr.  A.  D.  Stone,  Univerfity  College,  Oxford. 

John  Storer,  M.D.  Nottingham. 

Mr.  Strutt,  Makeney,  Derbyfhire. 

Allan  Swainfton,  M.D.  York. 

John  Swale,  Efq. 

John  Symonds,  LL.D.  Profeflbr  of  Modern  Hiftory  in 
the  Univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Thomas  Symonds,  jun.  Fleet-ftrect,  London. 

S 

T. 

William  Tayleur,  Efq.  Shrewfbury. 

The  late  Rev.  Henry  Taylor,  M.A.  Titchfield,  Hants. 
Rev.  Peter  Taylor,  B.D.  Titchfield. 

Mrs.  Temple,  Fratton,  near  Portfmouth. 

Richard  Godman  Temple,  Efq.  Mortlake,  Surry. 

Mrs.  Temple,  Mortlake,  Surry, 


Rev, 
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Rev.  A.  Temple,  M.A;  Vicar  of  Eafby,  Yorkfhirc; 

P.  J.  Thellufon,  jun.  Efq. 

Mr.  Ifaac  Thompfon,  Merchant,  London. 

William  Thompfon,  M.D. 

Mr.  John  Thompfon,  jun.  Kendal,  Weftmoreland. 

Bache  Thornhill,  Efq.  Stanton,  Derbyfliire. 

Godfrey  Thornton,  Efq.  Clapham,  Surry. 

Henry  Thornton,  Efq.  M.P.  Clapham,  Surry, 

Robert  Thornton,  Efq.  Clapham,  Surry. 

Mr.  Thornton,  Clare  hall,  Cambridge. 

Capt.  William  Thornton,  firft  regiment  of  foot  guards, 
Framingham  Thrufton,  Efq. 

Rev.  Thomas  Thwaites,  B.D.  Worley,  near  SheiEeld, 
Richard  Tickell,  Efq.  Commiflioner  of  Stamp-duties, 
London. 

William  Tighe,  Efq.  Fellow  commoner  of  St.  John’s 
college,  Cambridge. 

Mr.  Tindall,  Attorney  at  Law,  Chelmsford, 

Rev.  Tongue,  Morton,  Lincolnfhire. 

Rev.  John  Torkington,  D.D.  Matter  of  Clare-hall,  Cam- 
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“ their.” 
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MEMOIRS,  &c. 


John  Jebb,  thefubjedt  of  thefe  memoirs, 
was  born  in  Southampton-ftreet  Covent- 
garden,  London,  on  the  i6th  of  February, 
1736,  N.S.  He  was  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  rev. 
Dr.  John  Jebb,  (who  was  the  youngeft  fon 
of  Mr.  Samuel  Jebb,  formerly  of  Mansfield, 
in  Nottinghamfliire)  dean  of  Cafhell  in  the 
kingdom  of  Ireland,  and  of  Ann,  daughter 
of  David  Ganfel,  efq.  of  Donyland-hall, 
near  Colcheder  in  Effex.^ 

He  received  the  elements  of  his  educa- 
tion at  different  fchools,  in  various  towns 
of  Ireland  and  England,  viz.  Drogheda, 

Carlow, 

* The  family  of  Jebb  were  formerly  fettled  at  Wood- 
borough,  in  Nottinghamfliire,  and  had  continued  there 
fome  time,  but  the  inheritance  was  fold  about  four  gene- 
rations ago.  The  arms  of  the  family,  are  faid  to  have 
been  in  the  windows  of  the  church  of  Woodborough, 
though  no  mention  is  made  of  the  family,  or  their  ar- 
morial bearings  by  Thoroton  in  his  “ Antiquities  of 
Nottinghamfliire.” — Dean  Jebb  died  Feb.  6th,  1787^ 
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ing  the  elementary  parts  of  language  and  fci- 
ence,  is  fometimes  fatal  to  a young  mind.  V ery 
fortunately  for  Mr.  Jebb,  it  feems  to  have 
beenalmoft  indifferent  to  his  literary  progrefs, 
in  how  many  places  he  received  the  leffons  of 
inftrudHon.  And,  as  the  englifh  univerfities 
acknowledge  the  legitimacy  of  their  relation- 
fhip  to  the  imiverfity  of  Dublin,  he  loft  no 
academical  time  by  his  removal  from  thence. 
Accordingly,  he  was  admitted  penfioner  of 
St.  Peter’s  college  in  Cambridge,  ^on  Nov. 
the  9th,  1754-;  under  the  tuition  of  the  reV'. 
Daniel  Longmire,  and  the  rev.  William 
Oldham,  who  were,  at  that  time,  the  two 
learned  and  much  refpedled  tutors  of  that 
college  : and,  during  the  vacancy  of  the 
mafterfhip,  by  the  refignation  of  Dr.  Keene, 
then  bifliop  of  Chefter,  and  previous  to  the 
appointment  of  Dr.  Law,  the  prefent  bifhop 
of  Carlifle. 

Early  in  1756,  Mr.  Jebb  was  feized  with  - 
a violent  fever  at  Cambridge,  which  obliged 
him  afterwards  to  go  to  Bath,  for  the  better 
re-eftablifhment  of  his  health.  As  foon  as 
he  recovered  his  ftrength,  he  returned  again 

to 
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to  the  univerfity.  Sometime  in  the  month 
of  May  he  kept  his  firft  a<5l  in  the  fophs’ 
Ichool,  and  pafled  the  fummer  vacation  in 
college,  when  he  applied  himfelf  to  clofe 
and  diligent  ftudy,  in  order  to  recover' the 
time  he  had  loft,  by  the  interruption  of 
ficknefs,  and  to  prepare  himfelf  for  the  pub- 
lic exercifes  of  the  following  winter,  pre- 
vioufly  to  taking  his  degree. 

Mr.  Jebb  being,  by  the  rules  of  the  uni- 
verftty  of  Cambridge,  entitled  to  the  terms 
which  he  had  kept  in  the  college  of  Dublin, 

he  conlequently  proceeded  to  take  the  degree 

• 

of  bachelor  of  arts  in  January  1757;  and 
his  place,  in  the  diftribution  of  honours  on 
that  occafion,  was  that  of  fecond  wrangler. 
And  when  it  is  confidered,  that  precedency, 
at  fuch  times,  was  only  to  be  attained  by 
fuperior  (kill  in  the  mathematics  and  natural 
philofophy } and  that  fo  eminent  a mathe- 
matician as  Dr.  Waring,  the  prefent  lucafian 
profeflbr,  was  the  firft,  Mr.  Jebb’s  place  be- 
comes equal,  in  honour,  to  the  higheft  dif- 
tindlion,  on  ordinary  occalions. 

Immediately  upon  having  taken  his  degree, 
he  undertook  the  charge  and  trouble  of  pri- 

B 3 vate 
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vate  pupils : and  continued  this  kind  of  tuto- 
rage, during  the  whole  time  of  his  future  refi- 
dence  in  the  univerfity.  His  unwearied  dili- 
gence, in  conducting  the  ftudies  of  fix  or  eight 
young  perfons,  at  feparate  parts  of  the  day, 
befides  the  purfuit  of  his  own  improvement, 
are  proofs  of  an  attention  and  labour,  not 
only  unufual  at  his  early  age,  but  frequently 
more  than  equal  to  the  confiitution  and 
abilities  of  the  moft  able  and  affiduous  at  any 
period  of  life. 

Biit,notwithfl;andingthe  hinderance  arifing 
from  this  courfe  of  tutorage,  he  obtained, 
in  1758,  the  fecond  prize  of  fifteen  guineas, 
annually  given,  by  the  members  of  the  uni- 
verfity, to  the  authors  of  the  beft  compofi- 
tions  in  latin  profe,  being  middle  or  fenior 
bachelors  of  arts.  Dr.  Roberts,  the  prefent 
provoft  of  Eton  college,  was  his  affociate 
in  fuccefs,  and  obtained  the  firff . The  fub- 
jeCl  appointed  for  thefe  exercifes,  this  year^ 
was;  “ Utrum  diverfarum  gentium  mores 
et  inflituta  folvi  pofTunt  ex  diverfo  earundem 
fitu,” 

In  the  month  of  June  1760,  Mr.  Jebb 
v-’as  admitted  probationer  fellow  of  St.  Pe- 
' ters 
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ter’s  college,  and  proceeded  to  the  degree 
of  mafter  of  arts  at  the  commencement  in 
the  fame  year ; and  on  the  firft  of  July 
1761,  was  confirmed  fellow,  byDf.  Maw^ 
fon,  bifiiop  of  Ely. 

On  the  fixth  of  June  1762,  he  was  ordained 
deacon  at  Buckden,  by  Dr.  John  Green, 
bifiiop  of  Lincoln  ^ and  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  September,  1763,  he  was  admitted,  by 
the  fame  bi(hop,  into  prieft’s  orders.  On 
this  laft  occafion,  he  preached,  in  the  chapel 
at  Buckden,  the  ordination  fermon,  taking 
his  fubjedl  from  Mark  viii.  38.  “ VVhofo- 
ever,  therefore,  fhall  be  afhamed  of  me, 
and  of  my  words,  in  this  adulterous  and  fin- 
ful  generation,  of  him  alfo  ihall  the  fon  of 
man  be  afhamed,  when  he  cometh  in  the 
glory  of  his  father,  with  the  holy  angels.” 
In  1762,  Mr.  Jebb,  and  Mr.  Watfon, 
fellow  of  Trinity  college,  (the  prefeht  bifhop 
of  Landaff)  were  eledted  into  the  office  of 
moderators,  at  the  difputations  in  the  fophs’ 
fchool  and,  again,  the  following  year, 

B 4 on 

• For  the  duties  and  importance  of  this  office,  in  the 
courfe  of  academical  exercifes  j fee  vol.  ii.  p,  285  — 
297, 
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on  the  tenth  of  Odober,  the  day  when  the 

I 

annual  officers  of  the  univerfityare  appointed, 
he  was  reinftated  in  the  fame  office,  in  con- 
jundion  with  Mr.  Fairclough,  of  St.  John’s 
college ; being  alfo,  the  fame  day,  eleded 
with  Mr.  Watfon,  to  the  place  of  taxor,  to 
wffilch  laft  office  both  of  them  were  again 
appointed,  at  the  ufual  return  of  the  annual 
eledion  in  1764. 

The  death  of  the  earl  of  Hardwicke,  oc- 
cafioned  a vacancy  in  the  office  of  high  Rew- 
ard of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge.  The 
candidates  for  this  honourable  diftindion, 
were  the  prefent  lord  Hardwicke,  and  lord 
Sandwich,  then  one  of  the  fecretarxes  of 
date  i and  the  conteft  was  conduded  with 
much  zeal  and  exertion  by  the  refpedive 
friends  of  thefe  noblemen.  The  influence 
of  government  was  in  favour  of  lord  Sand-r 
wieh,  and  is  generally  thought  to  have  been 
exerted  with  unequalled  diligence,  to  fay  the 
leaf:  lord  Hardwicke  derived  his  fupport 

from  thofe,  who  were  known  by  the  appel- 
lation of  friends  of  the  whig  intereft.  The 
ekdion  came  on,  March  30th,  1764,  but 

was 
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was  followed  by  a fcrutiny  of  votes,  between, 
the  prodtors,  and  the  bulinefs  was,  for  the 
prefent,  undecided.  The  date  of  the  poll, 
as  returned  that  day,  appeared  as  follows,  for 
lord  Hard wicke:  in  the  regent-houfe,  placets 
J03  ; non-placets  10 1 : in  the  non-regent 
houfe,  placets  108;  non-placets  108.  Nor  was 
the  eledlion  determined,  until  the  queftion 
had  been  before  the  court  of  King’s -bench  j 
which  court,  in  May  1765,  granted  a man- 
damus for  the  appointment  of  lord  Hard- 
wicke.  * 

But,  we  are  no  further  concerned  in  any 
queftion  refpedling  this  conteft,  for  the  high 
ftewardlhip  of  the  univerlity,  than  to  an- 
nounce that  Mr.  Jebb  voted  for  lord  Hard- 
wicke,  from  the  moft  difinterefled  motives, 
notwithftanding  the  mofl  complicated  and 
pointed  felicitations,  on  the  one  hand ; and 
the  mod;  trying  menaces,  and  threats,  on  the 
other.  In  confequence  of  his  inflexible  in- 
tegrity on  this  occafion,  he  fuffered  much 
at  the  time;  and  felt  the  effed:  of  the.  ad- 

verfary’s 

* See  this  cafe  reported  In  Burrows,  vol.  iii.  p.  1647 
— 1663,  alfo  irt  Blackftone,  vol.  i.  p.  547 — 553, 
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verfary’s  refentment,  at  one  of  his  own 
cleftions  for  a medical  appointment,  after 
an  interval  of  many  years. 

In  July  this  year,  he  began  the  fliudy  of 
hebrew,  under  Mr.  Ifrael  Lyons ; and,  pre- 
fently  after,  was  his  own  mafter  in  the 
arabic  language. 

On  the  22d  of  Auguft,  1764,  Mr.  Jebb 
was  collated  by  Dr.  Matthias  Mawfon,  bi- 
fhop  of  Ely,  to  the  fmall  vicarage  of  Gam- 
lingay,  near  Potton,  in  Bedfordfhire,  upon 
the  recommendation  of  Dr.  Law,  mafter  of 
Peterhoufe.  On  the  17th  of  the  following 
Odtober,  he  was  eledled  by  the  univerfity 
into  the  redtory  of  Ovington,  near  Watton, 
in  Norfolk,  after  a competition  with  the  rev. 
Henry  Turner,  then  fellow  of  St.  John’s 
college,  now  vicar  of  Burwell,  in  Cam- 
bridgefhire.  Upon  calling  up  the  votes, 
there  appeared  to  be  for  Mr.  Jebb,  91 ; for 
Mr.  Turner,  73  : and,  accordingly,  he  was 
inftituted  into  the  fame,  the  15th  of  De- 
cember following. 


On 
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On  the  29th  of  the  fame  month,  (De- 
cember 1764)  Mr.  Jebb  married  Ann,  eldeft 
daughter  of  the  rev.  James  Torkington, 
redor  of  Little  Stukely,  in  Huntingdonfhire^ 
and  of  lady  Dorothy  Sherard,  daughter  of 
Philip,  fecond  earl  of  Harborough. 

Early  in  the  year  1765,  Mr.  Jebb,  to- 
gether with  the  rev.  Robert  Thorpe,  fellow 
of  Peterhoufe,  and  the  rev.  George  Wollaf- 
tcn,  fellow  of  Sidney  college,  publifhed,  in 
a fmall  quarto,  a comment  on  thofe  parts  of 
Sir  Ifaac  Newton’s  Principia,”  which 
jnore  immediately  relate  to  the  lyftem  of 
the  world.  The  title  of  the  joint  work  of 
thefe  able  and  judicious  philofophers,  was, 
**  Excerpta  quasdam  e Newtoni  principiis 
philofophise  naturalis,  cum  notis  variorum." 
But  as  it  was  the  produce  of  the  united 
judgment  and  labours  of  three  friends,  with- 
out any  poTibility  of  difcriminating  their 
refpe6live  fhares,  it  mun:  remain  the  undi- 
vided and  honourable  property  of  them  all. 
And,  consequently,  however  valuable  in  it- 
felf,  is  excluded  from  a place  in  thefe  vo- 
lumes. The  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  con- 
tinues to  bear  teftimony  to  the  utility  and 

excellence 
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excellence  of  this  work,  by  the  general  ufe 
of  it,  in  the  courfe  of  academical  education. 
And,  becaufe  it  is  not  here  prefen  ted  to  the 
reader,  for  the  reafon  already  affigned,  I 
have  fubjoined,  in  a note,  the  judicious  ac- 
count given  of  it  in  a periodical  publication, 
that  fome  adequate  judgment  may  be  formed 
of  the  plan  and  execution  of  the  work,  and 
more  judice  done  to  the  learned  labours  of 
its  authors.^ 

* “ We  arc  often  ftruck  with  the  refcmblance  be- 
tween our  undertaking,  as  reviewers,  and  that  of  a tra- 
veller j for,  as  he  fometimes,  in  his  paffage  through 
a difagreeable  country  and  barren  defarts,  meets  with 
beautiful  profpedls  to  cheer  his  fpirits,  and  reward  his 
toil  j fo  we,  in  our  literary  tour,  meet  with  works  that 
give  us  real  pleafure,  and  tend  to  obliterate  the  uneafy 
fenfations  occafioned  by  reading  what  we  cannot  ap- 
prove. The  treatife  before  us  is  of  this  kind,  and  fuffi- 
ciently  appears  to  be  the  work  of  a very  able  mailer, 
though  he  has  thought  proper  to  conceal  his  name.  We, 
however,  imagine  that  it  will  be  no  great  difficulty  to 
thofe  who  have  feen  fome  late  pieces  by  a famous  profef- 
for,  to  guefs  at  the  perfon  to  whom  they  are  obliged 
for  this  performance, 

“ It  is  a comment  on  thofe  parts  of  fir  Ifaac’s  “ Princi- 
pia,”  which  more  immediately  relate  to  the  fyllem  of 
the  world  ; and  begins  with  a prooemium  in  which  is 
fliewn  the  neceffity  of  having  recourfe  to  the  do<flrinc 
of  prime  and  ultimate  ratios,  in  explaining  the  phaeno- 
mena  of  that  fyllem.  Here^  the  ingenious  author  has 
compared  fir  Ifaac  Newton’s  method  of  invelligating  the 

prime 
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It  will  not  be  thought  foreign  to  our  puf- 
pofe,  to  introduce  here  an  obfervation  of  a 

friend, 

» 

prime  and  ultimate  ratios  of  quantities,  with  that  of  ex- 
hauftion  ufed  by  the  ancients,  and  the  method  of  indivi- 
fibles  propofed  by  the  moderns,  and  clearly  fhewn  that 
it  excels  the  former  in  eafeand  fimpMcity,  and  the- latter 
in  the  certainty  of  its  principles.  We  fhaJl  add,  that 
he  has  illuftrated  this  dodlrine  in  a much  clearer,  and 
more  fatisfaclory  manner,  than  we  remember  to  have 
feen  in  any  other  writer. 

“ In  the  comment  on  the  firft  feflion,  the  principles 
and  reafonings  of  fir  Ifaac  Newton  are  explained  with 
much  greater  clearnefs  and  perfpicuity,  than  in  the  cele- 
brated commentary  of  Jacquier  and  Le  Seur.  The 
reader  will,  we  imagine,  be  fufficiently  convinced  of 
this,  by  comparing  the  explanation  of  the  Lemmas,  i, 
6 and  ri,  as  given  in  this  treatife,  with  thofe  inferted  in 
the  above  commentary. 

“ The  author,  in  the  fecond  and  third  fedflons,  has 
happily  made  fir  Ifaac  Newton  a commentator  on  him- 
felf.  It  is  well  known,  that  the  two  firft  books  of  the 
Principia,  are  purely  mathematical,  and  in  the  third,  fir 
Ifaac  has  applied  the  reafonings  in  the  former  to  the 
fyftem  of  the  world.  Our  commentator,  therefore,  has 
very  judicioufly  given  fome  parts  of  the  third  book,  as  a 
comment  on  the  firft. 

“ The  dcmonftration  of  the  fcholium  to  prop.  7,  is 
new,  elegant,  and  concife  ; and  thofe  of  cor.  2,  to 
prop.  9,  and  cor.  i,  to  prop.  15,  are,  undoubtedly,  the: 
demonftrations  which  fir  Ifaac  Newton  himfelf  would 
have  given. 

“ The  theorem  marked  ( r ) pag.  109,  is  curious,  and 
the  demonflration  fuch  as  might  be  expedlcd  from  fo 

mafterly 
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friend,  who  confiders  it  as  an  happy  cir- 
Cumftance  to  have  been  the  pupil  of  Mr. 
Jebb,  while  at  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge; 
and  who  is  grateful,  in  the  acknowledgment 
of  his  tutor’s  excellence,  by  more  fublfantial 
and  unequivocal  proof,  than  the  cold  con- 
felhon  of  the  relation  in  which  they  once 
flood  to  each  other.  When  I had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  you  the  lafl  time,”  writes 

he, 

mafterly  a hand.  Nor  mull  we  omit  to  mention  the 
method  of  finding  two  mean  proportionals,  pag.  152, 
as  it  is  performed  with  equal  elegance  and  perfpicuity. 

In  a word,  the  whole  of  this  commentary  is  remark- 
ably clear  and  inftruftive  ; but  the  illuftrations  of  fome 
parts  of  the  9th  fedfion,  book  i.  of  the  Principia,  de- 
ferve  to  be  diitinguiflied. 

“ We  could,  however,  with  that  the  ingenious  gen- 
tleman concerned  in  this  work,  had  confidered  more 
minutely  the  lunar  inequalities  ; and  we  hope  that,  in 
the  next  edition,  he  will  treat  that  fubjedl  in  a more 
copious  manner. 

“ But  a ftill  more  acceptable  prefent  to  the  republic 
of  letters,  would,  we  imagine,  be,  a commentary  on  the 
whole  Principia,  executed  by  the  fame  mafterly  hand  : 
being  perfuaded,  that  the  difficulties  which  now  attend 
the  reading  of  that  celebrated  work,  would  then,  in  a 
great  meafure,  be  removed,  and  the  britifli  youth  en- 
abled to  peiufe  the  writings  of  their  illuftrious  country- 
man with  eafe  and  fatisfacfion,  without  having  recourfe 
to  the  labours  of  any  foreigner,”- — See  Monthly  review, 
vol.  xxxiii.  p.  205. 
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he,  ‘‘  I mentioned  to  you,  that  Dr.  Jehh, 
in  his  mathematical  lectures,  ufed,  in  con- 
cluding Newton’s  * Principia,’  to  infift  on 
the  Newtonian  fyflem,  as  the  drongeft,  and, 
indeed,  only  rational  demondration  of  the 
exidence  of  a deity.  In  his  opinion,  we 
were  not  to  form  our  ideas  of  a God,  from 
abdrufe,  metaphyfical  reafoning,  but  from 
the  confideration  of  his  works.  Thus,  he 
would  endeavour  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
drength  of  the  deity,  by  calculating  the  force 
with  which  the  planet  Saturn  mud  be  pro- 
jedted  to  have  its  greated  velocity ; or  of  his 
wifdom  and  confummate  contrivance  as  an 
artid,  by  feledting  the  only  law  by  which 
the  force  of  gravity  could  vary  fo  as  to  en- 
fure  the  orbit  to  return  into  itfelf.  On  this 
account,  he  always  expreded  particular  ad- 
miration of  the  lad  chapter  in  Maclaurin’s 
‘ View  of  Newton’s  philofophy,’  and  often 
lamented  that  he  had  not  lived  to  finidi  it, 
as  it  contained,  in  his  idea,  by  much  the 
bed  demon dration  of  the  exidence  and  at- 
tribute of  the  deity. 

Another  opinion  of  Dr.  Jebb’s,  which 
druck  me  as  a mod  manly  and  noble  in- 
dance 
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f^:aftce  of  his  reliance  on  the  force  of  truth, 
was,  his  with  to  fee  every  dodrine  whatever 
.fairly  difcuffed  on  both  tides.  He  con- 
fidered  a man  who  publithed  a ferious  argu- 
ment againft  the  chridiian  religion,  or  againft 
the  exigence  of  a deity,  as  by  no  means 
criminal,  if  his  real  fentiments  accorded 
with  his  publication.  He  confidered,  that 
fuch  publications,  or,  indeed,  any  other 
'which  contained  ferious  argument,  and  not 
mere  ridicule,  might,  if  founded  in  error, 
be  confuted  by  the  fame  channel  through 
which  they  were  propagated.  But  thofe 
publications,  which  either  endeavour  to 
throw  a ridicule  on  ferious  fubjedts,  or  to 
feduce,  by  enflaming  the  paffions,  he  utterly 
abhorred  and  detefted.”*' 

After 

* Letter  from  John  Baynes,  efq.  dated  May  4.,  1786. 
We  may  alfo  here  add,  that,  Mr.  Thomas  Pearne,  for- 
merly of  St.  Peter’s  college,  and  who  was  diftinguifhed 
by  his  literary  attainments  in  the  univerfity,  bears  the 
following  honourable  teftimony  to  Mr.  Jebb’s  edifying 
manner  of  leduring:  “ I am  happy  to  affure  you,” 
writes  he,  in  a late  letter  to  a friend,  “ that  during  the 
time  of  my  being  Dr.  Jebb’s  pupil,  (a  time  I fhall  ever 
recolledl  with  the  higheft  fatisfadlion,)  he,  with  views 
much  more  enlarged  than  thofe  commonly  entertained 
by  the  generality  of  tutors,  ftudioufly  pointed  out,  in 

the 
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After  the  publication  of  the  **  Excerpta/* 
Mr.  Jebb  removed  to  Potton,  in  Bedford- 

fhire, 

tlie  courfe  of  his  lectures  upon  ^fewton’s  “ Principla,” 
every  circumftance  in  the  laws  and  operations  of  nature, 
which  he  thought  demonftrative  of  the  being  and  attri- 
butes of  God. 

“ As,  however,  fubjedls  of  this  kind  were  only  the 
incidental,  and  not  the  chief  and  immediate  bufinefs  of 
the  leftures  ; and,  as  I was  not,  at  that  time,  aware  of 
the  full  value  of  the  do£lor’s  obfervations,  I negledled. 
to  commit  them  to  writing.  At  this  diftance  of  time^ 
therefore,  being  more  than  twelve  years,  I cannot  with 
certainty  fpecify  anyof  the  particular  arguments  which 
he  ufed,  but  can  only  affirm  the  fa£l.  The  following, 
however,  I will  mention,  rather  with  a view  of  illuftrat- 
ing  the  dodfor’s  manner,  than  with  any  pofitive  recol- 
leflion  of  its  being  actually  one  of  the  many  proofs, 
which  he  noticed,  of  confummate  wifdom  in  the  con- 
ftitution  of  the  laws  which  govern  the  material  world. 
To  retain  the  planets  in  circular  orbits,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  the  accelerating  force  vary  in  the  inverfe  du- 
plicate, or  any  other  ratio  of  their  diftances  from  the 
center.  But  if  they  fhould  chance  to  be  difturbed  ia 
their  motions,  the  evils  that  would  enfuCj  upon  a fup- 
pofition  of  any  other  law  of  force,  would  be  immenfe. 
If,  for  inftance,  the  force  varied  in  the  inverfe  triplicate 
ratio  of  the  diftance,  the  circular  ortit  would  become 
a fpiral,  and  the  body  would  either  go  down  to  the 
center,  or  elfe  continually  recede  from  it,  further  and 

further. 
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fliire,  and  fettled  in  hired  lodgings  there, 
with  a view  of  being  near  to  Gamlingay : 
which  vicarage,  however,  he  refig ned  the 
19th  of  Augufi:,  1765*  having  held  it  not 
quite  twelve  months.  But  he  continued  at 
' Potton  from  April  to  November;  during 
which  time,  I find,  that,  befides  a great 
variety  of  other  employments,  he  read 
through  the  pentateuch  in  hebrew,  harmo- 
nized the  gofpels,  read  about  five  hundred 
verfes  in  the  Koran,  and  fome  other  things 
in  arabic,  and  ftudicd  geography.”  In  the 
latter  end  of  December,  he  returned  to  Cam- 
bridge, and  refided  in  a houfe  in  St.  An- 
drew’s 

further,  without  ever  returning.  Whereas,  if  the  force 
vary  in  the  inverfe  duplicate  ratio  of  thediftance,  which 
is  the  law  that  actually  prevails  in  nature,  the  circular 
orbit  will,  by  any  difturbance,  be  changed  into  an  el- 
lipfis,  and  the  body  continue  to  defcribe  a path,  which 
returns  into  itfelf,  acceding  to  and  receding  from  the 
center  alternately  : and,  of  any  future  difturbance,  the 
efte£l:  would  only  be,  that  the  body  would  defcribe  an- 
other ellipfis,  more  or  lefs  excentric  than  the  former. 
When,  therefore,  we  perceive  this  law  of  the  accele- 
rating force  eftablifhed,  in  preference  to  any  other;  and 
thus  find  thofe  evils  guarded  againft,  which  might  arife 
from  any  difturbance  in  the  motion  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,  we  muft  be  convinced  that  this  univerfe  is  under 
the  guidance  of  a wife  and  good  providence.” 
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drew’s  parifh.  In  the  following  fpring^ 
(March  28,  1766)  he  entered  on  the  curacy 
of  St.  Andrew’s  church ; the  rev.  Dearing 
Jones,  rcdtor  of  Navenby,  in  Lincolnfhire,- 
being  then  alfo  vicar  of  that  pariili.  Mr. 
Jebb  was  likewife  appointed  lecturer  of  St. 
Andrew’s,  in  the  room  of  the  rev.  Henry 
Hubbard,  who  had  been  in  that  place  near 
twenty  years. 

On  Mr.  Jebb’s  re-fettlement  in  Cam- 
bridge, he  again  refumed  the  office  and  la- 
bour of  private  tutor,  and  had  feven  pupils 
attending  him  every  day;  adding  to  the  ac- 
cuftomed  labours  of  this  employment,  lec- 
tures in  Butler’s  Analogy,  on  funday  even- 
ings. He  alfo  read  lectures  at  Trinity-hall, 
in  Tully’s  offices,  for  Dr.  Ridllngton,  dur- 
ing the  two  fird  terms  of  this  year;  and 
applied  himfelf  to  the  hudy  of  french  and 
Italian,  under  the  inhrudlion  of  a friend. 

Odlober  10,  1766,  Mr.  Jebb  and  Mr. 
Watfon,  were  again  eledled  moderators,  and 
at  the  annual  election,  in  the  following  year, 
Mr.  Jebb  was  re-eledled,  along  with  Mr. 
Thomas  Stevens  of  Trinity;  and,  for 'the 
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lafl:  time,  on  loth  of  Odlober  1768,  with 
Mr.  John  Hutton,  of  St.  John’s  college. 

In  the  year  1767,  Mr.  Jebb  continued  to 
take  private  pupils ; to  whom  he  alfo  read 
ledures  in  the  greek  Teflament,  on  funday 
evenings  j he  likewife  attended  to  his  lhare 
in  the  condudl  of  the  difputa'tions  in  the 
fchools,  and  to  the  care  of  the  parilh  church 
of  St.  Andrew;  and  I find  it  generally  ob- 
ferved,  by  himfelf,  that  this  year  he  had 
frequent  communications  with  Dr.  Law.’* 
A note,  which  I confider  as  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  information  he  ever  fought, 
and  derived,  from  one  fo  well  informed  in 
fcripture-knowledge,  as  the  learned  mafter 
of  Peterhoufe. 

Mr.  Chappelow,  profefibr  of  arable,  died 
on  the  14th  of  January,  1768.  Upon  his 
deceafe,  Mr.  Jebb  offered  liimfelf  a candi- 
date for  the  profefforfiiip.  He  had  pre- 
vioufly  qualified  himfelf  in  the  arable  lan- 
guage, by  much  application  and  fiudy,  and, 
I have  fome  reafon  to  think,  not  without  a 
view  to  that  appointment,  particularly  as 
the  very  advanced  age  of  Mr.  Chappelow 

made 
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made  a vacancy,  an  event  that  might  natu- 
rally be  expedled  at  no  very  diflant  time. 
The  competitors  for  this  office,  were  few  : 
and  I remember  to  have  heard  the  general 
voice  of  the  univerfity  decidedly  in  favour 
of  Mr.  Jebb.  There  arofe,  however,  a 
candidate,  whofe  fuccefs,  fuperfeded  Mr. 
Jebb’s  well-founded  pretenfions ; and  that 
candidate  was  his  near  relation,  and,  I be- 
lieve, at  that  time,  his  friend.  The  perfon 
here  meant  was  Dr.  Samuel  Hallifax,  who 
was  then  the  reprefen tative,  or  deputy,  of 
Dr.  Ridlington,  profeffor  of  civil  law,  to 
whofe  chair  he  was  conlidered  by  himfelf 
as  heir  apparent,  and  to  which  he  adlually 
fucceeded  in  about  two  years  afterwards. 
When  the  univerfity  were  difpofed  to  be 
friendly  to  our  author,  it  is  to  be  lamented 
that  he  found  an  adverfary,  who,  from  aca- 
demical connedfions,  had  the  greater  inte- 
reft  among  the  heads  of  houfes,  with  whom 
lay  the  eledlion.  It  is  alfo  to  be  regretted, 
that  the  fame  gentleman,  who  was  fo  well 
affiurcd  of  fucceeding  foon  to  the  chair  of 
civil  law,  (the  immediate  line  in  which  he 
was  engaged)  ffiould  impatiently  feize  the 

I 
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palling  offer  of  the  arab-ic  profefforfhip,  to 
the  prejudice  of  another,  who  would  fo  ho- 
nourably have  filled  it ; and  who'  would 
have  devoted  fome  time,  at  lead:,  to  the 
teaching  that  language  in  the  univerfity, 
which,  it  may  be  prefumed,  was  certainly 
in  the  contemplation  of  the  founder. 

Learning  may  more  frequently  fail  of  its 
pecuniary  rewards,  even  in  thofe  feminaries 
appropriated  for  the  cultivation  of  it,  than 
of  the  fatisfadtion  it  yields  its  owners  in  the 
profecution  of  their  fiudies.  Mr.  Jebb 
confidered  the  advantages  of  the  knowledge 
pf  the  oriental  languages  as  fully  equivalent 
to  the  labour  of  attaining  them.  In  his 
theological  purfuits,  he  was  ever  defirous  of 
drinking  the  living  waters  of  the  word  of 
God,  from  the  fountain-head ; and  he  ufed, 
frequently,  to  exp  refs  the  high  pleafure  and 
fatisfadtion  he  derived  from  his  acquaintance 
with  the  languages  of  the  fcriptures ; and 
from  the  correfpondent  and  collateral  lan- 
guages, which  fo  frequently  throw  light 
upon,  and  illuilrate  thofe  of  the  facred  text,^ 

On 

* In  a private  manufcript  note,  dated  fubfequent  to 
bis  tecond  canvafs  for  the  arable  profefforfhip,  I find 

the 
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On  the  2i(i  of  November,  1768,  he  en- 
tered on  his  courfe  of  ledlures  on  the  greek 
Teftament;  concerning  which,  the  “ Short 
account”  he  afterwards  publiilied,  will  af- 
ford the  bed;  fatisfadlion.  In  this  employ- 
ment he  eminently  increafed  his  ufefulnefs ; 
and  found,  in  his  own  reflections  on  the 
good  work  he  was  engaged  in,  that  confo- 
lation,  which  fupported  him  under  the  bit- 
tered;  and  mod:  unrelenting  ill  ufage  j and 
to  the  lad  hour  of  his  life,  he  enjoyed,  in 
the  review  of  his  own  improvement  in  the 
knowledge  of  the  fcriptures,  and  of  his  ear- 
ned; endeavours  to  promote  it  in  others,  that 
fatisfaCtion,  which  the  world  could  neither 
give,  nor  take  away. 

Dr.  Hinchliffe,  mader  of  Trinity  col- 
lege, and  vice-chancellor  of  Cambridge, 
drew  the  univerfity  into  the  tender  of  no 
lefs  acceptable  an  offering  to  the  mini- 
der,  than  a reprobation  of  the  princi- 
ples and  conduct  of  the  popular  party  of 

C 4 that 

the  following  refolution.  “ Refolved  to  ftudy  the 
Koran  in  the  original,  with  a view  of  extraCHng  from 
thence  evidences  and  explanations  of  the  gofpel." 
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that  day.  An  addrefs  to  the  king  was  of- 
ferred  to  the  fenate  on  the  17th  of  March, 
1 769,  and  carl’ied.  Mr.  Jebb  put  in  his  non- 
placet in  the  regent-houfe;  and,  upon  a divi- 
fion,  only  the  late  Mr.  Tyfon  of  Benet  college 
voted  with  him.  The  fervility  of  feveral 
addreffes  on  this  occafion,  can  only  be 
equalled  by  that  from  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge  5 but,  without  entering  into  the 
political  'grievances  of  that  day,  I will  tran- 
fcribe  the  addrefs  in  a note,  and,  in  juftifi- 
cation  of  Mr.  Jebb’s  negative  voice,  refer 
the  reader  to  the  remembrance  of  thofe  pro- 
ceedings of  the  miniftry  in  refpedt  to  the 
rights  of  election,  which  even  the  houfe  of 
commons  itfelf  afterwards  expunged  from 
their  journals.’* 

Thefe 

* “ To  the  king’s  mofl:  excellent  majefty. 

“ Moft  gracious  fovereign, 

“ We,  your  majefty’s  moft  dutiful  aaid  loyal  fubje£ls, 
the  chancellor,  mafters,  and  fcholars  of  your  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  humbfy  beg  leave  to  exprefs  the  grateful 
fej;fe  we  have  of  your  majefty’s  conftant  and  unwearied 
attention  to  promote  the  happinefs  of  all  your  people. 

“ P'uUy  convinced  that  this,  or  any  other,  nation 
never  enjoyed  the  valuable  bleflings  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  in  a greater  degree,  than  what  we  experience 
under  your  majefty’s  mild  and  moft  gracious  govern- 
ment 
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Theie  digrefiions  did  not  interrupt  Mr. 
Jebb’s  le<5tures  on  the  new  Teftament,  his 
private  philofophical  ledures,  or  his  own 
general  ftudies.  He  finifhed  reading  the 
hebrew  bible,  with  Le  Clerc’s  commentary, 
the  31ft  of  May ; and  during  the  vacation, 
which  he  fpent  at  Bungay,  he  read  Horace, 
Virgil,  Juvenal,  Perfius,  part  of  Lucretius, 
and  Ovid, 

The  patronage  of  Mr.  Jebb,  which,  in 
every  view,  would  have  done  honour  to  the 

reputation 

ment ; we  tannot  but  fee,  with  concern  and  abhor- 
rence, the  evil  dcfigns  of  bad  men,  who,  under  the  fpe- 
cious  pretence  of  promoting  the  public  good,  are  labour- 
ing to  feduce  the  ignorant  and  unwary  from  their  duty, 
by  infufing  into  their  minds  needlefs  fears  and  jealoufies, 
as  if  the  conftitution  was  in  danger. 

“ We  truft,  it  ever  has  been  our  conftant  endeavour, 
and  humbly  intreat  your  majefty’s  favourable  acceptance 
of  our  moft  faithful  alTurances,  that  it  ever  {hall  be  our 
particular  care,  to  inftil  into  the  rifing  generation  com- 
mitted to  our  charge,  true  principles  of  rdigion  and 
loyalty,  and  fuch  a fenfe  of  gratitude  for  your  majefty’s 
royal  protedlion  of  this  feat  of  learning,  as  will  tend  to 
make  them  good,  citizens  and  good  fubjedhs,  ajid  fully  to 
ajifwcr  the  ends  of  our  inftitution. 

“ To  this  teftimony  of  our  duty  and  fidelity,  wefliall 
add  our  unfeigned  prayers  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  it 
/nay  pleafe  almighty  God  to  preferve  your  majefty,  the 
beloved  fovereign  of  an  united,  loyal,  and  aftedlionate 
people.” 


( 26  ) 

reputation  of  the  univeriity  of  Cambridge, 
was  referved  for  a private  gentleman,  except 
his  election  into  the  fmall  living  of  Oving- 
ton,  before-mentioned.  On  July  lo,  1769, 
he  was  inftituted  to  the  vicarage  of  Flixton, 
near  Bungay,  in  Suffolk,  on  the  prefenta- 
tion  of  William  Adair,  efq.  of  Flixton- hall. 
And,  on  the  4th  of  April,  1770,  was  infti- 
tuted  to  the  united  rectories  of  Homersfield, 
and  St.  Crofs,  parifhes  contiguous  to  Flix- 
ton, upon  the  fame  prefentation.  Being 
alfo,  in  the  fummer  of  the  fame  year,  no- 
minated chaplain  to  Robert  earl  of  Harbo- 
rough.  In  confequence  of  the  acceffion  of 
thefe  preferments,  though  not  confiderable 
in  themfelves,  he  refigned,  fome  time  in  the 
month  of  Odober,  1771,  the  redory  of 
Ovington,  which  he  had  received  from  the 
univerfity ; and  Mr.  Sheepflianks,  fellow  of 
St.  John’s  college,  was  eleded  in  his  place. 

The  fummer  of  1770,  he  again  fpent  at 
Bungay,  and  was  chiefly  employed  in  per- 
feding  his  harmony  of  the  gofpels,  and  in 
fuperintending  a houfe  of  induftry,  then 
lately  eftabliflied  in  his  neighbourhood  in 
Suffolk. 


Dr. 
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Dr.  Hallifax  fucceedlng  to  the  profciTor- 
fhip  of  civil  law,  in  the  month  of  October, 
1770,  upon  the  death  of  Dr.  Ridlington ; 
Mr.  Jebb  once  more  folicited  that  of  arabic, 
which  Dr.  Hallifax  then  vacated  : but  as  he 
had  now,  by  exercifing  that  liberty  of  pro- 
phefying,  which  becomes  every  proteftant 
chridiian  and  by  recommending  the  fame 
to  others,  in  his  theological  lectures,  greatly 
offended  the  majority  of  the  ele<ftors,  he 
was  again  difappointed.  When  he  was  op- 
pofed  by  Dr.  Hallifax,  the  eledlors  were 
well  inclined  to  do  juftice  to  his  learn- 
ing ; on  his  fecond  canvafs  for  the  fame 
office,  the  fpirit  of  inquiry  which  he  had 
raifed  among  the  younger  ftudents,  was  im- 
puted to  him  as  a crime  deferving  the  re- 
fentment  of  their  feniors.  In  thefe  obferva- 
tions,  his  opponent  is  no  way  concerned, 
Mr.  Craven,  the  fuccefsful  candidate,  was  a 
truly  refpeftable  charader,  and  now  enjoys, 
with  reputation,  that  laurel,  which  friend- 
fliip  would  have  placed  on  the  brow  of 
Mr.  Jebb. 

The  enemies  of  Mr.  Jebb,  not  fatisfied 
Avith  defeating  his  honourable  profpedts,  had 

recourfe 
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recourfe  to  mifreprefentation  ; the  wicked, 
although  familiar,  weapon  of  intemperate 
and  ambitious  zeal.  Wounded  and  ag- 
grieved, as  he  conceived,  in  his  reputation; 
and,  unjuftly  cut  off  from  receiving  the  lefs 
difinterefted,  but  not  dlflionourable,  advan- 
tages of  his  labours,  by  an  open  and  abfolute 
prohibition  of  attendance  upon  his  ledlures, 
extending  to  all  peiTons  ‘‘  in  flatu  pupillari 
he  determined  to  fubinit  his  vindication  and 
plan  to  the  free  and  impartial  voice  of  an  un- 
prejudiced public.  Influenced  by  thefe  mo- 
tives, he  publiflied,  in  the  winter  of  1770, 
Ills  “ Short  account  of  theological  ledlures,” 
which  was  well  received  and  much  efleemed. 
Subfequent  incidents,  occafloned*  a fecond 
edition,  in  March  1772,  “ corredled  and 
much  enlarged.”'^ 

On  the  2ifl:  of  March  1771,  Mr.  Jebb 
kept  his  adt,  in  the  divinity  fchool,  under 
Dr.  Rutherforth,  then  regius  profeflbr  of 
divinity.  His  queflion  on  this  occafion, 
had  been  before  maintained  in  the  fame  place, 
by  Dr.  Law,  mailer  of  Peterhoufc,  now 


* See  the  firfl:  tract  in  this  volume,  p.  i — 75. 
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bifliop  of  Carlifle.  The  queftion,  as  it  was 
propofed  for  difputation,  was  as  follows. — 
“ Status  animarum  in  intervallo  mortis 
atque  refurredionis  agentium  quicqiiam, 
five  fentientium  ex  facris  literis  colligi  ne- 
quit.’’  The  difputation  was  conduded  with 
ability  and  politenefs  on  both  hdes,  and  con- 
tinued for  a longer  time  than  is  generally 
employed  in  thefe  exercifes.  The  fecond 
queftion,  which  is  always  propofed  by  the 
profeftbr,  was,  “ Epiftola  ad  Hebrsos  a 
Paulo  fcripta  eft.’" 

The  thefts  which  he  wrote  onthisoccafion, 
is  now  printed  on  account  of  the  argument 
it  contains,  not  for  the  fake  of  its  latinity. 
For  he  afterwards  feduloufly  applied  himfelf 
to,  and  attained  a much  greater  proficiency 
in  latin  compofition.^' 

Some  ftiort  time  before  he  kept  his  ad, 
and  while  he  was  preparing  himfelf  for  it, 
he  wrote  to  me  concerning  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  to 
the  following  purport.  The  profeftbr,  (Dr. 
Rutherforth)  has  difperfed  narratives  of  his 
engagement  with  Tyrwhitt,  over  all  Eng- 
land. 


♦ Seethe  thefts, vol.  ii.  p.  i8i — 202. 
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land.  I wifh  we  could  get  that  bufinefsf 
before  the  world.  I am  labouring  at  Tyr- 
whitt,  but  he  is  a quiet  man  5 yet,  as  fteady 
as  a rock  when  attacked.  I only  wifli  the 
profeffor  would  publidi  his  own  account  ; 
it  would  make  a ftrange  appearance.*” 

Early 

* The  queftlons  which  were  defended  in  the  fchools 
by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt,  were  (i)  “ Qiiod  genus  humanum 
propter  peccatum  Adami  laboribus  ac  morti  obnoxium 
fit,  in  facris  feripturis  traditur,  et  re£tae  ration!  non  re- 
pugnat.”  (2)  “ Confufio  linguarum  Babylonica  abfque 
Dei  interventu  explicari  nequit.”  The  latter  of  thefe 
queftions  was  given,  according  to  cuftom,  by  the  pro- 
feflbr,  and  both  of  them  may  be  feen,  with  very  imma- 
terial variation,  in  bifliop  Watfon’s  collection  of  quef- 
tions  which  have  been  difputed  upon  in  the  theological 
fchools  at  Cambridge,  publifhed  in  his  admirable  and 
truly  proteftant  preface  to  his  “ Colledtion  of  theo- 
logical trads.”  It  has  been  generally  hinted  in  the 
text,  that  fome  dilEculties  arofe  between  the  learned 
profeflbr  and  his  no  lefs  learned  refpondent,  con- 
cerning the  former’s  acceptance  or  refufal  of  other 
queftions,  which  had  been  propofed  by  Mr.^  Tyr- 
whitt. It  might  be  added,  that  the  rejection  of  them 
by  the  profeflbr,  did  no  credit  either  to  his  judgment 
or  candor  ; and  rather  argued  fome  diftruft  of  certain 
opinions  gaining  converts  by  an  open  difeuflion  of  them. 
Standing  in  their  Ample  ftatement,  they  would  have 
done  honour  to  bifliop  Watfon’s  colledion,  and  to  the 
liberal  fpirit  of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  if  his  pre- 
deceflbr  had  received  them,  as  fubjeds  of  inquiry  and 

difputation. 
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Early  in  the  year  1771,  the  defign  was 
formed  of  applying  to  parliament  for  relief 
in-  the  matter  of  fubfcription'to  the  liturgy 
and  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of 
England.  Mr.  Jebb  was  acquainted  with 
and  affifled  in  it  by  his  counfels,  from  a 
very  early  period.  He  came  to  London, 
upon  this  errand,  in  the  month  of  April ; and 

on 

difputation.  Their  truth  and  importance  would  have 
been  argued  before  an  audience  that  had  all  the  advan- 

O 

tage  of  learning,  and  difcernment,  to  have  diftingiiiflied 
between  the  oppofed  prowefs  of  the  controverfialifts, 
and  the  written  law  of  God,  by  which  the  difpute  was 
to  be  determined  j who  would  have  given  to  both,  that 
high  approbation  they  might  deferve  as  able  champions 
for  their  refpeftive  caufes,  while  they  would  have  de- 
cided on  the  queftion  by  the  greater  prevalence  of  tefti- 
mony,  and  the  foundnefs  of  the  arguments,  advanced  in 
its  fupport.  The  principal  queftions  propofed  by  Mr. 
Tyrwhitt,  and  refufed  by  the  profeflbr,  were  the  follow- 
ing ; the  laft  of  which  was  only  objeiffed  to,  in  confs-  ' 
quence  of  the  foregoing  ones. 

1,  Preces  chriftianorum  ad  Deum  folum,  patrem  Jefu 
Chrifti,  dirigendae  funt. 

2.  In  coetum  chriftianum  recipiendi  funt,  qui  Jefum 
pro  vero  melTia  agnofcunt ; etfi  ilium  vel  Deo  longe  in- 
feriorem,  vel  etiam  merum  hominem  elTe  credant. 

3/  Lex  chrifliana  aeternis  poenis  non  fancitur. 

4.  Null  um  fidei  chrl/lianae  dogma  in  facris  fcrlpturis 
traditum,  eft  rcftae  ration!  dilTentaneunj. 
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on  July  the  17th,  he  attended  the  hrfl  ge- 
neral meeting  at  the  Feathers  tavern,  in  con- 
fequence  of  public  advertifement  for  that 
purpofcj  at  which  time,  he  was  appointed 
one  of  the  “ committee,  to  prepare  a petition 
to  parliament  to  obtain  redrefs  in  the  matter 
of  fubfcription  to  the  liturgy  and  thirty- 
nine  articles  of  the  church  of  England.” 

At  a meeting  of  that  committee,  on  the 
20th  of  September  following,  a draft  of  a 
petition  was  laid  before  them,  and  after 
fome  revifion,  approved.  And  the  petition 
fo  agreed  on,  was  afterwards  adopted,  at  the 
fecond  general  meeting,  on  the  25  th  of  the 
fame  month. 

In  the  interval  between  fuch  fecond  ge- 
neral meeting  and  the  following  one,  fixed 
for  December  the  1 1 th,  or,  more  accurately, 
very  foon  after  the  25th  of  September,  it 
was  judged  expedient  to  circulate  an  explicit 
account  of  the  plan  and  defign  of  the  afibcia- 
tion ; and  though  fuch  paper  was  not  for- 
mally avowed,  by  vote,  either  of  the  com- 
mittee or  general  meeting,  it  was  unani- 
moufly  approved  by  the  committee,  and 
printed  at  their  joint  expen fe.  It  has  ge- 
nerally 
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nerally  been  denominated  “ the  circular 
letter and  this  letter  was  the  production 
of  Mr.  Jebb,  fubjeCt  indeed  to  fome  few 
corrections,  which  the  feveral  members  of, 
the  committee  fuggefted.^ 

From  the  month  of  June  to  October  26, 
1771,  Mr.  Jebb  chiefly  refided  at  Bungay ; 
and  was  engaged  in  the  minifteral  duties  of 
his  pariflies  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  in 
vindicating  the  caufe  of  the  petitioning 
clergy  in  the  public  papers.  During  this 
time  alfo,  he  got  by  heart  the  epidles  to 
the  Ephelians  and  Coloffians. 

As  Mr.  Jebb  had  been  appointed,  at  the 
meeting  in  September,  of  the  committee 
to  ‘‘  confider  of  proper  iteps  to  circulate  the 
petition  then  approved fo,  at  that  on  De- 
cember 1 1,  he,  together  with  his  former  af- 
fociates,  and  feveral  others,  were  appointed  a 
committee,  ‘‘  for  thepurpofe  of  confidering 
the  proper  ways  and  means  of  introducing 
the  petition  into  the  houfe  Of  commons.” 

The  attention  of  the  univerf  ty  was  much 

occupied, 

* See  vol.  ii.  p.  12. • 
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occupied,  at  this  time,  as  may  naturally  be 
fuppofed,  in  the  difcuflion  of  the  right  of 
proteftant  churches  to  require  fubfeription 
to  fyftematical  confeffions  of  faith  and  doc- 
trine. Dr.  Samuel  Hallifax,  now  billiop 
of  Glouccfter,  appeared  among  the  moll 
prompt  and  ready  of  thofe  champions,  who, 
having  denied  the  right  to  the  church  of 
Rome,  claimed  it,  as  belonging  to  the  church 
of  England  : he  alfo  profelfed  to  defend  the 
fpecific  doctrines  which  are  contained  in  the 
formularies  of  the  eftablilhed  church.  It 
might  feem  invidious  to  fay  more  of  his  la- 
bours on  this  occafion ; but,  it  certainly 
would  not  have  lelfened  the  eltimation,  either 
of  his  judgment  or  his  zeal,  in  the  opinion 
of  his  auditors,  had  he  fpared  that  inunda- 
tion of  perfonal  abufe  of  Mr.  Jebb,  which^ 
would  have  difgraced  a much  fuperior  com- 
pofition,  and,  alTuredly,  added  no  beauty  to 
his  own.  The  fermons,  in  the  fubfequent 
correded  hate,  in  which  they  are  given  to  the 
public,  are  now  onlymemorable  for  the  Angu- 
lar futility  of  their  argument;  and  would  have 
been  forgotten,  but  for  the  mallerly,  though 
fevere,  letter  they  occafioned  to  be  addrelfed 

to 
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to  the  author.  This  letter  was  generally 
afcribed  to  the  rev.  Samuel  Blackall,  then 
fellow  of  Emmanuel  college,  but  lately  pre- 
fen ted  by  that  fociety,  to  the  redtory  of 
Loughborough,  in  Leicelterfhire.^' 

In  January  1772,  the  letters  which  Mr. 
Jebb  had  written  in  the  courfe  of  the  winter, 
in  the  Whitehall  evening- poll,  under  the  fig- 
nature  of  “Paulinus,”  were  colledted,  revifed, 
and  re-publifhed  together,  in  a pamphlet,  at 
the  iiiftance  of  fome  particular  friends.J* 
They  were  much  read  and  circulated ; and 
were  generally  underdood  to  render  eiTential 
fervice  to  the  caufe  of  the  petitioning  clergy, 

D 2 previoully 

* See  “ Three  fermons  preached  before  the  unlver- 
fity  of  Cambridge,  occafioned  by  an  attempt  to  abolifli 
fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  religion,” 
printed  1772.  Alfo,  “ A letter  to  Dr.  Hallifax,  upon 
the  fubjeft  of  his  three  difcourfes,  &c.  fecond  edition, 
printed  the  fame  year.— It  feems  to  have  been  mutually 
agreed,  between  t{ie  preacher  and  the  letter-writer, 
though  with  very  unequal  fuccefs,  “ not  to  render  an 
enemy  confiderable  by  oppofition,  whofe  malice  may 
moft  effedlually  be  difarrned  by  contempt.”  (See  Dr. 
Hallifax’s  preface  to  the  third  edition  of  his  fermons, 
p.  xi.)  Mr.  Blackall,  it  is  prefumed,  took  the  advice 
given  by  Dr.  Hallifax,  and  dropt  his  conefpondence, 

t See  this  volume,  p.  1^7 — 222, 
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prevloufly  to  the  introdudlion  of  their  peti- 
tion into  the  houfe  of  commons.  Not- 
withftanding  which,  it  is  apprehended,  that 
the  author’s  fentiments  concerning  the  re- 
formation of  the  eflabliihed  church,  under- 
went fome  further  confiderable  changes  in 
the  fubfequent  part  of  his  life. 

The  fourth  general  meeting  of  the  clerical 
petitioners  was  held  the  23d  of  January,  1772, 
when  the  former  committee,  (with  the  ad- 
dition of  feveral  other  perfons,)  were  “ ap- 
pointed to  carry  the  petition  into  the  houfe 
of  commons,  as  early  as  pollible  that  feflion 
of  parliament.”  And  the  petition  was  ac- 
cordingly prefented  on  the  6th  of  February, 
by  fir  William  Meredith,  and  his  motion 
thereon  was  feconded  by  Mr.  Thomas  Pitt, 
now  lord  Camelford. 

Thus  much  is  obferved,  only  to  fliew  the 
perfonal  concern  and  lliare,  Mr.  Jebb  took 
in  the  whole  of  that  bulinefs,  without  any 
intention  of  entering  into  a detail  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  alfociation. 

How  intirely  he  was  fixed  in  the  true  pro- 
tcfiant  principle,  and  how  confiflent  his 
ideas  w^re  in  that  matter,  may  be  feeu  by 


an 
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an  extract  from  a letter  to  a greatly  elleemed 
charader,  dated  July  i8,  1772. 

You  mention,”  fays  he,  a fubfcrip- 
tion  to  the  fixth  article ; or  fubfcription  to 

I 

the  queftion  in  the  ordination  office ; or,  if 
that  would  not  do,  to  the  apoftles’  creed,  as 
fubftitutes  in  the  place  of  the  prefent.  The 
two  hrft  are,  indeed,  very  different  from  the 
laft.  I will  freely  give  you  again  my  fenti- 
ments  upon  the  fubjed,  and  hope  for  your 
ufual  candour  in  perufing  them.  When  I 
lee  the  little  effed  which  the  bed  principles 
and  modes  of  faith  have  upon  the  pradice, 
I am  fometimes,  in  a defponding  hour,  in- 
clined to  think,  that  a fuccefsful  conted  for 
the  prevalence  of  any  one  fet  of  opinions,  is 
fcarcely  worthy  of  the  pains  and  trouble, 
that  are  often  taken  about  them.  And,  that 
it  would  be  better  for  each,  to  ad  his  part, 
in  the  little  fphere  of  domedic  duties,  which 
heaven  hath  affigned  him,  than  to  perplex 
himfelf  and  others  with  unedffying  difputes. 
But,  on  the  contrary,  when  I think  that  we 
are  imperfed  judges  of  the  operation  of  prin- 
ciples, and  that  the  almighty  hath  thought 

D 3 proper 
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proper,  in  reality,  fo  far  to  interfere  in  the 
caufe  of  truth,  as  to  give  a revelation  to 
mankind ; it  certainly  muft  be  his  will  that 
we  preferve  this  facred  depofit,  pure  and 
untainted,  from  thofe  human  mixtures  and 
corruptions,  which  have  obfeured  the  know- 
ledge of  God’s  law,  in  every  other  nation 
under  heaven.  If  the  word  of  God  be  not 
bound  by  explanatory  articles  of  faith  and 
doctrine ; if  no  emoluments  are  annexed  to 
particular  confeffions  ; no  terrors  appended 
to  opinions,  that  word  will  prevail  and 
operate  in  the  manner,  which,  from  the 
circumftances  of  the  revelation,  we  'may 
colletft,  w'ould  be  mod:  agreeable  to  the  in- 
tentions of  the  almighty.  It  would  operate 
by  its  native  charms,  approving  themfelves 
to  the  confciences  of  each,  and  diffufe  itfelf, 
by  a manifeftation  of  its  effedls  on  the  life 
and  converfation  of  the  true  believer.  All 
helps  and  affiftances  fliould  be  difearded, 
which  may  have  an  equivocal  effect.  In 
this  view  of  the  gofpel,  human  policy  fhould 
ever  be  difclaimed.  The  utmoft  of  man’s  in- 
terference fliould  be,  an  earned:  and  condant 

endeavour 
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endeavour,  to  prevent  the  narrow  fchemes, 
and  interefted  projects  of  this  world,  from 
deforming  its  native  purity,  and  abfolute 
perfection.  Under  this  idea  of  things,  I 
view  our  late  application  ^ not  in  the  light 
of  a petition  for  relief  to  a few  individuals, 
who  cannot  bring  the  articles  of  our  church 
^o  fquare  with  their  own  private  interpreta- 
tions of  feripture , but,  as  an  attempt  to  re- 
ftore  the  genuine  fplendour  of  the  gofpel, 
by  vindicating  the  right  of  every  individual 
in  thefe  kingdoms,  to  interpret  feripture 
for  himfelf.  Which  can  never  be  exer- 
cifed,  while  there  is  any  temptation  held 
forth,  by  the  powers  of  this  world,  to  dif- 
femble  or  prevaricate  in  a lingle  in  (lance. 
For  this  reafon,  the  apoftles’  creed  is  as  ex- 
xeptionable,  as  our  prefent  fubfeription  j 
nor  would  I confent  to  the  fabrication  of 
any  fyftematical  confelTion,  although  I my- 
felf  was  intruded  with  the  execution.  The 
naked  gofpel,  fubferibed  as  the  word  of  God, 
is  the  only  fubfeription  I can  polhbly  peti- 
tion to  have  fubftituted  in  the  place  of  the 
prefent.  The  particular  formulary  in  which 
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this  declaration  Is  made,  is  a matter  of  little 
moment,  provided  the  formulary  be  clear 
and  exprefs. 

**  With  refpedt  to  our  willingnefs,  to  ac- 
knowledge the  lawful  authority  of  bifhops, 
and  to  aflent  to  the  ufe  of  the  liturgy } thofe 
matters  are  pretty  well  taken  care  of  by  the 
oaths  of  canonical  obedience,  and  the  a6t  of 
uniformity.  They  are  queftions,  totally 
dillindl  from  that  we  are  engaged  in  ; and, 
as  our  adverfarles  know  full  well,  that  we 
have  no  objections  to  either  of  thefe  matters, 
they  will  never  be  molified  by  any  declara- 
tions we  can  make.  But  it  is  advifable,  you 
will  fay,  to  gain  the  good  opinion  of  mode- 
rate men.  We  have  not,  as  yet,  offended 
any  moderate  men.  And ’thofe  half-friends 
who,  at  prefent,  keep  aloof,  have  other  rea- 
fons  for  their  conduCt,  which  no  declara- 
tions of  our  innocency  can  fubdue.  It  is 
urged,  by  many,  as  a reafon  for  not  med- 
dling in  our  affair,  that,  were  the  prefent 
articles  fet  afide,  as  we  defire,  we  fhould 
next  labour  to  eftablifh  focinian  articles  in 
their  room.  In  fliort,  there  is  no  end  of 
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anfwering  objedions,  or  of  foftening  the 
oppofition.  Let  us  keep  our  grand  point, 
viz.  the  fufficiency  of  the  fcriptures,  fteadily 
in  view.  It  is  a reafonable  and  intelligible 
kind  of  union,  which  cannot  eafily  be  broken. 
And  while  we  adhere  to  it,  a difference  of 
opinion  may  indeed  arife  as  to  the  time, 
and  mode  of  our  operations ; but,  we  (hall 
ever  be  a refpedable  and  confiftent  body  of 
men,  who  will,  at  laft,  appear  to  have  hit 
upon  the  lliorteft  and  moft  pradicable,  as 
well  as  mod  judifiable  method,  of  clofing, 
for  ever,  all  prejudicial  diffentions  in  mat- 
ters of  faith. 

‘‘  You  fee  the  date  of  my  mind  upon  this 
fubjed : you  fee  I am  thoroughly  refolved, 
never  to  give  my  adent  to  any  meafure, 
which,  in  the  mod  didant  manner,  implies 
a departure  from  our  original  ground.  But, 
at  the  fame  time,  with  refped  to  the  mode 
of  carrying  on  our  attacks  againd  this  ufurp- 
ed  power  of  dogmatizing  in  the  church  of 
Chrid : whether  by  the  old  petition,  by  a 
new  one,  or  by  bill,  as  having  no  fettled 
opinion  of  my  own,  or  unable  to  advife,  I 
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fliall,  with  pleafure,  fall  in  with  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  of  our  friends.” 

" The  fummer  of  the  year  1772,  like  the 
preceding  one,  (from  June  to  Odlobcr)  he 
pafled  at  Bungay ; where  he  prepared  lec- 
tures on  St.  Paul’s  epiflles,  and  wTOte  much 
for  the  public  papers. 

Mr.  Jebb  having  fully  confidered  the  ar- 
gument urged  by  the  enemies  of  the  pro- 
teftant  principle,  from  the  fuppofed  necef- 
fity  of  a proper  center  of  union  among  chrlf- 
tians,  wrote  his  fentiments  thereon  in  the 
public  prints,  as  alfo  in  a letter  which  was 
publilhed  in  Odober  1772,  and  addreffed  to 
lir  William  Meredith. 

. On  funday,  the  27th  of  December  1772, 
Mr.  Jebb  preached  before  the  univerlity  ; 
and,  as  the  occafion  demanded,  confidered  the 
.queftion  concerning  fubfcription,  in  as  full 
extent  as  the  time  and  place  would  admit. 
The  fubjed  was  taken  from  Ads  xv.  10. 
“ Now,  therefore,  why  tempt  ye  God,  to 
put  a yoke  upon  the  neck  of  the  difciples, 
which  neither  our  fathers,  nor  we,  were 

able 

* See  p.  223  of  this  volume,  alfo  page  104  and  108, 
of  the  third  volume. 
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able  to  bear  ?”  This  fermon  is  preferved  ia 
the  prefen t publication,  under  a perfuafion 
that  by  fo  doing,  we  render  an  acceptable 
fervice  to  the  proteftant  caufe.  * 

The  very  next  day,  monday  the  28th  of 
December,  he  again  preached  before  the 
fame  audience ; but,  having  borne  his  pub- 

1 

lie  teftimony  tO'  the  genuine  principle  of 
protedantifm,  he  wifely  declined  to  proceed 
in  matters  of  controverfy.  He,  therefore, 
delivered  a fermon  on  the  fpirit  of  benevo- 
lence, which  he  foon  after  publilhed ; in- 
feribing  it  to  the  ingenuous  youths  who 
had  honoured  with  their  attendance,  his 
theological  ledures.”  -f- 

This  fermon  was  re-printed,  in  the  year 
1780,  and  again  in  1782;  and  the  circulation 
of  it  widely  extended,  in  the  midft  of  the 
agitation  of  great  political  quedions.  To 
thefe  editions,  were  prefixed  the  following’ 
advertifement  by  the  editor : 

At  a time,  when  difputes  run  fo  high, 
as  to  endanger  that  affedion  we  owe  to  each 
other,  as  children  of  one  common  parent, 
who  is  the  author  of  all  good,  it  hath  fre- 
quently 

* See  vol.  ii.  p.  107 — 133.  f Ib.  p.  i— -26. 
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quently  been  fuggefled,  by  many  who  wifli 
to  promote  that  univerfal  benevolence,  re-- 
commended  in  the  following  fermon,  that 
re-printing  it  at  this  time,  might  tend  to 
moderate  our  refentments,  and  induce  us, 
even  in  the  midft  of  contending  parties,  to 
remember  that  we  are  brethren. 

“ With  a view  of  curbing  the  violence  of 
paflion,  without  impairing  the  vigour  of  our 
virtuous  efforts  for  that  which  we  think 
right ; leave  hath  been  obtained  of  the  au- 
thor to  re-publifh  this  difeourfe  : and  it  is 
now  humbly  inferibed  to  the  people  of  Eng- 
land, Ireland,  and  America,  by  their  fincere 
friend  and  humble  fervant,  the  editor.” 

During  the  months  of  February,  March, 
and  April,  1773,  Mr.  Jebb  was  particularly 
employed  in  attendance  on  the  bufinefs  of 
the  clergy  affociated  for  obtaining  relief  in 
the  matter  of  fubfeription  5 and,  on  the 
queftions  relating  to  the  eftablithing  annual 
examinations  at  Cambridge. 

It  may  be  thought  by  fome  perfons,  who 
have  been  ufed  to  confound  academical  foun- 
dations with  monaftic  inflitutions,  that  the 
dlfputes  in  the  univerfity  may  be  of  no 
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more  confequence  than  the  brawls  and  con- 
tentions of  monks  and  friars ; but,  when  they 
recoiled  that,  in  Mr.  Jebb’s  idea,  the  uni- 
verfities  were  to  be  confidered  in  a more 
important  view,  as  foundations  proteded  by 
the  legiflature,  and  refponfible  to  the  pub- 
lic for  the  difeharge  of  a moft  facred  trufl, 
the  education  of  the  youth  deftined  to  oc- 
cupy the  lirft  departments  in  every  profeflion 
in  the  ftate,  can  w’e  wonder  at  his  zaal  and 
perfeverance  in  a caufe  fo  effential  to  this 
great  purpofe,  and  fo  requifite  in  a place 
where  llatefmen,  patriots,  citizens,  are 
formed  ? 

With  this  juft  and  enlarged  idea  of  the 
importance  of  education,  every  member  of 
the  community  is  greatly  indebted  to  him 
for  his  unparalleled  exertions  to  fecure 
the  native  virtue,  and  to  improve  the  ufeful 
knowledge  of  future  generations. 

The  hiftory  of  his  labours  and  efforts  for 
the  reformation  of  the  univeriity  of  Cam- 
bridge, by' the  eftablifhing  of  annual  exa- 
minations, would,  of  itfelf,  form  no  in- 
confiderable  work,  if  given  in  detail,  and 
would  be  moft  worthy  of  being  preferved. 

He 
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He  has  in  part  performed  this  tafk  in  his 
**  Remarks”  on  the  fubjed: ; but  the  difpute 
continued  fome  time,  after  the  publication 
of  the  laft  edition  of  that  trad,  and  confe- 
quently  the  account  falls  diort  of  the  final 
iflue  of  this  important  bufinefs. 

In  the  attempt  to  delineate  an  epitome  of 
thefe  proceedings,  we  mufi;  take  them  up 
from  their  commencement,  in  which  we 
cannot  but  obferve  the  modeft  and  humble 
ofier  of  his  fervices ; and  we  (hall  find  the 
conclufion  marked  with  perfed  indifference 
to  the  lofs  of  that  credit,  which  was  due 
to  his  plan,  exertion,  and  perfeverance, 
provided  the  meafure  was  eftabliflied,  which 
he  confidered  as  the  falvation  of  the  univerr 
fity,  and,  in  the  end,  one  of  the  means  of 
faving  his  country. 

It  is  very  pofTible  that  fome  perfons  may 
think  that  there  is  preferved,  in  thefe  vo- 
lumes, a needlefs  repetition  of  the  feveral 
fchemes  of  academical  reformation.  But 
let  it  be  obferved,  once  for  all,  that  the  va- 
riety of  opinions  entertained  on  the  feveral 
propofitions,  and  fomfetimes  on  the  different 
parts  of  the  fame  propofition,  fuggefted 
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inany  variations  - in  the  propofals,  which 
were  not  unimportant ; and  thefe  were  no 
w'ay  to  be  explained  more  concifely,  and,  at 
the  lame  time,  fo  clearly,  as  by  exhibiting, 
in  its  proper  place,  the  fpecific  propofal  as 
tendered  to  the  univerlity. 

Dr.  Cooke  entered  on  his  vice-chancel- 
lorlhip,  on  November  4th,  1772,  and  in 
his  fpeech  upon  that  occalion,  “ treated  in 
general  of  the  extent  and  importance  of  aca- 
demical education,  and  of  the  care  and  at- 
tention neceffary  in  thofe  who  Ihould  con- 
dudl  it,  with  fo  much  fpirit  and  good  fenfe, 
as  induced  Mr.  Jebb  to  -hope,  that  the  fa- 
vourable moment  was  arrived,  for  the  in- 
trodudion  of  his  long  projeded  inflitution^. 

In  this  perfuafion,  he  communicated  to 
the  vice-chancellor,  on  the  21ft  of  that 
month,  his  plan  of  improvement ; but,  af- 
ter many  fruitlefs  delays,  he  found  him  in- 
difpofed  to  combat  the  difficulties,  which 
might  poffibly  be  thrown  in  the  way  of  fuch 
an  enterprize. 

After  a fufpenfion  of  all  meafures,  on  his 
part,  for  four  months,  in  deference  and 

compliment 
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compliment  to  the  vice-chancellor,  he  re- 
folved  to  give  his  plan  to  the  public,  and 
to  try  its  fuccefs  in  the  fenate.  He  pub- 
liflied  his  Remarks  on  the  6th  of  April,  a 
lecond  edition  on  the  i6th,  and  a poftfcript 
' on  the  2 1 ft  of  the  fame  month. 

On  the  8th  of  May,  Mr.  Jebb  offered  his 
ftrft  grace  for  an  annual  examination,  vv^hich 
was  rejected  in  the  caput  without  any  reafon 
being  afiigned  for  fuch  rejedUon.  On  the 
1 2th  of  the  fame  month,  he  offered  his  fe- 
cond  grace,  and,  immediately,  on  the  fame 
day,  a third,  and  a fourth  grace  to  the 
fame  effedl ; but  all  of  them  were  rejedtedi 
At  the  offering  of  the  third  grace.  Dr.  Powell, 
mafter  of  St.  John’s  college,  and  then  a 
member  of  the  caput,  was  inclined  to  move 
a grace  to  prevent  Mr.  Jebb  from  offering 
any  other  graces,  and  even  would  have  un- 
dertaken for  its  fuccefs ; but,  as  Mr.  Jebb 
expreffed  himfelf  in  a private  letter,  dated 
the  next  day,  this  was  fuch  an  outrage, 
that  the  moft  furious  oppofers  of  my  motion 
declared  againft  it.  Yefterday  morning,  fays 
he,  at  a meeting  of  the  heads,  it  was  pro- 
pofed,  I ftiould  be  cenfured  for  publicly 
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denying  the  paramount  authority  of  the  head 
above  the  fenate.  Dr.  Law  flood  refolutely 
my  friend,  as  I have  been  told  by  the 
Queen’s  men,  and  I am  much  oblige4  to 
him.  The  majority  of  the  univerfity  were, 
a week  ago,  in  favour  of  my  fcheme  j but 
afts  of  defpotifm  debafe  the  minds  of  thofe 
who  are  in  thralled,  and  no  fooner  did  many 
fee  that  the  higher  powers  were  againft  me, 
than  they  alfo  revolted,  and  fought  to  juftify 
by  argument,  the  illiberal  behaviour  of  their 
feniors.  Several  Johnians  were  for  me, 
though  their  mafter  was  againft  me  fo  bit- 
terly. Dr.  Watfon,  and  many  men  of  Tri- 
nity, were  ftrenuoufly  my  friends.  I infifted 
that  the  queftion  was  the  proper  concern  -of 
the  fenate ; and  that  after  I had  brought  it 
to  a general  vote,  I had  no  further  defire  : 
that  whether  they  accepted  or  rejeded 
the  plan  of  annual  examinations,  I would 
trouble  them  no  more;  but  that  ’till  I had 
got  a grace  through  the  caput,  I fhould 
think  it  my  duty  to  perfevere.” 

Every  oppofttlon  was  continued  to  Mr. 
Jebb.  His  own  account,  in  a private  letter, 
dated  the  aad  of  June,  1773,  ’will  convey 
fome  idea  of  the  treatment  he  experienced. 

M£m.  E “I  have 
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" I have  been  very  ill  ufed,  fays  he,  by  the 
vice-chancellor,  who  did  every  thing,  but 
refufe  me  an  **  imprimatur”  to  the  third  edi- 
tion of  my  ‘ Remarks:’  but  I carried  my  point, 
at  laft,  after  three  days  work.  Dr.  Powell 
was  to  be  confulted,  and  I was  obliged  to 
ftrike  out  fome  parts,  before  I was  permitted 
to  ufe  my  privilege  of  the  univerfity  prefs. 

I told  them,  that  the  heads  gave  countenance 
to  libels  written  againft  me,  but  I recorded 
only  fads  j and  if  they  were  libels,  the  adors 
in  them  were  alone  accountable.  I told  them 
that  I would  flay  at  Cambridge  all  the  va- 
cation, rather  than  fall ; that  1 would  de- 
fcribe  their  condud  to  the  public,  if  they 
refufed  me.  When  you  fee  the  gentle  man- 
ner in  which  I have  fpoken  of  them,  you 
will  be  amazed  at  their  tyranny.  The  paf- 
fages  expunged  were  fads,  and  not  of  half 
that  confequence  with  thofe  which  they  per- 
mitted to  fland.” 

After  this  treatment  at  Cambridge,  Mr.' 
Jebb  retired  to  Bungay,  the  25th  of  June,'  ' 
and  continued  there  till  Odober  j where  he 
fludied  french  and  Italian,  and  proceeded  in 
a plan  of  fome  political  or  conftitutional 
ledures. 
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No  fooner  had  Mr.  Jebb  left  Cambridge/ 
than  the  vice-chancellor  propofed  a grace,  on  ' 
the  5th  of  July,  which  palTed  the  caput,  and 
both  houfes,  without  one  diffenting  voice ; 
and  which  appointed  a committee,  confiding 
of  thirty-fix  members,  to  deliberate  and  re- 
port their  opinion  upon  the  quefiiion  of  exa- 
minations. In  this  date  of  the  bufinefs,  all 
promifed  fair.  But,  in  order  to  defeat  any 
probable  good  effect  from  this  meafure,  the 
committee  were  prematurely  called  together 
on  the  2 id  of  the  following  October,  before 
the  divifion  of  the  term,  and  when  only 
twenty-three  of  their  number  could  be  pre- 
fen t.  The  confequences  were  forefeen,  and 
the  meafure  was  expedited  accordingly. 
Fourteen  were  againd,  and  nine  for  it. 
Whereas,  had  the  meeting  of  the  committee 
been  deferred,  till  after  the  divifion  of  the 
term,  and  the  abfentees  had  been  returned  to 
the  univerfity,  it  was  well  known  that  a 
contrary  determination  would  have  taken 
place. 

The  dimmer  recefs  was  fruitful  in  many 
important  events  to  Mr.  Jebb,  of  a different 
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kmd ; and  fome  of  thefe  I wifh  to  mention,  as 
nearly  as  may  be,  in  the  order  in  which  they 
occurred,  that  my  reader  may  obferve  his  va- 
rious occupations,  and  the  great  confequences 
which  were  involved  in  their  iffue  j and 
thereby  be  better  able  to  contemplate  the 
anxieties  of  his  mind. 

In  Auguft,  1773,  commu- 

nicated to  a few  feledl  friends,  his  intention 

I 

to  refign  his  preferments  in  the  eftablilhed 
church : nor  was  fuch  relignatlon  delayed, 
but  on  account  of  reafons,  which  were  both 
diiinterefled  and  powerful.  His  mind,  how- 
ever, at  this  time,  fuffered  much  difquie- 
tude,  while  flruggling  under  the  demands 
of  duty,  and  the  obligations  of  perfonal  at- 
tachments, which  he  had  fo  ingenuoufly 
expreffed  more  than  a year  before  this  time. 
“ I own,”  fays  he,  (under  the  fignature  of 
Collatinus,  to  an  anonymous  correfpondent) 
“ I find  the  fenfations  of  conjugal  and  pa- 
ternal love,  oppofed  to  the  fenfe  of  duty, 
and,  therefore,  feel  alfo  for  myfelf.  If  the 
refuter  likes  this  concefiion,  let  him  enjoy  it; 

but 
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but  he  will  triumph  at  the  expenfe  of  his 
humanity.  * 

While  un'der  this  embarraffment,  and  fome 
months  before  he  executed  his  purpofe  of 
refigning  his  preferment,  he  finally  refolved 
never  to  read  again  the  public  fervice  of  the 
church,  although,  while  he  continued  in 
its  communion,  he  occafionally  preached  in 
it. 


In  a letter  dated  from  Bungay,  the  19th 
of  Odlober,  I find  a familiar  detail  of  fo  An- 
gular an  incident,  that  I will  cite  it,  as  well 
for  its  originality,  as  to  diverfify  the  events 
of  our  narrative.  Previoufly  obferving,  by 
the  way,  that  Dr.  Goodall,  archdeacon  of 
Suffolk,  held  his  ufual  vifitation  of  a few 
parifhes  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  which 
were  under  a jurifdidtion,  fliled,  “ the  ge- 
nerals,” in  Mr.  Jebb’s  parifii-church  of 
Flixton,  on  September  the  25th,  this  year. 
This  meeting  was  attended  by  Dr.  Gooch, 
Mefirs.  Smith,  Ray,  Stockdale,  Reeve,  and 
Paddon,  from  among  the  neighbouring 
clergy.  On  this  occafion,  fays  Mr.  Jebb, 

E 3 
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in  V the  foregoing  letter,  “ the  archdeacon 
appointed  prayers  to  be  read  in  my  church  ; 
I appointed  myfelf  preacher,  and  gave  a dif- 
courfe  upon  fubfcription.  The  archdeacon 
was  greatly  enraged,  although  a Wollaflo-^ 
nian;  and  publicly  rebuked  me  before  the 
clergy  at  the  public  houfe  where  we  met; 
much  altercation  enfued,  yet,  I truft,  I 
kept  my  temper.  I told  him,  I had  a right 
to  preach  every  day  in  the  week,  if  I thought 
proper;  he  was  at  liberty  to  retire,  * if ’he 
difliked  my  dodlrine ; he  talked  of  autho- 
rity, complaining  to  the*diocefan,  &c.  but, 
I refolutely  told  him,  I fliould  have  ufed 
the  fame  language  to  the  bifliop,  had  I met 
with  equal  provocation.  At  lad,  he  thought 
it  bed  to  hold  his  tongue,  and  be  quiet-. 
Much  more  was  faid,  but  this  was  the  fub- 
dance.  For  fome  days,  I expeded  a fum- 
mons  to  Norwich,  but  have  heard  no  morq 
of  it.  I aded  thus,  with  a view  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  Norwich  clergy  to  our 
caufe,  and  have  in  part  fucceeded.” 

The  fubjed  of  Mr.  Jebb’s  difcourfe  was 
taken  from  Matthew  v,  i6.  “ Let  your 
light  fo  (bine  before  that  they  may  fee 

your 
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your  good  works,  and  glorify  your  father 
which  is  in  heaven.”  The  fermon  was  the 
fame  that  was  preached  before  the  uni- 
veriityon  the  28th  of  the  preceding  March; 
concerning  which  I have  feen  it  written, 
that  it  “ was  fpoken  coolly,  though  didated 
by  the  heart,  but  that  the  padion  of  the  ad- 
verfary  was  very  vifible.”  At  this  time,  it  may 
well  claim  the  attention  of  the  candid  reader; 
and  though  it  may  be  barely  poffible,  that 
it  may  not  meet  his  approbation,  I truft  it 
will  not  excite  his  Indignation.  ^ 

Soon  after  Mr.  Jebb’s  return  to  Cam- 
bridge for  the  winter,  he  publilhed  a con- 
tinuation of  the  narrative  of  academical 
proceedings,  &c.  with  obfervations  upon 
the  condud  of  the  committee  appointed  by 
the  fenate  on  the  5th  of  July  ; whofe  labours 
and  defigns  had  been  defeated  by  the  vice- 
chancellor’s  precipitating  their  report,  and 
taking  the  fenfe  of  the  committee  while  only 
twenty-three  members  of  that  body,  (which 
confifled  of  thirty-fix)  were  in  the  univer- 

E 4 fity. 

♦ See  vol.  ii.  p.  51—67,  and  the  reference  at  the 
conclufion. 
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fity.  The  new  matter  contained  in  this- 
“ Continuation,”  though  feparately  publifh- 
ed,  is,  in  thefe  volumes,  placed  in  a note 
to  the  Remarks,”  where  the  fubjedl-mat- 
ter  immediately  connecfls  it.  * 

The  ftate  of  the  univerfity,  at  this  time, 
and  the  extent  of  the  boafled  uniformity  fe- 
cured  by  the  prefent  fyftem,  will  appear 
from  two  private  letters,  which  ffated  a 
fliort  account  of  two  fermons,  much  no- 
ticed at  the  time,  and  preached  in  the  uni- 
verfity church. 

The  firll  of  thefe  letters  is  dated,  Cam- 
bridge, November  the  loth,  1773}  wherein 
he  fays,  the  bifliop  of  Carlifle  preached  a 
noble  fermon  on  November  the  5th,  in 
which  he  fhewed,  that  the  fpirit  of  popery 
was  not  peculiar  to  popilh  countries ; that 
fpiritual  tyranny  confided  in  impofing  other 
articles,  as  terms  of  communion,  than  what 
Chrid:  had  given  ; that  religious  liberty  was 
too  valuable  a right  to  be  complimented 
away ; and  that  every  effort  to  opprefs  con- 
fcience  diould  be  oppofed.  In  fhort,  no  peti- 
tioner would  have  wilhed  him  to  lay  more.” 

- • But, 

* Vol.  ii.  p.  327—332. 
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But,  in  the  other  letter,  of  no  more  diflant 
date  than  the  23d  of  the  fame  month,  we 
have  an  account  of  the  exertions  of  zeal, 
■ and  the  meafure  of  prudence,  drewn,  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants,  by  Mr.  Wilgrefs, 
one  of  the  proftors,  who  “ preached  on  fun- 
day,  (on  Jude  ver.  3,)  a mod:  papiftical  fer- 
mon ; he  fhewed  that  there  was  an  abfolute 
neceiTity  for  an  uniform  profefhon  of  faith; 
and  talked  of  that  faith  being  the  true  one, 
which  had  ubiquity,  univerfality,  antiquity 
on  its  fide,  and  w^as  confirmed  by  general 
councils.  . He  attacked  the  latitudinarians 
vehemently,  and  maintained  that  the  liberty 
of  private  opinions  rent  the  church  of  Chrift, 
and  made  as  many  creeds  as  perfons-.  He 
diewed  us  that  the  trinity  was  contained  in 
the  ‘ bowels’  * of  St.  Paul’s  aflertion,  ‘ if^ 
thou  wilt  confefs  with  thy  mouth  the  Lord 
Jefus,  and  dialt  believe  in  thine  heart,  that 
God  hath  raifed  him  from  th'e  dead, thou  flialt 
be  faved.”  The  young  men  were  offended 
at  him  for  his  behaviour  as  prodor,  and 
therefore  scrapkd  him.  When  the  fermon 

was 

j 

^ This  cxprcffion  b alluded  to  in  the  mifccFlaifcoifs 
papers,  vol.  ili.  p. 
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was  over,  the  vice-chancellor,  called  to  the 
prodlors,  to  take  the  names  of  all  the  gentle- 
men in  one  of  the  galleries.  On  this,  there 
was  a general  hifs,  and  many  ruflied  out  be- 
fore the  door  could  be  fecured.  At  length, 
the  bilhop  of  Peterborough,  the  two  proc- 
tors, and  the  vice-chancellor,  arrived  at  the 
foot  of  the  ftair-cafe.  The  young  men 
made  a pufh,  and  broke  the  door  off  its 
hinges,  and  multitudes  efcaped.  The  names 
of  the  reft  were  taken,  and  a meeting  of  the 
heads  followed ; but,  as  all  were  guilty,  all 
efcaped  unpunifhed.  Such  indecency  was 
never  feen,  -and  they  will  have  riots  upon 
riots,  unlefs  fome  fcheme  is  thought  of  to 
employ  the  adtive  fpirits  of  young  men.” 

4 

On  December  the  14th,  1773,  Mr.  Jebb 
again  called  the  attention  of  the  univerftty 
(Dr.  Caryl  being  vice-chancellor)  to  another 
grace,  which,  after  fome  deliberation,  paffed 
the  caput,  and  was  read  the  firft  time  in 
both  houfes ; but  was  rejected  the  next  day, 
in  the  non-regent  houfe.  Non-placets  67, 
placets  38.  The  defign  of  "this  grace  was 
to  refeind  the  report  of  the  committee  irre- 
gularly 
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giilarly  convened  on  the  2 id  of  Odlober, 
when  thirteen  of  their  number  were  abfent. 
But  as  fuch  revival  of  the  committee,  went 
to  the  criminating  Dr.  Cooke,  the  late  vice- 
chancellor,  fuccefs  was  not  to  be  expeded 
in  the  then  date  of  influence  in  the  univer- 
fity. 

In  the  opening  of  the  year  1774,  Mr. 
Jebb  relumed  the  buflnefs  of  academical 
reformation,  with  a fpirit  unfubdued  by  dif- 
' appointment  and  ill  ufage.  For,  on  the 
1 6th  of  February,  he  propofed  a grace, 
which  paded  both  houfes  the  next  day,  con- 
dituting  another  fyndicate  for  thepurpofeof 
deliberating  on  the,  proper  meafures  of  re- 
form to  be  introduced  into  the  univerfity; 
but  taking  care,  at  the  fame  time,  that  the 
concurrence  of  the  majority  of  the  w^hole 
number  fhould  be  necedary  to  their  report, 
previoufly  to  its  being  offered  to  the  fuffrage 
of  the  fenate.  The  fyndicate  (as  is  ufual 
in  fuch  cafes)  was  nominated  by  himfelf ; 
and  although  he  v/as  forced  to  compliance 
in  a few  indances,  the  greater  number  were 
men,  as  he  faid  in  a private  letter,  “ who  had 

integrity. 
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kitegvity,  learning,  and  ability,  and  were 
well  difpofed  to  the  good  work. 

The  grace  is  preferved  in  a note  bdow.  -f* 

In. 

• Letter  to  a friend,  dated  February  the  1774, 
from  whence  alfo,  with  great  pleafure,  I make  the  fol- 
lowing extrad: ; “ Mr.  Tyrwhitt  preached  an  admir- 
able fermon  yefterday,  at  St.  Mary’s,  on,  ‘ fearch  the 
feriptures.’  One  of  the  points  difculTed,  was,  the  de- 
parture of  chriftians,  in  every  country,  from  the  practice 
of  Chrift  and  his  apoftles,  with  refpe<n:  to  the  obje£t  of 
divine  worihip  ; and,  in  the  conclufion,  he  told  us,  to 
beware  left  we  be  found  the  children  of  thofe,  ‘ whofe 
faith  was  credulity  ; their  worihip,  idolatry;  and  their 
charity;  perfecution.’ 

f Cum  plurimis  In  ore  fit  literas  humaniores,  atque 
ipfa  mathefeos  et  philofophias  naturalis  elementa  pene 
inculta  jacere,  juvenum  animis  vel  focordia  torpentibus, 
vel  in  quaecunque  recondita,  qusecunque  fublimia,  im- 
petu  quodam  fervido  ruentibus  ; 

Placeat  vobis,  ut  Dominus  procancellarius.  Dr. 
Cooke,  Dr.  Plumptre  collegii  reginalis.  Dr.  Barnardif- 
ton,  Dr.  Watfon,  Dr.  Hallifax,  Dr.  Waring,  Mr. 
Beadon,  Mr.  Collier,  'A'lr.  Lambert,  Mr.  Wilgrefs, 
Mr.  Dealtary,  Mr.  Longmire,  Mr.  Joannes  Hey,  Mr. 
Farmer,  Mr.  Gould,  Mr.  Gardnar,  Mr.  Paley,  Mr. 
Squire,  Mr.  Arnald,  et  Mr.  Pearce,  fint  fyndici  veftri, 
qui  convocante  domino  procancellario  conveniant,  col- 
latifque  inter  fe  confiliis  deliberent  et  dijudicent,  quo- 
nam  potiflimum  modo  hifee  mails  ingravefeentibus  nobis 

obviam 
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In  the  courfe  of  the  fyndics  proceeding - 
in  their  bufmefs,  many  difficulties  were 
thrown  in  their  way  j but  they  were  fur- 
mounted  by  the  better  difpoiition  to  re- 
formation, which  pervaded  that  refpedl- 
\ 

able  body.  Mr.  Jebb’s  account  of  their 
proceedings,  in  another  letter  to  a friend, 
dated  March  the  i6th,  will  not  be  uninter- 
efting  to  thofe,  who  are  acquainted  with 
the  univerlity  of  Cambridge.  “ The  iyndi- 
cate,”  fays  he,  “ have  met  twice.  The 
vice-chancellor  (Dr.  Caryl)  gives  general 
fatisfadtion  by  his  very  candid  behaviour, 
and  able  manner  of  doing  bufinefs.  The 
duke  of  Grafton  has  recommended  it  to  the 
lyndicate,  to  take  into  their  confideration, 
the  cafe  of  the  fellow- commoners  and  no- 
blemen ; they  have  done  fo,  > and,  I am  in- 
formed, have  palfed  fome  very  good  refolu- 

tions. 


obvlam  fit  eundum  j et  ut  eorundem  placitum  in  feripta 
digeftum,  majoris  partis  totius  numeri  fyndicorum  no- 
minibus fubferiptis,  ante  diem  decimam  fextam  Aprilis 
proxime  infequentis  in  fenaculo  veftro  publicetur  : ita 
tamen  ut  quicquid  iis  vifum  fuerit  minlme  ftatuti  vim 
habeat,  nifi  poftea  veflris  fufFragiis  comprobetur. 
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tions,  as  the  materials  and  ground-work  of 
their  plan.  They  were  three  hours  engaged 
in  buhnefs  on  mondayj  they  meet  again  to- 
morrow. You  cannot  imagine  how  greatly, 
certain  fpirits  are  alarmed  with  the  difpo- 
fition  there  appears,  to  do  fomething  effec- 
tual. Dr.  Powell,  and  the  Emmanuel  men, 
and  Dr.  Hallifax,  labour  to  fpoil,  what  the 
friends  of  literature  and  good  morals,  are 
meditating  to  eflablifli.  I truft  their  power 
to  do  harm,  will  be  reftrained  by  the  gene- 
ral wiflies  of  the  univerfity,  to  provide 
againft  thofe  early  habits  of  diflipation, 
which  are  formed  through  the  want  of  pro- 
per objeds  for  employment.  I endeavour 
to  keep  out  of  fight  as  much  as  I can,  as  I 
find  my  prefence  occafions  jealoufies,  and 
heart-burnings ; and,  for  every  reafon,  I am 
defirous  that  the  work  may  appear  to  be 
done  by  others,  as  I fee  that  whatever  I 
propofe,  would  be  objedted  to.  Indeed,  the 
lyndics  are,  in  general,  men  of  that  charac- 
ter, that  I am  perfiiaded  they  will  determine 
for  the  beft  : I am  only  afraid,  that  the  cla- 
mours of  the  difcontented,  may  intimidate 
them.  . The  vice-chancellor  appears  to  be  a 

very 
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very  able  and  refolute  man ; and  will,  I 
hope,  receive  that  honour  which  is  due  to 
him.” 

In  a letter  addrelTed  to  another  perfon,  on 
the  following  day,  (March  17th,  1774)  in 
addition  to  a fimilar  account  with  the  fore- 
going, he  added,  “ Dr.  Hallifax  talks  of 
propofing  an  infidious  grace,  which  it  is 
thought  will  embroil  matters.  The  fyndi- 
cate  refolved,  that  they  had  power  from  the 
grace,  to  enter  upon  the  fubjedl  the  duke 
recornmended,  and  have  nearly  completed 
their  work ; but  he  propofed  to  hazard  the 
. whole  by  offering  a grace  to  confirm  their 
powers,  which  may  poffibly  be  thrown 
cut.” 

On  the  28  th  of  March,  1774,  the  fyndics 
finally  clofed,  and  figned  the  nineteen  refo- 
lutions  which  they  had  come  to,  as  proper 
to  be  fubmitted  to  the  fenate  for  their  ap- 
probation, agreeably  to  their  appointment 
by  the  grace  which  paffed  both  houfes  on 
the  17th  of  February.  “ No  words,”  fays 
my  friend,  in  a letter  dated  March  30,  can 
do  juftice  to  the  vice-chancellor  and  his  af- 
fociates,  i.  c.  the  major  part  of  them : for 

' Hallifax 
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Hallifax  and  Farmer,  did  all  in  their  power 
to  obftru6l  and  diftrefs  their  brethren.  The 
vice-chancellor’s  heart  is  in  the  caufe.  Far- 
mer declares  it  will  be  the  ruin  of  the  imi- 
verlity,  and  (hake  the  foundations  of  the 
conflitution  both  in  church  and  date.  We 
hope  fome  time  will  be  allowed,  before  the 
day  of  voting.  Longmire,  Lambert,  Col- 
lier, Hey,  Beadon,  are  drenuous  in  their 
fupport.  You  cannot  imagine  the  vehe- 
mency  of  Dr. -Powell,  and  Mr.  Whidbn. 
Yet,  I trud,  the  caufe  of  literature  will  tri- 
umph. I diail  leave  to  the  worthy  fyndicate 
the  proper  method  of  condiidting  matters  to 
their  completion.” 

Mr.  Jebb  was,  it  feems,  too  fanguine  in 
his  expedations,  though  he  was  fupported 
by  reafon,  found  policy,  and  refpedable 
names.  Thefe  refolutions  were  read  in  con- 
vocation,  April  i,  and  voted  in  the  fenate, 
on  the  19th  of  the  fame  month;  and,  to  the 
real  adonifhment  of  both  ddes,  were  re- 
jeded.  But  the  majority  had  no  great  caufe 
to  boad  in  the  fuperiority  of  their  numbers. 

* w 

The  refolutions  were  divided  into  three  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  clalTes,  and  voted  for,  agreeably  to 
that  divifion,  in  the  non* regent  houfe. 

For  the  firft  fix  refolutions  there  were,  ' 
Placets  43. — Non-placets  47. 

For  the  feventh  and  eleventh  inclufive, 
Placets  41. — Non-placets  48. 

For  the  twelfth  and  nineteenth  inclufive, 
Placets  38. — Non-placets  49.* 

Mr. 


• It  is  apprehended  that  the  prefervation  of  thefe  re- 
folutions, may,  in  the  contingent  events  of  this  country, 
be  of  fervice  to  literature  and  morals.  They  are,  there- 
fore, re-printed  here,  from  a copy  on  a fingle  flieeti 

“ The  fyndics  appointed  to  deliberate  upon  the  grace, 
which  palTed  the  two  houfes  on  the  17th  of  February 
laft,  have  come  to  the  following  refolutions,  which 
they  now  offer  to  the  fenate  for  their  approbation. 

1.  That  fuch  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  as 
{hall  be  admitted  on  or  after  the  firft  monday  in  May 
1774,  be  fubjeded  to  public  examinations  in  the  fenate- 
houfe. 

2.  That  fuch  examinations  be  annually  held  on  the 
firft  monday,  tuefday,  and  wednefday  in  May,  from 
nine  o’clock  to  twelve  in  the  mornings  ; and  from  three 
to  fix  in  the  afternoons  of  the  monday  and  tuefday  j and 
that  the  firft  examination  be  in  May  1775. 

3.  That  every  nobleman  and  fellow-commoner,  at 
the  firft  examination,  which  {hall  be  held  after  his  ad- 

miffion, 


MEM. 
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Mr.  Jebb  wrote  to  a particular  friend,  in 
reference  to  the  above  bufmefs,  on  the  23d 
of  that  month,  as  follows,  “ The  ftruggle 

was 

miffion,  be  examined  in  the  latin  and  greek  languages, 
ancient  hiftory,  compofition,  and  algebra. 

4.  That  every  nobleman  and  fellow- commoner  at  the 
fecond  examination,  which  fliall  be  held  after  his  ad- 
miflion,  be  examined  in  the  latin  and  greek  languages, 
ancient  hiftory,  compofition,  the  elements  of  geometry, 

' Locke’s  Eflay  on  the  human  underftanding,  and  natural 
philofophy. 

5.  That  every  nobleman  and  fellow-commoner  at  the 
third  examination,  which  fhall  be  held  after  his  admif- 
fion,  be  examined  in  natural  philofophy,  natural  law, 
and  modern  hiftory. 

6.  That  perfons  changing  their  order  to  become  fel- 
low-commoners be,  in  the  examinations,  clafled  with 
fuch  as  are  of  the  fame  ftanding  with  themfelves  by  ad- 
miftion. 

7.  That  feven  examiners,  members  of  the  fenate,  or 
bachelors  of  law  or  phyfic,  be  annually  appointed  from 
the  feveral  colleges,  in  the  order  of  the  cycle  of  oppo- 
nents in  divinity  : except  that  Trinity-hall  be  added  to 
King’s  college,  and  that  the  mode  of  appointing  its  own 
examiners  be  left  to  each  college. 

8.  'That  King’s  college  fhall  appoint  an  examiner 
each  of  the  firft  two  years,  and  Trinity-hall  the  third 
year,  and  fo  always.  That  where  three  colleges  are  laid 
together  to  provide  one  examiner,  they  have  the  appoint- 
ment according  to  feniority  of  foundation.  And  that 
the  feven  examiners,  fo  appointed,  be  prefented  to  the 

vice- 
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was  vehement,  but  it  was  refolved,  it  Teems, 
that  I was  to  have  no  ihare  in  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  any  improvement  3 and  this,  i am 

F 2 told, 

I 

vice-chancellor  on  or  before  the  i6th  day  of  December 
every  year. 

9.  That  in  the  firft  examination  in  1775,  blithe 
feven  examiners  examine  fuch  noblemen  and  fellow- 
commoners  as  fliall  then  attend  to  be  examiiied.  That 
in  the  fecond  examination,  four  of  the  feven  examine 
the  noblemen  and  fellow- commoners  of  the  junior  year, 
and  three  thofe  of  the  fenior  year.  That  in  the  third 
examination,  three  of  the  feven  examine  the  noblemen 
and  fellow-commoners  of  the  junior  year,  two  thofe  of 
the  middle  year,  and  the  other  two  thofe  of  the  fenior 
year  : and  fo  always. 

10.  That  any  nobleman  or  fellow-commoner,  hav- 
ing been  refident,  who  fhall  abfent  himfelf  from  any 
examination,  without  fufficient  reafon,  be  forthwith 
expelled  from  the  univerfity.  That  a reafon,  certified 
to  the  vice-chancellor  by  the  matter  or  locum-tenens  of 
his  college,  and  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the  vice- 
chancellor  and  heads  then  refident,  be  deemed  fufficient 
toexcufe  anyone’s  abfence  from  a whole  examination. 
And,  that  a reafon,  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the 
leven  examiners  be  deemed  fufficient  tocxcufcany  one’s 
abfence  from  any  part  of  an  examination. 

11.  That  the  examiners  declare  which  of  the  noble- 
men and  fellow-commoners  appear  to  be  upon  the  whole 
the  bett  fcholars,  not  diftinguifliing  more  than  a third 
part  of  each  year,  and  placing  the  perfons  fo  dittinguiflied 
according  to  their  refpedtive  order  of  merit,  in  a writ- 
ing 
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told,  from  pcrfons  of  confequence  here,  'was 
one  main  reafon  of  their  rejedion.  It  is 
probable  you  foon  will  hear  of  another  pro- 

pofal 

ing  to  be  delivered  to  the  vice-chancellor,  and  fubfcrib- 
ed  by  two  of  the  examiners  for  each  year,  ora  majority 
of  the  whole  feven.  That  fuch  declaration  be  pub-  ] 
liflied  by  the  vice-chancellor  to  the  fenate  at  the  next 
following  congregation,  and  copies  thereof  tranfmitted 
by  him  to  the  chancellor  of  the  univerfity,  and  fent  to 
each  college. 

12.  That  all  penfioners  and  fizars,  who  have  been 
admitted  fince  the  friday  next  after  the  commencement 
in  the  year  1 772,  or  fhall  be  hereafter  admitted,  be  fub- 
jedled  to  one  public  examination,  before  they  fhall  be 
of  {landing  to  be  examined  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  of 
arts. 

13.  That  fuch  examination  be  held  on  the  monday, 
tuefday,  and  wednefday  next  after  the  fecond  tripos  in 
their  junior  foph’s  year.  That  the  firfl  examination  be 
in  the  year  1775.  And  that  any  penfioner  or  fizar,  not 
coming  to  refide  with  thofe  of  the  year  in  which  he  {hall 
be  admitted,  be  examined  with  thofe  of  the  year  in  which 
he  {hall  come  to  refide. 

14.  That  fuch  examination  be  In  the  latin  and  greek 
languages,  ancient  hillory,  compofition,  and  the  ele- 
ments of  geometry,  algebra,  and  logic. 

15.  That  the  examination  of  penlioners  and  fizars  be 
in  the  fame  place,  during  the  fame  hours  of  the  day, 
and  under  the  fame  penalty  for  abfence,  with  allowance 

' of  the  fame  mode  of  excufe.  That  the  examiners  be 
the  fame.  That  they  declare  which  appear  to  be  upon 

the 
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pofal  from  a different  quarter.  I wifh  re- 
formation, and  fhall,  therefore,  not  oppofe 

F 3 any 

the  whole  the  beft  fcholars,  in  the  fame  proportion,  and 
with  the  like  diftin£lion.  And  that  fuch  declaration  be 
publifhed  to  thefenate,  and  notified  to  each  college,  in 
the  fame  manner,  as  has  been  already  directed  in  the 
cafe  of  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners. 

1 6.  That  each  of  the  feven  examiners  receive  a gra- 
tuity of  ten  guineas,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  univerfity 
cheft.  And  that  every  nobleman  and  fellow- commoner, 
who  {hall  be  admitted  after  the  30th  day  of  April,  in 
the  year  1774,  pay  at  his  admiffion,  two  guineas  i and 
every  penfioner  who  {hall  be  admitted  after  the  fame 
30th  day  of  April,  pay  at  his  admillion,  half  a guinea, 
towards  replacing  in  the  chell  fuqh  fums  as  {hall  be 
thence  fo  ilTued, 

17.  That  the  monies  fo  charged  at  the  admiffions  of 
noblemen,  fellow-commoners,  and  penfioners,  be  ac- 
counted for  to  the  vice-chancellor  on  the  faturdays  next 
before  the  days  of  examination  by  their  refpedfive  tutors, 
who  {hall,  at  the  fame  times,  deliver  lilts  of  fuch  of  their 
pupils,  as  are  to  be  examined,  with  the  dates  of  their 
admillions. 

18.  That  befide  the  feyen  appointed  examiners,  any 
member  of  the  fenate  be  at  liberty  to  examine. 

19.  That  It  would  be  an  improvement  of  the  examina- 
tion for  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  if  the  moderators 
were  fir{l  to  determine,  which  are  the  twelve  beft  fcho- 
lars upon  the  whole  in  the  other  fubje£ts  of  examination, 
before  they  proceed  to  examine  in  the  higher  parts  of 
mathematics. 

In  witnefs  whereof  they  have  hereunto  fet  their  hands, 
this  28th  dayofMarch,  1774**’ 
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any  falutary  mcafure,  from  mean  and  felfifli 
motives.  I will  fupport  regulations,  though 
Hallifax  himfelf  propofe  them  ; and  try  to 
fet  my  adverfaries,  the  example  of  a more 
candid  fpirit.”  And,  to  the  fame  elfeft  alfo, 
he  wrote  to  another  friend  on  the  following 
day,  in  which  letter  he  fays,  “ It  is  now, 
in  a manner,  confeffed,  that  the  late  graces 
were  loft,  becaufe  Dr.  Hallifax  and  the  dean 
of  Ely,  (Dr.  Thomas,)  had  objections  to  the 
perfon  who  moved  the  queftion ; but  that  if 
the  meafure  is  again  propofed,  by  perfons 
in  authority,  the  bufinefs  will  be  done.  I 
whh  too  well  to  the  univerfity  and  to  litera- 
ture, to  hurt  fo  important  a queftion  by  any 
defire  to  have  the  glory  of  carrying  it.  Let 
a motion  come  from  wjiat  quarter  it  will, 
I will  fupport  it,  with  all  my  power ; and 
leave  to  my  adverfaries  the  fhame  of  obflruCt- 
ing  the  eftablidiment  of  regulations  fo  much 
wanted,  becaufe  the  agents  were  not  fuch  as 
they  approved.  I will  only  fay,  that  in  the 
lid  of  voters  for  the  graces,  you  did  not  fee 
a man  vvho  was  not,  from  conviction,  with 
us ; and  that  in  the  lift  of  the  adverfaries, 
?nore  than  half,  in  the  mam  approved,  what 

‘ they 
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they  oppofed  by  their  fufFrage.  I fpeak  not 
from  prefumption,  we  have  it  from  their 
own  confeffion.” 

But  fo  little  fenfe  of  fhame  had  fome  men, 
that,  I find,  from  good  authority,  that  certain 
of  thd"  adverfaries  of  annual  examinations, 
talked  of  perpetuating  their  vidtory  over 
learning  and  morals,  by  firiking  a medal,  with 
the  infcription  “ Academia  liberata  Apr.  19, 
*.1774.”  “ So  different,”  writes  our  very  can- 
did author,  “ are  the  views,  in  which  dif- 
ferent perfons  fee  the  fame  thing.  The  duke 
of  Grafton  has  written  a letter  to  the  vice- 
chancellor,  which  was  communicated  to  the 
fyndicate,  in  which,  he,  in  the  firongeft 
terms,  approves  their  condudl.” 

In  the  midfi:  of  thefe  engagements,  added 
to  his  unceafing  labours  as  a ledlurer,  Mr. 
Jebb  was  not  inattentive  to  the  protefiant 
queflion  concerning  fubfcription  to  human 
forms  of  religious  faith  and  dodlrine,  or  to 
any  thing  which  affedted  the  interefts  of  re- 
ligion and  learning.  The  motion  which  was 
made  by  fir  William  Meredith,  on  the  5th  of 
'May,  1774,  had  previoufly  occupied  much 
of  Mr.  Jebb’s  attention,  as  indeed  every 
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tiiovement,  either  in  parliament,  or  in  the 
univerfity  fenate,  had  done. 

In  the  month  of  June,  Mr.  Jebb  finally 
left  Bungay,  and  fpent  the  two  following 
ones  with  his  father  at  Egham. 

In  the  continuation  of  our  account  of  the 
fuccefiive  efforts,  towards  a reform  in  the 
fyftem  of  education,  it  mufl  be  needlefs  to 
remark  the  judgment  and  wifdom  which  ac- 
companied the  propofitions  of  the  fyndicate;* 
or  the  advances  thefc  good  defigns  were  mak- 
ing towards  fuccefs ; and  the  open,  candid, 
and  deliberate  manner,  in  which  Mr.  Jebb 
fuggeffed  and  brought  them  forward. 

There  was  publiflied,  on  a fingle  fheet,' 
by  fome  unknown  perfon,  “ a plan  for 
public  examinations,”  bearing  date,  April 
the  25th,  1774.  This  fcheme  was  writ- 
ten with  good  temper,  and  with  a good 
defign ; being  apparently  publifhed  with  a 
view  to  point  out  a middle  road,  and  there- 
by to  meet,  in  part,  the  defires  and  the  fears 
of  the  friends  and  enemies  of  academical  re- 
formation. At  the  fame  time,  the  propofer 
renounced  any  intention  of  concerning  him- 
felf  any  further  in  its  fupport  j and  configned 

it 
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it  to  the  patronage  of  fome  of  the  late  fyndi- 
cate,  or  to  Dr.  Gordon,  or  to  Mr.  Jebb, 
As  a child  difowned  by  its  parents,  is  feldom 
foftered  by  the  world,  this  plan  was  not 
taken  up  by  any  member  of  the  fenate,  or 
brought  forward  into  that  date,  which  would 
require  our  concerning  ourfelves  further  with 
it.  And,  as  it  was  infufficient  for  the  effedl- 
ing  that  reform,  which  the  date  of  difci- 
pline,  and  the  ardour  of  the  friends  of  lite- 
rature and  good  morals  required,  its  peace- 
ful interment,  may  the  lefs  be  regretted. 

Mr.  Jebb  alfo  again  fubmitted  to  the 
univerdty,  before  his  retirement  for  the 
fummer,  another  “ plan  for  public  exami- 
nations,” dated  the  nth  of  May,  1774.  In 
Augud  he  enlarged  and  printed  the  fame, 
in  a pamphlet,  under  the  title  of  “ A 
propofal  for  the  edablifhment  of  public  ex- 
aminations, in  the  univerdty  of  Cambridge, 
with  occafional  remarks.”  In  this  date  it  is 
preferved  in  the  prefent  volumes.*  It  was 
again  re-printed,  on  a dngle  Ihect,  Odober 
the  18th,  for  the  more  immediate  ufe  of  the 

memberf: 


* See  vol.  ii.  p.  337*“370. 


( 74  ) 

members  of  the  univerfity.  And  having 
pafledthe  caput  on  the  27th  of  that  month, 
the  proportions  were  once  more  re-printed, 
with  the  alterations  they  had  undergone,  im- 
mediately before  they  were  offered  to  the  ca- 
put, and  in  that  ftate,  in  which  they  were 
fubmitted  to  the  fenate  on  the  next  day. 
This  laft  mentioned  paper  is  preferved  here, 
as  well  becaufe  of  the  approbation  with 
which  it  was  received  by  the  univerfity, 
though  it  failed  to  be  ftamped  with  the  au- 
thority of  a flatute,  as  for  the  intrinfic  im- 
portance of  the  proportions  themfelves,  and 
the  vigour  and  confidency  which  prevail 
through  the  whole  fcheme.*  The  altera- 
tions 

i 

j • Cambridge,  Oft.  28,  1774. 

* A copy  of  the  propofitions,  which  yefterday  paffed 
the  caput  in  as  many  diftinft  graces,  and  will  this  day 
be  fubmitted,  in  regular  fucceffion,  to  the  fufFrages  of 
the  fenate  at  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

1.  A public  examination  of  fuch  noblemen  and  fel- 
low-commoners, as  have  been  admitted  fince  the  friday, 
next  after  the  commencement  1774,  or  (hall  be  ad- 
mitted before  or  upon  the  friday,  next  after  the  com- 
mencement 1775,  lhall  beheld  in  the  fenate-houfe,  at 
fome  time  in  the  year  1776,  hereafter  to  be  appointed. 

2,  A public  examination  of  fuch  penfioners  and  fizars, 
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tions  introduced  into  this  plan,  from  the  re- 
folutions  of  the  laft  fyndicate,  chiefly  re- 

fpedt 

as  have  been  admitted  lince  the  Friday,  next  after  the 
commencement  1774,  or  fhall  be  admitted  before  or 
upon  the  Friday,  next  after  the  commencement  1775, 
ihall  be  held  in  the  fenate  houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year 
1775,  hereafter  to  be  appointed  j faving  to  King’s  col- 
lege its  ufual  privileges. 

3-  The  examinations,  propofed  in  the  two  foregoing 
regulations,  (hall  be  united,  fo  as  to  conftitute  one  exa- 
mination of  all  the  ftudents  admitted  within  the  periods 
therein  fpecified. 

4.  The  examination  propofed  in  the  preceding  ordi- 
nance, fhall  be  held  upon  the  third  monday,  luefday, 
and  wednefday,  in  November  1776,  from  nine  to  twelve 
in  the  mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  afternoons 
of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

5.  Each  perfon,  attending  the  examination  in  1776, 
fhall  be  examined  in  the  latin  and  greek  dallies,  and  in 
the  elements  of  geometry,  and  algebra. 

6.  At  the  clofe  of  the  examination  in  1776,  the  ex- 
aminers hereafter  to  be  appointed  (or  the  majority  of 
them)  fhall  declare,  in  a writing  to  be  delivered  to  the 
vice-chancellor,  which  of  the  perfons,  then  examined, 
appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  the  beft  fcholars,  not  dif- 
tinguifhing  more  than  a third  part,  and  placing  the  per- 
fons fo  difiinguiflied  according  to  their  refpedive order 
of  merit.  Copies  alfo  of  fuch  declaration  fhall  be  fent 
to  each  college. 

7.  Each  nobleman  and  fcllowcommoner,  admitted 
within  the  period  fpecified  in  the  firft  ordinance,  fhall 

be 
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fpcd  the  connedling  the  examinations  with 
the  fettled  ledures  of  the  tutors. 

The 

be  fubjefted  to  one  other  public  examination  In  the  fe- 
nate-houfe,  at  fome  time  in  the  year  1777,  hereafter  to 
be  appointed. 

8.  The  fecond  examination  of  the  noblemen  and  fel- 
low-commoners admitted  as  fpecified  in  the  firft  ordi- 
nance, (hall  be  held  upon  the  fourth  monday,  tuefday, 
and  wednefday  in  November  1777,  from  nine  to  twelve 
in  the  mornings,  and  from  two  to  five  in  the  afternoons 
of  the  monday  and  tuefday. 

g.  Each  nobleman  and  fellow- commoner,  admitted 
as  fpecified  in  the  firft  ordinance  fliall,  at  his  fecond  ex- 
amination, in  1777,  be  examined  in  Locke’s  E flay  on 
the  human  underftanding,  natural  philofophy,  and  mo- 
dern hiftory. 

10.  At  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  examination  of  the 
noblemen  and  fellow-commoners,  admitted  as  before 
fpecified,  the  three  examiners  hereafter  to  be  appointed, 
or  the  majority  of  them,  fliall  declare,  in  a writing  to 
be  delivered  to  the  vice-chancellor,  which  of  the  per- 
fons,  then  examined,  appear  upon  the  whole  to  be  the 
beft  fcholars,  not  diftinguifhing  more  than  a third  part, 
and  placing  the  perfons  fo  diftinguiftied  according  to 
their  refpedtive  order  of  merit : fuch  declaration  fliall 
be  publiflied  by  the  vice-chancellor  to  the  fenate  at  the 
next  following  congregation,  and  copies  thereof  tranf- 
mitted  by  him  to  the  chancellor  of  the  univerfity,  and 
fent  to  each  college. 

11.  Perfons  changing  their  order  to  become  fellow- 
commoners,  fhall,  in  the  examinations,  be  clafled  with 

fuch 


( 77  ) 

The  lofs  of  thefe  propofitions  by  one  vote 
in  the  non-regent  houfe,  while  there  was 

known 

fuch  as  are  of  the  fame  ftanding  with  themfelves  by  ad* 
miffion, 

12.  Any  nobleman  and  fellow-commoner,  admitted 
as  before  fpecified,  and  having  been  refident,  who  fhall 
abfent  himfelf  from  either  of  the  preceding  examinations, 
without  fufHcient  reafon,  fhall  be  publicly  admonifhed, 
or  fubjedfed  to  fuch  other  academical  cenfure,  fhort  of 
ruftication,  as  the  vice-chancellor  and  the  two  proclors, 
or  the  vice-chancellor  with  one  prodlor,  fhall  think  the 
cafe  deferves.  A reafon,  certified  to  the  vice-chancellor 
by  the  mafter  or  locum-tenens  of  his  college,  and  ap* 
proved  by  the  major  part  of  the  vice-chancellor  and 
heads  then  refident,  fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  to  excufe 
any  perfon’s  ahfence  from  a whole  examination.  And 
a reafon,  approved  by  the  major  part  of  the  examiners, 
hereafter  to  be  appointed,  fhall  be  deemed  fufficient  to 
excufe  any  perfon’s  abfence  from  any  part  of  an  exami- 
nation. 

13.  The  fandlion,  provided  for  the  purpofe  of  fecur- 
ing  the  attendance  of  noblemen  and  fellow- commoners, 
and  the  relief  admitted  under  it,  fhall  be  extended  to  the 
cafe  of  penfioners  and  fizars,  admitted  as  above,  who  fliall 
abfent  themfelves  from  the  examination  in  the  year 
1776. 

14.  In  all  future  years  after  1776,  there  fhall  be  a 
public  examination  of  fuch  noblemen,  fellow-com- 
moners, penfioners,  and  fizars,  as  fhall  then  be  of  equal 
ftanding  with  thofe  intended  to  be  examined  in  1776, 
and  the  fubjedts  and  time  fhall  be  the  fame  with  thole 
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known  to  be  a decided  majority  in  the  ju- 
nior divifion  of  the  fenate,  if  the  grace  had 

been 

'direfted  for  1776.  There  thall  alfo  be,  in  every  year 
fubfequent  to  the  year  1777*  a public  examination  of 
fuch  noblemen  and  fellow-commoners  as  (hall  then  be 
of  equal  ftanding  with  thofe  intended  to  be  examined 
in  1777,  and  the  fubjedts  and  time  (hall  be  the  fame 
with  thofe  diredfed  for  1777.  And  in  both  the  above 
examinations,  the  examiners  hereafter  to  be  appointed, 
fhall  make  the  fame  honorary  diftindlions  as  in  the  years 
1776,  and  1777,  and  attendance  fliall  be  fecured  by  the 
fame  fandfions. 

15.  Seven  examiners,  members  of  the  fenate,  fhall  be 
annually  appointed  from  the  feveral  colleges,  in  the  or- 
der of  the  cycle  of  opponents  in  divinity  : except  only 
that  Trinity-hall  fhall  add  an  examiner  every  fifth  year, 
and  that  the  mode  of  appointing  its  own  examiners  be 
left  to  each  college. 

16.  Where  three  colleges  are  laid  together  to  provide 
one  examiner,  they  fhall  have  the  appointment  accord- 
ing to  feniority  of  foundation.  And  the  examiners,  ap- 
pointed according  to  this  and  the  preceding  ordinance, 
fhall  be  prefented  to  the  vice-chancellor,  on  or  before 
the  eleventh  of  June  every  year. 

17.  At  the  firft  examination,  in  November  1776,  all 
the  examiners  fhall  examine  fuch  ftudents  as  fhall  then 
attend.  At  the  examinations  in.  November  1777,  the 
three  fenior  of  the  examiners  fhall  examine  the  noble- 
men and  fellow-commoners  of  the  fenior  year,  the 
other  four  or  five,  the  ftudents  of  the  junior  year,  and  fo 
always. 
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been  paflcd  by  the  fenior  part  of  the  unl- 
verfity,  would  naturally  give  fpirits  to  the 

purfuers 

i8.  Befides  the  appointed  examiners,  every  member 
of  the  fenate  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  examine. 

ig.  Each  of  the  examiners  fliall  receive  a gratuity  of 
ten  guineas,  to  be  paid  out  of  the  univerfity  cheft.  Every 
nobleman  and  fellow-commoner,  who  fliall  be  admitted 
after  the  date  of  this  grace,  fliall  pay  at  his  admiffion 
two  guineas,  and  every  peitfioner  half  a guinea,  towards 
replacing  in  the  cheft  fuch  fums  as  fliall  be  thence  fo 
iflued.  And  all  perfons,  already  admitted,  and  fub- 
jedied  to  the  above-mentioned  examinations,  fliall  be 
charged  with  the  fame  payments  at  the  clofe  of  the  pre- 
fen t quarter. 

20.  The  monies  charged  at  the  admillions  of  noble- 
men, fellow-commoners,  and  penfioners,  fliall  be  ac- 
counted for  to  the  vice-chancellor,  on  the  faturdays 
next  before  the  days  of  examination,  by  their  refpedlive 
tutors,  who  fliall,  at  the  fame  time,  deliver  lifts  of  fuch 
of  their  pupils,  as  are  to  be  examined,  with  the  dates  of 
their  admillions. 

N.  B.  The  fourth,  fifth,  and  fixth  propofitions,  are 
purpofely  fo  worded,  as  to  fuit  with  the  firft  ordinance, 
in  cafe  the  fecond  and  third  fliould  be  rejected.” 

The  following  is  communicated  as  an  accurate  lift 
of  the  gentlemen  who  voted  (Odl.  28,  1774)  in  the 
' fenate-houfe  of  Cambridge,  for  and  againft  a public  ex- 
amination of  all  fuch  noblemen  and  fellow- commoners 
as  fliould  afterwards  be  admitted  in  that  univerfity. 

For  the  grace;  the  bifliop  of  Carlille;  the  doftors 
Glynn,  Colignon,  Symonds,  Ewin,  Waring,  Gordon, 

Cooke, 
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purAiers  of  thefe  meafures*  and  call  for 
the  redoubled  exertions  of  thofe  gentlemen 
who  oppofed  them. 

About  two  days  before  the  laft  plan  was 
voted  in  the  fenate,  a publication  had  ap- 
peared in  the  univerfity,  entitled,  “ A letter 
to  the  author  of  the  plan  for  the  eftablifli- 
ment  of  public  examinations.”  I have  no 
information  concerning  the  author,  nor  is  it 

material 

Cooke,  Goddard,  Watfon,  Gooch;  mailers.  Manning, 
Hodfon,  Lambert,  Backhoufe,  Collier,  Tyrwhitt, 
Wyatt,  Hey,  Squire,  Smith,  White,  Borlafe,  Pember- 
ton, Jebb,  Gould,  Greaves,  Hughes,  Tyfon,  Wilgrefs, 
Paley,  Law,  Nafmith,  Colman,  Torkington,  Bond, 
Adair,  Chamberlayne ; in  all  thirty-eight. 

Againft  the  grace ; the  dodlors  Powell,  Ellillon, 
Smith,  Thomas,  Wilfon,  Brown ; mailers,  Lypeatt, 
Haighton,  Harrington,  Meredith,  Whiflbn,  Spencer, 
Howkins,  Greene,  Prellon,  Hilton,  Stevens,  Chevalier, 
Craven,  Ferris,  Pritchett,  Hubbard,  Farmer,  Blackall, 
Wilcox,  Dalton,  May,  Henfon,  Story,  Arnald,  Ker- 
fliaw,  Marlh,  Turner,  Cooke,  Norris,  Martyn,  Yates, 
HalTel,  Jepfon  ; in  all,  thirty-nine. 

The  above  lift  includes  eleven  dodlors,  fix  profefibrs, 
and  eight  public  tutors,  for  the  grace  ; and  fix  do6lors, 
three  profelTors,  and  fix  public  tutors  againft  the  grace. 

In  the  white- hood  houfe,  it  was  fuppofed  the  numbers 
would  have  ftood  as  follows  : for  the  grace  twenty-fix, 
againft  it  fifteen  ; of  the  latter  number  nine  would  have 
come  from  St,  John’s. 
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material  i the  letter  is  written  in  a candid 
manner,  but  furely  unimportant  in  its  mat- 
ter ; it  barely  fuggefted  the  difficulties,  in 
the  execution  of  it,  and  the  danger  that 
might  be  confequent  on  any  failure  in  the 
practice  of  the  propofed  plan. 

In  the  following  month,  there  was  alfo 
publiffied  another  tradl,  entitled,  An  ob- 
fervation  on  the  defign  of  ellablifliing  an- 
nual examinations.”  This  pamphlet,  though 
anonymous,  was  generally  afcribed  to  Dr, 
Powell ; it  was  not  written  in  fo  good  a 
temper  as  the  former  ; but,  in  refpedt  to  its 
matter,  more  deferving  of  notice. 

Thefe  little  tradts  together,  occalioncd  a 
third,  entitled,  A letter  to  the  author  of 
^an  obfervation  f ’ upon  this,  it  will  be  fuf- 
hcient  for  me  to  fay,  that  it  was  written  by 
a lady ; and  that  it  was  generally  under- 
ilood,  that  Dr.  Powell,  felt  as  fenfibly  the 

t 

pointed  arguments  of  Prlfcilla’s  pen,  as  an- 
other reverend  divine  had  done  before  him.* 

The 

* Upon  a fimilar  occafion,  and  in  reference  to  fome 
letters  addreffed  by  the  fame  lady,  in  one  of  the  public 

papers, 

MEM.  G 
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The  notification  of  her  vidtory  may,  pro* 
bably,  be  more  readily  admitted,  upon  the 
judgment  of  others,  than  upon  my  own ; 
and,  the  citation  of  their  tefiimony  will  ac- 
quit me  of  the  imputation  of  a compliment. 

“ The  utility  of  the  public  examinations,’* 
fay  the  nVonth'ly  reviewers,  flood  uninva- 
lidated by  any  thing  the  obferver  was  able 
to  alledge  againft  them.  The  prefent  writer 
has,  therefore,  all  the  advantage  againft  him, 
that  a good  caufe  can  poflibly  give ; and  all 
that  we  have  to  do  in  this,  cafe,  is  to  an- 
nounce the  earneft  expedlation  of  the  public, 
that  this  regulation  will  take  place  j a re- 
gulation in  every  refpedl  aufpicious,  not 
only  to  the  intereft  and  profperity  of  the 
univerfity  of  Cambridge  in  particular,  but 
to  learning  in  general.”  * 

An 

papers,  to  Dr,  Hallifax,  under  the  fignature  of  “ Prif- 
cilla,”  it  was  obferved  by  Mr.  Paley,  “ that  the  Lord 
had  fold  Sifcra  into  the  hand  of  a woman.”  See  “ A 
defence  of  the  confiderations  on  the  propriety  of  requir- 
ing a fubfcription  to  articles  of  faith,”  8vo.  1774, 
p.  30. 

* See  Monthly  review,  vol.  lii.  p.  459. 
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An  attention  to  the  progrefs  of  Mr.  Jebb’s 
exertions  to  promote  academical  reforma- 
tion, has  drawn  me  to  negl'ed:,  in  its  place, 
the  mention  of  a tranfadlion  in  London,  in 
tlie  fpring  of  the  year  1774,  in  which  his 
heart  was  deeply  interefled. 

Mr.  Lindfey  had  communicated  to  him, 
among  the  hrft  of  his  friends,  his  determined 
refolution  of  religning  his  preferment  in  the 
eftabhilied  church,  and  his  earned;  withes  >of 
meeting  with  a fociety  of  Unitarian  chritlians, 
to  whom  his  minifirations  might  be  ac- 
ceptable. 

They  both  agreed,  that  it  was  of  great 
confequence,  that  there  fhould  be  a church 
of  chritlians  profefledly  Unitarian ; which 
fliould  hold  forth  the  v/orihip  of  the  only 
true  'God,  the  father  ^ the  omnipotent  parent 
and  creator  of  the  univerfe ; to  the  ex- 
clusion of  all  other  perfons  and  objects  of 
worihip.  And  as  foon  as  a profpedl  offered 
of  railing  a congregation  on  this  plan,  it  was 
communreated  to  Mr.  Jebb.  No  important 
flep  was  taken,  whthout  confulting  him  j 
and  many  ufeful  hints,  and  much  afiiflance, 
was  received  from  him,  together  with  his 

G 2 
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two  mofl  intimate  friends,  often  named  in 
thefe  memoirs,  and  dill  refident  in  the  uni- 
verlity  of  Cambridge  j efpecially  with  re- 
gard to  fuch  farther  improvements  as  were 
judged  proper  to  be  added  to  Dr.  Clarke’s 
amendments  of  the  liturgy  of  the  eftablifhed 
church. 

In  fome  letters  written  at  the  time,  Mr. 
Jebb  exprelfed  the  utmoft  folicitude  for  its 
fuccefs ; and  had  engaged  a particular  friend, 
who  happened  to  be  in  town,  to  be  prefent 
at  the  firft  opening  of  the  chapel,  that  he 
might  learn  from  him  every  thing  that 
• 

When  he  afterwards  came  to  ref  de  him- 
felf  in  the  metropolis,  he  was  a conf  ant  at- 
tendant at  the  chapel  in  Efex-f reet  j and 
frequently  expref ed  his  happinefs  and  com- 
fort in  the  opportunity  of  joining  in  a fer- 
vice  and  worfhip  he  lb  much  approved. 

Mr.  Jebb  had  much  approved  of  Mr. 

Lindfey’s 

* Mr.  Lindfey’s  fermon,  preached  at  the  opening  of 
the  chapel  in  Efl'ex-houfe,  Ell’ex-ftrcet,  London,  on 
funday,  April  17th,  1774,  was  foon  afterwards  pub- 
liflred.  And  a third  edition  of  “ the  Book  of  common- 
prayer  reformed,”  was  publifhed  fo  lately  as  1785. 
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Lindley’s  piiblilliing  his  Apology  on  re- 
iigning  the  vicarage  of  Catterick,  York- 
fhire,:”  which  was  followed  by  a fupple- 
mental  work,  entitled  “ The  Sequel,”  in 
which  the  author  treated  more  largely  con- 
cerning the  nature  and  perfon  of  Chrift. 
To  report  Mr.  Jebb’s  favourable  opinion  of 
the  criticifms  and  arguments  in  the  fequel, 
from  the  evidence  of  private  letters,  is  need- 
lefs  j as  the  account  given  of  this  learned 
work  in  the  Monthly  review  came  from ' his 
pen  i * and  probably  was  the  only  com- 
munication of  the  kind  he  .ever  tranfmitted 
to  that  periodical  publication. 

In  the  conclufion  of  this  year,  I find  fome 
flrong  evidences  ,of  the  interefi:  Mr.  Jebb 
took  in  the  eftablifhment  of  liberty  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  atlantic,  and  in  the  fuffer- 
ings  of  the  americans.  In  a letter  to  a 
friend,  dated  the  2ifi:  of  November,  1774, 
he  writes,  “ Your  information,  in  every 
refpedl,  is  pleafing  to  me  3 I rejoice  that  you 
keep  on  in  your  great  purpofe,  with  fo  much 
itedfaftnefs  and  fuccefs ; and  that  the  ame- 

G 3 ricans 

* See  Monthly  review,  vol.  Iv,  p.  195  and  264,  and 
Ivl.  14, 
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ricans  cdntrnnc  to  proceed  with  To  much 
bravery  and  prudence.  I fhall  not  be  quite 
cafy  about  them,  tiil  I fee  the  event  of  the 
congrefs-.  A very  fenhble  letter,  in  the 
Ledger  of  yederday,  /hews  the  abfurdity  of 
petitioning  for  redrefs ; the  mod  vigorous 
meafurcs  are  the  bed ; the  engli/h  minidry 
mud  feel,  before  they  will  repent.  The 
length  of  time,  in  cafe  of  a pe  tition,  will  give 
them  an  opportunity  of  trying  their  ufoal 
arts  of  conaUerinn  bv  divifion.  The  new 
efiay,  by  the  PenfylVanian  farmer,  * is  mod 
admirable  ;*  but  Lwidi  to- have  the  ameri- 
cans  go  the  whole  ground  at  once ; which 
^they  may  do,  and' yet  leave  matters  open  for 
an  accommodation.  The  only  way  to  avoid 
• blooddied,  is  for  the  americans  to  drew  tlieir. 
.relolution  in  the  fird  indance.  An  imme- 
diate fufpenfion  of  trade  with  Great-Britain, 
Ireland,  and  the  Wed  Indies,  would  procure 
them  redrefs,  as  it  would  edecd  an  immediate 
petition  from  the  britiih  mcrdiants.  See. 
more  likely  to  prevail  than  any  petition  of 
their  own.”  And,  again,  in  another  letter, 
to  the  fame  friend,  dated  the  3d  of  December 

following, 

I his  tr?.iTt  vv?.s  written  by  John  Dickinfon,  of«(. 


( S7  ) 

following,  he  fays,  “ I had  indulged  great 
hopes  that  adminiftration  would  have  re- 
laxed, and  thereby  have  prevented  that  con- 
fufion  which  every  man  mufl  lament,  if  he 
has  any  fenhbility  remaining.  I did  not 
think  that  defpotifm  was  fo  much  a thing 
refolved  on.  I hope  the  americans,  by  a 
temperate,  manly,  yet  peaceful  reliftance, 
and  the  ufe  of  legal  means,  as  oppofed  to 
force,  will  prevent  that  inhum.an  deftrudtion 
of  our  fellow-creatures,  which  is  threatened. 
Locke  has  Ihewn  m.e  who  are  the  real  rebels, 
in  a - conteft  of  this  kind  3 they  are  thofe, 
who,  by  unjuft  oppreftion,  renew  that  ftate 
of  war,  which  laws  and  fociety  had  ba- 
nished.” 

Nor  was  Mr.  Jebb’s  attention  lefs  awake 
to  the  defigns  of  certain  perfons  in  this 
country,  towards  forwarding  the  exclufive 
eftablifhment  of  epifcopacy  in  America,  than 
to  the  danger  of  their  civil  liberties,  “ I 
find,”  fays  he,  in  another  letter,  dated  the 
j I th  of  December,  “from  a correfpondent 
in  Virginia,  that  Dr.  Chandler,  of  New- 
York,  has  publiftaed  there  a virulent  in- 
ve<flive,  againft  the  “ Critical  conuncntary 
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upon  Seeker’s  letter,”  and  that  it  does  harm 
to  the  caufe  of  chriilian  liberty.  Dr.  Chand- 
ler has  fubjolned  bifhop  Sherlock’s  memorial, 
prefented  to  the  king  in  council,  in  February 
1749-50,  in  favour  of  an  american  epifeo- ‘ 
pate,  now  fird  printed,  he  fays,  from  an 
original  in  the  hands  of  a great  living  pre- 
late. Such  is  the  infatuation,  that  many  of 
the  colonids,  enemies  to  taxation,  are  for  a 
bilhop.  Such  has  been  the  confequence 
of  Seeker’s  unremitting  efforts,  to  fpread 
church-of-Englandifm,  on  the  other  fide  of 
the  atlantic.  Sherlock’s  memorial,  is  an 
artful  performance,  and  big  with  mifehief.”*'*^ 

* ' i 

The  year  1775,  afforded  a continuation  of 
his  labours,  in  the  recomm'endation  of  an- 
nual examinations  s and  completed  the  de- 
fign,  which  he  had  long  contemplated  with 
anxious  folicitude,  of  relinquifliing  his  pre- 
ferment 

* The  “ Critical  commentary  or)  archbifhop  Seeker’s 
tetter,  to  the  right  honourable  Horatio  Walpole,  con- 
cerning bifhops  in  America,”  was  publifhed  in  London, 
;7;o.  I'he  reply  v/as  entitled,  “ A free  exarniiia- 
tion  of  tile  Critical  commentary,”  5cc.  by  Thomas 

Chandler,  D.D,  and  publijQicd  atNew^York,  >774. 
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ferment V and  fituation  in  the  edabllflied 
church. 

In  the  fpring,  Mr.  Jebb  printed,  on  a 
fingle  flieet,  “An  addrefs  to  the  members 
of  the  fenate,”  dated  March  the  2 ad,  1775? 
wherein,  after  Hating  certain  poHulata,  he 
propofed  to  offer  a grace  to  the  following 
effed,  as  the  mod  becoming  method  which 
an  individual,  fo  peculiarly  circumflanced 
as  he  was,  could  purfue. 

“ That  a fyndicate,  confifling  of  the 
vice-chancellor  and  the  heads  of  houfes,  be 
commiffoned  to  draw  up  a form  of  appli- 
cation to  the  chancellor,  in  which  he  fhall 
be  requefled  to  acquaint  us  with  the  fenti- 
men  ts  of  the  friends  of  the  univerfi ty,  con- 
cerning the  expediency  of  introducing  im- 
provements into  our  literary  courfe;  and, 
in  cafe  fuch  expediency  fhould  appear  ma- 
nifed,  that  he  would  furj;her  condefcend  to 
trace  out  the  line  of  condudt,  whereby  we 
may  be  enabled  mod  ededlually  to  anfwer 
the  expectation  of  the  public,  and,  at  the 
fame  time,  to  allure  his  grace  of  the  difpo- 
fition  of  the  academical  fenate,  to  afhd  by 
thcjr  ^ounfel  in  completing,  and  by  their 

fuffrages 
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fnffngcs  in  cftabliihing,  any  plan,  the  ge- 
neral outlines  of  which  fhall  come  recom- 
mended to  us  by  fuch  refpedable  advice/* 

" This  meafure,  however,  was  fufpended> 
for . the  reafons  exprefled  in  a fubfequent 
Ihort  addrefs,  dated  the  29th  of  the  fame 
month : of  which,  as  an  hiftorical  docu- 
ment, we  have  preferved  a copy.  “ Mr, 
Jebb  has  endeavoured  to  colledt  the  general 
fentiment,  refpeding  the  meafure,  fuggefted 
at  the  clofe  of  his  addrefs  to  the  members 
of  the  fenate,  dated  the  22d  of  this  moilth. 
He  perceives  that  the  majority  do  not  ap- 
prove of  the  propofal.  It  appears  to  be  the 
opinion  of  the  gentlemen  he  has  converfed 
with,  that  the  chancellor  has  expreffed  his 
fentiments  with  fufficient  precifion,  in  his 
letter  to  the  vice-chancellor,  and  to  the 
fyndicate,  appointed  by  grace  of  the  fenate. 
Upon  the  17th  of  February,  1774.  It  has 
alfo  been  fuggefted,  by  many  of  the  refident 
friends  to  the  inftitution  of  public  exami- 
nations, that,  if  the  motion  for  their  efla- 
bliihment  was  deferred  ’till  the  enfuing  win- 
ter, it  v/ou Id  be  more  likely,  than  at  pre- 
fent,  to  meet  with  a general  concurrence. 

He 
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He  fubmits  himfelf,.  in  both  thefe  refpeds, 
implicitly  to  their  judgment.  He  doe?  not 
retradt  the  alTertions  and:  concliiiions  ad- 
vanced in  the  propolitions ; he  imagines  he 
has  perceived  additional  reafons  to  believe, 
that  they  are  founded  upon  faft.  In  the 
intervening  time,  he  will,  with  all  thank- 
fulnefs,  attend  to  any  hints  that  £hall  be 
iuggehed,  relating  to  this  fubjedl;  to  ob- 
jections he  will  reply,  in  the  fpirit  of  can- 
dour ; and  will  endeavour  to  demonftrate 
the  utility  of  the  inditution  in  queftion,  in 
a further  addrefs  to  the  univerfity  and  the 
public.’* 

The  quefiion  of  public  examinations  be* 
ing  thus  difpofed  of  for  the  prefen t,  in  de- 
ference to  the  judgment  of  others,  we  will 
divert  our  narrative  into  another  channel 
until  Mr.  Jebb  refumed  it,  according  to  his 
promife,  and  the  expectations  of  his  friends, 
in  the  following  winter. 

lathe  courfe  of  the  fummer  this  year,  Mr. 
Jebb’s  thoughts  were  much  turned  towards 
the  war  in  America,  the  event  of  which  he 

fuppofed 
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fuppofed  muil  be  decifivc  of  the  liberties  of 
both  countries. 

In  a private  letter  to  a friend,  (dated  the 
4th  of  June),  he  fays,  “ I have  fent  to  the 

bifhop  of  the  pamphlet  of  Mr. 

Maferes,  on  the  Quebec-bill;  at  my  in- 
ftance,  he  read  it,  and  is  convinced ; and 
fpeaks  almoft  as  ftrongly  as  I do,  which  is 
faying  a good  deal,  for  you  know  I am  not 
given  to  what  is  improperly  called,  mode- 
ration, upon  fuch  fubjedls.” 

Again,  in  a letter  to  Dr.  Chambers, 
(dated  from  Newark,  July  16,  1775,  when 
on  his  journey  into  the  north,)  he  fays, 
“As  to  american  affairs,  I now  begin  to 
defpair  of  an  accommodation  j that  country 
however  will  be  free,  and  this  muft  go 
backwards,  perhaps  to  its  original  ftate  of 
barbarity.^  There  remains,  confequently, 

fome 

* The  inftability  of  all  human  inftitutions,  is  as  ap- 
parent in  the  fate  of  the  roman  empire,  as  in  the  roman 
villa.  Dr.  Middleton,  fpeaking  of  Cicero’s  houfe  at 
Arpinum,  the  place  of  his  birth,  fays,  that  Atticus  was 
charmed  v/ith  ir.  “ But  there  cannot  be  a better 
proof,  adds  he,  of  the  delightfulnefs  of  the  place,  than 
that  it  is  nov/  poiTelTed  by  a convent  of  monks,  and 

called 
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fome  confolation.  Matters  are  not  fo  bad 
as  if  America  was  enflaved,  as  the  bifliop  of 

St.  Afaph 

called  ‘ the  villa  of  St.  Dominic.’  Strailge  revolu- 
tion ! to  fee  Cicero’s  porticos  converted  to  monkifli 
cloifters  ! the  feat  of  the  moft  refined  reafon,  Avit,  and 
learning,  to  a nurfery  of  fuperflition,  bigotry,  and  en- 
thufiafm.  What  a pleafure  niuft  it  give  to  thefe  domi- 
nican  inquifitors,  to  trample  on  the  ruins  of  a man* 
whofe  writings,  by  fpreading  the  light  of  reafon  and 
liberty  through  the  world,  have  been  one  great  inftru- 
ment  of  obftru£ting  their  unwearied  pains  to  enflave  it." 
—Middleton’s  Life  of  Cicero.  5th  edit.  8vo.  vol.  i.  p.  5. 

Another  villa  of  the  fame  illuftrious  roman, > at  Fu- 
teoli,  which  was  built  after  the  plan  of  the  academy  at 
Athens,  and  called  by  that  name,  being  adorned  with  a 
portico  and  a grove,  for  the  fame  ufe  of  philofophical  con- 
ferences. “ This  villa,  fays  Middleton,  was  afterwards 
an  imperial  palace  ; poflelTed  by  emperor  Hadrian,  who 
died  and  was  buried  in  it ; where  he  is  fuppofed  to  have 
breathed  out  that  laft  and  celebrated  adieu  to  his  ‘ little, 
pallid,  frightened,  fluttering  foul.’  Which  would  have 
left  him  with  lefs  regret,  if,  from  Cicero’s  habitation 
on  earth,  it  had  known  the  way  to  thofe  regions  above, 
where  Cicero  probably  flill  lives,  in  the  fruition  of  end- 
lefs  happinefs.”  (Middleton’s  Life  of  Cicero,  vol.  iii. 
p.  207,  note.)  Nor  is  the  fate  of  this  villa  much  dif- 
ferent from  that  at  Arpinum.  “ It  is  now,”  fays  the 
late  Mr.  Flollis,  “ poflTeflcd  by  a convent  of  francifcan- 
friars,” — Memoirs  of  Tho.  Hollis, cfq.  vol.  i.  p.  43 — 4.5  j 
where  the  fadl  is  cited  ; and  where  the  heretical  charity 

of 
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St.  Afaph  fays.  Liberty  has  an  afylum  on 
that  continent.  The  abominable  Have  trade 

will, 

of  Middleton,  is  fupported  by  the  authorities  of  Eraf- 
mus  and  Luther.  * 

Again.  Dr.  Middleton  having  quoted  fome  jocular 
and  contemptuous  expreflions  concerning  Britain,  in 
Cicero’s  letters  to  Atticus  ; fuch  as,  that  “ there  was 
not  a grain  of  filver  in  it,  nor  any  thing  ell'e  but  Haves  j 
of  whom  you  will  fcarce  expedl  any,  I dare  fay,  fkilled 
in  mufic  or  letters  proceeds  to  make  this  fine  reflec- 
tion : “ From  their  railleries  of  this  kind,  on  the  bar- 
barity and  mifery  of  our  ifland,  one  cannot  helpreflcdl- 
ing  on  the  furprifing  fate  and  revolutions  of  kingdoms  : 
how  Rome,  once  the  miftrefs  of  the  world,  the  feat  of 
arts,  empire,^.and  glory,  now  lies  funk  in  floth,  ignorance, 
and  poverty  j enflaved  to  the  moft  cruel  as  well  as  molt 
contemptible.of  tyrants,  fuperftition,  and  religious  impof- 
ture:  while  this  remote  country,  anciently  the  jefi:  and 
contemptof  the  polite  Romans  is  become  the  happy  fcatof 
liberty,  plenty,  and  letters;  flourifhing  in  all  the  arts  and 
refinements  of  civil  life;  yet  running  perhaps  the  fame 
courfe,  which  Rome  itfelf  had  run  before  it ; from  vir- 
tuous induftry  to  wealth  ; from  wealth  to  luxury  ; front 
luxury  to  an  impatience  of  difeipline,  and  corruption 
of  morals;  till,  by  a total  degeneracy,  and  lofs  of  virtue, 
being  grown  ripe  for  deftrudlion,  it  falls  a prey  at  lall 
to  fome  hardy  opprefl'or,  and,  with  the  lols  of  liberty, 
lofing  every  thing  elfe  that  is  valuable,  finks  gradually 
again  into  its  original  barbarifm.”  (Middleton’s  Life 
of  Cicero,  vol.  iii.  p.  102  and  103.  Whereupon  the 
author  of  the  Hollifian  Memoirs  obferves,  “ might  not 
the  biographer  have  added,  ‘ the'  plague  is  begun.” 
(Memoirs  of  I'homas  Hollis,  efq.  vol.  i.  p.  54O 
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wi!l,  I trufl:,  be  abolifhed ; and  the  remem* 
brance  of  what  was  fuffered  in  this  century, 

ill 

In  addition  to  thefe  admirable  refledlions  of  Dr.  Mid- 
dleton, let  us  notice  how  far  the  derifions  caft  upon  Bri- 
tain by  Cicero  in  his  letters  to  Atticus,  are  counterba- 
lanced in  the  juft  remarks  upon  the  fallen  ftate  of  roman 
greatnefs,by  another  of  our  own  countrymen,  and  one  of 
our  contemporaries.  “ The  rife  and  fall  of  empire,'^ 
fays  Mr.  Kent,  “ may  be  ranked  amongft  thofe  events 
which,  although  common,  do  not  ceafe  to  be  remarkable. 
Infpiration  only  could  have  difcovered,  that  the  primi- 
tive Romans,  a vile  and  abjedl  people,  were  deftined  ta 
clear  the  path,  which  conduced  their  future  race  to 
the  fovereignty  of  the  world.  If,  in  the  days  of  Julius 
Cafar,  a roman  augur  had  pretended,  that  his  birds  in- 
formed him,  that  the  diftant  defeendants  of  the  didlator, 
and  his  invincible  countr)'men,  fhould  be  emafculated, 
and  ftng  upon  a^^age,  before  the  pofterity  of  the  con- 
quered Britons,  inftead  of  being  reverenced  as  a prophet, 
he  would  have  been  ftoned,  as  a madman.  Yet,  this, 
and  ftranger  things  than  this  have  happened.  To  what 
fate  England,  the  envy,  and  admiration  of  every  king- 
dom upon  earth,  may  be  referved,  it  is  impoffible  to  de- 
termine- A piifture  of  England,  funk  into  what  Rome 
is  at  prefent,  blended  with  the  reprefentation  of  an 
american  colony,  fuperior  in  power  and  fplendour,  to 
her  unnatural  mother,  can,  in  this  age,  only  be  ideal; 
but  the  future  reality  is,  to  the  full  as  probable,  as  was 
the  deftrutftion  of  Rome,  by  the  barbarians,  in  the 
boafied  reign  of  Augiiftus.”  (See  Mr.  Kent’s  tranfla- 
tlon  of  the  Marq.  de  Cbattelcux’s  E.Cay  on  public  hap- 
pinefs,  vol.  i.  p.  265,  in  the  note  by  the  tranflator.j 
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in  fupport  of  liberty,  will  prevent  the  pofle- 
rity  of  the  prefent  defenders  of  it,  from  lof- 
ing  it  fo  quickly,  as  I fear  we  lhall  do.  The 
americans,  I am  fenlible,  have  much  to 
learn  with  refpedt  to  religious  liberty.  Wc 
have  been,  I truft,  of  fervice  in  this  particu- 
lar > we  have  brought  forth  the  principles 
of  their  and  our  adverfaries  into  full  view, 
and  have  exhibited  the  form  of  true  protef- 
tantifm,  which  they  may  improve  by,  if 
^they  pleafe.”^ 

I ^ 

. * The  liberal  ideas  which  have  been  entertained  In 

America  refpeding  religious  liberty,  will  appear  froiti 
an  “ Addrefs  delivered  by  the  rev.  Mr.  Barnard  of  Sa- 
lem, at  the  ordination  of  Mr.  M‘Keen,  at  Beuerley  in 
New-England,  on  May  nth,  1785J  called,  “The 
.right  hand  of  fellowfliip.” 

“ Different  fchemes,”  fays  this  gentleman,  “ refpedt- 
ing  the  conftitution  and  comparative  rank  of  chriftian 
churches,  have  been  illuftrated  with  ingenuity,  and  de- 
fended with  refpedtable  reafonings.  Still,  our  com- 
munion is  of  opinion,  that,  no  particular  church 
has  fovereignty  over  other  churches  ; that,  they  arc 
equally  independent  of  each  other,  till  united  by  vo- 
luntary compaft:  we  have  ever,  therefore,  declined  union 
with  the  ftate,  the  only  fource  of  church  dominion  ; and 
. have  claimed  of  the  magiftrate  this  privilege  only,  that 
we  fhould  not  be  molefted  for  our  formulas  of  faith, 
or  particular  modes  of  worfhip,  while  we  behave  with 
the  peaceablcnefs  and  fidelity  of  good  fubjedls. 


“ In 
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Mr.  Jebb  being  at  Harrowgate  this  fum- 
mer,  he  vilited,  from  thence,  Mr.  archdea- 
con 

i 

In  fupport  of  our  opinion,  we  urge  our  Lord’s  many 
declarations,  which-difclaim  every  idea  of  union  with 
ftates:  and  the  right  hand  of  fellowlhip  pradfifed  by  his 
apoftles,  which  expreffes  full  equality  between  the 
minifters  of  his  religion  and  the  focieties  with  which 
they  are  connected. 

“ However,  waving  thefe  pleas,  which  have  often 
been  confidered  with  minute  attention,  and  urged  with 
the  authority  of  reafon  and  revelation  ; we  will  place 
in  near  profpedl  before  our  minds,  human  nature,  and 
the  feriesof  events  fince  lofty  Views  of  precedency  arofe 
in  the  chriftian  church,  and  inquire — whether  equality 
or  inequality,  between  churches,  reprefents  the  chriftian 
religion  in  the  jufteft  and  moft  amiable  light,  and  moft: 
promotes  the  tranquility  and  happinefs  of  the  great 
company  of  profeflbrs? 

“ Equality,  not  only  pleafes  the  mind  of  man  and 
gratifies  his  feelings,  but  fufpends  the  exercife  of  thofe 
malignant  pafllons,  which  torment  him  whenever  in- 
dulged, and  urge,  him  to  revenge  and  injury  upon  every 
objecl  which  excites  them  : its  divine  influence,  upon 
religious  parties,  has  been  abundantly  approved  by  ex- 
periment : in  thofe  countries  where  univerfal  toleration 
is  enjoyed,  without  Invidious  diflindfions,  the  various 
fe^s  live  together  like  brethren,  and  exhibit,  in  their 
conducl  towards  each  other,  the  faireft  examples  of  mo- 

t 

deration  and  good  will. 

“ Inequality,  has  a very  difterent  operation,  and  intro- 
duces 
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con  Blackburhe,  at  Richmond,  and  fpent 
the  day  with  him  on  the  i6th  of  July ; a 

day 

duces  a very  difFerent  'fcenc.  The  moment  a particular 
church  is  exalted  above  thofe  around  her,  fhe  is  aftuated 
by  the  fpirit  of  power,  whofe  governing  objecfl  is  uni- 
verfal  dominion  j and  is  chagrined  and  miferable,  if  every 
tongue  does  not  confefs,  and  every  knee  bow  to  her  au- 
thority. How  does  flie  endeavour  to  accomplifh  her  fa- 
vourite purpofes,  amidft  that  variety  of  fentiment,  which 
will  ever  prevail  amongfi:  men,  upon  fubjedts  of  magni- 
tude ? She  infpires  into  all  her  children  contempt  of 
thofe  who  refill  her  claims ; attaches  td  them  all  civil 
dillimflions,  to  render  the  oppoUtion  of  her  enemies  in- 
efficacious j or,  llrengthened  with  the  arm  of  the  magif- 
trate,  Ihe  condemns  them  in  moll  opprobrious  terms,, 
and  by  cruel  meafures  filcnces  or  exterminates  them. 

“ Perhaps,  in  all  hiftory,  we  cannot  produce  an  ex- 
ample, of  a fovereign  church,  yielding  up  her  fanciful 
ideas  of  uniformity,  and  ellablllhing  the  mild  dodlrines 
of  equality  and  toleration,  till  obliged,  by  the  fuperior 
number  of  thofe  who  deny  her  jurifdicElion,  and  the  in- 
fluence of  enlightened  ftatefmen  ! Perhaps,  to  inequality, 
as  the  ultimate  fource,  we  may  attribute  thofe  bitter  ca- 
lumnies, enraged  parties,  and  bloody  perfecutlons,  which 
have  dilhonoured  the  chriftian  name  in  every  age  fmee 
its  rife  ! 

People  highly  favoured  of  the  Lord  ! Ye  only  fee 
the  period,  which  the  wifefl:  and  bell  men  in  every  age 
of  chriftianity  have  willied  to  fee,  but  have  been  denied 
the  privilege  ! Ye  only  fee  this  interefting  fentence 
a fundamental  maxim  of  your  civil  government,  “ no 

fubordination 
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day  which  feeined  memorable  to  him  from 
the  fatisfadion  and  delight  he  repeatedly 

H 2 expreiTed 

fubordinationof  anyone  fedl or  denomination  to  another, 
(hall  ever  be  eftabliflied  by  law  J”*  Ye  only  enjoy  the 
diftinguHhing  felicity  of  thinking  for  yourfelves  and  ex-  v 
preffing  your  fentiments,  unawed  by  penal  ftatutes,  ope- 
rating to  the  lofs  of  civil  privileges  fortun,es  and  lives  ! f 

“ With  a firm  perfuafion  in  our  minds  of  the  equality 
of  all  chriftian  minifters  and  churches,  I am  directed  by 
the  counfel  convened  on  this  folemn  and  cheerful  occa- 
fion,  to  give  you,  my  brother,  this  right  hand ; a facred 
pledge,  that  we  fpeak  the  fentiments  of  our  hearts,  when 
we  declare,  that  we  efteem  you  of  the  fame  rank  with 
any  of  the  minifters  of  Jefus  Chriftj  and  the  church 
over  which  you  have  been  inftituted  paftor,  of  the  fame 
rank  with  any  other  chriftian  church  ; a facred  promife, 
that  we  will  efteem  you  highly,  while  you  a<ft  confif- 
tently  with  the  charafter  of  a chriftian  minifter,  and 
will  do  you  every  faithful  and  generous  office.  May 
God  almighty  blefs  you,  my  brother  ; fend  out  his  light 
and  his  truth  ; and  guide  you  in  the  path  of  wife  im- 
provement, ftri(fl:  fidelity,  illuftrious  virtue,  and  exten- 
five  ufefulnefs ; and,  at  the  refurreffion  of  the  juft, 
diftinguifti  you  with  “ a crown  of  glory  which  fhall 
never  fade  away’* ! 

“ Behold,  how  good  and  how  pleafant  it  is,  for  bre- 
thren to  dwell  together  in  unity  ! Juft  on  the  borders  of 
dHTention,  we  rejoice  to  fee  you  this  day,  my  brethren 

of 

* Bill  of  rights,  lii.  art. 

-j-  Kara  temporum  fellcitas,  ubi  fentirc  quae  velis,  et 
quae  fentias  dicerc  licet.  Tacit,  lib,  i.  c.  i. 
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expreffed  at  the  interview  with  one  he  Co 
highly  efteemed,  honoured,  and  revered.  “ I 

have 

of  this  church,  on  the  fecure  ground  of  union  and  love. 
May  peace  continue  to  dwell  within  your  walls,  and 
profperity  make  glad  your  houfes  ! May  the  father  of 
lights,  from  whom  defcendeth  every  good  and  perfe£l: 
gift,  clothe  your  pallor  with  falvation,  that,  by  his 
miniftration,  the  vicious  may  be  continually  reformed, 
and  faints  built  up  in  faith  and  holinefs  unto  eternal 
life  !” 

Nor  can  the  protellant  fplrit  of  the  jireceding  paper  be 
better  fupported  and  confirmed  than  by  tranferibing, 

“ An  a£l  for  ellablilhing  religious  freedom,  palTed 
in  the  afiembly  of  Virginia,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  1786. 

“ Well  aware,  that  almighty  God  hath  created  the 
mind  free  j that  all  attempts  to  influence  it  by  temporal 
punilliments  or  burthens,  or  by  civil  incapacitations, 
tend  only  to  beget  habits  of  hypocrify,  and  are  a depar- 
ture from  the  plan  of 'the  holy  author  of  our  religion, 
who  being  lord  of  body  and  mind,  yet  chofe  not  to  pro- 
pagate it  by  coercions  on  either  j that  the  impious  pre- 
fumption  of  legiflators  and  rulers,  civil  as  well  as  eccle- 
fiaftical  (who  being  themfelves  but  fallible  and  unin- 
fpired  men,  have  affumed  dominion  over  the  faith  of 
others,  fetting  up  their  own  opinion  and  mode  of  think- 
ing as  alone  true  and  infallible,  and  as  fuch  endeavour- 
ing to  impofe  them  on  others,)  hath  eflablifhed  and 
maintained  falfe  religions  over  the  greateft  part  of  the 
world,  and.  through  all  time ; that  to  compel  a man  to 
furnilh  contributions  of  money  for  the  propagation  of 

opinions 
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have,  however,  heen  at  Richmond,”  fays  he, 
(in  a letter  written  from  Harrowgate,  Au- 
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opinions  which  he  difbelieves,  is  finful  and  tyrannical ; 
that  even  the  forcing  a man  to  fupport  this  or  that 
teacher  of  his  own  religious  perfuafion,  is  depriving  him 
of  the  comfortable  liberty  of  giving  his  contributions  to 
the  particular  pallor,  whofe  morals  he  would  make  his 
pattern,  and  whofe  powers  he  feels  moll  perfuafive  to 
righteoufnefs,  and  withdrawing  from  the  minillry  thofe 
temporal  rewards,  which,  proceeding  from  an  appro- 
bation of  their  perfonal  condudl,  are  an  additional  in- 
citement to  earnell  and  unremitted  labours  for  the  in- 
llrudlion  of  mankind  ; that  our  civil  rights  have  no  de- 
pendance  on  our  religious  opinions,  more  than  on  our 
opinions  in  phyfic  or  geometry ; that,  therefore,  the 
profcribing  any  citizen  as  unworthy  the  public  confi- 
dence, by  laying  upon  him  an  incapacity  of  being  called 
to  offices  of  trull  and  emolument,  unlefs  he  profefs  or  re- 
nounce this  or  thatreligious  opinion,  is  depriving  him  in- 
jurioully  of  thofe  privileges  and  advantages  to  which,  in 
common  with  his  fellow  citizens,  he  has][a  natural  right, 
and  tends  alfo  to  corrupt  the  principles  of  that  very  re- 
ligion it  is  meant  to  encourage,  by  bribing,  with  a mo- 
nopoly of  worldly  honours  and  emoluments,  thofe  who 
will  externally  conform  to  it ; that  though  indeed  thofe 
are  criminal  who  do  not  withlland  fuch  temptations,  yet 
neither  are  thofe  innocent  who  lay  them  in  their  way; 
that  to  fuffer  the  civil  magiflrate  to  intrude  his  powers 
into  the  field  of  opinion,  and  to  rellrain  the  profeffion 
or  propagation  of  principles  on  fuppofition  of  their  ill 
tendency,-  is  a dangerous  fallacy,  which  at  once  delhoys 

all 
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guft  the  4th,)  and  was  much  gratified 
by  my  vifit,  though  I had  not  time  to 

a thou- 

all  religious  liberty,  becaufe  he,  being  of  courfe  judge  of 
that  tendency,  will  make  his  opinions  the  rule  of  judg- 
ment, and  approve  or  condemn  the  fentiments  of  others, 
only  as  they  (hall  agree  with,  or  differ  from  his  own  j 
that  it  is  time  enough  for  the  rightful  purpofes  of  civil 
government,  for  its  officers  to  interpofe  when  principles 
break  out  in  overt  a£fs  againft  peace  and  good  order  j 
and  finally,  that  truth  is  great,  and  will  prevail  if  left  to 
herfelf ; is  the  proper  and  fufficient  antagonift  to  errors 
and  can  have  nothing  to  fear  from  the  conflifl,  unlefs, 
by  human  interpofition,difarmcd  of  her  natural  weapons, 
free  argument  and  debate ; error  ceafing  to  be  dange- 
rous, when  it  is  permitted  freely  to  contradidt  them. 

“ Be  it,  therefore,  enacled  by  the  general  a/l’embly, 
that  no  man  fhall  be  compelled  to  fupport  any  religious 
worfnip,  place,  or  miniftry  whatfoever ; nor  fhall  be 
forced,  reftrained,  molcfted,  or  burthened  in  his  body  or 
goods,  nor  fliall  otherwife  fuffer  on  account  of  his  reli- 
gious opinions  or  belief  j but  that  all  men  be  free  to  pro- 
fefs,  and  by  argument  to  maintain,  their  opinion  in 
matters  of  religion  ; and  that  the  fame  lhall  in  no  wife 
diminifli,  enlarge,  or  affedt  their  civil  capacities. 

And  though  we  well  know  that  this  alTembly, 
eledled  by  the  people  for  the  ordinary  purpofes  .of  legifr 
lation  only,  have  no  power  to  reflrain  the  adls  of  fuc- 
ceeding  aflemblies,  conflituted  with  powers  equal  to  our 
own  ; and  that,  therefore,  to  declare  this  adf  irrevocable, 
would  he  of  no  effe4i  in  Jaw  j yet  wc  are  free  to  declare, 
and  do  declare,  that  the  ngjats  hereby  aflerled  are 

tural 
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thoufaadth  part  of  what  I wanted  to  fay; 
but  I was  happy  in  our  converfation,  and 
pleafed  to  find  that  I flood  high  in  the  arch- 
deacon’s eflimation,  which  I look  upon  as 
one  of  the  mofl  honourable  tefUmonies  I 
could  receive.  It  was  with  difficulty  I 
could  reach  Richmond,  but  I would  have 
gone  an  hundred  miles  rather  than  have 
failed  in  feeing  Mr.  Blackburne.  The 
country  is  delightful  about  Richmond  ; and 
nothing  can  exceed  our  friend’s  fituation.” 
Mr.  Jebb  returned  to  Cambridge  by  the 
way  of  Leiceflerffiire,  fpending  fome  time 
with  lord  Harborough,  at  Stapelford.  From 
thence  he  wrote  his  letter  to  Dr.  Yonge, 
biffiop  of  Norwich,  to  fignify  his  intention 
to  refign  his  preferment ; which  letter  was 
afterwards  publifhed  in  his  Short  flate  of 
reafons.”^  In  the  profecution  of  his  jo,ur- 
ney  he  made  his  refignatlon  of  the  redlory 
of  Homersfield,  and  vicarage  of  Flixtou, 

H 4 both 

tural  rights  of  mankind  ; and  that  if  any  a£l  fliall  be 
hereafter  pafled  to  repeal  the  prefent,  or  to  narrow  its 
operation,  fuch  a£l  will  be  an  infringement  of  natural 
rights.” 

• Sec  vol.  ii.  p.  219—224. 
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both  in  SuiTolk,  and  in  the  diocefc  of  Nor- 
wich, before  a notary  public,  Mr.  H.  Wat- 
f3n  of  Huntingdon,  on  the  29th  of  Sep- 
tember, 1775>  and  the  vacancy  was  declared 
at  Norwich,  the  9th  of  the  following 
*'  month.  ’ • ' ■ 

Mr.  Jebb  had  previoufly  acquainted  fomc 
of  his  particular  friends,  with  his  deter- 
mined purpofe,  and  wnote  to  them  in  the 
progrefs.of  its  accompliihment.  I have 
written,”  fays  he,  (in  a letter  dated  Septem- 
ber the  26th,  1775)  “ to  my  patron,  and 
to  the  biihop  of  Norwich.  My  fituation,  I 
thank  God,  and  a good  friend,  will  not  be 
diftrefTing,  though  it  will  be  precarious,  as 
I adt,  I am  afraid,  in  oppofition  to  the  in- 
clination of  thofe  who,  I have  reafon  to 
think,  have  it  in  their  power  to  ferve  me. 
But  no  more  of  this.  I am  eafy  in  the 
thoughts  of  being  delivered  from  what  I 
efteem  worfe  than  egyptian  bondage.” 
Amons:  the  anfwers  he  received,  I find 
one,  which  I flaall  in  part  recite,  though  ^ 
forbear  to  mention  the  name  of  the  writer. 
It  is  dated  Odlober  the  15th.  “ I am 

greatly  obliged  to  you,  faid  his  friend,  for 

the 
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the  early  intelligence  of  your  refignation, 

and  alfo  for  the  account  of  the  formalities 

being  palled  with  the  bilhop.  .As  a ftep 

■ which  was  neceflary  for  the  eafe  of  your 

own  mind,  I greatly  commend  you,  and 

from  my  foul  regret  the  neceffity  which  you 

found  for  your  fecefiion.  Your  letter  to 

the  billiop  is  admirable ; you  have  affigned 

the  reafon  for  your  refignatlon,  and  defended 

your  like-minded  brethren  in  the  principle 

of  the  petition,  in  a language  and  fpirit, 

w'orthy  of  yourfelf.  You  have  declared 

your  conviction  of  the  truth,  and  confequent 

'belief  of  chrifHanity,  in  unequivocal  terms  5 

and,  in  the  genuine  fpirit  of  a chridian  and 

a protedant,  have  engaged  for  your  future 

zeal  for  the  gofpel,  without  regard  to  any 

other  annexed  conlideration.  Indeed  I am 

/ 

greatly  pleafed  with  your  letter : I intirely 
approve  it,  and  was  much  gratified  with  the 
fight  of  it.  And  I pray  God  to  blefs  you 
in  all  your  future  labours,  and  that  he  wdll 
Ihower  down  a full  portion  of  his  bledings 
on  him,  who  is  fo  zealous  in  the  fervice  of 
his  maderf ' ^ 

In  a letter  to  the  late  worthy  and  excel- 
lent 
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lent  Dr.  Chambers,  rector  of  Achurch,  in 
Northamptonihire,  dated  the  2 1 ft  of  October, 
1775,  moi^e  ej^plicit,  than  in  his  before- 
cited  letter  to  one,  who  was  happy  in  being 
the  common  friend  of  both,  “ I am  truly 
fenftble,”  fays  he,  “ that  many  perfons  who 
hold  ftmilar  opinions  to  mine,  can  continue 
in  the  church  with  great  advantage  to  the 
caufe  of  chridianity ; ading  at  the  farnc 
time  in  perfed  conformity  to  confcience, 
and  deferving  the  charader  of  good  and 
worthy  men.  My  refignation  intirely  pro- 
ceeded from  the  uneafinefs,  1 felt  in  reading 
the  fervice  j an  uneafinefs,  which  I am  fen- 
fible  was  the  refill t of  circumftances  peculiar 
to  myfelf.  I have,  for  feven  years  paft,  in 
my  ledures,  (though,  at  the  fame  time,  al- 
ways declaring  to  my  pupils,  that  my  opi- 
nion was  contrary  to  the  received  notions,) 
maintained  fteadily  the  proper  unity  of  God; 
and  that  he  alone  fliould  be  the  objed  of 
religious  worftiip.  I thought  it  my  duty 
to  urge  all,  who  attended  me,  to  inquire, 
but,  by  no  means,  to  make  up  their  judg- 
ment, till  they  had  read  all  the  fcriptures, 
with  critical  attention.  I wiftied  them  to 
fufpend  their  judgment,  till  they  had  heard 

the 
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the  e\^idence  on  both  fides  of  the  queftioni 
At  the  fame  time,  openly  profeffing  to  thern, 
that  my  own  opinion  was  fettled  on  this 
fubjeLt.  After  thefe  explicit  declarations, 
to  officiate  in  a liturgy  which  is  formed  upon 
the  athanafian  fyftem,  ftruck  me  as  a lin- 
gular impropriety  of  pondu(fl  j _and  an 
inconlilfency  of  behaviour,  not  to  be  de- 
fended. The  fenfe  of  this,  greatly  affedted 
me  i infomuch,  that  for  two  years  part:,  I 
have  declined  all  difcharge  of  duty.  But 
then,  to  turn  my  livings  into  a lay  edate, 
appeared  highly  dilhonourable  j you  may 
guefs  my  feelings ; my  health  was  fenfibly 
affedted ; at  lad,  it  became  a point  of  ne- 
ceffity  for  me  to  relign.  You,  therefore, 
may  be  fatisfied,  that  I claim  no  merit  from 
this  facrifice.  I only  fought  relief  from  my 
anxiety  j and,  I thank  Cod,,  I have  found 
it } this  dep  having  perfectly  redored  my 
wonted  tranquility  of  mind. 

“ With  refpedt  to  my  future  courfe  of 
life,  in  which  you  fo  kindly  intered  your- 
felf,  I have  planned  one,  of  fuch  a kind,  as, 
I think,  will  bed  enable  me  to  difcharge, 
with  felf  complacency,  the  peculiar  duties 

which 
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which  I appreheiid  myfclf  indlfpenfibly  cal- 
led upon  to  perform.’  As  a fcheme,  fubor-  ^ 
dinate  to  this,  I propofc  to  proceed  in  taking 
pupils  at  Cambridge  or  at  London,  as  fhall 
feem  mod;  likely  to  be  produdlive  of  fuccefs. 
And  herein  I ihall  be  obliged  by  your,  and 

Mr.  ’s  kind  offices,  if  opportunity 

fhall  be  afforded  of  exerting  them.  This 
employment,  with  the  affi fiance  of  a name- 
lefs  friend,  will,  I truft,  prevent  my  cir- 
cumflances  from  being  diftrefiing.  Preca- 
rious they  mud  unavoidably  be,  but  I do 
not  repine  at  the  condition  of  my  lot.  If 
other  plans  fhould  be  propofed  by  friends, 
which  tend  to  accelerate  the  completion  of 
what  I chiefly  aim  at,  I diall  think  it  a mat- 
ter of  duty  to  embrace  them.” 

In  a letter  to  another  friend,  dated  a few 
days  after  the'  foregoing,  (Odober  26th, 
1775)  he  has  fome  further  obfervations  on 
his  then  prefent  fituation.  I look  upon 
advice,”  fays  he,  “ as  one  of  the  mod  va- 
luable adjuhdls  to  friendly  intercourfe^  and, 
therefore,  am  much  obliged  by  your  hints 
refpedling  my  future  conduft,  and  hope  you 
will  repeat  them  whenever  occafion  diall  ap- 

, pear. 
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pear.  The  reafons  of  my  refignation,  I find, 
are  now  pretty  generally  known.  I will 
endeavour  always  to  a^t  fo  as  will  evidence 
a fervent  affedion  to  the  gofpel,  and  zeal 
for  the  caufe  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 
I am  fenfible,  that  as  I have  exprefled  myfelf 
fully  with  regard  to  the  tories,  I fhall  feel 
their  vengeance.  This  place  fwarms  with 
them;  and  on  the  fifth  of  November,  when 
the  new  vice-chancellor  preaches,  I fuppofe 
we  ftiall  have  fome  hint  of  their  intentions. 
If  you  look  into  the  fifth  volume  of  bilhop 
Sherlock’s  fermons,  jufi;  publiflied,  you  will 
fee  the  true  adverfary  of  Hoadly  in  the  firfi: 
of’them,  but  he  did  not  live  in  worfe  times 
than  thefe.  J am  not  offended  with  the 
tories,  they  ad  according  to  their  nature ; 
the  proftitute  whigs  offend  me  more,  and 
the  numbering  whigs  mofl:  of  all.” 

Mr.  Jebb  adopted,  in  his  own  cafe,  that 
condud  which  he  had  ftrongly  approved  in 
Mr.  Lindfey.  And  accordingly,  publifhed, 
in  the  month  of  November,  “ A fliort  date 
of  the  reafons  for  his  late  refignation.  To 
which  are  added,  occafional  obfervations, 
and  a letter  to  the  right  rev.  the  bifhop  of 
, Norwich.” 
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Norwich.”  Three  editions  of  thefe  fheets 
were  printed  in  the  cOurfe  of  fix  weeks ; but 
as  they  form  a very  valuable  part  of  the 
prefent  work,  the  reader  will  judge  of  them 
for  himfelf ; needing  only  to  be  told  of  the 
notice  taken  of  them,  by  the  adverfary,  to 
whofe  writings  he  is  allb  referred,  if  he  be 
difpofed  to  purfue  the  inquiry. 

Mr.  Jebb  dill  remained  at  Cambridge, 
and  probably  would  have  continued  to  have 
done  fo,  had  not  his  opponents,  carried  their 
refentments  to  the  cutting  off  the  fources 
of  his  fupport  thei-e.  The  few  months  he 
dayed  in  the  univerfity,  were,  however,  em- 
ployed in  her  fervice  in  forwarding  the  great 
queftion  of  annual  examinations ; but  his  hav- 
ing relinquifhed  his  fituation  in  the  efia- 
blifhed  church  tended  greatly,  as  it  fliould 
feem,  to  defeat  its  fuccefs. 

' About  the  latter  end  of  December,  he  re- 
printed, with  alterations,  “ An  addrefs  to 
the  members  of  the  fenate,’'  ^ followed  by 
the  fame  propofitions  he  had  before  pre- 

fented, 

* It  was  firft  printed,  as  before  ftated,  (p.  8g,)  the 
22d  of  March  1775,  for  this  corrected  cop)', 
vol.  ii.  p.  371 — 390. 
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fented,  and  which  had  been  loft  by  one  voice 
in  the  black- hood  houfe,  on  the  28  th  of 
0(ftober,  1774. 

This  addrefs  was  printed,  like  the  former 
ones,  for  the  deliberate  and  dlfpaffionate 
conli deration  of  that  body,  who  were  to  de- 
termine upon'  the  expediency  of  the  pro- 
pofal,  in  whole,  or  in  part.  And  when  the 
feafonable  opportunity  feemed  to  be  arrived 
for  the  final  re-fubmiflion  of  the  fcheme, 
to  the  wifdom  of  the  fenate,  the  following 
notice  was  printed  and  circulated  in  the 
Univerfity,  dated  Cambridge,  February  the 
2ift,  1776. 

“ The  vice-chancellor  having  intimated, 
that  a congregation  will  be  held  upon  mon- 
day  the  26th  inftant  in  the  afternoon ; and 
that  if  any  grace,  which  requires  a fecond 
congregation,  ftiould  then  pafs  the  caput, 
fuch  congregation  will  be  held  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  fubfequent  day  : Mr.  Jebb  de- 
clares his  intention  of  propofing  the  follow- 
ing graces  to  the  caput  on  the  firft  of  thofe 
days. 

I . “ Cum  nobis  vitio  vertatur,  permag- 
nam  juventutis  academicce  partem  ad  edenda 
progredus  fui  in  bonis  literis  teftimonia  nun- 
quam  vocari; 
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• **  Placeat  vobis,  ut  omnes  nobiles,  nobi" 
lium  filii,  & focio-commenfales,  poft  diem 
quintum  Julii  in  anno  currente  admilTi,  ex- 
aminationi  vel  examinationibus, ^tempore  at- 
que  modo  a vobis  ftatuendis,  fubjiciantur. 

2.  Cum  reipublicae  noftras  plurimunv 
interelTe  videatur,  ut  unam  vel  alteram  ex- 
aminationem  juvenes  fubeant  academic!,  pri^ 
ufquam  in  fcholis  publicis  verfentur ; 

“ Placeat  vobis,  ut  omnes  penlionarii  et 
fizatores,  poll  diem  quintum  Julii  in  anno 
currente  admiffi,  ejufmodi  examinationi  vel 
examinationibus,  tempore  atque  modo  a 
vobis  ftatuendis,  fubjiciantur. 

If  both,  or  either  of  the  preceding  graces, 
Ihould  he  approved  by  the  fuftfages  of  the 
fenate  upon  their  fecond  reading  on  tuefday 
afternoon,  Mr.  Jebb  will  propofe  the  plan 
contained  in  his  laft  printed  addrefs,  unlefs 
.he  /hall  be  a/fured,  that  a plan  will  be  pro- 
pofed  by  any  other  member  of  the  fenate,’ 
within  a reafonable  time.” 

Cambridge,  Feb.  21,  1776. 

Upon  this  occa/ion,  he  wrote  to  a friend 
the  next  day,  in  a manner  which  fuftieiently 
proves,  if  proof  were  wanting,  that  he 

aded 
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adted  from  a fenfe  of  honour  and  duty ; and 
that  he  had  formed  a pretty  accurate  judg- 
ment of  the  return  he  fhould  meet  with. 

I have  had  great  vexation/’  fays  he,  and 
expert  more;  but  every  principle  requires 
me  to  go  on  with  this  bufinefs.  I mull: 
make  this  laid  trial,  though  the  adverfary 
hopes  to  bring  me  to  great  fhame,  and  has 
managed  the  congregations  accordingly;  and 
bur  friends,  who  are  a clear  majority,  will 
probably  defert  me ; but  I fhall  retire  from 
the  queftion  with  an  eafy  mind,  whatever 
be  the  event ; ‘ liberavi  animam  meam.’ 

“ When  I firft  applied  for  a congregation, 
the  vice-chancellor  intimated  1 could  pre- 
fent  no  graces,  having  loft  my  vote  by  the 
following  ftatute  j 

De  oppugnatoribus  ecclefise  anglicanee, 
1603. 

“ Placeat  vobis,  ut  quicunque  docftrinam 
vel  difciplinam  ecclelias  anglicanpe,  vel  ejus 
partem  aliquam  legibus  publicis  ftabilitam, 
fcriptis,  vel  didlis,  vel  quocunque  modo  in 
academia  Cantabrigian  oppugnaverit,  ab  omni 
gradu  fufcipiendo  excludatur,  et  a fufcepto 
fufpendatur  ipfo  fadto.” 

MEM,  I 
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On  the  26th  of  February,  the  two  graces 
(printed  in  the  laft-mentioned  circular  paper 
of  the  2 1 ft  inftant)  paffed  the  caput;  but 
were  rejedled  by  the  non-regent  houfe,  in 
the  afternoon  of  the  following  day. 

From  a letter  written  to  a friend  in  the 
morning  of  that  day,  it  further  appears,  that 
Mr.  Jebb  feems  to  have  been  well  acquainted 
with  the  probable  iftue  of  the  approaching 
trial ; but  as  it  goes  alfo  to  the  accounting  for 
it,  which  is  a more  material  circumftance,  it  is 
moreparticularlydeferving  our  notice.  “ The 
graces  will  be  loft  this  afternoon,  although 
there  is  a conliderable  majority  of  refident 
members  in  their  favour.  The  bifliops,  it  is 
faid,  at  the  remonftrance  of  Hurd,  have  turn- 
ed round ; and  the  daftardiy  friends  are  run- 
ning out  of  the  univerfity  as  if  from  a plague. 
They  give  every  reafon  but  the  true  one, 
which  feems  to  be  the  fear  of  being  caught 
in  my  company.  I have  written  fully  my 
fentiments  to  the  duke  of  Grafton  : and,  in 
tolerably  tough  language,  afcribed  the  event 
to  the  true  caufe.  I yefterday  prefented  the 
graces  to  the  caput,  the  vice-chancellor  made 
no  objection  at  the  time  of  prefentment;  he 

behaved 
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behaved  like  a tory,  and  I gave  him  a drefl- 
ing,  and  publicly  charged  him  with  his  in- 
tolerant declaration  about  my  degree  : which 
many  have  afledled  not  to  believe.  One  of 
the  caput  alked  me,  whether  I did  or  did 
not  put  the  paragraph  and  the  paper  into 
the  St.  James’s  chronicle, ' (which  another’s 
friendlhip  inferted.)  I replied,  that  the 
caput  was  not  met  upon  fuch  queftions ; that 
he  had  no  right  to  a/k  it,  and  I would  not 
anfwer  it.  We  had  many  altercations.  I 
was  pretty  well  fatigued,  and  am  glad  the 
bufinefs  is  fo  near  to  completion.  Lambert 
is  very  indignant  at  the  unparalleled  ill-treat- 
ment I have  received  from  the  friends  of  the 
caule.  The  bifhops  were  never  hearty;  they 
fell  in  with  the  language  of  the  public  while 
with  us,  and  when  the  public  began  to  grow 
tired,  they  turned  to  their  natural  temper 
and  abhorrence  of  reformation.  After  hav- 
ing declared  my  intention,  above  a year  ago, 
to  bring  on  this  queftion,  and  after  my  new 
deftination,  and  the  vice-chancellor’s  menace 
about  my  degree,  it  becomes  me  to  bring  it 
on  again.  The  billiop  of  Carlifie  is  firm 
and  heady,  not  afraid  of  being  found  in  a 

I 2 minority. 
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minority.  Dr.  Watfon  alfo  fupports  us, 

much  to  his  credit,  as  does  Dr.  Plumptre  of 
^ >> 

ueen  s. 

The  fequel  of  this  bufinefs  fliall  be  ex- 
tradled  from  another  letter,  dated  February 
the  29th,  two  days  after  the  expedted  rejedlion 
of  the  graces.  “ The  bilhops  being  con- 
verted by  their  brother  Hurd,"  fays  he,  “ at 
leaft  twenty  of  our  friends  deferted  me  on 
the  day  of  trial,  and  left  me  with  twenty- 
five  againfi  thirty-nine ; yet,  I repent  not ; 
I have  teftified  the  principles  of  a proteftant 
and  a whig,  and  am  confident  the  ungene- 
rous treatment  I have  received  from  our 
friends,  (for  of  enemies  I complain  not)  will 
do  more  injury  to  the  caufe  of  orthodoxy, 
than  they  are  aware  of.  The  vice-chancel- 
lor received  my  graces  without  an  hint  about 
his  former  menace,  which  I reminded  him 
of,  in  the  prefence  of  his  brethren,  in  order 
to  jliame  him.  He  was  too  wife  to  prefs 
his  point,  though  it  is  unlikely  that  the  in- 
famous ftatute  will  be  abolifhed.  I have 
had  hints  of  notice  being  taken  by  higher 
authority ; but  I difregard  all  apprehenfions 
ot  this  fort.  I have  now  done  all  in  the 

univerfity. 


( II?  ) 

univerfity,  that  I can  do ; greek  Tedament 
ledlures  are  flopped  for  want  of  attendants, 
and  my  friends  will  not  fupport  me  in  the 
bufinefs  of  examinations ; though  unfuccefT- 
ful,  I am  not  out  of  humour  with  the 
event. 

“ Four  heads  of  houfes  defer  ted  us,  and, 
together  with  their  dependants,  could  not 
be  prevailed  upon  to  vote,  by  any  in  trea- 
ties.” 

Thus,  by  an  unprincipled  and  cowardly 
defedlion,  the  qneflions  relating  to  academi- 
cal difcipline  were,  at  lafl,  betrayed  by  their 
friends,  rather  than  lofl  by  the  fuperior 
power  of  their  enemies.  A rededlion,  as 
unfavourable  to  their  future  revival  with 
better  fuccefs,  as  though  they  had  been  out- 
voted by  a large  majority  of  open  and  de- 
termined enemies.  What  was  faid  to  my 
friend  on  this  occafion,  may  be  repeated 
here  j and  the  want  of  a better  account  may, 
be  lamented,  while  only  thefe  pages  are  left 
to  recite  it.  The  public,  I am  perfuad- 
ed,”  faid  a friend,  would  gratefully  rejoice 
in  a regular,  fuccindl,  and  chronological  ac- 
count of  your  feveral  propofals  for  annual 

I 3 examinations. 
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examinations,  the  proceedings  of  the  fyndi- 
cate.  See.  See.  and  if  you  had  leifurc  to  ar- 
range your  materials,  out  of  the  chaos  which 
you  may  have  before  you,  fuch  a work 
would  be  a valuable  legacy  at  the  clofe  of 
your  efforts  in  behalf  of  chriflianity,  and 
literature  in  Cambridge ; and  would  afford 
a good  opportunity  to  have  a word  or  two 
at  parting.’' 

Mr.  Jebb’s  feceflion  from  the  eflabliflied 
church  afforded  a momentary  triumph  to  the 
enemies  of  academical  reformation  at  Cam- 
bridge, and  was  made  to  operate,  in  a cer- 
tain degree,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  great 
quefllon  he  had  repeatedly  moved  there,  in 
the  concluding  feene  of  that  bufinefs.  His 

Short  flate  of  the  reafons  for  his  refigna- 
tion,”  was  attacked  from  the  univerfxty  pul- 
pit. One  gentleman,  in  his  zeal  for  ecclefi- 
aflical  difeipline  and  regimen,  expreffed  an 
ardent  willr  to  fee  the  convocation  revived. 
There  were  not  wanting  others,  however, 
'who  defended  the  principles  of  religious  li- 
berty from  the  fame  place.  The  courfe  of  a 
few  paonths  produqed  an  anonymous  tra6f,' 

which. 
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which,  from  its  title,  appeared  to  be  directed 
again  ft  his  integrity  as  a man,  rather  than 
againft  his  reafons  as  a chriftian.  ’Till  his 
reftgnation  took  place,  the  common  cry  in 
the  mouths  of  certain  impatient  intolerants 
was,  ‘‘  why  don’t  you  reftgn  your  prefer- 
ments ?”  And  no  fooner  did  he  follow  his 
convidtions,  by  relinquifliing  his  fituation  in 
the  church,  to  the  apparent  injury  of  his 
temporal  intereft,  than  he  was  addrefted  in 
the  uncandid  language,  of  Reftgnation  no 
proof,”  which  was  the  leading  title  of  “ A 
letter  to  Mr.  Jebb,  with  occaftonal  remarks 
on  his  fpirit  of  proteftantifm.”  ^ 

In  relpedl  to  the  merit  of  this  piece,  let 
it  be  eftimated  by  different  perfons,  accord- 

I 4 ing 

* After  fome  fhort  time,  this  tradf  had  prefixed  to  it 
the  name  of  the  reverend  Edward  Tew,  M.A.  late  fel- 
low of  King’s  college,  Cambridge,  and  was  announced 
to  have  reached  the  fecond  edition  but  as  every 
literal  error  is  precifely  the  fame  in  both,  and  even  the 
title-page  is  placed  in  it  by  the  help  of  the  pafte-brufh, 
there  is  more  than  prefuniptive  evidence,  that  the  de- 
mands of  the  public  were  abundantly  fatisfied  with  one 
impreflion  ; and,  admitting  the  fadl,  which,  by  the  bye, 
is  unqueftionable,  this  kind  of  craft  deferves  the  fevere 
reprehenfion,  befitting  a difingenuous  impofition  upon 
the  public, 
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ing  as  each  fliall  fee  caufe  of  praife  or  blame, 
whenever  they  fhall  be  difpofed  to  read  it, 
To  many  it  appeared  trifling,  affedling  nei- 
ther the  argument  of  Mr,  Jebb’s  pamphlet, 
nor  the  rectitude  of  his  conduct.  What  its 
friends  rnay  have  thought  of  it,  jt  has  not 
fallen  in  the  way  of  the  writer  of  thefe  mer 
moirs  to  hear,  although  he  has  many  inti- 
mate and  friendly  communications  withfome 
gx'eatly-refpedled  charadlers  among  thofe, 
who  think  very  differently  from  him  on  many 
religious  fubjeds. 

But  the  foregoing  gentleman  was  not  the 
only  public  correfpondent  of  our  author ; 
there  was  another  who  confidered  his  refig- 
nation  as  an  indifputable  proof  of  his  lince- 

rity;”  and  was  difpofed  to  view  that  ad,  its 
caufes,  and  its  confequences,  in  a very  different 
light  from  that  in  which  Mr.  Tew  had  placed 
them.  The  title  at  large  was,  A letter  to 
the  rev.  John  Jebb,  M.  A.  occafioned  by  hjs 
Short  view.”  However  equal  the  organs  of 
jnteljedual  vifion  in  thefe  two  cprrefpon- 
dents  may  be,  they  looked  through  fuch 
very  different  mediums,  that  each  placed 
his  objed  at  an  irreconcilable  diftance  from 

the 
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the  other.  It  might  feem  an  invidious  tailc 
to  apportion  their  refpedtive  meafure  of 
jigreement  with  reafon,  and  W'ith  fcripture. 

After  various  plans  In  refpedt  to  Mr. 
Jebb’s  future  profeffion  and  employment,  as 
the  means  of  an  honourable  livelihood,  he 
filially  fettled  in  the  if  udy  of  phyiic  : but  in 
all  the  various  fchemes,  which  were  fug- 
gefted  by  himfelf,  or  his  friends,  he  con- 
fidered  his  future  ufefulnefs,  and  wiihed 
only  for  a moderate  competency. 

I 

His  medical  defignation  was  propofed  by 
his  relation.  Dr.  (now  fir)  Richard  Jebb, 
and  determined  upon  at  his  inifance  and  re- 
commendation,, accompanied  by  his  unli- 
mited promife  of  profeiTional  fupport.  No 
fooner  had  this  propofal  been  made  and  ap- 
proved, than  Mr.  Jebb  attended  Dr.  Co- 
lignon’s  anatomical  ledures  at  Cambridge, 
while  yet  he  continued  to  give  lectures  hirn- 
ielf  in  mathematics  and  natural  philolbphy, 
and  to  give  his  wonted  attention  to  the  in- 
tereh  of  the  univerlity. 

■ The  fummcr  months  of  this  year  he  fpent 
partly  at  Cambridge,  and  partly  with  his 

friends 


( 122  ) 

friends  in  Huntingdonfhire  and  Middlefex. 
On  the  third  of  September  he  finally  left 
Cambridge,  after  a refidence  there,  almofl 
uninterrupted,  of  twenty- two  years.  When, 
after  all  his  difappointments,  hard-treat- 
ment, may  I not  fay,  ill-ufage;  he  left  it, 
“ without  being  at  variance  with  a fmgle 
perfon.”  He  affedionately  took  leave  of 
every  acquaintance  in  the  place,  and  many 
parted  from  him  with  deep  regret,  who  had 
never  contributed  to  advance  his  ufefulnefs 
or  to  reward  his  merit  while  refident  among 
them. 

In  the  month  of  September  1776,  he  came 
to  London,  and  fettled  in  a houfe  in  Craven- 
ftreet.  Here  he  alfo  gave  ledures  in  the 
greek  Teflament,  to  two  young  gentlemen, 
while  he  proceeded  in  the  fludy  of  phyfic; 
he  added  alfo  to  his  unceafing  application, 
a regular  attendance  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
hofpital  as  a pupil  of  Dr'.  William  Pitcairn. 

Hard  work,  but  on  the  whole  not  un- 
pleafing,”  as  he  expreffed  himfelf  in  a letter 
tome  at  that  time.  After  he  was  perfuaded 
to  direct  his  application  to  medicine,  he 
fpoke  of  it,  with  his  ufual  moderate  expec- 
tation, ■ 
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tation,  and  yet  that  expeftation  was  fuffi- 
cient  to  animate  his  labours  : “ you  may 
probably  have  heard  of  my  phyhcal  defti- 
nation,  a circumftance,  fays  he,  which  gives 
me  the  hope  of  eating  independant  bread.” 

The  beginning  of  the  following  month, 
while  yet  barely  fettled  in  his  new  litu- 
ation,  and  entering  on  his  medical  novi- 
tiate, occupied  in  labour  and  folitude,  he 
fell  ill  of  a violent  fever,  which  he  caught 
from  a patient  in  the  hofpital  ^ and  which 
confined  him  to  his  bed  fourteen  days. 

The  mind  of  Mr.  Jebb  was  never  unem- 
ployed, even  in  the  bufieft  fcenes  of  adtive 
life ; but  ficknefs  naturally  difpofes  the  befi: 
of  men  to  look  more  accurately  into  the 
fiate  of  their  own  temper,  and  defigns. 
This  opportunity  was  not  lofi:,  but  improved 
by  Mr.  Jebb ; and  it  is  in  this  way  that  we 
derive  advantage  from  afilidion,  and  jufiify 
the  ways  of  God  to  man,  in  that  fine  ob- 
fervation  of  the  author  of  the  epiftle  to  the 
Hebrews  j “ whom  the  Lord  loveth,  he 
chafliencth,  and  fcourgeth  every  fon  whom 
he  receiveth.”  Among  other  refolutions 
entered  into,  on  this  ^oceafion,  as  I find 

them 
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them  in  a private  book,  which  had  been 
feen  by  no  human  eye  but  his  own,  the  fol- 
lowing do  fo  accurately  exprefs  his  ufual 
mind  and  habits,  that  I tranferibe  them,  not 
only  becaufe  they  well  correfpond  with  his 

I 

ufual  courfe  of  life,  but  may  fugged  to 
others,  the  pleahng  and  rational  confolations 
of  found  religion  and  good  morals. 

1.  “ Employ  the  whole  of  every  funday 
in  facred  dudy,  in  reading  Hartley,  Taylor, 
and  other  books,  in  which  the  fpirit  of  piety 
and  morality  prevails. 

2.  “ Pay  particular  attention  to  every  de- 
claration that  bears  the  flighted  appearance 
of  a promife.  And  let  me  facredly  attend 
to  every  engagement,  even  of  the  mod  trivial 
kind. 

3.  ‘‘  Let  me  be  feduloufly  attentive,  upon 

proper  occafions,  to  every  perfon  who  has 

\ 

iliewn  me  kindnefs.  And  omit  not  the  per- 
formance of  the  mod  trifling  circumdancc 
that  may  give  a benefadtor  pleafure. 

4.  “ Let  me  read  Hartley  on  ambition  ; 
and  the  proper  and  primary  purfuits  of  man 
be  diligently  dudied. 

- 5.  ‘‘  Remember,  if  it  pleafe  God  that  I 

obtain 
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obtain  a competency  by  my  profefTion,  my 
great  work  and  duty  is,  to  ftudy  critically 
the  fcriptures. 

6.  “ Let  me  never  be  induced,  by  the  well- 
meaning  expreffions  of  good-will  from  my 
friends,  to  think  higher  of  myfelf  than  as  a 
creature  who  has  been  exceedingly  weak; 
and  as  one,  to  whom  God  has  Ihewn  un- 
common indances  of  mercy.  Let  not  the 
voice  of  humility  be  on  my  “tongue,  but  the* 
real  effence  of  it  in  my  heart.  Read  Hart- 
ley, and  attend  to  Hoadly’s  and  other  forms 
of  prayer,  as  neceffity  or  opportunity  fhall 
fuggeft. 

7.  “ Strive  to  acquire  chridian  doicifm, 
to  this  purpofe  read  with  the  fcriptures,  the 
works  of  Antoninus  and  Epidtetus. 

8.  “ Speak  the  truth.  Lie  not  through 
fear  of  man’s  refentment,  nor  feek  the  favour 
of  any  by  difguifing,  or  foftening  my  fenti- 
ments,” 

About  three  months  after  his  recovery 
from  this  fever,  and  when  he  had  refumed, 
and  was  ardently  purfuing  his  new  dudies, 
he  expreded  his  fatisfadtion,  in  his  engage- 
ment and  profpedts,  in  a private  letter,  which 

I remember 
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I remember  to  have  read  with  the  greateft 
pleafure.  “ I am,”  faid  he,  **  very  happy 
in  my  new  plan.  I receive  great  civilities, 
and  encouragement  from  feveral  worthy 
perfoils,  who  may  promote  my  intereft  here- 
after ; and  thus  I may  be  enabled  to  obtain 
a competency,  which  will  give  me  the 
power  of  my  own  time,  a power  I have 
never  yet  enjoyed.  The  caufe  of  chridia- 
nity  is  uppermofl:  in  my  mind,  to  that  and 
the  caufe  of  civil  liberty,  I hope,  while 
life  remains,  I lhall  never  be  infenfible.” 
How  clofely  he  applied,  let  a part  of  an- 
other of  his  own  familiar  and  confidential 
letters  fpeak.  “ Although,”  fays  he,  “ I 
am  tardy  in  my  acknowledgments,  yet  you 
are  not  to  conclude  that  either  my  zeal  for 
the  bed  of  caufes,  or  my  regard  for  yourfelf, 
is  diminiflied  by  the  avocations  of  my  new 
profefiion.  While  I was  free  and  difengaged 
from  its  cares,  I was  attentive  to  the  rules 
' of  drided  punduality  in  my  correfpon- 
dences.  I trud  the  affcdion  of  my  friends 
is  fuch,  that  they  will  not  be  offended,  or 
think  I flight  their  valuable  communications, 
when  I delay  my  anfwer  to  them.  The  fad 
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is,  that  both  principle  and  neceflity  oblige 
me  to  work  very  hard,  and  when  the  time 
of  relaxation  arrives,  my  fpirits  require  an 
abfolute  reft;  fo  that  when  I have  really 
leiftire  to  write,  the  ability  is  denied  me : 
but,  that  you  may  fee  this  is  not  always  the  . 
cafe,  I write  now ; and  as  funday  is  a day, 
on  which  I make  a point  of  abftaining  from 
all  profane  ftudies,  you  are  to  conceive  that  I 
Ihall  not  be  unmindful  of  what  you  fend  me. 

I fay  this  in  order  to  prevent  you  from  fup- 
poiing  that  I never  employ  myfelf  in  my 
former  purfuits.” 

After  an  interval  of  fome  months,  he 
again  wrote ; “ I am  now  in  my  forty- fecond 
year,  and  my  preparation  for  my  profeftion 
not  gone  through,  and,  therefore,  am  much 
engaged.  Not  that  I am  anxious  about  my 
fuccefs  in  it ; far  otherwife.  I have  met 
with  fo  many  kindneffes,  that  my  fituation 
has  been  rendered  fir  eafier  than  I could 
have  hoped,  and  my  utmoft  views  are  mode- 
rate ; but  you,  who  know  me,  know  that  I 
attend  to  things  with  fome  degree  of  energy 
while  they  are  before  me,  and,  indeed,  I 

ftiould 
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jfliould  be  highly  blamable  if  I did  other-* 
wife.’* 

In  illuftration  of  this  account,  it  will  be 
fufficient  to  fay  that  he  attended,  in  the 
compafs  of  this  year,  (1777)  two  courfes  of 
Dr.  Hunter’s  anatomical  ledlures,  and  the 
diffedions ; Mr.  Pott’s  ledtures  at  the  hof-* 
pital  j Dr.  Fordyce’s  ledtures  on  chymiftry ) 
and  Mr.  Falkner’s  phyfiological  ledtures ; 
belides  ftudying  botany,  and  attending  St4 
Bartholomew’s  hofpital  throughout  the 
year. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  March,  1777,  he 
received  his  diploma  of  dodtor  of  phylic, 
from  the  univerfity  of  St,  Andrew  in  Scot- 
land ; his  medical  recommendation  having 
been  figned  by  four  gentlemen  of  the  faculty, 
of  the  fird  diflindtion  and  eminence  in  Lon- 
don. And  he  was  admitted  licentiate  by 
the  college  of  phyficians,  on  the  twenty-fifth 
of  June  following. 


When  Dr.  Prieftley  publifhed  his  “ Doc- 
trine of  philofophical  necefiity,”  in  the  au- 
tumn 1777,  which  forms  the  fecond  volume 
of  his  “ Difquifitions  on  matter  and  fpirit,” 

he 
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he  dedicated  it  to  Dr.  Jebb.  Nor  fliould  I 
have  thought  it  neceflary  to  have  dwelt  upon 
this  circum dance,  but  for  the  fake  of  ex- 
hibiting the  limilarity  and  connection  of  two 
great  minds,  uniformly  and  mutually  aCting 
under  the  influence  of  the  belt  principles  to 
be  derived  from  the  Itudy  of  true  religion 
and  philofophy.  The  dedication  itfelf  con- 
tains much  fine  reafoning,  and  holds  forth 
fentiments,  peculiarly  becoming  one  diflin- 
guifhed  chriftian  philofopher  to  deliver  to 
another.  I will  frankly  own,  that  I have 
read  this  dedication  frequently,  but  never 
without  delight  and  improvement.  Some- 
thing may  be  allowed  for  my  perfonal  efteem 
and  friendfhip  for  the  parties,  but  I think  a 
flranger  to  the  character  of  both,  (if  fuch 
an  one  there  be)  will  not  be  infenfible  to  its 
beauties  or  effeCt.  Under  this  perfuafion,  I 
have  inferted  it  in  a note,  and  though  it 

fhould 

* TO  JOHN  JEBB,  M.D. 

DEAR.  SIR, 

“ I flatter  myfelf  that  you  will  permit  me  to  take  this 
opportunity  of  perpetuating,  as  far  as  I am  able,  the 

very 

MEM.  K 
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fhould  fail  to  approve  itfelf  alike  to  all,  nei- 
ther much  time  will  be  wafted  in  the  peru- 
fal,  nor  much  paper  in  the  printing  of  it. 

Dr. 

very  high  regard  that  I entertain  for  a perfon  who  has 
diftinguifhed  himfelf,  as  you  have  done,  by  an  attachment 
to  the  unadulterated  principles  of  chriftianity,  how  un- 
popular foever  they  may  have  become  through  the  pre- 
judices of  the  weak  or  the  interefted  part  of  mankind, 
and  who  has  made  the  facrifice  that  you  have  made  to 
the  caufe  of  truth  and  the  rights  of  confcie'nce. 

“ I think  myfelf  happy  in  concurring,  as  I hope, 
with  your  ardent  zeal  for  the  caufe  of  civil  and  religious 
liberty  in  their  full  extent;  and  I am  convinced,  that  to 
aft  as  you  have  done,  is  the  proper  method  that  a chrif- 
tian  ought  to  take  in  order  to  promote  it.  It  is  our  bu- 
finefs,  whenever  called  upon,  to  bear  our  teftimony  to 
whatever  we  apprehend  to  be  truth  and  right,  upon  no 
occafion  to  fwerve  from  our  real  principles,  (which 
would  be  equivalent  to  denying  Chrift,  or  being  afhamcd 
of  him,  and  his  caufe,  before  men)  whether  we  fee  that 
any  good  will  refult  from  what  we  may  fuffer  by  fuch  a 
profeffion,  or  not.  We  ought  to  content  ourfelves  with 
afting  under  the  exprefs  orders  of  one  who  is  the  proper 
judge  of  what  is  expedient  for  his  intereft  and  his  church, 
as  well  as  for  our  happinefs;  and  we  may  reft  aflured, 
that  we  can  only  fuftain  a temporary  lofs  by  fuch  an 
implicit,  but  reafonable  obedience. 

“ Could  we  only,  my  friend,  expand  our  minds  fully 
to  conceive,  and  aft  up  to,  the  great  principle  aflerted 
in  this  treatife,  of  the  truth  of  which  we  are  both  of  us 
convinced^  nothing  more  would  be  wanting  to  enable 

us 
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Dr.  Jebb,  from  his  univerfal  learning,  and 
from  his  philofophical  mind,  entered  on  the 

K 2 ftudy 

us  to  exert  this,  and  every  other  effort  of  true  greatnefs 
of  mind. 

“We  ourfelves,  complex  as  the  ftru£l;ure  of  our 
minds,  and  our  principles  of  action  are,  are  links  in 
a great  connedled  chain,  parts  of  an  immenfe  whole,  a 
very  little  of  which  only  we  are  as  yet  permitted  to  fee, 
but  from  which  we  collect  evidence  enough,  that  the 
whole  fyftem  (in  which  we  are,  at  the  fame  time,  both 
inftruments  and  objedd's)  is  under  an  unerring  diredtion, 
and  that  the  final  refult  will  be  moft  glorious  and  happy. 
Whatever  men  may  intend,  or  execute,  all  their  defigns, 
and  all  their  actions,  are  fubjedt  to  the  fecret  influence 
and  guidance  of  one  who  is  neceffarily  the  beft  judge  of 
what  will  moft  promote  his  own  excellent  purpofes.  To 
him,  and  in  his  works,  all  feeming  difcord  is  real  har- 
mony, and  all  apparent  evil,  ultimate  good. 

“ This  world,  we  fee,  is  an  admirable  nurfery  for* 
great  minds.  Difficulties,  oppofition,  perfecution,  and 
evils  of  every  other  form,  are  the  neceffary  inftruments 
by  which  they  are  made,  and  even  the  captain  of  our 
falvation,  was  himfelf  made  perfedl  through  fuffering. 
A mixture  of  pleafing  events  does,  likewife,  contribute 
to  the  fame  end  ; but  of  the  due  proportions  in  this 
mixture  we  arc  no  judges.  Confidering,  however,  in 
whofe  hands  are  the  feveral  ingredients  of  the  cup  of 
mortal  life,  we  may  beaffured  that  it  will  never  be  more 
bitter,  than  will  be  necefl'ary,  to  make  it,  in  the  very 
higheft  degree,  falutary, 

“ You  and  I,  fir,  rejoice  in  the  belief,  that  the  whole 
human  race  are  under  the  fame  wholefome  difciplinc, 

and 
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ftudy  of  his  profefiion  with  flngular  advan- 
tages ; but  although  “ he  began,”  as  a truly 

great 

and  that  they  will  all  certainly  derive  the  moft  valuable 
advantages  from  it,  though  in  different  degrees,  in  dif- 
ferent ways,  and  at  different  periods;  that  even  the  per- 
fecutors  are  only  giving  the  precedence  to  the  perfecuted, 
and  advancing  them  to  a much  higher  degree  of  per- 
fe(Elion  and  happinefs  ; and  that  they  muft  themfelves, 
for  the  fame  benevolent  purpofe,  undergo  a more  feverc 
difcipline  than  that  which  they  are  the  means  of  admi- 
niftering  to  others. 

“ With  this  perfuafion,  we  cannot  but  confider  every 
being,  and  every  thing,  in  a favourable  light.  Every 
perfon  with  whom  we  have  any  connection  is  a friend, 
and  every  event  in  life  is  a benefit ; while  God  is  equally 
the  father,  and  the  friend,  of  the  whole  creation. 

“ I hope,  dear  fir,  we  fhall  always  be'  careful  to 
ftrengthen  and  extend  thefe  great  and  juft  views  of  the 
glorious  fyftem  to  which  we  belong.  It  is  only  by 
lofing  fight  of  thefe  principles  that  we  adopt  mean  pur- 
pofes,  and  become  flaves  to  mean  paflions,  as  alfo  that 
we  are  fubject  to  be  chagrined  and  unhinged  by  feem- 
ingly  crofs  accidents  In  life. 

“ So  long  as  we  can  pradically  believe  that  there  is 
but  one  will  in  the  whole  univerfe,  that  this  one  will, 
exclufive  of  all  chance,  or  the  interference  of  any  other 
will,  difpofes  of  all  things,  even  to  their  minuteft  cir- 
cumftances,  and  always  for  the  beft  of  purpofes,  it  is 
impoflible  but  that  we  muft  rejoice  in,  and  be  thankful 
for,  all  events,  without  diftindiun.  And  when  our 
will  and  our  wiflies  fhall  thus  perfectly  coincide  with 
that  of  the  fovereign  difpofer  of  all  things,  whofe  will  is 

always 


( >33  ) 

great  and  excellent  man  once  faid,  “ where 
others  often  left  off f’  yet,  he  was  diffident 
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always  done,  in  earth,  as  well  as  in  heaven,  we  fliall,  in 
fad^:,  attain  the  fummit  of  perfedfion  and  happinefs.  We 
fhall  have  a kind  of  union  with  God  himfelf ; his  will 
fliall  be  our  will,  and  even  his  power  our  power  ; being 
ever  employed  to  execute  our  wiflies  and  purpofes,  as 
well  as  his;  becaufe  they  will  be,  in  all  refpedls,  the 
fame  with  his.  > ' 

“ Thefe  heart-reviving  and  foul -ennobling  views, 
we  cannot,  my  friend,  in  this  imperfedf  ftate,  expedf  to 
realize  and  enjoy,  except  at  intervals ; but  let  us  make 
it  our  bufinefs  to  make  thefe  happy  feafons  of  philofo- 
phical  and  devout  contemplation  more  frequent,  and  of 
longer  continuance.  Let  them  encroach  more  and  more 
on  the  time  that  we  muft  give  to  the  buftle  of  a tranfi- 
tory  world;  ’till  our  minds  fliall  have  received  fuch  a 
laffing  impreflion,  as  that  its  efFecft  may  be  felt  even  in 
the  midft  of  the  greatefl  tumult  of  life,  and  infpire  a fe- 
renity  of  joy,  which  the  world  can  neither  give  nor  take 
away. 

“ In  thefe  principles  alone  do  we  find  a perfedl  coin- 
cidence between  true  religion  and  philofophy ; and  by 
the  help  of  the  latter,  we  are  able  to  demonftrate  the  ex- 
cellence of  the  moral  precepts  of  the  former.  And  the 
more  we  underftand  of  human  nature,  which  is  an  im- 
menfe  field  of  fpeculation,  barely  opened  by  our  revered 
maftcr.  Dr.  Hartley,  the  more  clearly,  I doubt  not,  fhall 
we  perceive  how  admirably  is  the  whole  fyftem  of  re- 
vealed religion  adapted  to  the  nature  and  circumftances 
of  man,  and  the  better  judges  fliall  wc  be  of  that  moft 

important 
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and  diflruftful,  from  his  native  modeftyi 
and  never  confidered  the  fimply  pafling 
* through 

Important  branch  of  its  evidence,  which  refults  from 
confidering  the  efFedts  which  the  flrft  promulgation  of 
it  had  on  the  minds  of  thofe  to  whom  it  was  propofed, 
both  jews  and  gentiles.  Let  us  then  ftudy  the  fcrip- 
tures,  ecclefiaftical  hiftory,  and  the  theory  of  the  human 
mind,  in  conjunction;  being  fatisfied,  that  from  the 
nature  of  the  things,  they  muflr,  in  time,  throw  a great 
and  new  light  upon  each  other. 

“ Permit  me,  dear  fir,  to  flatter  myfelf  that,  as  you 
have  followed  the  great  Dr.  Hartley  in  his  application 
to  theological,  mathematical,  and  philofophical  ftudies, 
and  alfo  in  his  profeflion  of  the  theory  and  praCfice  of 
medicine,  you  will  ftill  purfue  his  footfteps,  in  applying 
the  elements  of  all  thefe  branches  of  fcience  to  the  far- 
ther inveftigation  of  the  phaenomena  of  the  human’mind, 
which  is  a great  and  ample  field,  worthy  of  your  fuperior 
talents. 

“ Hoping  to  enjoy  your  communications,  and  valu- 
able friendfhip,  together  with  that  of  our  common  and 
moft  excellent  friend,  Mr.  Lindfey,  whofe  views  of  thefe 
things  are  the  fame  with  ours,  and  with  whom,  in  prin- 
ciple and  objeCl,  we  cannot  be  too  ftriCfly  united,  and 
that,  mindful  of  the  apoftolical  advice,  we  fhall  always 
confider  one  another  to  provoke  unto  love  and  to  good 
works. 

“ I remain,  dear  fir,  your  affeClionate  friend,  and 
fellow-labourer, 

J.  PRIESTLEy/^ 

Caine, 

Aug.  I,  1777, 
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through  profeflional  forms,  as  a fufficient 
qualification  for  a confcientious  undertak- 
ing of  the  duties  of  any  ftation.  In  his 
prefent  fituation  he  wifhed  to  complete 
his  two  years  of  probation,  agreeably  to 
the  advice  of  Dr.  Warren,  and  Dr.  R. 
Jebb,  computing  that  time  from  his  firft 
defignation  to  the  profefiion  of  phyfic. 
Therefore,  though  qualified  by  his  gradua- 
tion and  by  cuftom,  he  fufpended  the  com- 
mencement of  pradlice  ’till  February  the 
fifth,  1778.  Nor  did  he  then  enter  upon  fo 
important  a bufinefs  without  much  reflec- 
tion, and  many  well-weighed  refolutions. 

As  I have  the  opportunity  of  drawing 
from  the  authentic  fource  which  has  been 
before  mentioned,  thefe  unequivocal  docu- 
ments of  the  humility  of  his  mind  and  in- 
tegrity of  his  heart,  I fhould  reludtantly  omit 
to  prefent  them  to  my  readers. 

“ I have  this  day,”  writes  he,  in  his  pri- 
vate book,  (January  the  nth,  1778)  ‘‘  com- 
pleted the  probation  of  two  years;  and,  with 
God’s  blefling,  have  been  upheld  to  apply 
myfelf  with  aifiduity  the  greatefl:  portion  of 
it.  I hgve  acquired  fo  much  knowledge  as 
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to  perceive  in  how  many  points  I am  de~ 
fedive,  ‘and  enough,  I trufl,  to  lay  a foun- 
dation for  that  humility  and  diffidence  in 
my  own  abilities,  which  will  never  forfake 
me,  at  the  fame  time  I fee  fufficient  encou- 
ragement to  go  on  cheerfully  in  my  pro- 
feffion,  (according  to  Dr.  FothergilFs  ex- 
preffion)  with  “ faith  in  phylic.” 

He  then  proceeds  to  write  down  “ refo- 
lutions  refpeding  his  condud  in  his  pro- 
feffion.”  From  thefe  the  following  are  fe- 
leded : 

1.  To  forego  every  advantage  and  every 
profped  of  fuccefs  in  my  profeffion,  rather 
than  ad  contrary  to  the  three  principles  laid 
down  by  Dr.  Hartley,  as  the  bads  of  right 
condud,  viz.  piety,  benevolence,  and  the 
moral  fenfe. 

2.  “ Never  to  make  a difference  between 
the  rich  and  poor,  but  fo  far  as  relates  to  my 
efforts  to  cure,  to  confider  myfelf  in  equal 
manner,  the  fervant  of  both,  being  very  care- 
ful to  manifeft  the  fame  courtefy,  mildnefs 
of  fpeech,  and  manners,  to  every  individual  I 
may  be  called  upon  to  affift. 
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3.  “ To  guard  continually  againft  deflect- 
ing from  the  proper  line  and  duties  of  my 
profeflion  through  attention  to  ornamental 
branches  of  knowledge ; yet,  in  all  points, 
to  a(5l  in  perfedt  conliftency  with  my  former 
condudl,  not  abating  in  my  zeal  for  the  caufe 
of  civil  or  religious  liberty ; nor  facrificing 
my  principles,  even  for  a moment,  through 
any  views  of  intereft,  of  whatever  nature  they 
may  be,  confldering  the  tranfltory  fcene  I am 
engaged  in.'^ 

‘‘  Let 

* If  apologies  are  neceflary  for  this  pure  flame  of  pa- 
trlotifm,  which  burned  bright  until  the  extinction  of 
life,  what  has  already  been  offered  for  the  poet,  will 
equally  apply  to  every  man  of  a liberal  education,  and 
an  enlightened  mind. 

Yet  hence  barbaric  zeal 
His  memory  with  unholy  rage  purfues ; 

While  from  thefe  arduous  cares  of  public  weal 
She  bids  each  bard  begone,  and  refl:  him  with  his  mufe. 
O fool  ! to  think  the  man  whofe  ample  mind 
Muft  grafp  at  all  that  j'^onder  ftars  furvey^ 

Mull  join  the  noblefl:  forms  of  ev’ry  kind. 

The  world’s  moft  perfect  image  to  difplay, 

Can  e’er  his  country’s  majefty  behold 
Unmov’d  or  cold  ! 

O fool ! to  deem 


That 
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**  Let  not  him  that  putteth  on  his  ar- 
mour, boaft  like  him  that  putteth  it  off.” 
There  is  alfo  added  the  following  refo- 
lution,  which  he  conftantly  obferved,  as  far 
as  came  within  my  own  obfervation.  “ Al- 
ways to  make  memoranda  in  the  patient’s 
room,  according  to  the  plan  fuggefled  by  Dr. 
Heberden,  and  to  keep  an  orderly  book  of 
all  cafes  that  may  fall  under  my  care.” 

The  commencement  of  pradice,  was,  no 
more  than  the  forms  of  it,  to  exclude  the 
acceffion  of  knowledge,  in  the  eftimationof 
Dr.  Jebb.  While,  therefore,  he  was  ex- 
ercifing  the  art  of  healing,  he  laboured  to 
improve  hlmfelf  in  thofe  branches  which 
were  to  diredl  it  with  greater  fuccefs.  He  ap- 
plied clcfely  to  private  fludy;  and,  this  year, 

again 

I 

That  HE,  whofe  thought  mufl  vifit  every  theme, 
Whofe  heart  muft  every  ftrong  emotion  know 
By  nature  planted,  or  by  fortune  taught; 

That  HE,  if  haply  fome  prefumptuous  foe, 

With  falfe  ignoble  fcience  fraught, 

Shall  fpurn  at  freedom’s  faithful  band  ; 

That  HE  their  dear  defence  will  Ihun, 

Or  hide  their  glories  from  the  fun, 

Or  deal  their  vengeance  with  a woman’s  hand  I 

Akenside. 
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again  attended  Dr.  Hunter’s  ledlures  both  in 
the  fpring  and  winter  : the  ledlures  of  Mr. 
John  Hunter,  and  Dr.  Higgins;  he  alfo 
diligently  attended  St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpi- 
tal  from  April  to  Odlober.* 

At  this  time,  while  the  private  friends  of 
Dr.  Jebb  weredefirous  of  extending  his  prac- 
tice, it  is  greatly  to  the  honour  of  many  emi- 
nently and  defer vedly  diftinguiihed  names  in 
medicine,  that  they  concurred  in  introduc- 
ing him  into  the  royal  fociety.  His  certi- 
ficate which  was  read  on  the  12th  of  No- 
vember, 1778,  had  previoully  received  fuch 
very  refpedtable  fignatures,  as  to  lliew  that 
the  caufe  and  countenance  of  fcience  were 
not  uninterefted  in  his  eledtlon.  Through 
the  obliging  communication  of  Mr.  Planta, 
fecretary  to  that  learned  body,  I am  able 
to  give  the  names  of  thefe  gentlemen; 
and  have  only  to  regret  that  the  ho- 

nourable 

• In  a fmall  pocket  book  in  ufe  for  1778,  I obferved 
the  following  memorandum.  “ I fee  every  day  more 
and  more,  that  the  art  of  phyfic  may  be  fimplified  like 
divinity,  and  that  names  of  difeafes  muft  in  time  be  for- 
gotten, and  the  whole  of  a diforder  be  confidered  as  a 
derangement  in  fome  part  of  the  fyftem,  generally  by 
inflammation,  its  adjunfts  and  confequences/' 


( 140  ) 

nourable  teftimonyof  many  fubfequent  figna- 
. tures,  cannot  be  produced,  not  being  entered 
on  the  books  of  the  fociety.*  After  the 
certificate  had  hung  up  in  the  fociety’s  meet- 
ing room  the  fiatutable  time.  Dr.  Jebb  was 
defied  a fellow  on  the  i8th  of  February, 
1779.  It  has  alfo  been  further  obferved  to 
me,  that  though  upwards  of  one  hundred 
members  were  prefent,  it  was  very  feldom 
that  a candidate  came  fo  near  to  an  unani- 
mous election. 

There  was  publiflied,  fometime  in  the  year 
1778,  an  anonymous  trad,  under  a miftaken 
addrefs,  and  this  miftake,  rather  than  the 
matter  or  importance  of  it,  has  occafioned 
oiir  notice  of  it.  It  was  entitled,  “ A letter 
to  the  rev.  Mr.  Jebb,  with  relation  to  his 
declared  fentiments  about  the  unlawfulnefs 
of  all  religious  addreiTes  to  Chrifi:  Jefus.” 
\ Arguments 


* The  certificate  was  originally  fubferibed. 


Rd.  Watfon 
Wm.  Hebcrden, 
T.  Brand  Hollis, 
E.  Waring, 

R.  Jebb, 

R.  Price, 


Jno.  Lewis  Petit, 
Wm.  Pitcairn, 
Percival  Pott. 

Rd.  Warren, 
Wm,  Hunter, 
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Arguments  upon  the  fubjedl  of  this  letter, 
had  been  produced  by  Mr.  Lindfey  in  his 
“ Apology  on  refigning  the  vicarage  of  Cat- 
terick  and  this  examination  of  them,  was, 
by  miftake,  infcribed  to  Dr.  Jebb,  upon  the 
prefumption  of  his  having  referred  to  the 
writings  of  Mr.  Lindfey,  in  fupport  of  his 
opinion.  But  “ how  the  author  came  to  in- 
fcribe  his  letter  to  Dr.  Jebb,”  fays  Mr. 
Lindfey,  is  not  eafy  to  divine,  who  has 
never  referred  his  readers  to  any  of  my  pub- 
lications for  a proof  of  his  affertions  refpedl- 
ingthe  wonderfulnefs  of  praying  to  Jefus 
Chrift.”^ 

Dr.  Jebb’s  letter,  inanfwer  to  his  corre- 
fpondent,  bears  date  April  the  2 2d  1779,  and 
was  printed  as  a poftfcript  to  Mr.  Lindfey’s 
‘‘  Two  dilfertations  on  the  preface  to  St. 
John’s  go'fpel,  and  on  praying  to  Jefus 
Chrift,”  which  were  publifhed  foon  after.  J* 
In  confequence  of  which,  the  author  after- 
wards addreffed  to  him  “ A fecond  letter,”;}: 

in 

I 

* See  “ Two  clilTertations,  introduction,  p.  iv.  8vo. 
1779. 

f See  vol.  ii.  p.  225 — 235 

% 8vo.  1781. 
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in  the  way  of  reply,  and  as  a little  fupple- 
mentary  appendage  to  his  “ Remarks  on 
Mr.  Lindfey’s  Differtation  upon  praying  to 
Chrift.”  But  this  tradl,  though  written  with 
good  temper,  containing  nothing  material, 
may  be  here  dirmiffed  without  prejudice  to 
any  of  the  parties  concerned. 

The  toil  of  intenfe  dudy,  and  the  exertions 
of  a mind  ever  adtive  and  devoted  to  the  fer- 
* vice  of  learning,  humanity,  and  the  public 
weal,  made  their  filent  depredations  on  the 
health  and  fpirits  of  Dr.  Jebb ; but  his  mind 
fuffered  much  more,  from  the  interruptions 
which  occurred  in  his  frienddiip  and  inter- 
courfe  with  an  individual.  His  fenfibility, 
under  what  hejuftly  conceived  to  be  unde- 
ferved  hard  treatment,  though  it  never  de- 
ftroyed  the  charity  of  his  mind,  frequently 
robbed  it  of  its  peace. 

In  great  affairs,  no  man  poffeffed  more 
confidence  in  the  providence  of  God,  but 
the  difaffedion  of  a friend  wounded  him 
deeply.  The  recolledion  of  his  conflids 
under  thefe  circumftances,  in  one  particular 
cafe,  is  grievous,  but  the  recital  of  them 

would 


( H3  ) 

would  be  tedious,  poflibly  uninterefling,  and, 
perhaps,  incredible. 

It  mud;  fuffice  to  fay,  that  his  little  bark 
was  obliged  to  flip  anchor,  while  its  mafter, 
thoroughly  fenflble  of  preceding  obligations 
during  his  flay  in  port,  was  diffident  of  his 
own  ability  to  guide  the  helm.  And,  hav- 
ing been  led  to  exped,  both  a pilot  and  a 
convoy,  was  lefs  prepared  to  contend  with  the 
winds  and  the  waves  which  he  mufl  necelfa- 
rily  expe<fl  in  the  open  fea.  This  diflrefs  led 
him  at  once  to  commit  the  fuccefs  of  his 
voyage  to  the  bleffing  of  God  alone ; while 
certain  partial  attachments  fixed  his  eye  on 
the  coafl,  as  it  retreated  from  him.  The 
motto  which  he  aflumed  for  his  carriage, 
under  thefe  circumflances,  was  fignificant 
and  well  chofen,  “ favente  Deo  etamicis.” 

To  this,  however,  it  may  be  prefumed  he 
gave  a more  fignificant  tranflation,  than 
- would  have  occurred  to  an  indifferent  fpec- 
tator. 

A great  part  of  three  months,  in  the  year 
1779,  was  employed  in  attending  on  feveral 
of  fir  Richard  Jebb’s  patients,  during  his  ab- 
fence  from  town,  on  account  of  his  health  ; 
this,  added  to  his  own  pradice,and  attendance 

on 
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on  the  ledures  of  Dr.  Hunter,  Dr.  Keir, 
and  of  Da  Coda,  and  at  the  hofpitals,  fully 
employed  his  time. 

Dr.  Hinckley,  a worthy  and  refpeftable 
charadcr,  and  phyfician  to  Guy’s  hofpital, 
dying  the  firft  of  November  this  year,  it 
was  propofed  by  one  of  the  faculty,  who  is 
univerfaily  edeemed  an  ornament  to  it,  that 
Dr.  Jebb  diould  offer  himfelf  as  fucceffor. 

' He  accordingly  applied  for  the  appoint- 
ment, and  was  well  fupportcd,  but  declined 
the  profecution  of  it. 

The  warm  affedion  which  Dr.  Jebb  had 
for  the  civil  liberties  of  mankind,  and  the 
diare  he  was  difpofed  to  take  in  their  fup- 
port,  firfl  appeared  before  the  public  eye, 
in  “ An  addrefs  to  the  freeholders  of  Middle- 
fex,”  adembled  at  free  mafon’s  tavern  in 
Great  Queen- dree t,  on  monday,  Decem- 
ber 20th,  1779*  for  the  purpofe  of  edablifh- 
ing  meetings  to  maintain  and  fupport  the 
freedom  of  eledion.  Upon  this  occadon,  he 
communicated  to  James  Townfend,  efq. 
chairman  of  that  meeting,  the  above  addrefs, 

under 


( HS  ) 

under  the  jfignature  of  “ Salus  publica,”  pre- 
fuming, that  if  the  fentiments  “ appeared 
to  be  founded  in  reafon,  they  would  not  be 
the  lefs  regarded,  on  account  of  their  being 
fuggefted  by  an  unknown  individual 

d'his  addrefs  was  immediately  printed,  and 
veryfoon  palled  through  three  editions,  each 
being  enlarged,  by  the  addition  of  frelli  mat- 
ter; and  in  1782,  followed  the  fourth 
edition  corredled,”  which  alfo  bore  our  au- 
thor’s name  in  the  title  page.^ 

While  this  little  trad:  appeared  anony- 
mous, its  charader  was  decided  with  juftice, 
and  determined  by  its  own  intrinlic  merit. 
“ The  author  of  this  addrefs,”  fays  a writer 
in  a periodical  publication,  ‘‘  is  a dole 
thinker  and  a found  reafoner.  'Hisobferva- 
tions  on  county  meetings  are  offered  with  a 
view  to  render  fuch  affemblies  of  real,  con- 
flitutional,  and  permanent  effed,  for  redrefs 
of  national  grievances  j and  even,  if  occa- 
fion  require,  for  a reformation  of  the  con- 
ftitution  itfelf : the  writer’s  arguments  are 

conceived 


* See  vol.  ii.  p.  453 — 490. 
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conceived  with  folidity,  and  urged  with  judg- 
ment and  temper.”* 

There  appeared,  foon  afterwards,  fome 
“ Obfervations”  on  this  addrefs,  intended  to 
ridicule  it  j but  both  the  weapon  and  the 
warrior  were  unequal  to  the  oppofition  of 
truth,  defended  by  one  of  her  moft  faithful 
fons  and  able  champions. 

On  the  2d  of  February  1780,  a very  large 
and  refpedlable  meeting  of  the  electors 
and  inhabitants  of  the  city  and  liberty  of 
Weftminfter,  was  held  in  Weftminfter-hall, 
for  the  purpofe  of  petitioning  parliament, 
for  the  corredlion  of  the  grofs  abufes  in  the 
expenditure  of  public  money  { for  the  reduc- 
tion of  all  exorbitant  emoluments  j for  the  rc- 
fcinding  and  abolifliingall  finecure  places  and 
unmerited  penfions  ; and  for  the  appropria- 
tion of  the  produce  to  the  neceffities  of  the 
Ifate.  The  petition  being  unanimoufly  voted, 
and  Mr.  Fox  appointed  to  prefent  the  fame 
to  the  houfe  of  commons,  that  gentleman 

I 

declared  the  llrongeft  reprobation  of  the 
principles  and  condudi  of  the  adminiflration 

of 

» 


See  Monthly  review,  vol.  Ixii.  p.  8r. 
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of  that  time,  with  all  his  ufual  force  of  argu- 
ment and  eloquence. 

Dr.  Jebb  now  rofe,  for  the  firft  time,  to 
addrefs  a popular  alTembly  upon  a political 
quedion.  Without  any  previous  defign  or 
preparation,  but,  roufed  by  the  zeal  and  in- 
tegrity of  his  own  heart,  he  now  publicly 
“ congratulated  the  friends  of  liberty  upon 
the  good  fenfe  and  firmnefs  which  were  ma- 
nifeded  in  the  refolutions  of  that  day.  Refo- 
lutions,  important  in  themfelves,  but  dill 
more  important  in  their  confequences ; as, 
from  the  calm  and  temperate  demeanour  of 
the  people  upon  that  occadon,  he  formed  an 
happy  prefage,  that  points  of  dill  greater 
confequence,  which  concerned  the  very  ex- 
idence  of  the  conditution,  would  be  eda- 
bliihed  by  means  equally  pacific. 

“ He  exprefied  his  pleafure  alfo  in  ob- 
ferving  the  union  that  prevailed  among  all 
ranks  of  people  on  that  occafion.  He  faw 
the  nobleman,  the  gentleman,  the  artifan, 
the  mechanic  in  fihort,  every  defcription  of 
men,  united  in  oppofing  the  arbitrary  mea- 
fures  of  an  abandoned  adminidration,  and 
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thofe  principles  of  corruption  which  had  Co 
much  difgraced  this  age  and  nation. 

**  He  lamented  the  principles  and  pradlices 
of  the  times,  with  refpedt  to  the  eleftion  of 
members  of  parliament ; the  affumed  power 
of  the  few  to  di<5tate  to  the  many  in  a point 
of  fo  much  confequence  as  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  people.  He  infilled,  that  the 
city  and  liberty  of  Weftminfter  afforded  me- 
lancholy inftances  of  this  unconftitutional 
interference;  that  it  became  the  inhabitants 
to  exert  themfelves,  and  to  feat  the  men  in 
p>arliament  who  were  the  real  objeds  of 
their  unbiafied  choice  ; that  he  wifhed  them 
to  attend  to  the  glorious  examples  fet  by  the 
county  of  Middlefex,  and  carry  the  man  of 
their  choice,  without  expenfe,  to  the  door 
of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

He  propofed  Mr.  Fox  as  a man  from 
whofe  abilities  and  firmnefs  this  nation  had 
every  thing  to  hope ; and  he  trufled  that  his 
public  condud,  at  that  awful  crifis,  would 
be  had  in  remembrance,  as  long  as  the  love  of 
liberty  continued  to  be  a paflion  in  the  breads 
of  englifhmen.  He  then  moved  “ that  the 
hon.  Charles  Tames  Fox,  the  chairman -of 

•J  x.  % 
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that  meeting,  be  requeued  to  offer  himfelf 
a candidate  to  reprefent  the  city  and  liberty 
of  Wen-minlfer  in  parliament,  at  the  enfu- 
ing  general  eledion.”^ 


About  the  latter  end  of  the  fame  month. 
Dr.  Jebb  was  appointed  by  the  committee  of 
the  county  of  Huntingdon,  one  of  their  depu- 
ties, to  attend  auiaeeting  in  London  of  re- 
prefentatives  from  certain  other  petitioning 
counties,  in  order  to  concert  meafures  for 
the  more  effedual  reform  of  the  prefent 
conftitution  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

The  deputies  met  accordingly,  at  the  St: 
Alban’s  tavern,  on  March  ii,  1780,  and 
continued  their  meetings  by  feveral  adjourn- 
ments : in  the  concluhon  of  their  delibera- 
tions, they  agreed  to  a “ Memorial,  contain- 
ing reafons  for  a plan  of  national  affociation.” 
This  memorial  was  worthy  of  the  wifdom 
and  fpirit  which  prevailed  at  this  meet- 
ing j and  being  one  of  thofe  public  papers 
which  is  congenial  with  the  fpirit  of  englifh- 
men,  the  reading  of  it  will  animate  the  heart 
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of  everj?^  true  friend  to  his  country  and  its 
king,  while  he  laments  that  the  matter  con- 
tained in  it  remains,  at  this  day,  only  a mat- 
ter in  fpeculation.^ 

The  eledlors  and  inhabitants  of  Weflmin- 
Her  met  again  in  Weftminfter-hall  on  the 
6th  of  April,  agreeably  to  the  adjournment 
at  their  former  meeting.  When  Mr.  Fox 
had  concluded  his  addrefs  to  the  eledlors. 
Dr.  Jebb  arofe,  and  in  an  animated  fpeech, 
wherein  was  difplayed  a warmth  of  patrio- 
tic attachment,  which  reflected  the  higheft 
luftre  on  his  charadter,  recommended  to  the 
eledlors  of  the  city  of  Weftminfter  to  ex- 
prefsly  ftipulatewith  its  candidates,  that  they  ' 
fliould  endeavour,  inceffantly,  to  procure  an- 
nual parliaments,  and  a more  equal  reprefen- 
tation  of  the  people.  He  clearly  pointed 
out  the  benefits  that  would  accrue  to  the 
public  from  fuch  meafures  j evinced  the  ab- 
folute  neceffity  of  exerting  fpirited  efforts  in 
the  prefen t alarming  ftate  of  national  affairs  ; 

and 

* See  the  memorial  in  New  annual  rcgifter  for  1780, 
’[p.  104]  and  the  Remembrancer,  for  the  fame  year  j 
vol.  ix.  p.  249. 
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and  allerted,  with  a firm  and  amiable  fervour, 

that  the  aft  pafled  in  the  reign  of  Edward 

the  third,  to  eftablifh  annual  parliaments, 

did  not  make,  but  legalize  a prefcriptive  right 

that  formed  an  elfential  part  in  the  ancient 

conftitution  of  this  country.  He  introduced 

fome  elegant  and  highly  merited  encomiums 

on  Mr.  Fox,  and  was  received  with  that 

ftrong  and  hearty  approbation  which  his  dif- 

interefted  and  manly  exertions  in  the  caufe 

of  freedom  muft;  excite  in  every  friend  of  his 

/ 

country. 

Dr.  Jebb  then  purfuedhis  former  propofal, 
by  moving  a refolution,  which  palfed  unani- 
moufiy,  “ that  it  be  an  inftrudion  to  the 
committee  to  take  the  moft  effedlual  mea- 
fures  for  fupporting  the  eleflion  of  the  hon. 
C.  J.  Fox,  the  chairman  of  that  meeting, 
at  the  enfuing  general  meeting."^  It  is  cer- 
tain that  Mr.  Fox  owed  much  of  his  fuccefs 
to  the  fupport  and  aflive  zeal  of  Dr.  Jebb ; 
and  • I have  been  informed,  that  he  ever 
acknowledged  the  fuperior  credit  he  derived 
from  the  countenance  of  fo  difiinguifiied  a 
citizen. 
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• The  committee,  in  their  proceeding  to 
difcharge  their  trud,  appointed  (April  12,) 
a feledl  "delegation  or  fub-commitee,  “ to 
take  into  confiderationall  fuch  matters,  rHa- 
tiveto  the  election  of  members  of  parliament, 
as  might  promote  the  purpofesof  that  alTocia- 
tion.”  Dr.  Jebb  was  a member  of  that  fub- 
committee,  and  drew  up  that  part  of  their 
report,  dated  May  27,  1780,  which  pre- 
cedes the  plan  propofed  by  them  for  taking 
the  fuffrages  of  the  people  at  the  eledlion 
of  reprefentatives  to  ferve  in  parliament. 
The  important  matter  contained  in  this  re- 
port, and  the  maderly  manner  in  which  it 
is  treated,  will  render  it  highly  valuable  in 
the  edimation  of  the  friends  of  the  cpndi- 
tution ; and  the  appropriation  of  fo  confider- 
ablea-part  of  it  to  the  pen  of  Dr.  Jebb,  par- 
ticularly requires  that  it  be  prcferved  in 
thefe  volumes.^ 

On  the  election  of  the  new  parliament  in 
September,  1780,  Mr.  Fox  was  returned 
for  Wedminder.  Previous  to  his  election. 
I find  the  motives  of  Dr.  Jebb’s  attach- 
ment to  him,  fomewhat  explained  ; “I  am 
determined,”  fays  he,  “ to  fupport  Mr. 

Fox’s 

f See  vol.  iii.  p.  403, 


\ 


% 


( 153  ) 

Fox’s  eledlion,  having  propofed  him  for  his 
pah  parliamentary  condudt;  having  met  his 
ideas  on  toleration*  and  on  lord  Beauchamp’s 

bill: 

* In  the  very  idea  of  religious  toleration,  the  date 
is  fuppofed  to  concede  that  as  a favour,  which  is  due 
as  a matter  of  right ; but  ought  never  to  be  received  by 
the  fubjedl  without  an  explicit  refervation  of  the  claim 
to  eftabliftied  and  equal  liberty.  It  is  now,  however, 
no  more  than  a juft  tribute  to  the  noble  condu(5I  of  Mr. 
Fox  in  parliament,  on  wednefday,  March  28,  1787, 
(when  the  late  application  for  the  repeal  of  the  corpora- 
tion and  teft  ails,  was  before  the  houfe,)  to  obferve, 
that  he  acquitted  himfelf  in  a manner  which  did  the 
higheft  honour  to  his  comprehenfion  of  the  great  princi- 
ples of  univerfal  and  unqualified  toleration,  and  to  th« 
magnanimity  of  his  own  mind.  He  was  oppofed  on 
this  great  queftion,  by  the  minifter  of  the  crown,  and 
the  reprefentative  of  Cambridge,  united  in  the  perfon 
of  Mr.  Pitt;  and  by  the  chancellor  of  Oxford,  who, 
no  lefs  faithful  to  his  truft  and  his  principles,  declared 
himfelf  againft  the  repeal  of  the  obnoxious  ftatutes, 
but  with  fuch  general  acknowledgments  in  favour  of 
the  repeal  of  all  penal  laws,  in  matters  of  religion, 
aslhould,  in  their  necefiary  confequences,  have  placed 
him  on  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe.  It  might  in- 
deed happen,  that  his  lordfhip  did  not  read  in  his 
inftructions,  or  did  not  recollect,  that  to  declare  for 
toleration  and  to  defend  theteft  laws,  would  be  to  efta- 
b]ifh  a negative  perfecution,  by  leaving  thechriftian  ap- 
pellants under  civil  penalties  and  incapacities,  utterly 
incompatible  with  the  loweft  pradlical  ideas  of  toleration. 
Not  to  mention,  that,  in  the  inveftigation  of  thefe  juft 
claims  on  the  one  hand,  and  thefe  unrighteous  impofitions 
on  t)ie  other,  it  feem«  to  be  overlooked  by  certain  vindi- 
cators 
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bill:  and  he  having  been  the  fteady  opponent 
of  an  adminiftration  aiming  at  rendering  the 
^ king  defpotic,  and  being  now  oppofed  to 
that  adminiftration,  it  would  be  criminal  to 
defert.” 

The  doubts  which  this  paper  may  feem 
to  import,  had  no  refpedt  as  to  his  preference 
and  attachment  at  this  time,  to  Mr.  Fox, 
but  to  the  fuggeftions  and  importunities  of 
fome  well  intentioned  friends,  leading  to 
fome  forbearance  in  his  political  engage- 
ments. ' 

' Several 

cators  of  the  prefent  eftablifhment,  that  the  gofpel  of 
Chrift  is  grofsly  and  grievoufly  infiilted  and  injured  by 
the  proftitution  of  one  of  its  pofltive  ordinances  to  a 
purpofe  with  which  the  chriftian  revelation,  as  fuch,  has 
not  the  moft  diftant  connedfion  ; which  is  totally  foreign 
to  the  nature  of  its  inftitution,  and  fubveiTive  of  the  de- 
fign  of  its  founder,  wholly  perverting  it  “ from  fpiritual 
to  civil  ends  j from  the  religious  end,  to  make  men  bet- 
ter, to  a fupport  of  one  party  of  chriftians  againft  an- 
other ; not  as  a fymbol  of  friendfliip,  but  of  a party  and 
divifion  ; not  in  remembrance  of  the  death  of  Chrift, 
but  in  memory  of  the  grant  of  an  office.” 

The  bill  introduced  into  parliament  by  lord  Beau- 
champ, in  1780,  was  for  amending  an  a6fc  of  the  of 
Geo.  II.  entitled  “ an  a(5l  for  relief  of  debtors,”  and 
was  intended  to  relieve  them,  under  certain  clrcum- 
ftances,  from  imprifonment. 
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Several  gentlemen,  friends  of  the  liberties 
of  their  country,  and  confident  in  the  excel- 
lence and  congeniality  of  the  conftitution  of 
England  with  the  manly  fpirit  of  its  inhabi- 
tants ; conceiving  that  their  equal  and  legal 
rights  needed  but  to  be  known,  to  be 
fupported ; formed  an  inflitution  in  Lon-  , 
don  for  the  very  defirable  purpofe  for  cir- 
culating a better  knowledge  of  our  rights. 
In  the  month  of  April,  this  defign  took 
' place,  by  the  efbablifbment  of  “ the  fo- 
ciety  for  conftitutional  information.”  Dr. 
Jebb  was  one  of  the  moft  zealous  promoters 
of  this  inflitution  at  its  commencement,  and 
was  a conflant  attendant  at  their  meetings, 
and  an  occafional  contributor  to  their  pub- 
lications. The  fociety  have  already  pub- 
liflied  feveral  valuable  papers,  and  done  great 
and  exteniive  good.  The  compafs  of  their 
defign,  and  their  inducement  to  the  under- 
taking are  well  expreffed  by  themfelves ; 

the  defign  of  this  fociety,  fay  they,  is  to 
diffufe  throughout  the  kingdom,  as  univer- 
fally  as  poffible,  a knowledge  of  the  great 
principles  of  conftitutional  freedom,  parti- 
cularly fuch  as  refpedt  the  eletftion  and  du- 
ration of  the  reprefen tative  body.  With 

this 
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this  view,  conOitutional  tracfls,  intended  for 
the  extenfion  of  this  knowledge,  and  to 
communicate  it  to  perfons  of  all  ranks,  are 
printed  and  didributed  gratis,  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  fociety.  Effays, -and  extracts 
from  various  authors,  calculated  to  promote 
the  fame  delign,  are  alfo  publhlied  under  the 
diredtion  of  the  fociety,  in  feveral  of  the 
news-papers : and  it  is  the  willi  of  the  fo- 
ciety to  extend  this  knowledge  throughout 
every  part  of  the  united  kingdoms,  and  to 
convince  men  of  all  ranks,  that  it  is  their 
intereft,  as  well  as  their  duty,  to  fupport  a 
free  conftitution,  and  to  maintain  and  aflert 
thofe  common  rights,  which  are  effential  to 
the  dignity  and  to  the  happinefs  of  human 
nature, 

“To  procure  fliort  parliaments,  and  a 
more  equal  reprefentation  of  the  people,  are 
the  primary  objedls  of  the  attention  of  this  • 
fociety,  and  they  widi  to  difleminate  that 
knowledge  among  their  countrymen,  which 
may  lead  them  to  a general  fenfe  of  the  im- 
portance of  thefe  objeds,  and  which  may 
induce  them  to  contend  for  their  rights,  as 
men,  and  as  citizens,  with  ardour  and  with 
firmnefs. 
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‘‘  The  communication  of  found  political 
knowledge  to  the  people  at  large  muft  be  of 
great  national  advantage;  as  nothing  but 
ignorance  of  their  natural  rights,  or  inat- 
tention to  the  confequence  of  thofe  rights 
to  their  intereft  and  happinefs,  can  induce 
the  majority  of  the  inhabitants  of  any  coun- 
try to  lubmit  to  any  fpecies  of  civil  tyranny. 
Public  ’ freedom  is  the  fource  of  national 
dignity  and  of  national  felicity  j and  it  is  the 
duty  of  every  friend  to  virtue  and  mankind 
to  exert  himfeif  in  the  promotion  of  it.^” 

Dr.  Petit,  one  of  the  phyficians  of  St. 
Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  dying  the  26th  of 
May,  Dr.  Jebb  offered  himfeif  a candidate 
to  fucceed  to  that  appointment.  The  elec- 
tion came  on  the  23d  of  June ; when  Dr. 
Budd,  his  antagonid,  fucceeded  by  a great 
majority.  Many  circumflances  confpired 
to  defeat  the  reafonable  expectation  of  the 

friends  of  Dr.  Jebb.  The  lords  S , 

H , D , &c.  went  down  in 

perfon  to  vote  againd  him ; lord  North 
followed  them,  but  did  not  reach  the  place 

of 

♦ See  Trails  publifhed  and  diftributed  gratis,  by  the 
fociety  for  conftitutional  information,  vol.  ift.  8vo. 
J783,  p.  i.  and  ii. 
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of  voting  till  the  election  was  determined } 
his  inclination,  however,  being  well  known, 
his  troops  had  fecured  a vidory  before  their 
general  arrived. 

Dr.  Jebb’s  failure  in  his  eledion  into 
St.  Bartholomew’s  hofpital,  may  be  conli- 
dered  as  a public  lofs,  as  he  had  formed  two 
defigns,  friendly  to  the  improvement  and 
extenfion  of  medical  knowledge ; and  thefe 
were  dependent  on  his  fuccefs.  The  firft 
was,  to  have  the  cafe  of  every  patient  parti- 
cularly Hated ; and  every  fymptom  and  ap- 
plication in  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe  mi- 
nutely taken  down  by  the  fludent.  So  that 
the  hiftory  of  one  cafe  being  applied  to  ano- 
ther, the  fimilarity  might  be  afeertained  by 
a minute  regiftration  of  all  the  fymptoms; 
and  a certainty  introduced  in  regard  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  difeafe  and  its  remedy,  hi- 
therto unknown  in  medicine.  The  other 
was,  to  give  a courfe  of  liberal  and  familiar 
lectures  in  medicine,  which  might  be  com- 
pleted by  the  pupil’s  attendance  in  town  for 
lix  weeks  or  two  months^;  and  thefe  he  more 
particularly  deiigned  for  young  gentlemen 
and  clergymen,  previous  to  their  retreat  into 

fit  nations 


( 159  ) 

iituations  in  the  country,  where  valuable 
profefhonal  aflillance  is  very  fparingly  fcat- 
tered. 

The  oppohtion  which  was  made  to  his 
eledtion  at  St.  Bartholomew’s,  followed  him 
in  the  winter,  when  he  offered  himfelf  at 
St.  Thomas’s  hofpital  in  the  Borough.  In- 
' deed  he  relinquifhed  his  pretenfions  there, 
focner  than  in  the  former  place,  but  for  no 
other  reafon,  than  becaufe  he  found  that 
all  his  political  principles  were  likely  to  be 
again  objedled  to  him,  and  to  hazard  his 
fuccefs. 

Dr.  Prieflley,  publifliing  in  1780,  his 
‘‘  Harmony  of  the  evangelifls  in  englifli,” 
fubjoined  fome  notes  which  were  commu- 
nicated to  him  by  Dr.  Jebb ; and  thefe  are 
feverally  marked  by  the  initial  letter  of  his 
name. 

Dr.  Jebb  loved  the  fttidy  of  the  law, 
rather  than  the  profeffion  of  it.  But  being 
in  fome  degree  hurt  by  the  difappointment 
of  his  benevolent  defigns  in  his  medical  pro- 
fedion,  by  an  oppofition  fo  determined  and 

violent 
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violent,  he  had  formed  an  idea  of  turning 
his  attention  to  the  fludy  of  the  law.  With 
this  defio^n,  he  admitted  himfelf  of  Lincoln’s- 
inn,  the  9th  of  November  1780,  but  foon 
gave  up  every  thought  of  changing  his  pro- 
feffion ; for  his  ability  and  Ihill  in  phyfic, 
fecured  to  him  good  pradlice  in  the  circle 
of  private  individuals,  who,  in  the  attention 
to  their' own  health,  renounce  the  influence 
of  their  party ; a circumftance,  which  fo 
frequently  involves  the  lofs  of  their  credit, 
when  choofing  a phyfician  on  any  public 
eflablilhment. 

A fecond  delegation,  which  met  in  Guild- 
hall, London,  on  the  3d  of  March,  was 
formed  from  feveral  petitioning  counties. 
Thefe  delegates  concurred  in  a petition  to 
parliament  in  their  own  names,  as  freehold- 
ers of  their  feveral  counties,  in  order  to 
meet  the  formal  jules  of  the  houfe.  * 

Dr.  Jebb,  in  the  execution  of  this  delegated 
truft,  had,  with  reludance,  acquiefeed  in 
fome  of  the  meafures  propofed  by  his  col- 
leagues ; 

* For  the  report  of  their  proceedings  and  petition, 
fee  the  Remembrancer  for  1781,  vol.  xii.  p.  82  and  91. 
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leagues ; and  when  their  meetings  were 
difcontinued,  he  explained  himfelf,  upon 
the  fubjed,  in  “ A letter  to  fir  Robert 
Bernard,  hart,  chairman  of  the  Hunting- 
donfliire  committee.”  This  letter,  which 
is  dated  May  the  13th,  1781,  he  afterwards 
publifhed.^ 

“ The  great  point,  as  appeared  to  him, 
(according  to  a private  memorandum,)  was, 
not  to  prevail  with  the  deputies,  but  to 
animate  the  people  to  alfert  the  three  rights, 
viz.  the  right  of  voting  to  houfholders,  equal 
reprefentation,  annual  eledion.”  And,  re- 
fering  more  particularly  to  himfelf,  he  ob- 
ferves,  with  his  own  ufual  candour  and  dif- 
truft  of  himfelf,  be  open  to  advice,  be 
temperate  in  the  alfembly  of  the  deputies, 
be  fteadv  in  the  committee : in  addrefles  to 
the  people  be  zealous,  and  call  upon  them 
to  alfert  their  rights.” 

In  the  year  1781,  Dr.  Jebb  continued  to 
labour  in  the  public  caufe. 

Upon  the  fubjed  of  parliamentary  reform, 
his  mind  was  clear;  and  determined.  His 

fenti-. 


MEM, 


* See  Yol.  il.  p.  491 — 516, 

M 


( '62  ) 

fentiments  may  bert;  be  collected  from  one 
of  his  private  letters  to  a much  refpedted 
character,  whofe  indefatigable  fervices  in 
the  caufe  of  a parliamentary  reform  always 
received  their  due  praife  from  our  author, 
though  he  differed  from  him  effentially  in 
forne  very  important  points.  I thank 
you,”  fays  he,  in  a letter  dated  Auguft  7, 
1781,  “ for  the  account  of  the  proceedings 
of  your  committee ; and  honour  the  gen- 
tlemen who  compofe  it,  for  their  perfeve- 
rance  at  a moment,  when  fo  many,  (I  muft 
own  I think  without  reafon)  defpair.  I am 
forry  you  feem  to  think  it  difficult  to  deter- 
mine what  fleps  are  next  to  be  taken.  Can 
there  be  a doubt  upon  the  fubjedl  ? You  fay 
the  future  conduct  of  the  committee  will 
much  depend  on  circumftances,  and  par- 
ticularly on  the  appearances  of  a better  and 
more  general  fupport  next  winter  ; but  why 
do  you  mention  winter  on  this  occafion  ? 
Is  it  becaufe  parliament  meets  in  the  win- 
ter ? are  our  hopes  of  reformation  then  flill 
to  depend  upon  parliament  ? upon  that  par- 
liament which  it  ought  to  be  the  purpofe 
of  every  friend  to  his  country  to  reform : 

a parlia- 
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a parliament,  which  can  only  be  reformed 
by  a recurrence  to  the  principles  of  the 
conftitution,  and  the  drenuous  exertions  of 
the  coliedive  body  of  the  people  ? It  is 
Grange,  as  an  able  man  well  obferves,  that 
it  /hall  be  allowed  to  the  reprefentative  to 
make  every  innovation  in  the  conditution 
that  felfidinefs  and  treafon  can  fugged,  and 
at  the  fame  time  to  hefitate  whether  the 
condituent  has  a right  to  reform  what  the 
villany  of  the  fervant  hath  deranged.  I am 
fatisfied  that  the  people,  in  their  affemblies, 
may  conditutionally  appoint  committees, 
with  full  power  to  corred  the  abufes  of  re- 
prefentation,  and  are  under  no  obligation  to 
treat  with  any  other  parties,  than  the  no- 
bility and  the  king. 

“You  fay  that  you  do  not  exped  any  thing 
will  be  done  unlefs  the  meafures  adopted  by 
feveral  counties,  and  approved  by  the  lad 
general  deputation,  be  confidered/  by  the 
friends  of  Mr.  Cartwright’s  plan,  as  de- 
ferving  of  their  fupport. 

“ I mud  candidly  confefs  that,  for  one,  I 
would  never  have  fubjeded  myfelf  to  the 
lodes,  the  odium,  and  the  anxieties  I have 
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fuftained,  could  I have  imagined  that  the 
friends  of  reformation  would  have  been  fa- 
tisfied  with  fo  defective  a plan ; and  I have 
reafon  to  believe  that  many  others  arc  of  the 
fame  opinion  with  myfelf.  You  fee  the  ad- 
vantage Mr.  E.  Burke  has  made  of  this 
(cond’jdt  of  the  reformers)  in  his  letter  to 
the  people  of  Buckinghamfhire.  “ You 
will  be  called  upon,  fays  he,  to  declare  that 
the  houfe  of  commons  is  not  fufficiently 
numerous.”  His  objedlion  would  have  had 
no  place,  had  a propofition  for  cutting  olf 
an  hundred  borough  members  been  early 
adopted.  But  this  is  a meafure  to  which 
the  proprietors  of  boroughs,  it  feems,  will 
not  accede.  Are  we  certain  that  they  will, 
bona  fide,  agree  to  the  meafure  of  the  hun- 
dred knights  ? will  they  not  objedl  to  the 
confufion  the  eledlion  of  them  will  occafioii' 
in  the  larger  counties,  without  fome  better 
arrangement  than  at  prefent .?  Lord  Mahon 
has  not  convinced  me  that  we  fliall  be  able 
to  purchafe  even  their  acquiefcence  by  any 
declarations  we  can  make,  and  furely  upon 
the  principles  of  felfifhnefs,  it  would  be  un- 
wife in  them  to  make  any  confeffion  what- 
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foever.  The  additional  hundred  knights 
would  of  itfelf  diminilh  the  influence  of  the 
borough  holders  more  than  I am  fure  they 
will  ever  approve.  Not  to  mention  the  rea- 
fonable  alarm  which  would  agitate  the  ari- 
flocracy,  left  thefe  hundred’ knights  fhould, 
in  a little  time,  notwithftanding  our  folemn 
promifes  to  the  contrary,  endeavour  utterly 
to  defpoil  them  of  what  they,  very  impro- 
perly, efteem  their  patrimony. 

‘‘  You  fay  that  we  have  no  chance  of 
fuccefs,  unlefs  the  people  can  detach  a cer- 
tain clafs  from  co-operating  with  govern- 
ment in  fupport  of  the  prefent  abufes.  I 
anfwer,  we  can  never  expedt  to  detach  them 
from  a connedtion  fo  injurious  to  their  coun- 
try, unlefs  we  can  make  it  their  intereft  to 
unite  with  us.  In  a ftridl  conftitutional 
fenfe,  it  is  their  intereft  to  unite  with  us  in 
fupporting  the  independence  of  the  com- 
mons’ houfe  of  parliament ; but  it  is  im- 
poflible  that  we  can  ever  render  it  the  in- 
tereft of  individuals  to  refign  that  undue 
weight  in  the  legiflature,  which  many  of 
them  at  prefent  enjoy,  to  the  great  injury 
of  the  nation.  We  may  talk  of  purchafe, 
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voluntary  or  involuntary,  as  we  pleafe  5 but 
legiflatlon  is  ineftimable  in  the  opinion  of 
the  poffefTor  : the  party  alluded  to  will  never 
con  fen  t to  accept  of  what  we  term  a rea- 
fonable  compenfation  for  borough  intereft, 
until  thereto  compelled  by  the  power  of  the 
people. 

“ You  feem  to  think,  that  the  extindion 
of  the  committees  will  take  place,  unlefs  all 
the  friends  to  parliamentary  reformation 
unite  on  the  ground  already  occupied  by  fo 
confiderable  a part  of  the  nation.  I muft 
here  beg  leave  to  enter  my  proteft  againft 
this  reprefen tation  of  the  cafe,  with  refped: 
to  the  point  of  fact.  The  meafure  of  the 
hundred  knights,  was  the  fuggeflion  of  a 
few  individuals,  and  the  manner  in  which 
it  made  its  way  into  the  delegation,  and 
from  thence  into  fome  of  the  committees, 
was  not  fuch  as  gave  reafon  to  imagine  it 
would  meet  with  vigorous  and  permanent 
fupport : yet  I muft  own,  though  with  fome 
degree  of  felf- condemnation, that  I more  than 
once  fupported  it ; but,  at  the  time  I did  fo,  I 
hoped  the  meafure  would  have  been  followed 
by  others  of  more  confequence,  and  could 
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not  fufpecft  it  was  in  contemplation  even  to 
fufpend  our  exertions  in  fupport  of  this  im- 
perfect fcheme,  until  the  fantahic  idea  of 
ceconomical  reformation  was  realifed  by  the 
event.  In  my  opinion,  the  fpirit  of  ac- 
commodation will  ruin  all ; nor  can  any 
good  purpofe  be  anfwered  by  conceding  to 
meafures  which  the  judgment  difapproves. 

“ Equal  reprefentation,  fedional  parlia- 
ments, and  the  univerfal  right  of  fuffrage, 
are  alone  worthy  of  an  englhhman’s  regard  j 
no  difficulties,  no  dangers,  no  fufferings, 
will  induce  me  to  decline  bearing  my  ffiare 
in  any  conftitutional  exertion  for  their  at- 
tainment. I look  upon  them  as  attainable, 
though  probably  not  fo  fpeedily  as  we  could 
wiffi ; and  I am  confident  in  my  former 
opinion,  that  the  whole  may  be  more  eafily 
obtained,  than  a part.  The  cdnfiitution  of 
the  commons’  houfe  of  parliament  can  never 
be  reftored  gradatim,  nor  by  any  other 
power  than  that  to  which  it  owes  its  exifi- 
ence^  I mean,  the  power  of  the  people, 
whofe  proper  weight  and  authority  in  the 
fcale  of  government,  is  now  rifing  in  every 
part  of  Europe ; and,  I trufl,  will  not,  in 
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tills  country,  much  longer  be  ^deprclTcd, 
either  by  luft  of  power  in  the  monarch,  or 
arilfocratic  jealoufy  in  the  peer. 

“ The  plan  of  parjiamentary  reformation, 
which  I laid  before  fir  George  Saville,  in 
1776,  and  before  the  freeholders  of  Mid- 
dlefex,  in  the  clofe  of  the  year  1779,  I have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  keep  uniformly  in 
view ; although,  through  a defire  of  pro- 
moting unanimity,*  not  very  handfomely  re- 
quited, I have  confented  to  partial  meafures, 
and  have  been  content  to  ufe  the  language  of 
fervility  to  a tribunal,  which,  at  the  mo- 
ment, I efteemed  corrupt. 

I muft  alfo  beg  leave  to  obferve,  that 
the  friends  of  major  Cartwright’s  /yflem 
have  been  indefatigable  in  their  endeavours 
to  keep  up  the  fpirit  of  the  friends  of  liberty 
in  every  part  of  the  kingdom,  although  they 
faw  meafures  embraced,  in  preference  to 
thofe  which  they  verily  believed  would  have 
awakened  the  {lumbering  virtue  of  the  peo- 
ple ; and  that  they  have  too  great  a regard 
for  the  facred  caufe  they  are  engaged  in,  to 
fufpend  their  efforts,  on  account  of  a differ- 
ence in  opinion ; nor  is  it  probable,  that 
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ever  the  event  you  dread,  viz.  the  breaking 
up  of  the  prefent  affociations,  which  they 
have  uniformly  exerted  themfelves  to  keep 
in  being,  will  induce  them  finally  to 
defpond. 

“ Having  faid  thus  much  refpeding  what 
is  paft,  permit  me  to  offer  a few  words  with 
refpedl  to  future  proceedings. 

“ The  caufe  we  are  engaged  in,  is  a 
caufe  which  honour  and  true  patriotifm 
will  not  fuffer  any  man  to  relinquifh,  who 
has  embraced  it  upon  a proper  principle ; 
and,  therefore,  I am  confident,  the  gen- 
tlemen of  Yorkfliire  will  fieadily  perfevere. 
A fimilar  perfeverance  of  the  virtuous,  may 
be  expedled  in  every  other  part  of  England. 
Of  this,  they  may  be  perfuaded,  that  if, 
without  regard  to  party,  and  with  a proper 
degree  of  vigour,  they  fliall  embrace  mea- 
fures  founded  in  juftice,  and  the  conftitu- 
tion,  and  of  which  the  utility  is  evident  to 
ordinary  apprehenfion,  they  will  meet  with 
the  full  concurrence  of  the  people ; and  that 
concurrence  will  enable  them  to  effed  their 
pnrpofe.  Confcious  that  fuch  principles 
as  will  abide  the  trial,  aduate  my  heart,  I 
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place  my  confidence  in  the  protedlion  of 
heaven.  I therefore  will  not,  indeed  I 
cannot,  defpond. 

“ With  refpefl  to  difference  of  fentiment, 
it  muft  be  excepted  for  a time ; only  let  us 
not  obfirudt  free  difeufiion  of  the  fubjedt ; 
let  us  rather  feduloufly  promote  it,  and  all 
will  be  well.  Let  us  refled:,  that  true  una- 
nimity flourifhes  only  where  free  difeuflion 
hath  previoufly  prevailed  ; and  that  as  the 
commons’  houfe  of  parliament  cannot  be 
faid  to  be  reftored  to  freedom  and  indepen- 
dency, unlefs  it  fpeaks  the  fentiments  of  the 
englifli  people,  every  englifliman  has  a right 
to  be  confultcd  in  its  formation. 

“ I have  now  fpoken  my  fentiments,  with 
a freedom  for  which  I fhall  make  no  apo- 
logy,  becaufe  the  fubjed  requires  fincerity 
of  intention,  and  plainnefs  of  fpeech.  I will 
only  add,  that  I fliall  be  happy  in  hearing 
from  you ; and,  that  I am,  with  the  mofl: 
cordial  refped  and  efteem,”  &c. 

Some  further  diferiminations  appear,  in  a 
letter  from  Dr.  Jebb  to  Mr.  Capel  Lofft, 
(dated  Dec.  the  23d,  1781  i)  ‘‘  In  cafe  the 
militia,’.’  fays  he,  “ is  increafed,  it  will  be 
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very  fair  to  urge,  that  citizens  intruded  with 
arms,  mav  be  intruded  with  votes ; other- 
wife  there  would  be  a drong  objection  to 
truding  them  with  arms.  Didrefs  will  force 
the  dodrine  we  think  jud,  upon  the  public 
ear.  The  opinion  fhould  be  inculcated,  that 
if  the  people  would  have  their  bufmefs  well 
done,  they  mud  do  it  themfelves ; they  mud 
begin  by  putting  themfelves  in  podedion  of 
the  right  of  fudrage,  on  the  fame  principle  as 
they  would  abate  a nuifance,  or  demolidi  an 
inclofure  made  on  a common,- without  legal 
right.  Nor  does  fuch  ad  imply,  but  rather  , 
exclude,  violence.  A declaration  to  parlia- 
ment from  the  prefent  non-eledors,  that 
they  are  unreprefented,  and,  therefore,  under 
no  obligation  to  pay  taxes,  would  be  a fufE- 
cient  hint  in  times  when  there  is  fo  great  an 
inability  to  pay  them. 

‘‘  The  american  quedion  is  a quedion, 
properly  fpeaking,  to  be  referred  to  the  ad- 
minidrators  of  the  king’s  prerogative.  The 
quedion  of  parliamentary  reformation  lies 
with  the  committees.  No  perfons,  unlefs 
delegated  by  the  people,  are  competent  to 
determine  upon  the  point.  J mean  that  the 
' mode 
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mode  of  bringing  the  american  war  before 
the  public,  is  by  remonftrance ; the  mode 
of  managing  the  parliamentary  reformation 
is  by  the  force  of  committees,  appointed  with 
fufficient  powers.  And  I am  more  fatisfied 
than  ever  in  the  idea,  that  the  ad;  of  king, 
nobles,  and  fuch  committees,  would  have 
more  real  confUtutional  force,  than  an  ad 
of  king,  lords,  and  prefent  houfe  of  com- 
mons, were  that  houfe  even  difpofed  to  do 
what  we  wifla.” 

Major  Cartwright,  in  his  dedication  to 
Dr.  John  Jebb,  Mr.  Lofft,  and  Mr.  Gren- 
iville  Sharp,  of  one  of  his  valuable  trads, 
entitled,  “ Give  us  our  rights,”  and  pub- 
liihed  1782,  very  properly  con fiders  them  as 
“ indefatigable  fellow-labourers  in  the  great 
work  of  vindicating  the  violated  rights  and 
betrayed  liberties  of  our  country.”  He  adds 
further,  and  with  great  judice,  that  “ they 
were  men,  who,  with  minds  elevated  above 
the  miftaken  pride  and  the  felfifh  interefts 
of  the  world,  were  inflexibly  juft  to  the 
rights  and  deareft  interefts  of  humanity  and 
freedom,  in  every  country  and  in  every 
‘dime.” 
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On  the  20th  of  March,  1782,  lord  North 
refigned  his  place  in  his  majefty's  councils. 
Dr.  Jebb  wrote  to  Mr.  Fox  a congratulatory 
letter  upon  the  occafion,  and,  in  a few  days, 
a new  adminiftratlon  was  formed,  wherein 
the  late  lord  Rockingham  was  appointed 
hr  ft  lord  of  the  treafury,  and  lord  Shelburne 
and  Mr.  Fox  the  two  principal  fecretaries  of 
ftate. 

Dr.  Jebb  cordially  concurred  in  the  ad- 
drefs  which  was  prefented  to  the  king  on 
this  occafion  from  the  inhabitants  of  Weft- 
minfter;  but  declined  to  go  up  with  it, 
that,'  ‘ he  might  be  efteemed  free  in  the 
great  point  of  reform.” 

In  the  midft  of  the  feveral  changes  which 

took  place  at  this  time  in  the  adminiftration- 
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of  government,  no  confideration  was  taken 
by  the  new  minifters  to  avail  themfelves  of 
the  abilities  of  Dr.  Jebb  \ this  is  mentioned 
as  a fadt,  and  with  a view  to  contradidl  a 
contrary  report.  And  it  is  equally  certain, 
that  he  had  determined  never  to  accept  of 
any  place.  From  a very  refpedtable  quarter 
it  was  fuggefted  to  Dr.  Jebb,  that  his  fer- 
vices  would  be  very  acceptable  in  the  cor- 
poration 
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poration  of  London,  and  that  an  alderman’s 
gown  only  waited  his  acceptance.  But  the 
duties  of  magiftracy  in  the  metropolis  were 
incompatible  with  his  medical  attentions ; 
and,  therefore,  he  did  not  helitafe  to  decline 
an  office,  which  he  could  not  difeharge. 
And  yet,  fingular  as  it  may  feem  to  fuppole 
our  author  enrobed  in  aldermanic  furr,  few 
men  were  better  calculated  than  he  was,  for 
the  impartial  adminiftration  of  juftice,  or 
the  internal  regulation  of  the  police  of  Lon- 
don, conliftent  with  every  fecurity  of  liberty 
and  morals. 

The  fucceffion  of  lord  Shelburne  in  the 
month  of  July  to  the  place  of  firft  lord  of 
the  treafury,  vacant  by  the  premature  death 
of  lord  Rockingham,  divided  that  body  of 
men  who  had  jointly  perfeveredin  their  op- 
pofition  to  the  adminiftration  of  lord  North. 
On  this  feparation  of  former  friends.  Dr. 
Jebb  was  determined  in  his  fupport  of  Mr. 
Fox,  and  was  much  and  deeply  interefted 
for  him. 

The  17th  of  July  was  the  day  appointed 
for  a general  meeting  of  the  elecStors  of  Weft- 
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minfter,  to  confider  of  a petition  to  the  houfe 
of  commons  for  a more  equal  reprefentation 
of  the  people,  and  for  Ihortening  the  dura- 
tion of  parliament.  Mr.  Fox  was  unani- 
moufly  called  to  the  chair,  and  addreffed 
himfelf  to  his  conflituents  in  a manly  and 
animated  fpeech.  Mr.  Sawbridge  propofed 
the  petition,  and  major  Cartwright  feconded 
it.  Dr.  Jebb  delivered  his  fentiments  alfo 
from  the  huftings,  which  having  been  pre- 
ferved  by  a feparate  publication,  they  are  ac- 
cordingly preferved  in  our  third  volume.* 

In  the  autumn  this  year,  (1782)  he  com- 
bated, in  feveral  letters  in  the  public  prints, 
the  propofal  made  for  building  ifhips  of  war 
by  the  feveral  maritime  counties,  in  the  way 
of  voluntary  fubfcription,  without  the  aid 
of  parliament.  One  of  thefe  letters,  figned 
‘‘  Alfred,”  was  afterwards  publilhed  in  the 
Bury  poft,”  by  Mr.  Lofft,  which  intro- 
duced the  difcufTion  of  the  legality  of  the 
fubfcription  for  flilp- building  5 and  ended 
in  the  abandoning  of  that  meafure  in  Suf- 
folk, after  a long  correfpondence  in  the  fame 

paper 

* See  vol.  iii.  p.  2^8. 
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paper  between  Mr.  Lofft  and  Mr.  Arthur 
Young.  * 

In  the  midft  of  this  detail  of  Dr.  Jebb’s 
political  exertions,  he  perfevered  in  his 
wonted  attention  to  the  duties  and  ftudies 
of  his  profefTion.  His  attendance  on  his 
patients,  and  the  cultivation  of  his  own 
mind,  were  equally  unremitted.  And  as 
long  as  his  health  would  admit  his  vifitins: 
the  fick,  his  pradice  increafed.  In  the  au- 
tumn (1782)  he  publidaed  fome  “ Seledl 
cafes  of  the  diforder  commonly  termed  the 

paralyfis 

■*  Thefe  letters  were  afterwards  publifhed  in  one 
trait  entitled,  “ An  inquiry  into  the  legality  and  expe- 
diency of  increafing  the  royal  navy  by  fubfeription  for 
building  county  fliips.  Being  the  correfpondence  on 
• that  fubjeil  between  Arthur  Young  and  Capel  LofFt, 
efqrs.  printed  at  Bury  St,  Edmunds,  8vo.  1783. 

The  fociety  for  conftitutional  information,  at  a meet- 
ing on  the  4th  of  Odober  1782,  came  to  the  following 
refolution.  “ That  it  was  the  opinion  of  that  fociety, 
that  raifing  any  fums  of  money  for  building  fhips  of  war 
by  voluntary  fubfeription  is  unconftitutional  j and  that 
no  aids  ought  to  be  granted  to  the  crown,  but  by  au- 
thority of  parliament,  every  other  method  of  procuring 
public  fupplies  being  of  the  moft  dangerous  tendency,” 

• Trads  by  the  fociety,  vol,  i.  p.  84. 
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paralyfis  of  the  lower  extremities.  To  which 
is  added  a cafe  of  catalepfy.”  ^ 

The  idea  which  he  had  formed  of  intro- 
ducing fuch  hiftories  of  cafes  as  would  be 
analogous  to  the  reports  and  year  books  of 
our  lawyers,  is  mentioned  in  the  beginning 
of  this  tradt. 

He  had,  on  feveral  occafions,  drawn  out 
a fcheme  for  taking  down  fuch  cafes, 
which  had  been  much  approved  by  fome  of 
the  moft  learned  men  of  the  profeffion,  as 
well  in  the  general  principle,  as  in  his  par-- 
ticular  form,  -f  I have  been  informed  that 

the 


• See  vol.  H.  p.  391—452. 

f This  fcheme  was  drawn  out  on  a fheet  of  paper, 
which  might  be  extended  downwards  in  a roll  indefi- 
nitely, or  if  written  in  a folio  volume  might  be  conti- 
nued in  fucceffive  pages.  Lines  were  ruled  at  the  dif» 
tance  of  about  two  inches  or  upwards,  forming  Lparate 
divifions  or  fquares  of  that  dimenfion.  The  left  hand 
divifion  was  appropriated  to  diurnal  dates  and  notes  j 
obferving,  in  the  firft,  the  duration  of  the  diforder  at 
the  time  of  being  called  in,  and  in  the  fubfequent  divi- 
fions  might  be  inferted  any  incidental  matter,  not  other-t 
wife  provided  for  by  name,  in  the  general  cl afs;  as 
“Jan.  II,  1780,  Die  martis,  ab  accefiione  morbj 
fexto.” 


Th? 
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the  great  Bacon  has  fome  where  recom- 
mended a hmilar  plan;  the  thought  was 
original  in  Dr.  Jebb,  and  well  fupported, 
though  it  may  have  been  before  fuggefted  by 
lord  Bacon. 

Mr.  Maty  obferves,  that  this  publica- 
tion was  a proof  though  ‘ quantum  temporis 
alii  ad  fuas  res  obeundas,  quantum  tempef- 
tivis  conviviis,  quantum  denique  aleae  vel 
pilae,  tantum  ille  ad  fludia  reipublicae  fump- 

ferit,* 

The  divifions  formed  at  the  top  of  the  roll  or  page, 
receive  the  titles  or  digeft  of  the  fymptoms,  appearances, 
obfervations,  diet  and  prefcriptions,  marked  with  all  pre- 
cifion  and  accuracy.  Notes,  when  thus  arranged,  may 
afterwards  be  confulted  in  diftinft  fucceflion,  and  in 
reference  to  one  particular  fymptom,  or  in  reference  to 
any  particular  day,  which  will  be  found  to  meet  in  the 
rectangular  divifion,  including,  in  the  way,  the  accom- 
panying fymptoms  at  the  fame  time. 

The  titles  of  thefe  clafled  obfervations  are  (In  the 
cafe  before  me)  the  follov/ingj  I.  Qualitates  fenfiles, 
et  praecipue  cutis  flatus,  ratione  caloris,  coloris,  et  hu- 
morls.  II.  Status  ventriculi  et  oris  intern!  et  cefophagi. 
III.  Status  vifcerum,  thoracicorum  et  eorundem  func- 
tionum.  IV.  Excernendorum  ratio,  et  flatus  vifcerum 
abdominalium  caeterorum.,  V.  Status  encephali,  rati- 
one fomni,  corporis  virium,  idearum  fenfationum  et 
mentis  pathematum.  VI,  Symptomatum  pofl  fumnum, 
paflum,  et  medicamenta,  diarium.  VII.  Medicamenta, 
diaeta,  et  caetera  prefcripta. 
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ferit,’  Dr.  Jebb  had  never  loft  fight  of  the 
engagements  of  his  profeflion } it  is  a proof 
that  his  diligence  had  not  only  been  exem- 
plary, but  unexampled ; and  it  is  a proof 
that  into  whatever  department  of  life  he 
ftrikes,  he  carries  with  him  that  fplrit  of 
improvement,  and  fervent  wifti  of  ferving 
his  fellow  creatures,  which,  into  whatever 
miftakes  it  may  fometimes  lead,  is  the  great 
feature  of  an  honeft  and  fuperiorly  enligh- 
tened mind.”  * 

' N 2 ' In 

* See  Mr.  Maty’s  review,  vol.  ii.  p.  275.  In  another 
periodical  literary  journal,  it  is  faid,  “ It  is  with  great 
pleafure  we  announce,  as  a writer  in  his  new  depart- 
ment, a perfon  to  whofe  active  fpirit  of  free  inquiry, 
and  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  public  good,  we  have  already 
on  various  occafions  borne  our  teftimony.”  See  Month- 
ly review,  vol.  Ixvii.  p.  2gq.  And,  in  the  account  of 
domeftic  literature,  in  a more  mifcellaneous  publication, 
it  is  faid  of  Dr.  Jebb,  that  “ his  excellent  character, 
his  refpeftable  talents,  his  learned  and  valuable  writ- 
ings, as  a divine,  and  his  patriotic  publications  as  a 
politician,  are  things  of  which  few  of  our  readers  can 
be  ignorant.  As  a phyfician  he  appears  with  equal  ad- 
vantage, Whatever  Dr.  Jebb  applies  to,  he  diflin- 
guilhes  himfelf  by  his  integrity,  afliduity,  and  capacity; 
and,  in  thefe  refpefts,  he  will  always  demand  the  ap- 
plaufe  of  the  wife  and  good,  even  with  regard  to  points 
in  which  they  may  differ  from  him  in  opinion.”  See 
New  annual  regiller  for  the  year  1782,  p.  224. 
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In  the  latter  end  of  November  in  this 
yearv  Dr.  Jebb  was  feized  with  a violent 
illnefs,  which  was  fuppofed  to  proceed  from 
his  attending  a family  in  a putrid  fever,  of 
which  the  father  and  child  died,  and  the 
reft  of  the  houfe  were  infedled ; but  his 
own  fever  was  inflammatory,  and  brought 
on  only  by  over  exertions  in  attending,  pa- 
tients while  under  that  tendency.  He  was 
confined  to  his  bed  for  fix  weeks,  and  was 
attended  by  fir  George  Baker,  and  fir  Ri- 
chard Jebb,  and  occafionally  by  that  no 
lefs  able  and  judicious  furgeon,  than  bene- 
volent man,  Mr.  Sharp. 

His  recovery  was  followed  by  a return  to 
all  his  various  attentions,  in  which  neither 
his  patients,  nor  the  public,  found  any 
ftacknefs. 

In  a letter  to  major  Cartwright,  dated 
January  the  27th,  1783,  he  fays,  “ he  had 
been  to  .the  duke  of  Richmond  that  morn- 
ing, to  requeft  his  attendance  at  the  quin- 
tuple meeting,  which  he  promifed.  He 
has  written,”  adds  he  ‘‘  fuch  a letter  to  the 
Suffex  meeting  as  would  immortalize  his 
name,  if  he  was  not  before  deferving  of  all 

refpedl. 
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refpei^l.  Never  let  us  fhift  our  ground,  we 
never  can  fland  on  any  other,  as  he  has  mod: 
ably  Ihevvn.  Mr.  Pitt,  I am  told,  will 
fupport  Wyvill’s  plan.  I have  done  what  I 
can  with  friends  to  fhew  them  the  advan- 
tage of  going  upon  the  plan  of  laft  year,  and 
getting  a parliamentary  vote,  that  the  repre- 
fentation  is  imperfedl,  ought  to  be  reformed, 
and  a committee  of  inquiry  concerning  the 
heft  plan,  appointed ; but  I am  afraid  the 
idea  is  fixed.” 

. Before  the  fettlement  of  the  coalition  mi- 
niftry  in  April  1783,  Dr.  Jebb  wrote  to  Mr. 
Fox,  and  privately  urged  every  argument 
againfi:  that  meafure  ; and,  at  a meeting  of 
the  eledors  of  W eftminfier,  at  the  Shakefpeare 
tavern.  Covent-garden,  on  the  fixth  of Pvlarch, 
he  reprobated  it,  in  the  firongeft  terms,  in  a 
fpeech  of  an  hour  and  half.  ^ He  declared 
that  “ he  had  watched  Mr.  Fox’s  condud, 
and  hitherto  his  approbation  was  the  na- 

N 3 tural 

• The  afFeflionate  interefl:  Dr,  Jebb  took  in  Mr. 
Fox’s  final  determination  on  this  occafion  is  beautifully 
exprelTed  in  a note,  at  the  conclufion  of  his  letters  to 
the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  written  about  eight  months 
after  the  fatal  coalition  had  taken  place.  See  vol.  ii.  p. 

550— S53»  note. 
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tural  relult  of  his  anxious  attention  to  his 
acftions : he  faid,  that  he  had  feen  his  tri- 
umphs, and  that  there  was  not  one  triumph 
of  his  honourable  friend,  in  which  he  had 
not  amply  participated } he  had  conhdered 
Mr.  Fox’s  triumphs,  and  every  circumdance 
that  added  to  his  well  earned  fame,  as  a 
triumph  of  his  own  heart.” 

Dr.  Jebb  then  proceeded  to  reprobate  “ the 
coalition,  which  it  was  rumoured,  had 
been  formed  between  his  honourable  friend, 
and  the  very  men  who  had  brought  this  un- 
happy country  to  the  precipice  on  which  It 
flood ; men,  who  during  the  whole  of  this 
unfortunate  reign,  had  evidenced,  in  every 
a(fl  of  their  conducfl,  a defign  to  eflablifh 
defpotifm,  and  to  render  the  prince  who 
fvvays  the  fcepter  of  thefe  kingdoms,  as  def- 
potic  as  any  of  his  mofl  arbitrary  neigh- 
bours ; men,  who  had  profecuted  that  war, 
which  had  nearly  reduced  us  to  utter  ruin, 
and  had  profecuted  it  contrary  to  their  own 
con  . iftions  of  its  impropriety  and  impradi- 
cability.” 

He  then  warned  the  honourable  gentleman, 
with  apparent  friendfliip,  and  “ intreated 

him. 
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him,  with  much  ferioufnefs,  not  to  form 
any  coalition  with  fuch  men,  as  it  muft  be 
ruinous  to  his  fair  fame,  and  deftrudtive  of 
the  fyftem,  which,  he  lincerely  believed, 
it  was  his  intention  to  fupport.” 

‘‘  A thorough,  cordial,  well-grounded 
reconciliation,  faid  he,  with  our  brethren  in 
America,  was  effentially  neceffary  to  our 
future  welfare,  and  to  our  re-eftablifhment 
in  our  confequence  among  the  nations. 
America  had  feen  the  virtuous,  and,  in  the 
end,  the  fuccefsful  ftruggle  of  his  honour- 
able friend,  for  the  fecurity  of  her  rights ; 
her  fons  venerated  him  as  the  alTertor  of  the 
caufe  of  liberty,  as  the  friend  of  fuffering 
humanity.  But  what  would  be  the  gonfe- 
quence,  if  America  fliould  fee  the  man, 
whofe  chara6ler  £he  thus  revered,  uniting 
with  the  very  man  who  had  laboured  to 
enflave  her  ? America  would  dlftruft  the 
fincerity  of  the  honourable  gentleman ; 
would  withdraw  her  confidence,  fufpedl  his 
profelfions,  and  refufe  that  connedion, 
founded  on  returning  friendlhip,  which  was 
fo  elfential  to  the  interefts  of  this  country.” 

N 4 The 
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. The  do6lor  fald,  “ the  maxim  of  late  had 
been  ‘ divide'  et  impera  f it  had  ever  been 
the  pradlice  of  thofe,  who  had  the  diredlion 
of  the  condudl  of  the  crown,  to  difunite  the 
friends  of  the  people,  and  to  difgrace  thofe, 
who  were  capable  of  afferting  their  interefts, 
confcious  that  union  and  firmnefs  could 
alone  fecure  the  people  againft  their  attempts 
to  ruin  them.  He  warned  Mr.  Fox  againfl 
trufUng  to  thofe,  whofe  interefls,  and  whofe 
fyftem  it  was  to  betray  him : they  will,  faid 
he,  admit  you  to  power,  and  when  you  can 
no  longer  adl  with  them,  fend  you  back  to 
the  people  dilhonoured  and  difgraced,  and 
fay,  we  have  difgraced  your  friends,  and 
rendered  them  unfit  to  ferve  you ; now  take 
them,  and  ufe  them  as  you  pleafe.  He 
then  conjured  the  friends  of  the  people  to 
Hand  aloof,  and  to  throw  themfelves  upon 
the  people,  who  would  fupport  them,  and 
make  them  indifpenfably  necelTary  to  the 
crown/’ ^ 

Dr.  Jebb’s  own  account  of  this  fpeech, 
in  a letter  to  a friend,  is,  that  he  had  treated 

the 

* See  the  Remembrancer  for  1783,  vol.  xv.  p.  205 
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the  intended  coalition  with  all  the  vehe- 
mence which  the  action  called  for,  to  the 
ereat  offence  of  Mr.  Fox’s  friends  : but,  that 
Mr.  Fox  himfelf  had  behaved  with  great 
candour  and  politenefs.” 

In  a private  letter  to  major  Cartwright, 
written  about  this  time.  Dr.  Jebb,  has  very 
minutely  defcribed  the  leading  features  of 
his  own  condudl.  It  is  not  my  nature, 
fays  he,  to  give  way  to  expediency  at  the 
expenfe  of  right.  Moderation,  when  real, 
I honour;  but  timidity,  or  craft,  under  that 
appearance,  I detefl.” 

During  the  fummer  feafon  in  this  year 
he  had  various  flud:uatlons  in  his  health 
and  fpirits.  His  friendly  affedlions  for  fome 
who  were  unworthy  of  them,  were  often- 
times the  caufe  of  much  uneafinefs.  But 
while  he  “ cordially  rejoiced  in  the  pradlice 
of  his  profeflion,”  he  found  himfelf  unable 
to  purfue  his  old  habits  of  fludy.  In  Au- 
guft  he  went  to  Brighthelmflone,  for  the 
lake  of  retirement,  and  change  of  air,  both 
of  which  were  thought  necelfary  for  the 
recovery  of  his  health. 


The 
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The  volunteers  of  Ireland  applied  by  let- 
ter, in  the  year  1783,  to  the  earl  of  Effing- 
ham, Dr.  Price,  major  Cartwright,  Dr. 
Jebb,  and  Mr.  Wyvill,  for  their  fentiments 
on  the  propofed  reform  in  the  parliament  of 
that  kingdom.  The  correfpondence  which 
enfued  appeared  in  the  public  prints,  and, 
for  the  moft  part,  was  afterwards  reprinted 
in  one  trad:.*  Mr.  Wyvill’s  letters  were 
likewife  publiffied  together  by  himfelf,  f as 
were  alfo  thofe  of  Dr.  Jebb.  J It  is  no 
more  than  juftice  to  fay,  that  the  noble 
lord,  and  the  reft  of  the  gentlemen  to  whom 
the  volunteers  applied,  fhewed  themfelves 
counfellors  very  competent  to  refolve  their 
queftions,  and  give  them  all  the  information 

, they 

* See  A colle£lion  of  the  letters  which  have  been 
addreffed  to  the  volunteers  of  Ireland,  on  the  fubjed  of 
a parliamentary  reform  by  the  earl  of  Effingham,  &c, 
8 VO.  1783,  printed  for  J.  Stockdale. 

f See  “ Letters  addreffed  to  the  committee  of  Bel- 
faft  on  the  propofed  reformation  of  the  parliament  of 
Ireland,  by  the  rev.  Chriftopher  Wyvill.  To  which  is 
prefixed,  the  firft  letter  from  that  committee,  which  oc- 
cafioned  this  correfpondence:  alfo  Mr.  Wyvill’s  ad- 
drefs  to  the  freeholders  of  Yorkfhire.”  Printed  at  Yorkj 
for  J.  Stockdale,  London,  4to.  1783. 

X See  vol.  ii.  p.  517—553. 
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they  fought  upon  the  important  fubje£t  of 
their  inquiry.  It  was  faid  that  there  were 
perfons,  high  in  public  office  at  that  time, 
who  were  difpofed  to  confider  fome  of  the 
letters  of  thefe  gentlemen  as  obnoxious  to 
the  cenfure  of  the  law.  But,  it  feems,  the 
better  principles  andbetter  judgment  of  fome 
of  their  affociates  prevailed  againftthedefign 
of  adopting  fome  violent  meafures.  And 
men,  who  were  devoted  to  the  public  caule, 
were  not  to  be  intimidated  by  menace;  while 
they  juftly  conceived  that  they  were  ferving 
the  caufe  of  conftitutional  liberty  in  its 
llrongeft  hold,  and  had  written  no  matter  in 
their  correfpondence  that  was  legally  repre- 
henhble. 

t 

In  the  autumn  ofthis  year,  1783,  Dr.  Jebb 
removed  from  Craven-flreet  to  a houfe  in 
Parliament-ftreet.  There  was  a difpolition 
among  fome  of  his  brethren  to  eledl  him  a 
fellow  of  the  college  of  phyiicians,  but  this 
defign  was  over- ruled  by  the  apparent  con- 
trary inclination  of  the  majority  of  that 
learned  body.  However,  on  his  return  from 

Brighthelm- 
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Brighthelmftone  his  bufinefs  awaited  him, 
and  improved. 

The  american  war  he  had  deeply  repro- 
bated as  founded  in  oppreffion  and  injuftice  : 
the  conclufion  of  it,  in  the  event,  met  his 
ideas  in  the  advancement  of  general  liberty 
and  he  rejoiced  in  it  accordingly.  In  a let- 
ter to  a friend  at  Paris  in  September  1783, 
he  writes  i ‘‘  I rejoice  that  you  faw  that 
truly  great  man  Dr.  Franklin.  I beg  you 
will  make  my  acknowledgments  to  him  for 
his  kind  inquires  after  my  health,  and  aiTure 
him  that  for  the  fake  of  America,  for  the  fake 
of  England,  and  for  the  fake  of  the  fpecies, 
I do  mo  ft  heartily  rejoice,  and  cordially 
congratulate  him  on  the  final  clofe  of  the 
american  war.  A contefl  which,  for  feven 
years,  agitated  my  mind  with  feelings  not 
to  be  defcribed;  but  in  the  whole  courfe  of 
which,  I had  but  one  wifh,  viz.  that  vic- 
tory and  honour  might  reft  on  that  caufe, 
which,  in  an  efpecial  manner,  was  the  caufe 
of  juftice  and  of  freedom.  Thank  heaven  ! 
it  has  profpered  beyond  my  expedations. 
I hope  the  fair  example  will  do  fervice  to 
remoteft  ages } and  the  ads  of  freemen  on 

the 
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the  other  fide  of  the  atlantic,  infpire  our 
countrymen  on  this  with  a fimilar  fpirit,  in 
cafe  they  ihould  be  injured  in  the  fame 
manner.” 

In  one  obfervation  which  I found  writ- 
ten down  in  his  private  book,  he  has  jufiily 
afcribed  the  general  defedion  in  every  vir- 
tue, to  the  want  of  religion,  or  an  inatten- 
tion to  its  principles.  “ I am  more  and 
more,”  fays  he,  perfuaded  that  the  evils 
of  government  and  the  want  of  felicity  in 
the  governed,  as  well  as  deficiency  in  true 
patriotifm,  arife  from  the  want  of  a moral 
and  religious  principle,  which  the  religion 
of  the  gofpel,  unvailed. in  its  native- excel- 
lence can  alone  afford.  Let  this  animate  to 

f 

pufh  on  the  combined  caufes  of  a diffufion 
and  right  arrangement  of  political  power, 
and  of  philological  knowledge  of  the  fcrip- 
tures.” 

In  refped  to  the  purfuit  of  fcriptural 
knowledge,  in  which  he  was  fingularly  hap- 
py and  able,  he  was  convinced  of  his  duty 
to  attend  to  it,  as  appears  from  a former  ex- 
trad  from  his  private  book,^  and  was  again 

reminded 
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reminded  of  it  by  the  mention  made  of  his 
rare  talents  in  this  branch  of  learning,  by 
Mr.  Lindfey.^ 

It  was  with  a view  to  the  furtherance  of 
this  objedl,  that  he  was  one  arnong  the  few 
perfons  who  firft  fet  on  foot  “ The  fociety 
for  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  fcrip- 
tures,’^  which  was  inftituted  on  the  29th 
of  September,  1783,  and  whofe  meetings 
continue  to  be  held  at  Eflex-houfe.  The 
“ Sketch  of  their  plan”  was  chiefly  written 
by  Dr.  Jebb ; and  though  his  following 
ill  health  and  many  avocations  prevented 
him  from  furnilhing  any  fubfequent  papers, 
much  praife  is  due  to  him  for  marking  out 
the  only  fure  and  legitimate  way  of  afcer- 
taining  the  true  fenfe  of  the  facred  book, 

although 

* The  paffage  alluded  to  is  the  following,  “ I hold 
it,  however,  to  have  been  a great  lofs  to  the  chriftlan 
■world,  that  any  thing  ftiould  have  forced  him  away  from 
the  immediate  purfuit  of  facred  knowledge  and  ftudy  of 
the  fcripture,  and  from  communicating  that  knowledge 
to  others;  for  which  he  is  fo  admirably  furnifhed  and 
fitted.”  See  Lindfey’s  Hift.  view,  p.  483. 

t See  vol.  ii.  p.  237 — 253.  And  it  is  alfo  prefixed  to 
the  firft  vol.  of  “■  Commentaries  and  efl'ays  publifhed  by 
the  fociety  for  promoting  the  knowledge  of  the  fcrip- 
tures.”  Sold  by  J.  Johnfon,  8vo.  1786. 
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although  it  may  only  belong  to  men  like 
himfelf  fuccefsfully  to  walk  in  the  path  that 
he  hath  pointed  out  to  them. 

After  the  coalition  between  Mr.  Fox, 
and  lord  North,  and  many  of  their  refpec- 
tive  adherents.  Dr.  Jebb  loft  all  confidence 
in  public  men.  His  opinion  will  be  beft 
defcribed  by  his  conducft,  and  in  his  own 
words,  in  the  form  of  refolutions  moved 
and  pafted  at  a meeting  in  Weftminfter-hall 
on  faturday,  Feb.  14,  1784.  The  refolu- 
tions referred  to,  were  as  follows,  firft,  “ that 
the  coalition  formed  between  the  right  hon. 
C.  J.  Fox,  and  the  right  hon.  Frederic 
lord  North,  was  injurious  to  the  caufe  of 
freedom,  and  of  public  virtue;  and  that  the 
conducft  of  the  confequent  adminiftration 
was  highly  detrimental  to  the  interefts  of 
Great-Britain  and  Ireland.’'  Secondly,  ‘‘  that 
it  is  eftential  to  the  caufe  of  public  freedom, 
that  all  ranks  and  orders  of  men  fhould 
unite  and  aftbciate  in  favour  of  a fubftantial 
reform  in  the  reprefcntation  of  the  com- 
mons, and  that  this,  or  any  adminiftration, 
will  deferve  the  fupport  and  confidence  of 

the 
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the  country,  in  proportion  to  the  zeal  with 
which  they  fliall  bring  forward,  and  endea- 
vour to  carry  into  effedl  that  falutary  pur- 
pofe.”  Thirdly,  ‘‘  that  the  parliamentary 
condud  of  hr  Cecil  Wray,  hart,  had  ever 
been  honourable  to  himfelf,  as  well  as  be- 
neficial to  his  country  j that  he  was  entitled 
to  the  warmefi;  gratitude  of  his  conftituents, 
and  in  the  highefi:  degree  deferving  of  their 
future  confidence  and  fupport.” 

In  explanation  of  thefe  refolutions,  and 
before  the  moving  of  them,  he  obferved  ta 
the  eledors  of  Weilniinfter  that  fuch  de- 
fedions  from  principle  had  ever  an  imme- 
diate tendency  to  lefibn  the  confidence  of 
the  public  in  men,  who  hereafter  fiiould  be 
difpofed  to  ferve  them  with  fidelity  and  zeal ; 
that  the  objed  of  that  hateful  union  was 
power,  not  the  good  of  the  country ; that 
the  intercourfe  with  America,  had  been  in- 
cumbered  with  odious  and  unnecefiTary  re^ 
ftridions  j the  juft  claims  of  the  irifh  nation 
to  a fair  reprefentation  in  parliament  was 
thwarted  by  the  combined  influence  of  both 
fadions ; and  that  a bill  had  been  intro- 
duced refpeding  the  Eaft-Jndjes,  fubverfive 

of 
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of  the  confHtution,  and  edablifhing  regu- 
lations and  a form  of  government,  in  its 
confequences  more  oppreffivc  to  the  natives 
than  the  unjuft  and  unwarrantable  domi- 
nation it  propofed  to  remedy ; and,  at  the 
fame  time,  creative  of  an  influence  at  home, 
which  would  unavoidably  lead  to  abufes  of 
the  moft  enormous  kind.  He  declared  it  to 
be  his  opinion,  that  the  parliamentary  con- 
dudt  of  fir  Cecil  Wray  had  been  truly  ex- 
emplary, and  trufted  that  the  future  confi- 
dence of  his  conftituents  would  evince  their 
gratitude  and  affedion.  In  the  next  place, 
he  adverted  to  the  St.  Alban’s  meeting  for 
forming  a miniftry  on  the  broad  bafis  of  an 
union  of  parties,  the  principle  of  which  he 
reprobated  in  the  fevereft  language ; that 
the  union  they  recommended  would  be  de- 
ftrudive  of  the  fmall  portion  of  liberty  which 
yet  remained  to  us } that  its  objed  was  to 
impofe  a miniftry  upon  the  nation,  by  a 
combination  of  men,  who,  looking  to  that 
parliamentary  intereft  which  appointed  them, 
would  ad  in  defiance  of  the  nation,  and  fub- 
jed  the  country  to  an  houfe  of  commons, 
which,  fo  far  from  being  a real  reprefenta- 
MEM.  O tion 
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tion  of  the  people,  was  a combination  of 
fadions,  over  which  the  people  could  have 
no  control.” 

From  hence  Dr.  Jebb  took  occafion  to 
point  out  “ the  neceffity  of  a fubflantial  and 
radical  reform  in  the  reprefen tation,  and  in- 
lided  upon  the  propriety  of  bringing  for- 
ward that  meafure  at  the  prefent  cribs  j that 
Ireland  was  determined  to  accomplifh  her 
purpofe ; Scotland  had  manifeded  a fimilar 
difpolition  ; and  that  it  behoved  every  eng- 
lilhman,  as  he  valued  his  liberty,  the  glory 
of  his  country,  long  tarnifhed  by  the  influ- 
ence of  evil  counfels,  and  the  good  of  pofte- 
rity,  to  be  urgent  in  his  endeavours  to  effed 
fo  defirable  a meafure ; a meafure,  which 
could  alone  reftore  vigour  and  unanimity  to 
the  public  counfels,  and  virtue  to  the  great 
body  of  the  nation.  He  conjured  his  coun- 
trymen never,  to  abandon  rights  fo  facred ; 
that  liberty  had  long  been  the  charaderiftic 
boaftof  engliflmien;  and  that  liberty,  public 
virtue,  national  honour,  commerce,  and  in- 
ternal profperity,  would  revive  and  begin  to 
flourifh  at  that  aufpicious  hour  when  a re- 
form in  the  reprefentation  was  eftabliflied 

by 
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by  the  concurrent  exertions  of  the  friends 
of  freedom.” 

At  the  commencement  of  the  memorable 
conteft  for  the  city  of  Weftminfter,  on  the 
hr/1:  of  April,  1784,  Dr.  Jebb  appeared  on 
the  huftings,  and  nominated  hr  Cecil  Wray, 
as  a proper  perfon  to  reprefent  his  fellow- 
citizens  in  parliament.  Unconnedled  with 
every  party,  as  fuch,  he  voted  neither  for 
the  new  candidate,  recommended  by  the 
newly- appointed  miniftry;  nor  for  Mr.  Fox, 
whofe  coalition  with  lord  North,  he  ever 
conlidered  as  an  unpardonable  defedion  from 
principle,  in  the  man  whom,  on  all  other 
accounts,  he  greatly  honoured  and  admired. 

He  obferved  to  that  very  great  concourfe 
of  people  afiembled  together  on  this  occa- 
fion,  that,  “ before  he  fpoke  to  the  cha- 
rader  and  parliamentary  merits  of  the  gen- 
tleman, whom  it  was  his  purpofe  to  recom- 
mend to  their  fuffrages,  he  would  premife  a 
few  words  refpeding  a fubjed  intirely  un- 
conneded  with  party,  and  which  more  im- 
mediately concerned  themfelves. 
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You  are  now,”  faid  he,  ‘‘  met  to  ex- 
ercife  the  mofl  important  franchife  you  pof- 
fefs ; to  delegate  the  moft  important  trufl: 
which  can  be  conferred  on  man,  the  power  of 
making  laws,  which  may  pofhbly  tend  to 
your  peace  and  welfare,  but  mayalfo  be  the 
occafion,  to  yourfelves  and  poflerity,  of  dif- 
trefs,  of  flavery,  and  final  ruin.  By  the 
prefent  unconftitutional  practice,  you  are 
called  upon  to  delegate  this  trufl  for  feven 
years.  It  is,  therefore,  your  duty,  until  the 
ancient  falutary  cuflom  of  annual  parlia- 
ments fliall,  by  the  exertions  of  the  people, 
be  reflored,  to  guard,  with  fpecial  care,  a 
delegation  of  a nature  fo  Important ; and  to 
ufe  every  precaution  which  can  fecure  you 
againfl  the  confequences  of  its  abufe : and 
it  is  more  particularly  incumbent  upon  you 
at  this  particular  crifis,  v/hen  the  attention 
of  the  people  is  fo  flrongly  called  to  that 
parliamentary  reform,  which  can  alone  pre- 
ferve  this  country  from  deflrudlion.  The 
city  of  London  has  fet  a noble  example, 
worthy  of  imitation  by  the  whole  kingdom. 
The  principle  is  liberal,  conflitutional,  and 
juft.  It  is  my  purpofe,  therefore,  to  call  upon 

your 


( 197  ) 

your  candidates  to  exprefs  their  aflent  to  the 
following  declaration  ; ‘ I do  declare,  upon 

my  honour,  that  upon  a fair  fignification  of 
the  willies  of  a majority  of  my  conftituents, 
I will  either  adl  in  conformity  to  their  in- 
ilrudlions,  or  embrace  the  lirft  opportunity 
of  vacating  my  feat.’  Dr.  Jebb  then  pro- 
ceeded to  exprefs  his  abhorrence  of  that 
coalition,  which  had  elfeded  fo  much  evil 
to  the  country ; and  pointed  out,  by  variety 
of  arguments,  the  neceffity  of  marking  it 
with  peculiar  cenfure.  He  declared,  that 
‘‘  if  after  fuch  defection,  men  found  they 
could  regain  the  fupport  and  good  opinion 
of  the  people,  others  would  be  encouraged 
to  trifle  with  the  moll:  folid  engagements, 
and,  at  flrfl:,  delude  with  falfe  Ihews  of  pa- 
triotifm,  and  afterwards,  at  their  pleafure, 
infult  the  honed  feelings  of  their  country- 
men.” He  then  entered  fully  into  the  cha- 
radler  and  condudl  of  fir  Cecil  Wray,  whom 
he  warmly  “ recommended  to  the  citizens 
of  Weftminfter,  as  a truly  honed  man:  he 
infided,  that  his  parliamentary  conduct  had 
always  been  deady  and  confiflent  that  he 
had  ever  been  feduloufly  attentive  to  his 
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duty ; that  he  was,  from  principle,  the 
friend  of  a parliamentary  reform ; and  that, 
as  he  aded  from  principles  of  the  pureft 
kind,  he  truded  he  would  ever  ferve  them 
with  fidelity  and  zeal.” 

Sir  Cecil  Wray  exprefihd  his  readinefs  to 
confent  to  the  propofed  declaration  : but 
the  further  proceedings,  and  event  of  this 
eledion,  are  foreign  to  our  prefent  purpofe; 
nor  were  they  otherwife  attended  to  by  Dr. 
Jebb,  than  as  his  mind  could  not  be  wholly 
difengaged  from  a fcene  that  was,  from 
many  fingular  circumftances,  peculiarly  in- 
terefting. 

Notwithfianding,  however,  the  drong 
language  in  which  Dr.  Jebb  expreifed  his 
fentiments  on  this  occafion,  and  at  the  meet- 
ing on  the  14th  of  the  preceding  February, 
he  had  a great  and  affedionate  regard  for  Mr. 
Fox,  and  deeply  deplored  his  connedionand 
league  with  men,  whofe  principles  and 
meafures  he  had  fo  long  oppofed,  and  whom 
he  had,  at  length,  driven  from  the  admi- 
nifiration  of  government.  * Of  Mr.  Pitt 

he 

* Of  Mr.  Fox,  he  obferves,  in  a private  letter  fent 
to  a friend,  “ let  any  man  perufe  his  celebrated  fpeech 

on 
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he  was  alfo  difpofed  to  think  well,  until 
fome  meafures  induced  him  to  fufpend  that 
favourable  opinion  of  him,  which  his  for- 
mer introdudtion  of  the  queftion  of  a parlia- 
mentary reform,  had  led  him  to  entertain. 
His  own  mind  is  accurately  exprefled  in  a 
private  letter  to  a friend,  written  about  fix 
months  after  the  difmifiion  of  the  coali- 
tionifts : “ As  to  adminiftration,”  fays  he, 
“ I find  myfelf  receding  very  fail  from  Mr. 
Pitt,  without  approaching  to  Mr.  Fox.  I 

O 4 have 

on  the  marriage-a£t,  and  he  muft  admire  his  fenfible 
feeling  heart.  I really  do,  in  my  confcience,  believe, 
that  he  poflefles  the  ability  and  the  will  to  reform  the 
penal  code.  I mean  that  ability  which  would  capaci- 
tate him  to  prefide  at  fuch  a committee  of  lawyers,  &c. 
as  might  be  appointed  to  draw  up  a new  penal  code; 
1 know  his  virtues,  and  I know  his  faults.  I know  the 
influence  his  party  has  upon  him.  I fee  how  his  con- 
duct has  ruined  public  confidence,  and,  I truft,  I re- 
fented  it  as  a citizen  ought  to  do : but  I deplore  his 
lofs.  I do  verily  believe,  that  in  every  point  he  thinks 
with  us  about  thefe  matters ; but  his  intimacies,  his 
connections,  bind  him  down  to  other  counfels,  and  the 
habits  of  his  life  have  gotten  too  much  hold  of  him, 
and  ambition  is  his  ruling  paffion.  Such  is  the  misfor- 
tune of  our  times,  that,  through  one  caufe  or  another, 
we  have  no  great  man  that  will  Iteadily  ferve  his 
country.” 
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have  no  hope  from  fadtions.  Our  buhnefs 
is  with  the  people,  and  the  people’s  buhnefs 
is  to  do  their  own  bufmefs.  No  prefent  or 
future  idol  will  do  it  for  them.”  But  it 
fliould  be  obferved,  and  I am  able,  of  my 
own  knowledge  to  do  him  juftice  in  this 
refpedl,  that  while  Dr.  Jebb  exprefled  him- 
felf  in  language  correfpondent  to  his  feel- 
ings on  what  he  conhdered  as  Mr.  Fox’s 
defedtion  from  the  caufe  of  virtue,  of  free- 
dom, and  of  the  people,  and  on  Mr.  Pitt’s 
compliance  with  the  pleafure  of  others,  he 
never  failed  to  exprefs  his  high  opinion  of, 
and  refpedl  for,  the  abilities  of  both  ; and 
his  ardent  wifli  that  they  might,  in  the  end, 
defer ve  well  of  their  country,  and  obtain  the 
reward  of  genuine  virtue  and  patriotifm,  the 
bleffings  of  their  contemporaries  and  of  pof- 
terity. 

In  the  fpring  of  the  year  1784,  Dr.  Jebb 
was  again  confined  to  his  houfe  feveral 
weeks,  by  an  inflammatory  complaint,  which 
formed  an  abfcefs  in  his  groin.  In  the  fum- 
mer  he  went  to  Buxton,  but  returned  with- 
out any  fenfible  benefit. 
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In  a letter  to  another  gentleman,  dated 
the  23d  of  June,  1784,  he  fays,  ‘‘  Every 
thing  flioiild  be  now  done,  which  can  con- 
tribute to  fpread  the  facred  flame  of  freedom 
through  the  country.  The  profpedl,  at  pre- 
fen t,  is  mofl;  pleafi ng,  I do  not  fay,  of  im- 
mediate fuccefs,  for  that  is  fcarcely  to  be 
hoped  for;  but  I rejoice  to  fee  that  preju- 
dices are  every  where  rapidly  giving  way, 
and  that  there  is  reafonable  ground  to  hope, 
perhaps,  at  no  very  diftant  period,  for  that 
full  concurrence  of  the  colledtive  body, 
which,  under  heaven,  can  alone  efledl  fuc- 
cefs, and  render  the  meafure  permanently 
ufeful  to  ourfelves,  and  our  pofterity. 

**  The  debate  in  the  houfe  was  well  fup- 
ported  on  both  fides.*  Lord  North  brought 
forward  the  whole  ftrength  of  the  argument 
of  the  opponent  party,  and  Mr.  Pitt  ably 
anfwered  his  objedlions ; and,  moreover, 

pledged 

* On  the  motion  made,  June  16,  1784,  by  alderman 
Sawbridge,  and  feconded  by  Mr.  alderman  Newnham, 
“ that  a committee  be  appointed  to  inquire  into  the 
prefent  ftate  of  the  reprefentation  of  the  commons  of 
Great  Britain  in  parliament.”  Which  was  rejected 
by  a majority  of  74.  See  New  annual  rcgiftcr  for  1784, 
p.  122. 
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/pledged  himfelf  never  to  defert  this  caufe ; 
which  lad:  circumftance  I am  glad  of,  chiefly 
on  his  own  account,  as  I wifli  him  to  efta- 
blifli  a character  for  conflflency  and  honour. 
But  I trufl  that  fuccefs  in  our  meafure  does 
not  depend  upon  the  precarious  virtue  of 
minifliers,  parliaments,  or  kings ; but,  upon 
that  general  approbation,  with  which  a 
meafure  that  aims  at  the  abolition  of  fad:ion, 
and  the  promotion  of  peace  and  good  order, 
will  fooner  or  later  be  received  by  a gene- 
rous, fpirited,  and  enlightened  people.” 
With  refpedl  to  Dr.  Jebb’s  faith  in  mini- 
flers,  he  confidered  their  attachment  to  a 
parliamentary  reform,  as  the  only  tefl:  of 
their  friendly  difpofition  towards  the  liber- 
ties of  the  people.  Fie  greatly  lamented, 
that  when  the  rage  for  addrefling  the  king, 
on  the  diflblution  of  the  parliament,  in  1783, 
prevailed,  fome  perfons  had  obflrudted  the 
admiflTion  of  his  favourite  caufe,  along  with 
their  congratulations,  which  the  circum- 
ftances  of  that  feafon  afforded  fo  favourable 
an  opportunity  to  mention  with  confiderable 
advantage.  Obferving,  in  a letter  to  a friend, 
dated  Augufl  the  i6th,  1784,  “ that  they 

who 
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who  do  not  make  our  caufe  the  firfl  poli- 
tical objedl,  are  not  worthy  of  being  reported 
its  friends.” 

The  effed  of  a reform  in  the  reprefen ta- 
tion,  he  juftly  conceived,  would  appear  in 
every  political  meafure,  by  affording  the  ut- 
moft  perfedlion  of  political  wifdom,  inte- 
grity, and  confidence.  Its  influence  upon 
an  union  with  Ireland,  he  obferved,  in  a 
letter  to  Mr.  Joy,  of  Belfafl,  dated  Novem- 
ber the  28th,  1784.  ‘‘  With  refpedf  to 

your  connexion  with  this  country,”  fays  he, 
no  man  is  more  fatisfied  of  the  neceflity 
of  a federal  union  than  myfelf,  but  I have 
long  imagined  that  every  attempt  to  fettle 
fuch  conne(5lion,  upon  an  equitable  perma- 
nent bafis,  will  be  impradicable,  until  par- 
liaments are  elected,  which  fhall  fairly  re- 
prefen t the  real  interefts  of  each  country, 
which  fhall  promote  the  fubfiantial  interefl 
of  both,  and,  at  the  fame  time,  prevent  the 
poffibility  of  future  difcord.” 

Dr.  Jebb  had  every  attention  paid  to  him 
from  the  friends  of  the  common  caufe  He  ^ 
had  been  the  delegate  from  the  committee 
of  Huntingdonfhire,  the  confidential  friend 

of 
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of  a refpedtable  committee  of  correfpondencc 
appointed  by  the  delegates  of  forty-five  vo- 
lunteer corps  in  Ireland  j and  was  afterwards 
eleded  a member  of  the  committee  of  the 
county  of  Caernarvon.  Upon  this  laft  oc- 
cafion,  I am  favoured  with  his  letter  to  Mr. 
Griffith,  w'hich,  as  it  is  not  confined  to  the 
fingle  acknowledgment  of  the  compliment 
intended  by  his  eledion  into  that  body,  but 
enters  into  the  principles  and  objed  of  his 
condud,  deferves  particular  notice. 

“ DEAR  SIR, 

**  I HAVE  to  requefi:  that  you  will  com- 
municate to  the  committee  of  the  county  of 
Caernarvon,  my  bell:  acknowledgments  for 
the  honour  they  have  conferred  upon  me  by 
eleding  me  into  their  fociety. 

“ I recoiled,  with  fatisfadion,  that  the 
county  of  Caernarvon,  at  an  early  period, 
aflerted  the  neceffity  of  reforming  the  repre- 
fentation  of  this  country  ; that  its  freeholders 
have  perfevered,  with  unabated  energy,  in 
the  purfuit  of  that  great  objed ; and  that, 
upon  a late  occafion,  they  afforded  a noble 
example  of  confiflency  and  fpirit,  by  declar- 
ing 
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ing  their  fentiments  upon  this  fubjed,  at 
the  foot  of  the  throne. 

My  feelings  with  refpedf  to  this  great 
meafure,  rendered  every  hour  more  necef- 
fary,  are,  I truft,  in  unifon  v/ith  thofe  of  the 
gentlemen  I have  now  the  honour,  through 
your  means,  to  addrefs.  It  flaall  ever  be  my 
pleafure,  and  my  pride,  to  convince  them, 
that  I regard  their  approbation  as  an  addi- 
tional incentive  to  the  perfeverance  in  that 
line  of  condudl  which  has  recommended  me 
to  their  favour. 

“ The  evils  which  afflidl  all  ranks  and 
orders  in  this  country,  and  now  threaten  to 
overwhelm  it,  are  of  fuch  a nature,  that 
nothing  under  providence,  but  the  united 
ifrength  and  concentrated  wifdom  of  its  beft 
and  ableft  men  can  refcue  it  from  deftruc- 
tion. 

“ In  a free  and  conftltutional  parliament 
alone  it  is  reafonable  to  expedl  that  wifdom. 
It  hath  not  hitherto  been  found  either  in 
miniders  or  kings.  And  the  drength  which 
reds  upon  any  other  bads  will  appear  to  be 
weaknefs  in  the  day  of  trial. 


ft 


Recent 


( 2o6  ) 

**  Recent  events  fhew  the  neceflity  of  an 
exertion  of  the  inquifitorial  power  of  the 
people;  that  power,  which,  by  their  real 
reprefentatives,  they  have  always  exercifed 
in  times  of  difficulty  and  danger  with  effedt. 

“ The  dodlrine  lately  advanced  by  high 
judicial  authority,  refpedting  the  trial  by 
jury,  and  law  of  libels,  is  juftly  alarming. 

“ The  freedom  of  the  prefs  hath  been  in- 
vaded,* and  the  right  of  the  people  to  af- 
femble  for  the  purpofe  of  confidering  their 
grievances,  and  of  deliberating  upon  the 

mode 

. * Our  author  once  obferved,  when  fpeaking  of  the 

bill  which  paffed  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  reftrain 
the  liberty  of  the  prefs, — “ If  there  really  exifts  that 
bad  fpirit  in  the  country,  which  is  held  forth  by  the 
partizans  of  the  bill,  is  it  probable  that  fuch  fpirit  will 
be  fubdued  or  foftented  by  the  propofed  reftraint  ? I have 
always  conceived  that  the  freedom  of  the  prefs  affords 
the  grand  fecurity  againft  that  deteftable  practice  of  af- 
faffination,  which  fo  much  difgraces  thofe  countries 
where  this  bleffing  is  unknown.  A man  conceives  re- 
fentment ; the  prefs  affords  an  opportunity  of  venting 
his  paffion  ; the  prefent  feeling  is  gratified  ; the  refent- 
ment  is  no  more.  But,  if  he  is  reftrained  from  the  op- 
portunity of  pouring  forth  his  plaint  into  the  breads  of 
his  fellow-citizens,  the  palEon  conceives  frefli  fury 
from  confinement,  and  dark  refentment  affefls  its  pur- 
pofe by  a more  fatal  and  furer  procefs.” 
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mode  of  peaceably  redreffing  them,  has  been 
queflioned  in  a neighbouring  kingdom. 

‘‘  If  the  liberties  of  Ireland  be  extin- 
guhlied,  the  boafted  liberties  of  England 
may  not  long  furvive. 

In  thefe  circumftances,  I am  free  to 
declare  my  opinion  of  the  neceffity  of  a ge- 
neral aflbciatlon  for  reftoring  the  confti- 
tution. 

“ But  to  you  it  is  unnecelTary  to  expa- 
tiate. Permit  me  once  more  to  exprefs  my 
fenfe  of  obligation  to  the  refpedable  com- 
mittee and  yourfelf,  and  to  affure  you  of 
the  efteem  with  which  I am 

Your  fincere  friend  and  obedient  fervant, 

John  Jebb. 

Parliament-Ereet, 

Nov.  19,  1784. 

While  the  politics  of  Ireland  more  par- 
ticularly engaged  the  attention  of  this  coun- 
try, as  exhibited  in  the  refolutions  of  their 
volunteer  corps  and  general  meetings  of  de- 
legates, as  alfo  in  the  miniflerial  operations 
of  a contrary  tendency,  it  was  natural  to 
fuppofe  the  meafures  purfued  in  that  king- 
dom. 
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dom,  would  be  adopted  in  this.  Dr.  Jebb 
ufed  to  obferve  on  that  occafion,  that  as 
men  looked  fometimes  to  the  weft  for  evi- 
N deuce  of  the  fun  having  rifen,  viz.  when 
high  hills  in  that  quarter  catch  the  firft  rays 
of  light,  fo  he  looked  to  Ireland  for  the 
minifter’s  purpofes.  He  had  obferved  fo 
many  and  repeated  defedtions  in  public  cha- 
raders,  that  he  placed  no  further  confidence 
in  any  thing,  but  deeds.  He  generally 
fufpeded  the  favourable  iffue  of  general 
propofals,  and  was  careful  to  mark,  very 
exadly,  every  weighed  exprelTion  in  which 
fuch  propofals  were  made.  This  he  did, 
with  every  allowance  that  candour  could 
fuggeft,  but  not  without  the  moft  pungent 
concern  at  obferving  how  frequently  the  in- 
tegrity and  independence  of  the  man,  were 
loft  in  the  official  charadter;  he  fuftered 
under  the  very  mortifying  refledtion  that 
the  very  appointment  which  gave  fcope  to 
the  effedting  the  moft  fignal  fervlces  to  our 
country,  and  of  raifing  the  moft  honourable 
fame  to  its  minifters,  was  very  generally 
made  the  medium  through  which  they 
ftruck  at  the  vitals  of  liberty,  and  fealed 

their 
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their  own  fharhe  j oftentimes'  leaving  them* 
felves  no  other  than  the  thin,  fpare  covering 
of  that  mantle,  which  ihelters  them  in  the 
hofpital  for  incurables.” 

Thefe  obfervations  will  be  juflified  by  an 
extra(ft  from  a letter  to  a friend,  when  Mri 
Pitt’s  engagement  to  Mr.  Wyvill  gave  the 
public  fome  hope  of  a reform  in  the  repre- 
fentation.*  I am  informed,”  fays  hCj, 
by  Mr.  Wyvill,  that,  upon  the  reiterated 
alTurance's  of  the  zeal  of  Mr.  Pitt  for  a par- 
liamentary reform,  he  has  written  into 
Yorkihire  to  found  the  friends  there  re- 
fpefting  a meeting.  I have  the  greateil 
opinion  of  Mr.  Wyvill’s  integrity  and  zeah 
but  as  I am  not  fo  clear,  with  relped:  to 

the 

* The  engagement  referred  lb  was  expreited  in  the 
following  terms:  “ Mr.  Wyvill  has  been  authorifed 
by  Mr.  Pitt  to  aflert,  that  he  will  bring  on  the  queftion 
of  parliamentary  reformation  as  early  in  the  nextfeflion 
as  poflible  ; that  he  will  fuppbrt  his  propofitions  to  the 
utmoft  of  his  ftrength,  ahd  exert  his  whole  power  and 
credit,  as  a man  and  as  a miniftetj  honeftly  and  boldly 
to  carry  fuch  a meliorated  fyftem  of  reprefentationj  as 
may  place  the  conftitution  on  a footing  of  permanent 
fecurity-.” 

MEM-s  P 
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the  extent  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  idea,  and  am  far 
from  being  clear  that  the  repeal  of  the  fep- 
tennial  bill  is  to  form  a part  of  his  plan, 
(without  which  we  obtain  nothing)  I am 
far  from  being  fanguine  with  refpedl  to  the 
event.  I could  not,  however,  avoid  giving 
fo  true  a friend  to  the  caufe  as  you  are  this 
information  j advif  ng  nothing  but  to  look 
out,  and  to  keep  a good  watch,  and  to  be 
upon  your  guard  not  to  adopt  haflily  any 
plan  of  reform,  in  which  the  aforefaid  re- 
peal is  not  contained.  For  what  avails  it, 
if  members  are  ever  fo  well  returned,  if 
they  fit  forfeven  years  ? The  majority  could 
never  fland  the  powers  of  corruption,  that 
would  be  exercifed  upon  them.  On  the 
other  hand,  I fee  that  a repeal  of  the  fepten- 
nial  aft,  without  fome  reform  in  the  repre- 
fentation,  either  concomitant  or  fubfequent, 
fo  as  to  take  place  before  the  next  general 
election,  would  be  but  of  little  avail.*  For 

thefe 

* “ It  would  be  right,*’  fays  he,  on  another  occafion, 
“ to  fay  of  annual  elections,  not  that  the  people  have  a 
right  to  them,  for  they  have  a right  to  any  thing  j but 
that  annual  eleftions  are  the  bcft  means  of  having  the 


voice 
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tiiefe  realbns,  let  us  be  careful  that  botk 
points  are  demanded.”  And  he  afterwards 
obferves  to  the  fame  friend  : The  men 

who  really  mean  to  ferve  uSj  will  receive 
their  due  fliare  of  honour,  when  the  deed  is 
done ; before  that  moment,  praife  and  con- 
fdence  will  be,  in  my  humble  judgment^ 
both  mifplaced.” 

So  again,  in  writing  to  another  friend,  on 
the  fame  occafion,  he  fays,  “ it  is  a good 
thing  when  minifters  of  date  thus  come  for- 
W'-ardyj  but  it  will  behove  the  people  and 
the  people’s  friends  to  fpeak  explicitly,  and 
not,  on  any  account,  to  manifefl  a predi- 
ledlion  in  favour  of  party.  The  caufe  being 

infinitely  too  important  to  be  abufed  to  party 
purpoles.  Having  no  communication  my- 
felf  with  minifters  of  ftate,  nor,  indeed,  de- 
liring  any,  'having,  I think,  reafon  to  fear 
their  intentions  when  I look  to  what  has 
been  done  and  is  doing  in  Ireland;” 

P 2 The 

voice  of  the  people  heard,  and  of  cohtroling  the  reprc- 
fentative,  and  of  having  the  greateft  number  poflible  of 
Voters,  come  of  age  to  vote,  and,  therefore,  are  the  right 
of  the  people.  Seilional  parliaments  rhay  be  objedfed 
to,  as  the  feflion  might  be  prolonged  to  fevea  years.’’ 
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The  dilcuflion  of  the  rights  of  juries,  in 
the  caie  of  the  dean  of  St.  Afaph,  greatly 
engaged  Dr.  Jebb’s  thoughts.  “ The  fox- 
ites,”  fays  he,  in  a letter  to  a friend,  “ are 
much  for  a declaratory  law  refpedting  juries. 
I have  fome  apprehenfions  of  fuch  a mea- 
fure.  I would  rather  wifli  an  impeachment, 
or  an  exhortation  from  the  people’s  repre- 
fentatives  to  the  people,  to  ufe  the  power, 
lord  Mansfield  allows,  on  ail  occafions ; or, 
what  ftrikes  me  more,  to  repeal  the  con- 
cluding part  of  Weftm.  ii.  c.  30.  in  fuch  a 
manner,  that  in  all  criminal  cafes,  the  jury 
be  obliged,  not  barely  permitted,  to  find  a 
general  verdid  j and  that  they  fliould  never 
be  permitted  to  find  the  truth  of  indifferent 
fads,  and  leave  tfie  legal  complexion  of 
thofe  fads  to  the  jufiices ; for  by  fuch  con- 
dud  they,  in  fad,  defert  their  charge,  and 
deliver  up  their  fellow-citizen,  who  has 
put  himfelf  upon  their  judgment  for  good 
and ’evil,  to  the  profeffional  prejudices  of 
men,  who,  not  being  recently  fworn  to  the 
fpecific  cafe,  cannot  have  their  feelings  fo 
much  alive,  as  men  whofe  oaths  are 'taken 
for  the  fingle  purpofe  of  trying  whether  the 

culprit 


( 213  0 

culprit  hath  been  guilty  of  an  infradion  of 
the  laws  of  his  country.  Befides,  the  jury 
th  us  fworn  fiiould  aflc  the  culprit’s  leave  to 
divide  the  law  and  fadt.  I have  often  thought 
the  above  permiflion  claufe,  in  Weftni.  ii. 
c.  30.  a fatal  one ; it  opened  the  door  to 
thofe  incroachments  of  the  juflices,  which 
have  now  inverted  them  with  all  power,  and 
reduced  the  people  to  almoft  brutal  igno- 
rance of  wdiat  it  mort;  concerns  them  to 
know.’* 

And  in  a fubfequent  letter  to  the  fame 
gentleman,  he  fays,  “ it  is  time  I fhould 
thank  you  for  the  perufal  of  the  admirable 
tradl  on  libels.  Every  thing  I fee,  points 
out,  in  my  idea,  the  nece/Iity  of  a penal 
•code,  wherein  crimes  fhould  be  defined  with 
precifion,  and  fliort  forms  of  indidment, 
slike  original  writs,  fliould  be  eftablifhed; 
and  juries  be  under  an  obligation  to  find  the 
truth  or  fallliood  of  the  general  ilTue.  I am 
alfo  inclined  to  think,  that  a libel  fliould 
not  be  confidered  as  a criminal,  but  as  a 
civil  injury  only  j and  damages,  the  only 
remedy.  Crimes  of  like  nature  againff  the 

P 3 rtate, 
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ftate,  fuch  as  attempts  to  difturb  the  puhHc 
peace,  by  feditious  words,  writings,  or  adts, 
might  come  under  other  offences.” 

Mr.  Wyvill  exprefli ng  an  earned;  defirc 
that  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill  for  a reform  might 
meet  with  the  approbation  of  the  fociety 
for  conftitutional  information,  and,  if  pof- 
lible,  be  made  the  center  of  union  among 
the  friends  of  a reform  j a motion  to 
that  effedl  was  made  in  the  fociety  by  a 
friend  of  Mr.  Wyvill’s,  who  was  difpofed 
to  adopt  that  idea.  Dr.  Jebb  readily  af- 
fented  to  the  publication  and  circulation  of 
Mr.  Pitt’s  plan,  but  warmly  protefted  againd 
any  declared  vote  of  preference.  On  this 
occafion  he  was  told  by  fome,  that  “ he 
Ihewed  himfelf  an  enemy  to  thecaufe.”  “ I 
am  cenfured,”  fays  he  to  a friend,  “ as 
meaning  to  overthrow  a queftion,  in  fup- 
port  of  which  I have  facrificed  my  fortune, 
health,  and  peace  of  mind,  fo  far  as  peace 
of  mind  depends  on  external  circumftances  ; 
hut  I will  not  fwerve  from  principle,  let 
th?m  fay  what  they  pleafe,” 
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Dr.  Jebb  alfo  wrote  to  Mr.  Wyvill,  about 
the  fame  time,  to  decline  attending  a meet- 
ing at  the  Thatched-houfe  tavern  on  the  7th 
of  May,  which  was  called  together,  with 
the  vie  w of  uniting  the  general  friends  of  re- 
form, upon  the  principles  of  Mr.  Pitt’s  bill. 
This  letter  foon  afterwards  appeared  in  the 
public  prints,  and  is  prefervcd  in  thefe  vo- 
lumes, a-s  containing  the  dodor’s  fentiments 
upon  the  policy  of  that  propofal,  and  as 
fhewing  his  friendly  difpolition  towards  thofe 
who  were  divided  from  him  in  opinion,  as 
well  as  his  inflexible  adherence  to  his  own 
convidions,  independent  of  his  perfonal  at- 
tachments to  feveral  very  highly  refpeded 
charaders-* 

In  the  autumn  this  year.  Dr.  Jebb  went 
to  Cheltenham,  but  returned  from  thence, 
with  as  little  advantage  to  his  health  as  he 
had  the  preceding  year  vifited  Buxton.  While 
at  Cheltenham,  and,  for  feveral  weeks  after- 
wards, during  his  confinement  at  home  he 
ftudied  the  faxon  language,  the  anglo-faxon 
laws,  englifli  hiftory  and  antiquities,  with 

P 4 

* See  vol,  iii.  p.  377. 
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a view  to  examine  into  our  criminal  code, 
and  particular  points  of  liberty.  The  vigour 
of  his  mind  was  ftill  equal  to  the  furnhhing 
himfelf  with  this  freih  ftore  of  knowledge  i 
he  forefaw  the  advantage  of  fuch  an  acquili- 
tion  in  the  invedigation  of  the  legal  rights; 
of  engliflimen,  arid  had  defigned  to  have 
employed  it  in  the  fupport  of  fome  great 
conditutional  queftions,  which  he  conlidered 
as  elTential  to.  the  fi'eedom  of  his  country.* 

But 

* Dr.  Jebb  had  much  confidered  the  Hate  of  thecrir 
ininal  law  of  this  country,  and  was  convinced  of  the 
great  neceflity  of  a revifion  of  ^he  whole  penal  code.  At 
his  inftance,  Mr.  Lofft  publifhed  his  catalogue  of  penal 
ftatutes.  Dr.  Jcbb  frequently  obferved  not  only  the 
readinefs,  but  the  careleflhefs  with  which  fuch  laws 
were  frequently  pafled,  and  of  which  fir  William  Mere- 
dith once  very  feafonably  and  properly  apprjfed  the 
houfe.  Befides  which,  the  iame  gentleman  pleadect 
with  great  force  of  argument,  in  a committee  of  the 
houfe  of  commons  on  the  13th  of  May  1777,  againft 
the  increafe  of  penal  laws. 

In  1785  there  were  publifhed  Thoughts  on  execu- 
tive juftice.”  A traef,  which,  though  not  very  gene- 
rally approved,  was  more  commended  than  was  con- 
fiftent  with  the  natural  difeernment  and  humanity  of 
englifhpen,  Such  approbation.  Dr.  Jebb  confidered 
the  reproach  pf  our  \yifdoHi  and  virtue. 
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But,  as  the  year  began  to  dawn,  it  was 
very  obfervable  to  many  of  his  friends 
that,  according  to  every  appearance,  and 
without  fome  very  great  and  hngular  ef- 
fort of  nature,  his  increafed  debility,  would 
defeat  every  exertion  of  the  moft  judicious 
medical  affiftance,  and  terminate  the  re^ 
tnaining  fparks  of  human  life. 

In  this  enfeebled  date,  his  mind  was  ac- 
tive. His  “ Thoughts  on  prifons,”  were 
printed,  and  circulated  in  the  county  of  Suf- 
folk in  1785,  by  his  much  valued  friend 
Mr.  Loift ; and  there  is  fufficient  reafon  for 
concluding  that  this  little  tradl  had  effedl  on 
the  deliberations  of  the  juflices  at  Ipfwich, 

and 

But  thefe  “ Thoughts,”  whatever  impreffion  they 
might  make  in  their  day,  on  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
think  there  is  no  fecurity  to  be  had  for  themfelves,  but 
by  the  deftrudlion  of  half  their  fpecies,  or  when  they 
are  themfelves  defended  by  a perpetual  guard  and  a 
bayonet,  received  their  final  overthrow  in  a demonftra- 
tion  of  their  evil  tendency  in  fome  very  mafterly  “ Ob- 
fervations,”  publifhed  fo  lately  as  1786,  and  faid  to 
have  been  written  by  a learned  and  very  ingenious 
gentleman  of  one  of  our  law  focieties  ; and  to  them  is 
added  “ A letter  containing  remarks  on  the  fame  work,” 
in  which  it  is  eafy  to  difeover  the  fentiments  and  the 
ftyle  of  the  celebrated  Dr.  Franklin. 
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and  Bury,  then  engaged  in  eredling  a new 
gaol  for  the  divifion  of  Ipfwich,  and  a new 
houfe  of  corredion  for  that  of  Bury.  In 
the  former,  the  exterior  wall  was  reduced 
in  height  to  15  feet  above  the  furface  ; at 
Bury,  the  outer  wall  was  rejeded. 

The  good  effeds  of  this  very  excellent 
trad  it  was  apprehended  would  be  extended 
by  a more  general  publication.  In  this  hope 
Dr.  Jebb  revifed  and  correded  it  with  his 
dying  hand  :*  and  his  furviving  friend  pub- 

lilhed 

* See  vol.  ii.  p.  554 — 568  Upon  the  publication  of 
this  pofthumous  trad,  Mr.  Maty  obferved,  that  it  was 
the  laft  work  of  the  much  valued  and  much  lamented 
John  Jebb  ; he  was  correding  fome  of  the  laft  flieets  of 
it,”  fays  he,  “ the  laft  time  I faw  him,  and  with  it  he 
clofedalife  of  the  moft  vigorous,  and  unremitting  pur- 
fuit  of  whatever  he  conceived  to  be  ufeful  to  his  fellow 
creatures,  for  whom  he  feemed  to  live.”  Mr.  Maty 
clofes  his  account  with  faying  that  he  confidered  Dr. 
Jebb  as  “ the  moft  perfed  human  being  he,  and  he  be- 
lieved, thofe  who  approached  him  as  nigh  as  he  did, 
had  ever  feen.”  (See  his  New  review  for  May  1786, 
vol.  ix.  p.  347.)  Since  which  time,  that  worthy  and 
learned  man  has  finiftied  his  courfe,  (January  16,  1787,) 
in  the  43d  year  of  his  age,  and  in  his  laft  illnefs  made  it 
his  requeft  to  be  buried  near  the  grave  of  his  friend.  Mr. 
Maty’s  learning  and  connedions  promifed  his  future 

advancement 
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Ilflied  it  foon  after  his  death,  adding  there- 
to “ an  abflradt  of  felonies  created  by  ftatute 

and 

/ 

advancement  in  the  church,  but  his  confeientious  feru- 
ples  induced  him  to  rclinquifli  a fituation  flattering  in 
all  worldly  profpefts.  But  it  is  not  my  purpofe  to  enter 
into  any  particular  biographical  account  of  him  ; never- 
thelefs,  his  “ Reafons  for  feparating  from  theeflrabliflied 
church,”  makes  his  fituation,  added  to  his  recent  death, 
fo  nearly  connefted  with  that  of  our  author,  that  a re- 
publication of  them,  is  neither  uninterefting  to  the  caufe 
of  religion,  nor  unimportant  to  the  memory  of  fo  excel- 
lent a man.  And  being  united  by  friendfhip  in  life,  I 
wifh  their  names  may  not  be  feparated  in  death.  What- 
ever difference  there  was  in  opinion  between  Mr.  Maty 
and  Dr.  Jebb,  on  certain  queftions,  he  was  neverthelefs  a 
conftant  attendant  at  the  fame  place  of  public  worftiip  , 
for  although  he  was,  as  he  fays  himfelf,  “rather  inclined 
to  the  arian  hypothefis,”  he  was,  in  refpedf  to  the  ob- 
je6i  of  religious  worfhip,  flridlly  fpeaking,  an  Unitarian  : 
nor  would  he  join  in  offering  up  prayers  to  any  other 
than  the  one  only  true  God,  the  father  of  all.  Some 
account  of  Mr.  Maty  is  given  in  the  Gentleman’s 
Magazine  for  January  in  the  prefent  year,  (vol.  Ivii. 
p.  Q2,)  and  in  the  fame  valuable  periodical  publication 
for  I777j  (vol.  xlvii.  p.  466)  the  following  paper  was 
^irft  publiflied. 

Brltifli  Mufeum,  061:.  22,  1777, 
I fliould  neither  have  withdrawn  myfelf  from  the 
tniniftry  of  the  church  of  England,  nor  have  troubled 
^he  public  with  my  reafons  for  fo  doing,  if  I had  not 
phought  myfelf  obliged  to  both.  I truff,  therefore, 

that 


( 220  ) 

and  other  articles  relative  to  the  penal  law.’* 
His  “ Biographical  fketch,”  which  alfo  ac- 
companied 

that  both  the  ftep  itfdf,  and  this  account  of  my  mo- 
tives for  taking  it,  will  be  treated  with  candour. 

“ As  achriftian  thoroughly  fatisfied  with  the  evidence, 
and  deeply  folicitous  about  the  fuccefs  of  whatever  had 
a tendency  to  promote  the  caufe  of  chriftianity,  I thought 
' myfelf  called  upon  to  ftudy  the  controverfy  about  fub- 
fcriptions.  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  effc£l: 
that  ftudy  has  had  upon  my  mind,  which  I offer  as  a 
vindication  of  my  own  conduft  only,  and  hope  it  will 
be  accepted  as  fuch. 

“ I have  no  objection  to  fubfcriptions  in  general  to 
articles  of  faith,  which,  notwithftanding  what  has  been 
urged  againft  them  by  Burnet,  the  mafterly  author  of 
the  Confeffional,  and  others,  feem  to  me  both  lawful  and 
expedient ; all  the  arguments  that  have  been  brought 
againft  them  tending  only  to  prove  that  their  ufe  has 
been  lefs  hitherto  than  it  might  have  been,  owing  to 
the  narrow  principles  on  which  they  have  been  framed  ; 
confiderations  which,  in  my  opinion,  do  not  outweigh 
the  objedlions  ftated  by  Dr.  Balguy  to  having  none 
at  all. 

“ But  fatisfied  as  I fhould  be,  for  myfelf,  with  a 
fubfcription  of  fome  fort,  and  probably  not  a very  ge- 
neral one  neither,  I cannot  comply  with  that  required 
of  me  to  the  prefent  articles  and  liturgy,  for  the  fol- 
lowing reafons. 

“ Firft,  after  bellowing  all  the  pains  which  I am  able 
to  give  in  informing  myfelf  of  what  is  the  true  fcrip- 
ture  doiSlrine  of  the  trinity,  the  only  conclufion  I have 

been 
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companiedit,  I am  happy  to  fubjoln  to  thefe 
memoirs  3 and  I fhould  be  wanting  in  juftice 

to 

been  able  to  arrive  at  is,  that  I fee  no  fufficient  proof 
of  the  athanafian,  and  rather  incline  to  the  arian  hypo- 
thefis. 

“ Secondly,  I am  clear,  that  the  very  dangerous  doc- 
trine that  unbaptized  children  are  fubjeft  to  the  penal- 
ties of  fin,  is  aflerted  in  the  ninth  article,  and  ftill  more 
fl-rongly  in  the  fervice  for  the  public  baptifm  of  infants; 
and  that  it  is  not  taught  in  the  bible. 

“ Thirdly,  I cannot  help  thinking,  notwithftanding 
what  has  been  written  by  Dr.  Tucker,  and  others, 
upon  the  fubjecft,  that  the  feventeenth  article  does  teach 
abfolute  predeftination  3 a doiSlrine  likewife  not  found 
in  the  bible,  and  of  a ftill  more  deflrudlive  tendency 
than  that  of  original  fin.  Thefe  are  my  principal  ob- 
jeilions  ; I have  others  to  many  parts  of  the  fervice, 
but  do  not  mention  them,  partly  becaufe  they  are  to 
things  generally  complained  of,  and  which  will  pro- 
bably be  removed  whenever  a revifion  takes  place  j and, 
partly,  becaufe  I do  not  know  how  far,  had  they  been 
the  only  ones,  they  would  have  led  me  to  think  of  a 
reparation. 

“ This  feparation  I do  now  think  myfelf  authorized 
to;  becaufe,  believing  the  doctrines  themfelves  to  be 
erroneous,  I am  not  fatisfied  with  any  reafons  that  I 
have  feen  given  for  continuing  to  fubfcribe  them  under 
fuch  a perfuafion.  I cannot  be  thoroughly  fatisfied, 
that  either  the  words  in  which  it  is  drawn,  or  the  king's 
declaration,  juftify  me,  who  think  with  Arminlus  on 
the  fubjeft,  in  fubfcribing  the  feventeenth  article ; the 


more 
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to  Mr.  Lofft  not  to  mention  that  I recelvecl 
from  him  in  the  handfomefl;  manner,  the 

liberty 

more,  as  it  is  a Tuliject  which,  in  my  opinion,  is  to 
be  difputed  upon,  and  the  obvious  fenfe  of  the  article 
preached  againft,  whenever  opportunity  offers.  If  the 
plea  made  for  fubfcribing  this  one -could  avail  me,  I 
have  no  fuch  plea  for  fubfcribing  the  articles  relative  to 
the  trinity,  or  continuing  to  read  the  parts  of  the  liturgy 
relative  either  to  them  or  the  dodrine  of  original  fin. 
Thcfe  were  not  fubje£ls  of  difpute  at  the  time  the  ar- 
ticles were  drawn,  and  of  courfe  no  falvo  was  made  for 
them,  except  the  general  one  of  the  fixth  article.  But 
furely  Dr.  Waterland  very  fully  confuted  Dr.  Clarke’s 
ideas  on  this  fubjedf,  in  his  Cafe  of  arian  fubfcriptions ; 
and  if  he  had  not,  the  author  of  the  Confeflional  has  un- 
anfwerably  proved,  that  if  the  fixth  article  had  been  de- 
figned  to  juftify  thofe  who,  willingly  binding  themfelves 
to  fupport  the  opinions  of  the  majority,  propagate  opi- 
nions different  from  theirs,  it  might  have  juftified  the 
roman  catholics,  it  might  have  juftificd  the  firft  feditious 
and  mad  difgracers  of  proteftantifm,  whereas  againft  both 
thefe  the  articles  are  v/ell  known  to  have  been  made. 
Neither  Dr.  Powell’s  plea  in  favour  of  firft  fubfcriptions, 
nor  Mr.  Hey’s  Confiderations  on  obfolete  ordinances, 
can  be  of  fervice  to  me,  who,  at  this  time  of  life,  am  not 
at  liberty  to  fubfcribe  upon  authority,  and  whofe  objec- 
tions both  to  articles  and  liturgy  are  too  extenfive  to 
find  a folution  in  the  dodlrine  of  obfolete  ordinances. 

“ Finally,  1 can  neither  fubmit  to  acquiefce  in  filence, 
after  having  made  my  objedions  known,  nor  take  upon 
me  to  alter  the  fervice  of  the  church  as  long  as  I con- 
tinue 
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liberty  of  incorporating  into  theprefentworky 
this  laft  legacy  of  our  friend. 

Dr. 

tinue  to  profefs  myfelf  a minifter  of  it.  The  latter,  be- 
fides  its  being  of  dangerous  example,  I rather  think  my 
voluntary  promife  to  ufe  the  eftablifhed  liturgy  precludes 
me  from.  With  the  former,  I could  only  have  been  fa- 
tisfi'ed  upon  the  fuppofition  that  the  things  complained 
of  were  indifferent,  or,  as  they  have  been  thought  to  be 
by  many  good  men,  of  little  importance  ; but  as  I fliould 
in  that  cafe  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  have  waited  for 
a change  by  public  authority,  without  exprefling  any 
difapprobation  public  or  private,  fo  being  of  a very  dif- 
ferent opinion,  that  is,  believing  firmly  that  fome  of 
the  obnoxious  dodfrines  ftrike  at  the  root  of  all  religion, 
natural  as  well  as  revealed,  and  that  nothing  is  of  little 
importance  which  the  deifts  and  methodifts  can  make  fo 
formidable  ufe  of  as  they  are  known  to  do  of  the  fub- 
fcriptions  of  fhofe  amongft  us  who  fubfcribe  what  they 
profefs  not  to  believe  ; under  thefe  circumftances  I have 
nothing  left  me  but  the  part  on  which  I have  determined, 
and  that  is, 

“To  withdraw  myfelf  from  miniftering  in  the  church 
of  England,  either  till  our  forms  Ihall  have  undergone 
fuch  a revifion  and  alteration  as  I think  they  ftand  in 
need  of,  or  till  time  and  farther  ftudy  fliall  have  pre- 
vailed upon  me  to  view  them  in  a different  light  from 
what  I can  do  at  prefe’nt. 

“ This  I,  therefore,  thus  publicly  declare  that  I do, 
with  becoming  humility,  with  the  utmofl  diffidence  and 
regret  for  differing  from  fuch  numbers  of  wife  and  good 
men,  and  with  the  refolution  to  perfift  in  fuch  ftudies  as 


may 
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Dr.  Jebb  was  able  to  prefcribe 
any  lofs  of  judgment,  during  his  own  laft 
illnefs,  to  fuch  indifpofitions  of  his  friends 
as  would  admit  of  their  attendance  at  his 
own  houfe.  Even  when  the  month  of  Ja- 
nuary was  conliderably  advanced,  one  who  is 
very  near  and  dear  to  myfelf,  henefitted  moft 
elTentially  by  his  medical  diredtions  ; and, 
enfeebled  as  he  was,  he  prcfcribed,  not 
merely  with  the  Ik  ill  of  the  phyfician,  but 
with  all  the  ardour  and  affedtion  of  the  friend. 
The  feene  made  a deep  impreflion  upon  me, 

and 

may  bed  ferve  the  general  caufe  of  religion,  at  the  fame 
time  that  they  bid  faireft  for  affording  my  own  mind  the 
convidtion  none  can  more  ardently  wifh  me  than 
myfelf. 

“ I will  only  add,  that  I do  not  mean  to  preclude 
myfelf  from  officiating  in  any  other  proteflant  congre- 
gation ; on  the  contrary,  fhould  I fee  reafon  to  believe 
that  there  is  any  number  of  pious  people  difpofed  to  at- 
tend a place  of  public  worfliip,  where  a liturgy,  not  ma- 
terially different  from  Dr.  Clarke’s,  fliall  be  ufed,  I will 
take  the  firft  opportunity  which  prefents  itfelf  of  open- 
ing  a place  of  public  worfhip  with  fuch  a liturgy.  In 
this  I lhall  do  no  more  than  follow  that  ffrong  inclina- 
tion •w'hich  firft  led  me  to  adopt,  and  will  ever  incline 
me  to  return  to,  the  moft  pleafing,  the  moft  honourable, 
the  moft  ufeful  of  all  occupations.” 


HENRY  MATVj 
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and  I do  not  wifh  that  time  fliould  obli- 
terate it. 

In  February  he  moved  to  Egham  for  a 
fortnight  or  three  weeks,  but  without  any 
other  apparent  profpeft  than  a fpeedy  diifo- 
lution.  And  yet,  in  this  late  period,  his 
mind  was  fenfibly  delighted  with  the  open- 
ings of  nature,  and  he  exprelfed  himfelf  to 
that  elfeft  in  a letter  to  his  intimate  and 
much  valued  friend,  Mr.  Brand  Hollis; 
“ The  fight  of  nature,”  fays  he,  in  her 
firfl:  exertions,  is  itfelf  enough  to  make  a 
man  better.  I think  I feel  its  force.” 

He  furvived  his  return  to  his  houfe  in  Par- 
liament-fireet  about  a week,  and  on  the  even- 
ing of  thurfday,  March  the  2d,  1786,  about 
eight  o’clock,  he  breathed  his  laft,  having 
only  a few  weeks  before  entered  on  the  5 1 fl 
year  of  his  age. 

Flis  remains  were  buried  in  Bunhill-fields 
burying-ground,  on  thurfday,  March  9th, 
attended  by  many  of  his  friends  to  the  place 
of  interment.  The  fcene  was  awful,  as 
there  feemed  not  an  heart  infenfible  of  the 
lofs  fufiained  in  the  death  of  fo  excellen-t  a 
man, 
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To  draw  out  his  charadler  at  length,  would 
be  aeain  to  recite  his  life  and  labours,  or  to 
obtrude  the  partial  judgment  of  a friend, 
when  the  reader  is  made  fully  competent  to 
form  his  own.  The  reputation  of  Dr.  Jebb 
refts  on  the  mod:  folid  and  lading  bads,  while 
it  is  left  to  red:  upon  his  own  unfullied,  ami- 
able, and  ufeful  life. 

Examine  his  condudl,  and  the  nearer 
you  view  it,  the  more  diftindly  will  you 
obferve  his  never  ceafing  purfuit  of  know- 
ledge and  truth  i and  his  never  once  depart- 
ing from  his  own  well  formed  principles 
and  convidlions.  And  in  all  his  differences 
with  others,  you  cannot  fail  to  mark  his  can- 
dour in  fpeaking  of  the  perfons  and  motives 
of  his  adverfaries,  however  feverely  he  re- 
probated their  opinions  and  condueft. 

In  every  point  of  view,  he  appears  to  ad- 
vantage, and  is  deferving  of  much  praife. 
In  his  own  acquirements  he  united  the  vari- 
ous merits  which  have  been  aferibed  to  men 
of  the  mod  didinguidied  eminence.  As  a 
divine,  he  truly  deferved  the  character  which 
was  given  by  Erafmus  of  William  Latimer, 
‘‘  vere  theologus,  integritate  vita?  confpi- 
cuus.”  As  a ph}dician,  we  may,  with  great 

truth. 
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truth,  apply  to  him,  what  Cafaubon  fald  of 
Galen,  criticorum,  non  minus  quam  me- 
dicorum  principem.”  As  a patriot,  we  may 
mark  him  in  the  character  of  Sidney,  **  fanc- 
tus  amor  patrise  dat  animum.” 

In  fine,  fuit  ille  vir,  patres  confcripti, 
ficut  fcitis,  cum  foris  elarus,  turn  donii  ad- 
mirandus ; neque  rebus  ex ternis  ma^is  lau^ 
dandus,,  quam  jnfiitutis  domefiicis,” 
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appendix 


Note,  omitted  p.  95,  I.  i,  of  the  Memoirs. 

The  abolition  of  the  flave  trade  in  America,  was  a 
meafure  fo  juft  and  wife  in  itfelf,  that  it  did  not  fail 
greatly  to  intereft  the  heart  of  Dr.  Jebb,  on  many  oc- 
cafions.  That  fome  progrefs  has  been  made  in  this 
good  work,  the  following  documents  will  fhew. 

The  general  aflembly  of  Virginia,  in  Odlober  1786, 
pafled  a bill  which  enaifted,  “ that  from  and  after  the 
palling  thereof,  no  Have  or  Haves  ftiould  be  imported 
into  that  ftate,  or,  if  imported,  be  fold  or  bought  by 
any  perfon  whatfoever,  on  penalty  of  forfeiting  one 
thoufand  pounds  for  every  Have  fo  imported,  and  five 
hundred  pounds  for  every  flave  fo  fold  or  bought : and 
likewife  enafting,  that  every  Have  imported  contrary  to 
the  intent  of  the  aft,  fhould,  upon  fuch  importation, 
become  free.” 

In  New  York  there  is  a fociety  for  the  manumiffion 
of  flaves,  and  the  proteftion  of  fuch  of  them  as  have 
been,  or  may  be,  liberated.  At  a meeting  of  the  fo- 
ciety, held  in  New  York,  November  the  9th,  1787,  it 
was  refolved  j 

“ That  a gold  medal  be  given  for  the^beft  oration  at 
the  next  annual  commencement  of  the  college  in  New 
York,  exprefling  in  the  beft  manner  the  injuftice  and 
cruelty  of  the  flave  trade,  and  the  oppreflion  and  ill 
policy  of  holding  negroes  in  flavery.” 
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The  following  charadter  appeared  in  feverai 
of  the  public  prints  foon  after  the  death 
of  Dr.  Jebb ; it  is  now  reprinted,  with 
the  confent  of  the  writer,  as  the  tribute 
of  juftice,  friendfliip,  and  affedlion. 

March  the  9th,  1786,  were  depofi ted  in 
Bunhill-fields,  in  unconfecrated  ground,  the 
remains  of  Dr-  John  Jebb,  attended  by  a nu- 
merous body  of  feledl  friends,  whom  neither 
party,  intereft,  or  dilferenceof  opinion  could 
prevent  paying  the  lafl;  fad  office  to  their 
virtuous  friend  and  hero.  Two  biffiops, 
who  could  not  be  prefent,  fent  their  coaches, 
thereby  doing  honour  to  humanity. 

An  uncommon  inftance  of  a funeral  at- 
tended folely  from  principles  of  edeem,  ve- 
neration, and  all  the  noble  affedions  which 
could  influence  the  human  mind.  But  he 

was  the  friend  of  mankind,  and  the  drenuous 

\ 

0^4  aflertor 


( 232  ) 

aflertor  of  the  civil  and  religious  rights  of  all 
the  inhabitants  of  this  globe. 

The  reform  he  attempted  at  Cambridge, 
in  the  education  of  youth,  by  public  exami- 
nations, will  deliver  down  his  name  to  pof- 
terity,  while  the  defeat  entails  difgrace  on 
the  oppofers.  i 

His  Theological  Icdtures  on  the  grcek 
Tedament,  replete  with  learning,  knowledge 
and  piety,  would  have  been  crouded  with 
pupils,  but  power  and  orthodox  zeal  pro- 
hibited attendance.  Reduced  to  a folitary 
pupil,  the  means  of  inftrudion  and  living 
were  equally  cut  off. 

He  found  it  neceffary,  to  recover  his  fe- 
renity  of  mind,  to  refign  his  preferments, 
the  redtory  of  Homersfield,  and  vicarage  of 
Flixton  in  Suffolk,  after  the  fevered:  ftudies 
and  refledtions,  and  from  the  deep  impreffion 
of  adting  a lie  in  the  prefence  of  the  God 
of  truth. 

In  the  pradlice  of  phyfic,  fkilful,  humane 
and  fuccefsful ; had  his  health  permitted 
him  to  have  purfued  that  profeffion,  he  would 
have  been  eminently  diftinguifhed. 

Another  peculiar  charadteriflic  of  this 

great 
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great  man,  and  which  regulated  his  condudj 
was,  that  after  unremitted  thoughts  and  in- 
quiries, he  never,  from  intereft,  padion,  or 
prejudice,  deviated  from  what  he  efteemed 
the  right  line  of  redlitude  j well  knowing, 
with  Cicero,  that  oftentimes,  one  deviation 
leads  the  mind  fo  far  aflray,  as  never  to  be 
able  to  recover  again  the  ftrait  road. 

He  was  always  fufpicious  of  powder,  from 
obferving  the  general  abufeofit ; he  dreaded 
kings,  from  confidering  their  education  and 
the  perfons  who  frequent  courts,  where  truth 
cannot  enter. 

He  died  a martyr  to  his  zeal  and  activity, 
in  promoting  knowledge,  piety  and  virtue  5 
for  his  public  energies  ruined  his  conditu- 
tion,  and  brought  on  a gradual  decay.  But 
he,  equally  difregarding  the  frowns  or  appro- 
bations of  courts,  the  dread  of  poverty,  or 
deferted  old  age,  went  on  his  way,  rejoicing 
in  the  approbation  of  his  own  confcience, 
aud  hoping  to  meet  hereafter  in  the  approv- 
ing fmiles  of  heaven,  a reward  for  all  his 
labours. 

His  excellent  confort,  whofe  mafculine 
mind  underdood  and  was  in  unifon  with  all 

his 
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tiis  principles,  is  pre-eminently  diftingulllied 
by  her  lofs ; flie  has  the  remembrance  of 
his  talents  and  virtues  to  confole  her,  which 
none  can  enjoy,  but  thofe  who,  like  her, 
pofTefs  his  fpirit. 

Ciii  pudor  et  juftitige  foror, 

Incorrupta  fides  nudaque  veritas, 

Quando  ullum  invenient  parem  ? 

Obiit.  Mar  : 2,  1786. 


II. 

The  following  letter  is  fo  llrong  and  ani- 
mated, and  worthy  of  antiquity,  that  I 
am  happy  in  being  allowed,  through  the 
frienddiip  and  communication  of  the  juft- 
ly  efteemed,  and  truly  refpedlable  charac- 
ter to  whom  it  was  addreffed,  to  prefent 
it  to  any  reader. 

t 

Sunday  March  12,  1786. 

Dear  Sir, 

I SINCERELY  condole  with  you  on  the 
lofs  of  our  mod:  excellent  friend,  who,  after 
a life  devoted  to  religion,  and  virtue,  and 

inceffant 
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inceflant  attention  to  the  dearcft  interefls  of 
mankind,  has  departed  to  that  bleffed  fo- 
ciety,  of  whom  the  world  was  not  worthy. 
While  genius,  benevolence,  and  public  fpirit, 
are  regarded,  his  name  will  be  ever  re- 
verenced, and  his  memory  facred. 

Poor  Mrs.  Jebb  ! I dread  to  inquire  con- 
cerning her ; her  lofs  is  beyond  the  concep- 
tion of  common  minds.  ’Tis  not  merely  of 
a hulband,  a partner  in  a common  intereft; 
but  her  guardian  and  protecdor,  her  guide, 
philofopher  and  friend.  For  the  diruption 
of  fuch  an  intimate  union,  what  adequate 
name  can  be  found  ? 

When  I review,  in  idea,  this  wonderful 
man,  with  whofe  characfler  I have  been 
acquainted  thefe  nineteen  years,  and  whofe 
condud:  I am  able  to  trace  through  fuch 
trying  fcenes,  I fcarcely  know  whether  to 
regret  that  ever  I was  acquainted  with  him, 
or  to  rejoice  at  my  knowledge  of  fo  perfed 
a pattern.  Alas,  hr,  upon  wliat  a weak  and 
unftable  foundation  do  we  frequently  ered 
the  moft  virtuous  refolutions  of  our  lives  ? 

How  often  have  1,  when  returning  from 
the  feaft  of  reafon,  which  all  who  had  the 

happinefs 
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happinefs  of  Jebb’s  acquaintance  could  en- 
joy,  anticipated  the  pleafure  I fhould  have 
in  it,  at  fome  future  period  ? I flattered  my- 
felf  that  the  day  would  at  length  arrive, 
when,  freed  from  the  fetters  with  which  I 
have  been  hitherto  encumbered,  I might  join 
that  illuflrious  band  whofe  flruggles  I have 
envied,  and  whofe  company  w'ould  give  ani- 
mation and  fecurity  to  virtue  : but  a princi- 
pal fupport  and  ornament  of  it,  is  now  no 
more  ; and  where  fhall  we  find  a fubftitute 
of  equal  worth  ? Let  us  do  what  is  flill  in 
our  power  3 remember  what  we  have  had  : 
let  us  treafure  up  his  maxims  and  princi- 
ples, refled:  on  his  condud,  and  let  his  ex- 
ample animate  us  on  the  day  of  trial.  Let 
us  ever  preferve  in  our  minds  that  image  of 
our  friend,  which  he  would  have  moft  wiflied 
us  to  retain,  the  image  of  his  mind  and  vir- 
tues. Above  all  things,  dear  fir,  do  not 
let  his  difappointment  difeourage  you,  in  the 
purfuit  of  thofe  ends  which  he  ever  had  fo 
warmly  at  heart.  Remember  his  and  Mil- 
ton’s favourite  adage  3 “ No  effort  can  be 
loft.”  It  was  the  guide  of  his  pradice, 
is  replete  with  good  fenfe  and  philofophy, 

and 


( 237  ) 

and  has  ever  had  the  fandion  of  obfervation 
and  experience.  Even  he  was  not  wholly 
difappointed  : he  lived  to  fee  tyranny  de- 
feated, and  the  feeds  of  freedom  planted  in 
another  world  : he  lived  to  fee  the  principles 
of  liberty  propagated  far  and  wide,  and  that 
knowledge,  with  which  his  own  mind  was 
peculiarly  illuminated,  diffufed  to  an  ex- 
tent for  which  we  could  fcarcely  have  hoped. 
Let  our  regard  for  his  happinefs,  reprefs  our 
forrow  for  his  lofs-  Happinefs  in  the  pre- 
fent  world,  he  could  never  have  met  with ; 
it  was  not  intended  by  its  maker  as  the  man- 
hon  of  perfedlion,  and  nothing  that  fell  (hort 
of  perfection,  would  have  fatisfied  our 
honoured  friend. 

Shall  I hazard  an  opinion  which  darts 
acrofs  my  mind  at  this  moment  ? Though 
virtue,  in  its  general  tendency  conduCts  to 
happinefs,  that  happinefs,  I doubt,  is  enjoyed 
in  the  prefent  world,  only  by  the  middle,  or 
the  fecond  ranks  of  the  virtuous.  That  clear 
and  comprehenfive  knowledge,  which  the 
firft  of  our  fpecies  poffefs,  together  with 
their  exquifite  fenfibility  to  every  thing  mo- 
ral, muft  be  frequently  difquieted  j too  much 
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fo,  in  a flate  of  trial,  to  admit  of  a very  exalted 
degree  of  happinefs.  Such  characters,  when 
ripe  for  heaven,  are  plucked  by  the  hand 
of  the  almighty,  though  in  mercy  to  man- 
kind they  mayfometimes  be  continued  upon 
earth.  It  is  neceflary  we  lliould  now  and 
then  have  fome  perfeCt  patterns,  left  wc 
iliould  begin  to  doubt  the  pofiibility  of  vir- 
tue. 

Farewel,  my  dear  fir,  do  not  let  this  af- 
fliction overwhelm  you  : the  lofs  we  have 
fuffered  requires  a double  exertion.  Re- 
member, Jebb  could  not  have  lived  or  died 
with  more  honour  ; that  death  fets  the  feal 
upon  every  exalted  character  5 and  that  what 
ever  may  become  us  in  the  prefent  world, 
we  have  nothing  to  wifli  for  in  the  next, 
except  that  his  fate  may  be  ours.  I remain, 
dear  fir,  as  ever, 

your’s  moft  fincerely, 
Thomas  Brand  Hollis,  Efq. 


III.  BIO- 


( *39  ) 


m. 

BIOGRAPHICAL  SKETCH. 

BY  CAPEL  LOFFT,  ESQ. 

O N thurfday,  March  the  2d,  died,  at 
his  houfe  in  Parliament-ftreet,  JohnJebe, 
M.D.  F.R.S.  one  of  the  earlieft  members 
of  the  fociety  for  conftitutional  information; 
formerly  fellow  of  Peter  - houfe,  - Cam- 
bridge. 

Struck  with  the  ftate  of  academical  dif- 
cipline,  he  propofed  the  liberal  and  great 
defign  of  public  examination,  impartially  to 
include  every  order  of  fludents  in  the  feveral 
colleges,  and  of  adequate  encouragement  to 
every  kind  of  proficiency.  To  him,  as  an 
individual,  no  change  in  the  fyftem  was 
necelTary  for  the  acquirement  of  fame  : for, 
while  excellence  of  any  kind  fliould  be  di- 
ftinguilhed,  his  would  have  a fharc,  ampler 
than  he  was  ever  difpcfed  to  claim,  in  the 
efiimation  of  the  befl  judges.  He  was  re- 
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fpeded  as  a mathematician ; flill  more  as  a 
philofopher ; and  publifhed,  with  the  af- 
fiftance  of  two  gentlemen,  MelTrs.  Thorpe 
and  Wollafton,  for  the  ufe  of  thofe  who 
were  defirous  to  proceed  in  that  line,  a 
much-elleemed  feledlion  of  the  “ Principia” 
of  Newton ; that  grand  refult  of  fublime 
geometry,  applied  to  the  elements  of  phy- 
lics  ! In  his  claffical  tafte  he  was  diftin- 
guilhed : his  critical  learning  and  abilities 
were  acknowledged  even  by  thofe  who 
would  have  wiflied  to  have  feen  them  ex- 
ercifed  in  lefs  free  and  generous  inveftigation. 
As  a preacher,  fimplicity,  clearnefs,  pecu- 
liar power  of  perfuafion ; energy ; the  ad- 
vantages of  voice  and  manner  j judgment, 
candour,  fincerity,  fenfibility,  rendered  him 
worthy  to  have  been  heard  by  an  attic  au- 
dience ; worthy  to  inform,  to  animate,  to 
polfefs  with  the  love  of  truth  and  goodnefs, 
the  reafon  and  the  hearts  of  a congregation 
profeffing  chriftianity. 

His  “ Difcourfe  on  benevolence”  will  be 
now  particularly  recolleded  by  many.  Tt 
has  been  re-printed  about  two  years  pad:, 
by  the  defire  of  thofe  who  felt  the  principles 

it 


( ^41  ) 

it  explains,  and  the  condu<ft  it  affedionately 
recommends  to  be  the  bafe  of  private  con- 
tentment and  of  focial  good.  It  will  pro- 
bably be  again  re-printed;  fince  thofe  la- 
bours are  finiflied,  to  which  he  was  impel- 
led by  the  befl  and  moft  expanfiVe  affec- 
tions. 

But  neither  prefent  honour,  pteferment,' 
nor  all  the  inviting  hopes  the  world  could 
bffer>  were  of  power  to  retain  him  in  the 
church  eflablifhment.  When  his  refearches 
had  fettled  a convidtion,  that  he  owed  a fa- 
crifice  to  the  caufe  of  truth,  whatever  it 
might  be>  he  had  purity  of  mind  voluntarily 
to  encounter,  and  conftancy  to  fupport. 
High,  indeed,  he  flood  amongfl  the  noble 
aflerters  of  religious  liberty  : and  he  was 
farther  deftined  to  be  the  ftrenuous,  the  en- 
lightened defender  of  civil  freedom  on  its 
mofl;  folld  and  comprehenfivc  foundations. 

In  this  field  of  exertion,  this  ifland,  Ire- 
land, India,  America,  and  wherever  elfe  the 
rights  of  mankind  feemed  capable  of  being 
aided  againft  fraud  or  force,  were  to  him  the 
objedts  of  an  univerfal  patriotifm.  . The 
trial  by  j uries,  in  fubftance  as  well  as  form ; 

mem.  R fiiort 
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fhort  parliaments ; equalized  reprefentation; 
unreftrided  exercife  of  the  right  of  fuffrage; 
thefe  were  the  fecurities,  the  conftitutional 
claims  of  englilhmen,  his  efforts  ftrove  to 
eftablifli.  Far  from  carving  and  compro- 
mifing  how  much  of  their  liberties  fhould 
be  indulged  them,  as  a favour,  he  thought 
full  and  fair  information  was  to  be  laid  be- 
fore them ; and  themfelves  to  judge  and  to 
a6t  upon  it.  The  mode  of  expreffing  and 
of  giving  effed  to  their  fentiments,  which 
he  fuggefted,  may  be  feen  in  his  “ Letter  to 
the  chairman  of  the  Huntingdonfhire  com- 
mittee j”  and  in  fubfequent  trads.  It  was  di- 
red,  open,  peaceful,  orderly : and  whenever 
it  fhall  be  adopted  in  the  feveral  counties, 
an  effedual  and  generally-approved  reform 
will  be  the  fruit ; nor  can  I imagine  any 
other  method  of  uniting  the  public  energy, 
on  clear,  confident,  adequate  principles,  will 
be  found.  And  the  reftitution  of  our  own 
liberties,  -with  improved  fecurity,  he  wifhed 
might  be  prelufive  to  the  eftablifhment  of 
true  political  freedom  in  every  part  of  the 
globe.  His  benevolent  zeal,  his  eloquence, 
his  unwearied  fpirit,  were  exerted  in  toils 
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like  thefe.  No  confidence  in  any  part/^ 
no  admiration  of  any  man’s  abilities,  no 
opinion  even  of  his  virtues,  no  habits  of 
attachment  in  politics,  no  influence  of  per- 
fonal  friendfliip,  (and  of  friends  he  was  the 
tendered:  and  the  warmeft)  could  win  his 
acqulefceuce  to  any  adt  of  injufiice,  any 
defledtion  from  the  great  and  indifpenfable 
rules  of  condudl,  whatever  were  the  plea. 
**  In  life  and  death  the  fame  refolute 
wholly  to  refign  himfelf  to  truth  and  the 
public,  he  lofl;  in  thefe  all  inferior  confide- 
rations : incorruptible  alike  by  hope  or  fear, 
by  the  love  of  praife,  or  the  dread  of  oblo- 
quy : for  to  him  all  were  light  in  the  fcale 
againfl:  any  particle  of  duty. 

His  application,  his  fagacity,  knowledge, 
tendernefs  of  attention  in  his  medical  pro- 
feflion,  might  be  fupported  by  tefiimony 
that  would  do  honour  to  any  man.  Not 
having  been  defigned  for  it,  and  having  de- 
voted to  other  duties  much  the  greater  part 
of  his  life,  he  entered  on  the  fludy  and 
pradticeof  phyfic,  with  a refolutionof  ufing 
fuch  redoubled  and  perfevering  diligence, 
regardlefs  either  of  fatigue  or  hazard  to  his 
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health,  as  fhould  compenfate  for  the  err-i 
cumftance  of  not  having  been  earlier  initi- 
ated i and  nobly  did  he  accomplifh  this  ar- 
duous attempt.  But  he  fell  “ overpowered 
by  virtuous  energies rifmg  into  the  ful- 
nefs  of  medical  fame,  and,  what  he  ever 
valued  moft,  ufefulnefs  to  others  in  their 
fufferings  and  dangers. 

His  anxiety  for  his  patients,  and  parti- 
cularly for  the  pooreft,  was  indefcribable : 
it  was  of  kindred  temper  to  his  patriotic  fo- 
licitude  for  the  welfare  of  his  country. 

Thus  great,  and  various,  and  beneficent, 
were  his  talents ; thus  was  he  eminent  irt 
literature  and  in  fcience ! Of  manners  un- 
affedted,  elegant,  engaging,  pure.  In  con- 
verfation,  the  goodnefs  and  fweetnefs  of  his 
nature  tempered  that  awe  moil  men  mufl: 
otherwife  have  felt  from  the  vaftnefs  of  his 
abilities,  and  the  fublimity  of  his  virtue. 
He  was  amiable,  and  even  pleafant,  in  fa- 
miliar intercourfe,  to  a degree  of  ferenc 
gaiety : but  of  the  frivolous,  in  him  there 
was  nothing  •,  and  from  grofs  or  ill-natured 
humour  he  was  at  the  greateft  diftance  : of 
an  heart  the  moft  benevolent,  the  firmed; 
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virtue  the  moft  adive,  difinterefted, 
devoted. 

A full  and  accurate  delineation  of  this 
^miable,  elevated,  exemplary  character,  is 
not  for  the  powers  of  the  writer  of  this ; 
who,  while  endeavouring  to  do  juftice  to 
his  memory,  is  oppreffed  by  the  fenfe  of  the 
event  of  his  long-dreaded  departure  from 
us  j by  his  friends  long  and  judly  dreaded, 
for  themfelves  and  the  community.  With 
regard  to  him,  he  took  pain,  ficknefs,  and 
death,  as  he  took,  his  other  trials,  with  an 
equal  and  grateful  mind ; as  the  difpenfation 
of  an  unerring  and  kind  providence,  for  a 
difcipline  to  improvement  in  goodnefs.  But, 
with  other  intimate  friends,  it  is  for  the 
perfon  who  offers  this  faint  fleetch  to  forrow 
in  that  event : not  only  as  feparating  (for 
this  life)  a friendfhip  incapable  of  any  other 
interruption  j but  as  a lofs  to  human  fociety. 
Yet  our  forrow  is  not  without  hope;  it  has 
a glorious  interminable  profpedl ! 

At  prefent,  only  thefe  few  particulars 
muft  be  added  : that  he  was  born,  February 
the  1 6th,  in  the  year  1736,  and  married, 
December  the  29th,  1764,  to  Mifs  Tor- 

kington. 
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kington,  of  Little  Stukely,  near  Hunting- 
don. Their  hearts  and  underflanding  were 
formed  for  each  other. 

On  the  9th  of  March  his  remains  were 
followed,  by  a numerous  attendance  of 
friends  to  his  private  and  public  virtues,  to 
the  modeft  and  decent  place  of  their  inter- 
ment in  ground  not  alTuming  to  be  hal- 
lowed by  rites  of  confecration,  and  near  to 
the  fpot  where  Milton  breathed  his  lad.  I 
then  faw  the  illuftrious  appearing  with  added 
dignity;  every  order  in  the  fUte  joining  in 
the  fpontaneous  tribute ; diflinclions  in  re- 
ligion or  in  party  abforbed  in  more  enlarged 
confiderations ; Wales,  Ireland,  America, 
folemnizing,  by  the  prefence  of  their  fons, 
the  obfequies  of  the  equal  friend  to  the 
rights  of  mankind  through  every  part  of  the 
globe ; and  every  eye  and  bofom  giving  an 
open  teftimony  on  the  termination  of  a life 
devoted  to  truth,  freedom,  and  every  bed 
intered  of  human  fociety.  Could  thofe  that 
mourned  at  a diOance  their  advifer,  friend, 
and  benefador,  be  enumerated,  what  an 
idea  would  it  prefent  of  deep  and  general 
regret ! 


* In  Bunhill-fields, 
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I will  clofe,  with  hoping  that  the  occa- 
fion  of  this  folemnity  will  excite  a lading 
and  acflive  contemplation  of  his  virtues; 
and  call  us  from  our  unavailing,  though 
natural  and  juft  regret,  to  the  admiration 
and  praife  that  mud  accompany  his  name, 
while  there  is  patriotifm  or  fenfe  of  goodnefs 
upon  the  earth;  and  to  the  idea  of  thatfelicity 
prepared  for  fuch  faculties,  fo  exerted  and 
improved : and,  in  fo  far  as  the  powers  fe- 
verally  allotted  to  us  will  extend,  our  bed 
and  mod  ufeful  tribute  to  his  memory  mud 
be  in  the  imitation  of  his  conduct.  His 
great  rule  of  acdion,  that  “ no  effort  is  lod,” 
will  never  fail  us,  while  we  look  to  prin- 
ciples regardlefs  of  prefent  difappointment. 
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“ Let  no  one  lightly  entertain  fufpicions  of  any  ferious  pror- 
pofal  for  the  advancement  of  religious  knowledge j nor,  out  of 
unreafonable  preju<^ice,  endeavour  to  obflruft  any  inquiry,  that 
profelTes  to  aim  at  the  further  illullration  of  the  great  fcheme  of 
the  gofpel  in  general,  or  the  removal  of  error  in  any  part,  in  faith, 
indodlrine,  in  praflice,  or  in  worfnip.  An  opinion  is  not  there- 
fore falfe,  becaufe  it  contradidls  received  notions ; but,  whether 
true  or  falfe,  let  it  be  fubmilted  to  a fair  examination ; truth  muft 
in  the  end  be  a gainer  by  it,  and  appear  with  Uie  greater  evidence. 
Where  freedom  of  inquiry  is  maintained  and  exercifed  under  the 
diredlion  of  the  fincere  word  of  God,  falfehood  may  perhaps 
triumph  for  a day  ; but  to-morrow  truth  will  certainly  prevail,  and 
every  lucceeding  day  will  confirm  her  fuperiority. 

“ The  light,  that  arofe  upon  thechrillian  world  at  the  reforma- 
tion, hath  ifill  continued  to  increafe,  and  we  truft  will  ‘ (bine  more 
and  more  unto  the  perfedl  day.’  The  labours  of  the  learned  have 
from  that  time,  by  the  blefling  of  God  upon  the  free  exercife  of 
reafon  and  private  judgment,  been  greatly  fuccefsful  in  promoting 
religious  knowledge  j and  particularly,  in  laying  open  the  hidden 
treafures  of  div  ine  wifdom  contained  in  the  holy  feriptures.  Much 
hath  been  done  in  this  important  work;  and  much  Hill  remains  to 
be  done.  Thofe  heavenly  ftores  are  inexhaullible  ; every  new  ac- 
quifition  flill  leads  on  to  further  difeoveries ; and  the  moll  careful 
fearch  will  Hill  leave  enough  to  invite,  and  to  reward,  the  repeated 
fearches  of  the  pious  and  indullrious,  to  the  latell  ages.  This  is 
a work>  that  demands  our  firll  and  mofl  earneft  regard  j the  fludies 
and  aflillance,  the  favour  and  encouragement,  of  all.  To  confirm 
and  illullrate  thefe  holy  writings,  to  evince  their  truth,  to  fhew 
their  confillency,  to  explain  their  meaning,  to  make  them  more 
generally  known  and  ftudied,  more  eafily  and  perfefliy  under- 
flood, by  all;  to  remove  the  difficulties,  that  difeourage  the  lioneft 
endeavours  of  the  unlearned,  and  provoke  the  malicious  cavils  of 
the  half  learned:  this  is  the  moll  worthy  objedt,  that  can  engage 
our  attention  , the  moll  important  end,  to  which  our  labours  in 
the  fearch  of  truth  can  be  diredled.” 

Vifitation  fermon  preached  at  Durham,  July  27,  1758,  by 
Robert  Lowth,  D.D.  prebendary  of  Durham,  afterwards 
bilhop  of  London. 


THE 


INTRODUCTION. 


The  author  of  thefe  papers,  ever  (ince 
the  firft  inftitution  of  his  fcheme,  has  had 
frequent  occahon  to  lament,  that  his  en- 
deavours to  call  the  attention  of  youth  to 
the  ftudyof  the  fcriptures,  and  his  aiferting 
of  the  fight  of  private  judgment  in  the 
interpretation  of  them,  have  been  received 
in  a manner  very  different  from  what  might 
be  expedled  from  men — born  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  civil  and  religious  liberty — baptized 
into  the  communion  of  a proteftant  church 
— and  bleffed  with  the  opportunities  of 
adding  to  the  poffeflion  of  thefe  privileges 
a proper  fenfe  of  their  value,  in  confe- 
quence  of  their  education,  and  continued 
refidence,  at  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 
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That  confidence,  however,  with  which 
the  uprightnefs  of  his  intention,  and  the 
approbation  of  many  worthy  and  learned 
pcrfons  had  infpired  him,  enabled  him  for 
a time  to  perfevere,  regardlefs  of  the  cla- 
mours of  his  adverfaries.  But,  when  he 
was  informed,  that  a charge  of  the  mofi;  in- 
vidious nature  was  folemnly  urged,  in  a 
manner  which  was  likely  to  do  him  great 
difiervice ; he  no  longer  was  able  to  refrain 
from  attempting  a vindication  of  himfelf 
from  thofe  calumnies,  with  which  the  un- 
tempered zeal  of  fome,  otherwife  well- 
difpofed  brethren,  had  afperfed  his  cha- 
rad:er. 

Flattered  therefore  with  the  hope  of 
foftening  the  prejudices  of  fome  worthy 
men,  who  had  taken  exceptions  to  his  plan, 
and  of  deriving  from  the  approbation  of 
great  names  fuch  a degree  of  countenance 
and  favour,  as  might  enable  him  to  purfue 
his  dcfign  without  injury  to  himfelf,  and 
with  fome  advantage  to  the  public,  he 
was  induced  to  tranfmit,  in  the  fpring  of 
the  year  1770,  the  following  apology  and 
,,  - flan 
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plan  of  his  ledtures,  to  fome  perfons  of 
eminence  In  the  church. 

At  prefent  he  will  only  obferve,  that  his 
efforts  were  not  attended  with  the  defired 
fuccefs.  Accufations  were  every  where 
multiplied  againft  him  j which  were  too 
much  regarded  by  thofe,  whom  the  world 
looks  up  to  with  refpedl:  and  his  endea- 
vours to  exculpate  himfelf  from  the  various 
afperfions,  which  were  thrown  upon  his 
ehara(fler  and  condudl,  were  received  with 
evident  marks  of  prejudice,  inflead  of  that 
mild  indulgence  and  difpaflionate  attention, 
with  which  the  accufed  party  ihould  be 
always  heard. 

Yet  thefe  were  difficulties  and  difeourage- 
ments  which  were  early  forefeen,  as  the  too 
probable  confequences  of  engaging  in  a 
fcheme,  which,  if  purfued  with  vigour, 
might  fugged  to  younger  minds  fufpicions 
of  a real  oppofition  between  the  precarious 
dodlrines  of  fallible  men,  and  the  abfolutely 
pure  and  perfedt  word  of  the  infallible  God, 
And  therefore,  had  the  intolerant  fpirit, 
which  more  or  lefs  prevails  in  every  human 
eftablifhment,  fpent  itfelf  in  thofe  effufions 
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of  pafllon  and  unmanly  refentment,  to 
which  the  author  alludes  in  the  preceding 
paragraph,  he  would  have  contented  him- 
I'elf  with  oppoling  to  the  force  of  private 
dander  the  ftrength  of  private  reprefenta- 
tion  and  remonftrance.  But  fince  fome 
leading  characters  in  the  univerfity,  by  an 
open  and  abfolute  prohibition  extending  to 
every  ftudent  in  ‘ flatu  pupillari,’  have 
thought  proper  to  difcountenance  the  au- 
thor’s fcheme  of  leCtures  in  their  refpeClive 
focieties ; fince  fome  other  perfons,  more 
artful,  and  therefore  lefs  honourable,  in 
their  deportment,  have,  by  infufing  ground- 
lefs  fears  and  apprehenfions,  into  the  minds 
of  youth,  fhewn  themfelves  to  be  equally 
induftrious  in  the  profecution  of  fuch 
flifling  meafures : his  only  refource  is  the 
power  of  appealing  to  the  free  and  impar- 
tial voice  of  an  unprejudiced  public.  He 
therefore  now  fubmits  his  vindication  and 
plan,  together  with  the  annexed  harmony, 
to  their  candour  and  indulgence.* 

He 


* Since  the  publication  of  the  firfi:  edition  of  this 
pamphlet,  much  has  been  attempted  with  a view  to 

damp 
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He  trufts,  however,  that  he  has  nobler 
ends  in  view  than  thofe,  which  are  fre- 
quently the  only  inducements  to  fuch  pub- 
lications. Long  experience  has  convinced 
him,  that  the  perfonal  labours  of  the  ftudent 
are  of  greater  efficacy  than  the  oral  inftruc- 
tions  of  the  tutor.  If  the  method  of  diredling 
thofe  labours,  which  is  purfued  in  the  fol- 
lowing plan  of  ledtures,  fhall  in  any  degree 
be  inftrumental  towards  the  promoting  of  a 
more  perfedl  underftanding  of  the  facred 
books  of  fcripture,  the  author  will  efteem 
himfelf  amply  recompenfed  for  all  his 
trouble. 

The  harmony,  which  is  fubjoined,  was 

drawn 

damp  that  rlfing  fpirit  of  free  Inquiry,  which  is  fo 
effentially  neceflary  to  the  perfedl  comprehenfion  of  the 
facred  code.  Yet  it  muft  alfo  be  acknowledged  with 
heartfelt  gratitude,  and  it  will  ever  be  remembered  with 
a fatisfaclion  fufficient  to  compenfate  for  the  incon- 
veniences incident  to  fuch  a conteft,  that  the  author’s 
labours  have  been  honoured  with  the  approbation  of 
men,  whofe  piety  and  learning,  whofe  charadlers  and 
ftation,  whofe  zeal  for  the  interefts  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  have  rendered  them  the  blefling  as  well 
as  ornament  of  the  age  they  live  in;  and  will  tranfmit 
their  well-deferved  honours  with  unfading  luflre  to  th? 
times, 
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drawn  up  by  the  author  for  the  ufe  of  his 
pupils.  Although  he  has  availed  himfelf 
of  all  thofe  afliftances,  which  his  iituation 
in  the  imiverfity  could  alford  him,  he  is 
fenfible,  that  many  parts  of  it  may  feem 
liable  to  very  great  objedions;  which, 
though  obviated  in  their  places  to  his 
pupils,  muft  retain  their  force  with  other 
readers ; until  he  has  leifure  to  endeavour 
their  removal,  by  a fuller  explanation  of 
the  whole  performance. 

An  ingenious  writer  of  the  prefent  age 
has,  in  a very  mafterly  manner,  delineated 
the  advantages  which  the  caufe  of  chrifti- 
ahity  hath  derived  from  the  writings  of  its 
Oppofers.*  It  would  certainly  be  a more 
unpleafing,  though  perhaps  not  intirely  an 
ufelefs  labour,  to  point  out  the  injuries, 
which  it  has  received  from  the  injudicious 
defences  and  reprefentations  of  its  friends. •!* 

The 

* See  ‘ Diflertations  on  fubjefts  relating  to  the  genius 
and  the  evidences  of  chriftianity,  by  Alexander  Ger-- 
rard,  D.D.  profelTor  of  divinity  in  the  Marifchal-college 
of  Aberdeen.’ 

f It  is  hoped  that  fomething  of  this  kind  will  appear 
in  the  concluding  volumes  of  the  ‘ Inftitutes  of  natural 

' and' 


( II  ) 

The  violence  attendant  upon  want  of  unani- 
mity, fo  vifible  among  the  interpreters  of 
certain  particular  parts  of  fcripture,  is  the 
darling  objedlon  of  our  adverfaries  to  the 
divine  authority  of  the  whole.  When  the 
partifins  of  each  opinion  are  united  in 
maintaining,  that  a juft  conception  of  the 
matter  in  debate  is  of  the  greateft  im- 
portance,' nay,  is  abfolutely  neceftary  to 
falvatlon  j at  the  fame  time,  that  the  weight 
of  argument  which  they  produce  in  fup- 
port'of  their  contrary  expofitions  is  fo 
equally  poized,  that  the  moft  accurate  and 
difpaffionate  obferver  is  unable  to  deter- 
mine, to  which  fide  the  balance  is  difpofed 
to  incline  : the  infidel  fpedtator  beholds  the 
endlefs,  and  often  unchriftian,  controveriy, 
with  an  air  of  infolence  and  triumph,  while 

the 

and  revealed  religion  a treatife,  which  Dr.  Prieftley 
encourages  us  ftiortly  to  expedl. — [This  with  of  our 
author  has  fince  been  executed  by  Dr.  Prieftley,  for 
which  the  reader  is  referred  to  his  ‘ Inftitutes  of  natural 
and  revealed  religion,’  2 vols.  8vo.  2 edit.  1782,  but 
more  particularly  to  his  ‘ Hiftory  of  the  corruptions  of 
chriftianity,’  2 vols.  8vo.  1782,  and  to  the  controverfy 
which  followed  the  publication  of  that  valuable  work.] 
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the  friend  of  virtue  and  religion  retires 
defponding  and  difconfolate  from  the  field 
of  conteft. 

The  great  Mr.  Locke  appears  to  have 
feen  this  evil  in  its  ftrongeft  point  of  .view. 
He  attempted  its  cure,  and  hath  in  part 
fucceeded.  His  method  of  ftudying  the 
fcripture  by  making  it  its  own  interpreter, 
which  has  now  been  adopted  by  a numer- 
ous band  of  followers,  opens  to  us  the  faireft 
profpedl  of  fucceeding  in  our  attempts  to 
invelligate  the  real  meaning  of  the  facred 
writers ; at  the  fame  time,  that  his  treatife 
upon  the  ‘ Reafonablenefsof  chriftianity’  has 
prevailed  with  thoufands  to  believe,  that  in 
their  acknowledgment  of  the  mefiiahfhip 
of  Jefus,  they  hold  that  fundamental  ar- 
ticle of  faith,  which  with  reafon  claims 
the  high  prerogative — the  exclufive  privi- 
lege of  being  efien  daily  necefiary  to  our 
falvation. 

The  refemblance  which  the  plan  of  har- 
monizing the  gofpels  bears  to  this  fcheme 
of  Mr.  Locke,  may  with  juftice  be  efteemed 
its  greatefi:  praife.  Nor  is  it  the  leafi:  of 
the  many  advantages,  which  may  be  de- 
rived 
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rived  from  fuch  a mode  of  {ludjiiig  the 


almofl  equal  facility,  by  the  englifli  reader.^ 

A mi- 


whom  are  placed  in  ftations,  where  the  want  of  a religi- 
ous principle  is  as  detrimental  to  the  community,  as  it 
is  uncomfortable  and  difreputable  to  themfelves,)  are 
in  general  too  apt  to  take  it  for  granted,  that  they  are 
altogether  unconcerned  in,  or  incompetent  judges  of 
the  credenda  of  the  gofpel.  And  indeed,  they  have  not 
unfrequently  been  informed  by  authorities  they  deem 
refpeiSlable,  that  the  practical  part  of  the  chriftian  infti- 
tute  fhould  alone  engage  their  attention;  and  that  the 
difcuffion  of  its  fpeculative  do(R:rines  fhould  be  ex- 
clufively  the  province  of  the  polemical  divine.  Yet 
furely,  as  it  muft  derogate  from  the  moral  charafler  of 
the  deity  to  fuppofe,  that  he  would  authorife  his  fervants 
to  deliver,  as  of  celeftial  original,  any  dodlrine  what- 
foever,  which  has  not  aclofe  and  immediate  connedlion 
with  our  practice  ; fo  it  might  with  reafpn  be  expelled, 
which  indeed  appears  to  be  the  fa<ft,  that  all  the  cre- 
denda of  the  gofpel  fliould  be  unfolded  with  the  utmoft 
perfpicuity  and  plainnefs.  The  credenda  and  agenda 
of  our  moft  holy  religion,  are  unqueftionably  united  by 
an  indiffoluble  bond.  An  accurate  acquaintance  with 
the  myflery  of  godlinefs,  as  revealed  in  the  fcriptures, 
leads  by  a juft  and  neceflary  progrefs  to  the  aiftual  per- 
formance of  every  perfeift  work;  the  right  knowledge 
of  the  one  true  living  God,  of  the  inftruments  em- 
ployed by  him,  and  the  methods  of  his  government  in 


fcriptures,  that  it  can  be 


with 


* If  is  much  to  be  lamented,  that  the  laity,  (many  of 


the 
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A minute  acquaintance  with  the  cIrcUm- 
fiances  of  time  and  place,  together  with  the 
knowledge  of  thofe  incidents,  which  give 

occalion 

the  redemption  of  mankind,  are  neceflary,  not  only  to 
prevent  fatal  errors  in  our  moral  condudt,  but  alfo  to 
influence  the  man  of  God — the  chriftian— to  be  merci- 
ful and  holyj  while  the  man,  who  contenting  himfelf 
with  the  reprefentation  of  human  duty  as  delineated  in 
the  precepts  or  even  example  of  his  faviour,  pufhes  not 
onward  to  the  perfeition  of  all  chriftian  knowledge, 
labours  not  to  arrive  at  a juft  conception  of  the  whole 
council  of  God,  will  in  all  probability  be  found  de- 
ficient both  in  principle  and  praftice. 

With  a view  therefore  to  effedt  a thorough  compre- 
henflon  of  whatever  Jefus  thought  it  was  of  concern- 
ment to  his  followers  to  know — with  an  intention  to 
aflift  the  labours  of  thofe,  who  think  themfelves  under 
an  obligation  to  employ  their  nobieft  powers  upon  their 
nobleft  objejft — with  an  ardent  deftre  to  promote  the 
pious  purpofes  of  thofe  inftrudtors  of  youth  in  all  femi- 
naries  of  ufeful  learning,  who  may  think  it  incumbent 
upon  them  to  dedicate  fome  portion  of  their  attention 
to  the  religious  principles  of  their  pupils,  the  author 
moft  earneftly  and  affeftionately  recommends  the  exe- 
cution of  the  fubjoined  plan  of  harmony  as  exhibited 
and  explained  in  the  following  pages  of  this  book.  He 
trufts  that  it  is  properly  calculated  to  produce  fuch  ait 
acquaintance  with  the  faving  words  of  truth,  as  will 
generate,  in  the  mind  of  the  unlearned  as  well  as  learned 
reader,  a reafonable  and  lively  expectation  of  a future 
flate  of  retribution,  and  at  the  fame  time  add  vigour 

ta 
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occafion  to  any  difcourfe,  are  the  beil  pre- 
paratives to  the  thorough  comprehenfion 
of  it.  The  harmonies  of  Macknight,  Pil- 

kington, 

to  each  virtuous  refolution  In  the  hour  of  temptation  or 
diftrefs. 

It  is  not  denied,  nzy,  it  is  evidently  implied  in  the 
fubfequent  pages,  that  the  aids  ofcriticifm,  and  of  the 
various  kinds  of  human  learning,  will  prove  ofconfider- 
able  advantage  to  thofe,  who  are  fo  happy  as  to  pof- 
fefs  them  ; by  enabling  them  to  filence  the  objections  of 
infidelity,  and  powerfully  to  inculcate  upon  the  minds 
of  their  fellow-citizens,  the  falutary  doCtrines  of  that 
venerable  religion,  which  in  every  part  and  portion; 
of  it  is  reafonable — is  important — divine.  Yet  it 

may  with  truth  be  aflerted,  that  the  perfon,  whofe  ac- 
quired abilities  reach  no  farther  than  to  the  capacity  of 
reading  the  engliih  bibie,  may  arrive  at  a juft  concep- 
tion of  all  thofe  doCIrines  of  the  gofpel,  which  are  eflen- 
tially  neceflary  to  the  perfection  of  the  chriftian  life; 
without  any  other  affiftances,  than  what  may  be  derived 
from  earneft  prayer  and  fincere  endeavours  exerted 
under  the  direCtion  of  that  common  fenfe  and  reafon, 
which  diftinguiflies  the  race  of  men  from  the  reft  of  the 
animal  world. 

Nor  would  the  author  have  it  Imagined,  that  he  is  fo 
far  carried  away  with  the  idea,  which,  however,  he  has 
adopted  upon  the  recommendation  of  fome  of  the  wifeft 
of  men,  as  to  fuppofe,  that  the  moft  falutary  efFeCIs 
might  not  be  produced  by  a difcreet  ufc  of  the  labours 
of  thofe  worthy  and  eminently  learned  perfons,  who 
have  employed  their  natural  and  acquired  powers  in 
the  ftudy  and  explanation  of  the  word  of  God.  He 

flatters 


C ) 

kington,  Lc  Clerc,  an^  Doddridge,  are  ex- 
cellent in  their  way;  but  the  circumftance, 
which  conftitutes  their  greateft  merit  in 
one  refped:,  may  perhaps  appear  to  be  no 
inconfiderable  objection  in  another:  by 

leaving  nothing  for  the  adlive  induflry  of 
their  readers  to  perform,  they  fail  in  im- 
preffing  upon  the  mind  a circumftantial 
hiftory  of  the  life  of  Jelus. 

The  author  of  thefe  papers  will  wkh 
pleafure  attend  to  the  corredling  voice  of 
every  candid  examiner  of  his  fcheme:  he 
will,  with  gratitude,  acknowledge  their  af- 
fiftancci  will  exert  every  faculty  in  his 
power,  that  his  own  continued  labours, 
improved  by  their  communications,  may 
hereafter  render  it  more  worthy  of  the 
public  approbation. 

flatters  himfelf  however,  that,  in  one  particular,  the 
method  here  propofed  has  an  advantage  peculiar  to 
itfelf.  If  other  modes  of  ftudy  be  adopted,  the  ftreams 
which  flow  from  the  facred  fountains  of  evangelical 
truth  may  poffibly  be  polluted  by  the  foul  and  im- 
poifoned  currents  of  human  inventions.  But  in  the 
fcheme  of  harmonizing  the  gofpels,  and  of  interpreting 
them  by  references  to  parallel  places,  the  waters  of  life 
will  remain  ever  pure  and  untainted  j or,  without  a 
metaphor,  we  may  be  faid  to  make  ufe  of  an  infallible 
comment  in  the  explanation  of  an  infallible  text. 

A SHORT 
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SHORT  ACCOUNT 
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THEOLOGICAL  LECTURES,  6cc: 


TO  HIS  GRACE  THE 

ARCHBISHOP  OF  CANTERBURY^ 


MY  LORD, 

The  adive  zeal  of  the  blfliop  of 
Gloucefler-f*  has  made  it  unnecefTary  for  me 
to  inform  you — that  I have  been  charged 
with  holding  opinions  of  the  moft  dan- 
gerous tendency,  opinions  which  ftrike  at 
the  very  foundations  of  religion  and  mo- 
rality : — and 

That  I have  been  reprefented  as  pro- 
feffedly  endeavouring  to  overturn  the  efta- 
blifhcd  religion  of  this  country,  by  incul- 
cating upon  the  minds  of  my  pupils  a fet 

of 
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of  dodrines,  in  oppofition  to  thofe  which 
have  received  the  fanclion'  of  ecclefiaftical 
authority. 

With  refpedl  to  the  former  part  of  the 
charge,  my  method  of  vindication  muft  be, 
folemnly  to  difavow  the  moil  material  of 
thofe  opinions,  which  have  without  foun- 
•dation  been  imputed  to  me ; and  to  de- 
clare, that,  when  properly  called  upon,  I 
am  always  ready  to  explain  my  fentiments, 
upon  any  other  points  of  dodtrine,  provided 
the  charge  lliall  be  ftated  with  any  tolerable 
degree  of  precifion. 

The  fccond  article  of  the  charge  may 
bed:  be  obviated  by  a faithful,  accurate, 
and  properly  authenticated  delineation  of 
my  method  of  inftrudtion. 

The  two  moft  material  of  thofe  opinions, 
which  I have  been  charged  with  maintain- 
ing, relate  to  the  immaculate  conception  * 
of  Tcfus,  and  the  dodtrine  of  free-will. 

With 

* The  reader  will  be  plcafed  to  recoiled,  that  thefc 
terms  have  always  hitherto  been  fuppofed  to  relate  to 
a.  controverfy  of  a very  different  kind  : however,  as 
they  conftitute  the  moft  decent  of  thofe  forms  of  ex- 
prellion,  in  which  the  calumny  was  propagated,  it  was 
thought  proper  to  retain  them. 
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XVith  refped;  to  the  firfl,  I had  no  oc- 
cafion  to  mention,  nor  do  I remember  that 
I ever  did  make  ufe  of  the  expreffion.  The 
circumftances  of  our  faviour’s  birth  natu- 
rally come  to  be  coniidered  in  my  notes 
on  the  laid  feven  verfes  of  the  firfl  chapter 
of  St.  Matthew ; and  as  I fet  out  with  the 
idea,  that  every  relation  in  the  fcripture- 
hiftory  is  ftridly  true,  it  is  impofiible  that 
I could,  with  any  conliftency,  admit  a 
doubt,  whether  the  conception  of  Jefus' 
were  fupernatural  or  not.  And,  in  fadt, 
I have  always  maintained,  and  am  in  my- 
felf  perfuaded,  that  his  conception  was  al- 
together miraculous.  I fuppofe  the  ca- 
lumny arofe  from  my  having  faid,  that  the 
account,  given  by  the  evangelifds  of  this 
conception,  could  not  with  propriety  be 
urged  by  the  apoldles,  as  a proof  of  the 
meffiahlhip  of  Jefus  ; but  that  Jefus’s  mef- 
fiahfhip  being  firft  eftablidied  by  the  proper 
evidence  of  miracles,  and  the  accomplifh- 
ment  of  other  prophecies,  the  belief  of 
his  miraculous  conception  follows  of  courfe; 
as  we  have,  in  evidence  of  this  fad,  the 
authority  of  thofe,'  whom  heaven  would 
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not  have  fupported  in  the  propagation  of  a 
falfehood.  Dr.  Clarke  in  a fermon  upon 
chriflmas-day  has  faid  the  fame. 

The  fecond  opinion,  which  I have  been 
charged  with  maintaining,  relates  to  the 
dodtrine  of  free-will.  And  here  I will  beg 
leave  to  obferve,  that  the  mention  of  this 
fubjedt  was  foreign  to  the  detign  of  thefe 
ledtures ; nor  do  I remember,  that  during 
all  the  courfes  I have  given,  I have  ever 
entered  upon  it  unlefs  once  incidentally. 
I indeed  have  always  cautioully  avoided 
fuch  fubjedls ; as  one  great  aim  of  my  lec- 
tures was  entirely  to  banifh  from  the  lludy 
of  divinity,  thofe  phyfical  and  metaphyfical 
fpeculations,  which  have  too  long  obfcured 
and  difgraced  it.  I believe  I can  unfold 
the  rife  alfo  of  this  calumny.  I have  often 
in  private  company,  with  the  freedom  of  a 
philofopher,  difcuffed  this  queftion.  I have, 
as  moderator  in  the  public  fchools,  when 
any  thefis,  which  bore  an  evident  relation 
to  this  fubjedt,  was  difputed  upon,  fre- 
quently called  the  attention  of  our  young 
men  to  this  celebrated  matter  of  debate, 
and  pofiibly  may  have  appeared  to  be  a 

little 
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little  inclined  to  the  fyflem  of  Hartley  and 
of  Locke ; but  I have  always  maintained, 
and  am  moft  ferioufly  perfuaded,  that  man 
is  a moral  agent,  in  the  ftridleft  fenfe  of 
thofe  words — that  he  is  a creature  refpon- 
fible  for  his  acflions  both  to  God  and  man ; 
a pofition,  which  I apprehend  is  fufficient 
for  all  the  purpofes  of  religion.  I am  fo 
far  from  being  lingular  in  my  opinion  upon 
this  fubjedl ; that  I have  never,  in  my 
moll  private  thoughts,  gone  beyond  what 
bilhop  Butler  has,  with  great  reputation, 
exprelTed  in  print. 

In  order  the  more  fatisfadlorily  to  anfwer 
the  fecond  part  of  the  charge,  it  may  be 
proper  to  give  a Ihort  account  of  my  own 
method  in  the  lludy  of  the  fcriptures ; as 
the  plan,  according  to  which  I proceeded 
when  gaining  information,  may  throw  fome 
light  on  the  account  I am  about  to  give  of 
my  manner  of  communicating  it. 

Upon  reading  the  preface  to  Mr.  Locke’s 
comment  upon  the  epillles,  I was  llruck 
with  his  reprefentation  of  the  advantages 
which  might  be  expelled  to  arife  from  a 
courfe  of  ftudy  upon  the  plan  he  recoin- 

c 3 mended; 


( 22  ) 

'mended } and  was  particularly  delighted 
with  the  idea  of  making  fcripture  its  own 
interpreter. 

I had  the  good  fortune  alfo  early  to  have 
conceived  an  high  opinion  of  Le  Clerc ; 
who  foon  convinced  me  of  the  expediency 
of  harmonizing  the  different  hiflories  of 
the  four  evangelifts.  . p 

My  firft  fcheme  therefore  was  to  con- 
flrinfl  for  myfelf  an  harmony  of  the  gofpels, 
by  the  affiftance  of  Macknight,  Benfon, 
Lamy,  and  Le  Clerc. 

Schmidius’s  Concordance  enabled  me  to 
put  in  execution  the  method  of  interpre- 
tation propofed  by  Mr.  Locke ; and  to 
arrive  at  fome  conception  of  the  fcripture 
phrafeology,  and  highly  figurative  language, 
which  more  or  lefs  prevails  through  every 
part  of  the  book. 

My  other  affifiiances  \vere  chiefly  feledled 
from  the  relations  of  the  mofl:  approved 
travellers  into  the  eaftern  countries,  fuch 
as  Maundrell,  Shaw,  and  Pococke,  from 
the  books  of  the  old  Teftament,  and  from 
thofc  authors,  whofe  writings  tended  to 
explain  the  rites,  ceremonies,  language, 

expedlations. 
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cxpe<5lations,  and  principles  of  all  fe(fls,  and 
parties,  in  the  gofpel  times.  ^ 

In  the  laft  place,  I availed  myfelf  of  the 
labours  of  the  moll  celebrated  commen- 
tators, with  regard  to  ail  points  of  critical 
and  grammatical  inquiry. 

With  refpedt  to  opinions.,  previoufly  to 
my  courfe  of  critical  inquiry  into  the  word 
of  God,  I endeavoured  to  obliterate  all  pre- 
diledlion  in  favour  of  thofe,  which  I had 
before  admitted  without  due  examination ; 
thofe  dodtrines,  fpeculative  or  pradfical, 
which  now  appear  to  me  in  the  light  of 
gofpel  verities,  I permitted  to  arife,  as 
natural  and  unbidden  confequences  from 
the  general  courfe  of  my  reading  in  the 
fcripturcs. 

As  it  appeared  abfurd  to  fuppofe,  that 
the  fame  paffage  could  in  fad  admit  of 
various  fenfes,  I was  contented  when  I had 
found  that  one,  which,  from  the  con- 
fideration  of  its  connexion  with  the  other 
parts  of  the  difeourfe,  appeared  to  be  the 
meaning  of  the  fpeaker,  and,  confequently, 
teemed  to  be  that  very  fenfe,  in  which  he 
would  have  willted  to  be  underftood. 

c 4 
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I refleded,  that  from  the  circumftanccs 
of  this  revelation  — from  the  dehgn  in- 
cluding as  its  objed:  all  mankind — from 
the  charadter  and  condudt  of  the  perfons 
preaching  it,  it  could  not  be  the  intention 
of  the  facred  writers  to  be  unintelligible 
in  any  inftance  whatfoever ; but,  on  the 
contrary,  I concluded,  that  it  was  their 
defign  to  exprefs  whatever  points  of  doc- 
trine were  neceffary  for  us  to  know,  in 
the  fimpleft,  plaincft  terms ; and  that,  if 
they  could  have  chofen  a mode  of  fpeaking, 
more  likely  to  be  underftood  by  the  per- 
fons to  whom  they  addrefled  themfelves, 
they  would  certainly  have  ufed  it. 

I therefore  fat  down  to  this  fudy  with 
a full  perfuafon,  that  I lliould  find  no 
difficulties,  except  fuch,  as  might  natu- 
rally be  expedted  to  be  met  with  in  the 
hlfory  of  tranfadlions,  wherein  the  adlors 
are  fo  differenced  from  us,  in  the  circum- 
ffances  of  fituation,  climate,  cuftoms,  lan- 
guage, and  laws. 

Upon  experience,  I found  that  I was  not 
miflaken;  and  it  appeared  to  require  no- 
thing more  than  common  induftry  and 

honefty. 
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honefty,  together  with  a tolerable  fharc  of 
underftanding,  in  order  fully  to  compre- 
hend, whatever  is  of  importance  for  us  to 
know,  of  thofe  matters,  which  are  con- 
tained in  the  word  of  God. 

In  this  manner,  I employed  fome  years 
of  inceffant  ftudy,  upon  the  fcriptures  of 
the  old  and  new  Teflament.  I have  from 
thence  deduced  a fyftem  of  faith  and  prac- 
tice ; I have  eftablhhed  myfelf  in  the  full 
alTurance  of  the  truth  and  importance  of 
revelation. 

The  fatisfadtion  I received  from  a critical 
inquiry  into  the  original  records  of  our 
faith,  and  the  dehre  I have  to  be  ufeful  in 
my  generation,  joined  with  fome  lefs  dif- 
interefted  though  not  diflionourable  mo- 
tives, have  induced  me  to  offer  myaflifl:- 
ance  to  others  in  the  fame  purfuit. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  employment,  I 
have  not  been  anxioufly  defrous  to  in- 
culcate the  fame  fyflem  of  faith  and  prac- 
tice, which  appeared  to  me  to  be  moPc 
reafonable.  I have  rather  made  it  my  en- 
deavour, that  thofe  gentlemen,  who  fa- 
voured me  with  their  attendance,  fhould  be 

provided 
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provided  with  proper  materials  for  ftriking' 
out  a lyftem  of  faith  and  pradlice  for  them- 
felves.  And  to  this  end,  I exhorted  them 
to  ftudy  the  fcriptures  with  the  fame  in- 
duftry,  and  freedom  from  prejudices  of 
every  fort,  which  I am  confcious  of  having 
cxercifed  in  my  own  inquiries. 

If  the  confequence  has  been,  that  the 
train  of  ideas,  arifing  in  the  minds  of  my 
pupils  from  fuch  an  inquiry — that  the  con- 
clufions  drawn  from  fuch  a review,  do  not 
agree  in  every  inftance  with  what  the  fame 
fcriptures  feemed  to  fuggeft  in  the  time  of 
our  great  reformers ; the  fadt  may  be  ac- 
counted for  from  the  fuperior  advantages, 
which  the  prefen  t age  may  draw  from  the 
labours  of  many  learned  men,  who  have 
arifen  fince  that  period ; and  from  a va- 
riety of  other  fources,  which  muff  crowd 
upon  the  mind  of  every  candid  thinking 
perfon,  without  having  recourfe  to  the 
odious  and  groundlefs  fuppofition  of  my 
profelfcdly  inculcating  a fet  of  opinions, 
in  oppofition  to  the  doctrines  of  the  efta- 
blifhed  church. 


EXPL 
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explanation  of  my  method. 

The  paper  publiflied  in  the  univerfity* 
with  the  intire  confent,  and  approbation 
of  the  vice-chancellor,  was  to  the  follow- 
ing effedt. 

‘‘  On  Monday,  21  Nov.  1768,  will  begin 
a courfe  of  ledtures,  critical  and  explana- 
tory, on  the  four  gofpels,  by  the  reverend 
Mr.  Jebb.” 

To  thefe  propofals  I have  fleadily  ad- 
hered. 

My  INTRODUCTORY  LECTURE  COnfifls 
chiefly  of  the  following  heads.  Obfer- 
vations  on  the  ftate  of  the  text — hiftory  of 
the  mofl:  remarkable  manufcripts  now  in 
being — ufe  of  verflons,  and  writings  of  the 
fathers  in  fettling  the  greek  text-vupon 
the  divifion  into  chapters — into  verfes — of 
the  rife  and  benefit  of  concordances — « 
Stephens — Schmidius.  Of  the  name  hocQyixyi 
■ — which  always  flgnifies  covenant,  though 
often  improperly  tranflated  tefliament — the 
nature  and  ceremonies  of  fome  ancient 
covenants  explained. — AiccQyjiCTi  Hands  for 
the  covenant  with  Noah,  Genefis  vi.  18. 

Septuag, 
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Scptuag. — with  Abraham,  Gen.  xv.  i8. 

' — with  Ifrael,  Exod.  xxiv.  8.  — for  the 
covenant  between  God  and  man  in  Chrift, 
Matt.  xxvi.  28. — Heb.  ix.  17.  explained 
according  to  the  fame  idea — fcripture  fenfe 
of  the  word  f/,ug-‘^ptov — diort  account  of  the 
writers  of  the  gofpel,  and  in  what  indances 
jnfpired. 


THE  SECOND  LECTURE. 

The  genealogies  in  Matthew  and  Luke 
compared — the  former  the  genealogy  of 
Jofeph,  the  latter  proved  to  be  that  of 
Mary. — probable  reafons  for  the  infertion 
of  Jofeph’s  genealogy. — explanation  of  the 
name  with  notes  critical  and  expla- 
natory on  the  words  — SiKoctog — 

^tiyfA,XTi<rxi  — (TucTii  — ’srvsv^XTog  — £7T/£r;ciacre;, 

&C.  in  the  i8th,  19th,  20th,  and  2iftverfes 
of  the  firft  chapter  of  St.  Matthew ; and  in 
the  firft  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  from  the 
?6th  to  the  29th  verfe. 


THE  THIRD  LECTURE. 

Obfervations  on  the  method  of  quoting 
the  old  Teftament  by  the  writers  of  the 

new. 


( 29  ) 

— critical  and  explanatory  notes  on 
the  words  Iva.  TtrXyj^aQvjy  in  the  four 

laft  verfes  of  Matthew  the  ift. — expla- 
nation of  the  feventh,  and  of  part  of  the 
eighth  chapter  of  Ifaiah,  introduced  in 
notes  upon  the  word 

THE  FOURTH  LECTURE. 

Critical  and  explanatory  notes  on  the 
words  re;y^9Big,  ag-e^x, 

c 

'ar^oczvvY^a'xif  '/iyt^o(riVf  7ir^o(ryjvey}cxv, 

&c.  in  the  firft  eleven  verfes  of  the  fecond 
chapter  of  St.  Matthew. 

This  method  is  purfued  through  every 
verfe  of  the  twenty  eight  chapters  of  St. 
Matthew — the  fird;  and  fecond  chapters  of 
St.  Luke — the  fird,  third,  dxth,  and  feven- 
teenth  chapters  of  St.  John ; and  of  fuch 
other  fmaller  feleded  portions  of  the 
gofpels,  as  feemed  mod  to  dand  in  need 
of  illudration.  My  whole  courfe  conlids 
of  eight  and  forty  leflures ; of  thefe,  the 
fird  forty  chiefly  contain  critical  expofltions 
of  the  mod  remarkable  paflages  in  the 
aforefaid  chapters.  The  flx  next  in  order 
contain  the  mod  important  fpeculative  and 

prac- 
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pradHcal  inferences,  deduced,  by  what  ap- 
pears to  me  a juft  analyfis,  from  the  parts 
of  the  gofpels  commented  upon  in  the  pre- 
ceding lectures.  The  courfe  clofes  with  two 
ledlures  on  the  fifteenth  chapter  of  the  firft' 
epiflle  to  the  Corinthians  : in  which,  every 
verfe  is  paraphrafed  and  commented  upon ; 
the  expectations  of  mankind,  relating  to  a 
future  ftate,  as  deducible  from  the  light 
of  nature,  are  inquired  into ; the  deficiency 
of  the  ancient  dodtrine,  in  point  of  univer- 
fality  and  evidence,  when  compared  with 
the  chriflian’s  hope,  is  particularly  pointed 
out;  and  that  hope  is  placed  upon  its  juft 
and  only  proper  foundation,  the  resur- 
rection OF  Jesus. 

This  is  the  courfe  purfued,  while  the 
gentlemen  are  with  me;  the  method  of 
ftudying,  recommended  to  be  praClifed  by 
themfelves  in  private,  ftill  remains  to  be 
deferibed. 

A paper,  of  which  the  annexed  table  is" 
a fpecimen,  is  given  every  day  to  each : 
the  ufe  they  make  of  it  is  as  follows.  They 
read  in  the  greek  Teftament,  explained  by 
Dr.  Clarke  s,  or  any  other  approved  para- 
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phrafe,  the  three  firll  verfes  of  Matthew  Illj 
the  four  firll  verfes  of  Mark  I,  the  fix  firft 
verfes  of  Luke  III,  and  the  fixth,  feventh, 
and  eighth  verfes  of  the  ift  chapter  of  St. 
John.  They  confider  thefe  as  the  accounts 
given  by  four  different  perfons  of  the  fame 
tranfadtion. 


1 

Matt. 

Mark 

Luke 

John 

III. 

I. 

111. 

I. 

I—  4 

I—  5 

I—  7 

6—  9 

4—  5 

6—  7 

- 

5—  7 

5—  6 

7— II 

7 — 10 
10—15 
15—16 

II— 13 

7—  9 

16 — 18 

13—16 

9 — 10 

16 — . 

10 — 12 

21—23 

. 15— >6 

From  thefe  four  accounts  they  form  one 
paragraph,  which  they  fet  down  upon  a 

ruled 
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ruled  Ilieet  of  paper  in  fomewhat  of  thd 
following  manner. 


‘ In  conformity  to  the 
ancient  prophecies,  and 
authorized  by  an  exprefs 
revelation, John  the  bap- 
tift  appears  in  the  wil- 
dernefs  of  Judea, preach- 
ing repentance,  and  pro- 
claiming the  approach 
of  the  meffiah’s  king- 
dom.’ — — — 


Matt.  1 

Mark  1 Luke 

John 

III. 

I. 

111. 

I. 

I—  4 

I—  5 

I—  7 

6-  9 

'They  then  proceed  to  the  fecond  line  of 
my  paper — form  the  contents  of  that  line 
into  a fecond  paragraph,  which  they  tran- 
fcribe  into  the  ruled  fheet  of  paper,  as  be- 
fore, with  the  references  at  the  end  of  the 
laft  line  of  their  account.  From  thence 
they  go  forward  to  the  third  line  ^ and  fo 
on  till  the  whole  be  finillied,  confifting  of 
as  many  paragraphs,  as  there  are  lines  of 
references.  This  employment  generally  re- 
quires two  hours  each  day,  in  order  to  its 
being  completed  in  the  proper  manner. 
They  each  receive  about  forty  four  of  thefe 
papers  the  contents  of  which,  drawn  out 
at  length,  give  an  intire  hiftory  (confifHng 

fome- 
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fometimes  of  many  folio  pages)  of  the  life 
and  doctrines  of  Jefas,  in  their  own  words. 
The  execution  of  this  plan,  over  and  above 
the  immediate  advantage  arifing  from  the 
acquaintance,  which  it  produces  with  all 
the  circumftailces  of  importance  contained 
in  the  gofpels,  may  alfo  be  converted  to 
many  other  ufeful  purpofes  in  the  future 
courfe  of  their  reading.  If  any  doubts  oc- 
cur, relating  to  the  propriety  of  the  Order 
t)f  events  obferved  in  my  Harmony,  they 
are  propofed,  and  confidered,  in  the  ledture 
iof  the  fucceeding  day. 

They  alfo  take  down  thofe  references  to 
texts  of  fcripture,  which  relate  to  the  words 
commented  upon,  while  they  are  with  me. 
Thefe  they  dilate  into  notes,  and  obfer- 
vations  of  their  own  : which  I recommend 
to  be  tranfcribed  into  an  interleaved  tefla- 
ment.  This  laft  employment  fometimes 
engages  their  attention  for  two  hours  more 
each  day. 

Thefe  engagements,  together  with  the 
time  they  are  with  me,  frequently  amount 
to  near  fix  hours  a day,  employed  in  adlual 
ftudy  of  the  fcriptures. 
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If  any  difficulty  arifes,  in  their  refearchesy 
in  one  evangelift,  I advife  them  firfl  to- 
inquire,  by  the  help  of  their  harmony^ 
whether  another  evangelift  has  not  treated 
upon  the  fame  fubjedl ; and  if  fo,  to  make 
ufe  of  them  as  mutual  interpreters  of  each 
other.  If  the  difficulty  hill  remains,  I 
- advife  them  to  confult  a concordance;  and 
diligently  to  inveftigate  the  fenfes  in  which 
the  word,  or  combination  of  words,  is  un- 
derftood  in  other  parts  of  fcripture.  If 
they  are  not  yet  fatisfied,  (as  fome  rite  or 
cuflom  may  be  alluded  to,)  I refer  them 
to  Jofephus,  Philo,  Lightfoot,  or  fuch 
other  books,  both  ancient  and  modern, 
which  treat  of  jewifh  laws  and  cuftoms ; 
and  as  their  laft  refource,  they  are  directed 
to  the  commentators,  or  to  Poole’s  fynophs^ 
but  I advife,  that  thefe  fhould  not  be  con- 
fulted,  until  they  have  attempted,  and 
found  fruitlefs  every  other  method  of  inter- 
pretation. 

In  the  confideration  of  thofe  texts,  which 
have  been  brought  in  proof  of  certain 
dodtrines,  I do  not  depart  from  my  printed 
pFopofals,  either  profelTedly  to  controvert^ 


'try- 
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or  defend  thofe  do(5lrines  : I endeavour  to 
inveltigate  the  plain,  the  natural  meaning 
of  the  palTages  which  lie  before  us : and 
as  I am  perfuaded,  that  each  expreflion  of 
the  evangelid;  has  an  interpretation  appro- 
priated to  itfelf  alone,  I contend,  that,  if 
the  fenfe  which  I point  out  be  juft,  all 
other  fenfes  muft  be  either  falfe,  or  nothing 
to  the  purpofe.  However,  in  important 
cafes,  I am  careful  to  obTerve,  that  many- 
worthy  perfons  of  the  greateft  name  have 
been  of  a different  opinion  from  myfelf. 
I recommend  the  approved  rules  of  found 
criticifm  as  the  fafeft  guides : I urge  the 
neceffity  of  guarding  againft  the  fallies  of 
imagination — the  affedtation  of  ftngularity 
— the  reftlefs  deftre  of  debate  j and  point 
out  the  advantages  of,  and  the  moft  likely 
means  of  attaining,  a fober  judgment : 
and,  as  the  beft  fecurity  againft  the  dangeV 
of  a perpetual  uncertainty  and  a fatal  fcep- 
ticifm,  I recommend  a ftate  of  temporary 
fufpence ; till  all  the  proper  helps  and  ar- 
guments are  colledled,  and  confidered  with 
an  impartiality  and  diligence,  proportioned 
to  the  importance  of  the  fubjedl.  I obferve 
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to  them,  that  I,  who  am  no  more  than  ai 
iingle  perfon  in  the  contr9verfy,  have  but  a 
fingle  voice  in  its  decifion ; yet,  as  born  to 
the  ufe  of  reafoil  and  to  the  enjoyment  of 
religious  liberty,  I claim  the  right  of  pri- 
vate judgment.  And,  as  I would  not 
trefpafs  on  the  freedom  of  inquiry  in  ano- 
ther, I only  requefl  the  fame  indulgence 
for  myfelf.  More  than  this,  cannot  be 
expedted  from  a ledluret  upon  'the  gofpels, 
by  the  moil:  zealous  advocate  for  eftablilhed 
notions:  lefs  cannot  be  done  by  a faithful 
expounder  of  the  fcriptures. 

From  the  account  here  given  of  my  lec- 
tures, it  will  doubtlefs  appear ; that  I have 
not  made  it  profeffedly  my  aim  to  fhew  the 
confonancy  of  our  articles  with  the  words 
and  fenfe  of  fcripture.  But  I truft,  it  will 
be  apparent,  that  I have  endeavoured  to  do 
morej  that  I have  laboured  to  explain— 
eflablifli — and  recommend  to  the  love  and 
efteem  of  youth,  that  complete,  that  glori- 
ous fyflem  of  faith  and  morals,  which  is 
the  only  proper  foundation  of  every  church 
in  chriftendom.  In  a word,  I have  endea- 
voured carefully  to  explore  the  fenfe  of  the 

fcriptures. 
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ibriptures,  by  availing  myfelf  of  thofe  aflifl:- 
ances,  which  the  wife  and  learned  in  every 
age  have  declared  to  be  the  moft  likely  means 
of  attaining  to  the  knowledge  of  their  con- 
tentSj  and  have  honeftly  communicated  to 
all,  who  have  honoured  me  with  their  at- 
tendance, the  fame  means  of  information, 
which  I have  found  to  be  of  fervice  in  my 
own  cafe.  At  the  clofe  of  my  ledures, 
I give  a plan  for  reading  the  remaining 
parts  of  the  new  Tedament : I recommend 
the  fame  mode  of  procedure  in  the  ads  and 
the epiflles,  asfarasitcan  be  applied,  which 
I purfued  in  the  gofpels : and,  as  affiftances, 
advife  the  perufal  of  thofe  authors,  who 
have  fo  happily  completed  the  fcheme  of 
IVIr.  Locke. ^ 

D 3 Upon 

* The  authors  here  alluded  to  are,  Taylor,  Benfon, 
Hallett,  Peirce,  and  Sykes.  The  Hlftory  of  the  plant- 
ing of  chriftianlty  by  Benfon,  may  be  perufed  with 
great  advantage,  while  the  ftudent  is  engaged  in  read- 
ing the  acts  of  the  apoftles.  Every  work  of  Taylor 
is  highly  to  be  efteemed ; his  Paraphrafc  and  comment 
upon  the  Romans  is  invaluable.  Sykes  is  eminently 
ufeful  on  the  Hebrews:  and  Lowman  has  given  us  an 
excellent  comment  upon  the  Revelation  of  St.  John. 

With  rcfpcdl  to  the  external  evidences  of  chriftianity, 
it  may  be  oblervcd,  that  the  works  of  the  very  learned 

and 
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Upon  every  opportunity,  I take  occafion 
to  obferve,  that  the  great  ends  of  religion 
are,  to  generate  right  affedtions — to  regulate 
the  pradtife — to  reform  the  heart — to  in- 
fpire  us  with  worthy  notions  of  the  Al- 
mighty, and  with  love  to  God  and  man. 
I exhort  and  encourage  all  my  younger 
hearers  to  proceed  with  diligence  and 
alacrity  in  thefe  ufeful  ftudies ; by  repre- 
fenting  to  them,  that  it  is  the  duty  of  us 
all,  each  for  himfelf,  to  inquire  into  the 
word  of  God,  as  far  as  his  abilities,  and 
neceffary  occupations  will  allow.  I recom- 
mend to  them  an  attention  to  reafon,  and 
to  argument,  on  whatever  lide  or  party 
found.  And  I labour  to  perfuade  them, 

that 
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and  ingenious  Dr.  Lardner  are  calculated  to  produce 
a firm  pei  fuafion  of  the  truth  of  thofe  hiftorical  fafts, 
which  form  the  foundation  of  the  chriftian  inftitution: 
and  that  the  incomparable  treatife  upon  miracles,  lately 
publifhed  by  the  truly  refpedlable  Mr.  Farmer,  cannot 
be  read  without  fame  good  effect  by  the  moft  deter- 
mined adverfary  to  revelation.  Ofvvald’s  appeal  to 
common  fjnfe  in  belialf  of  religion,  and  Beattie  upori 
the  immutability  of  truth,  have  an  immediate  tendency 
to  promote  that  rational  conviction,  which  evidences 
itfelf  by  its  effedts  on  the  life  and  converfation  of  the 
true  believer. 
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that  whatever  opinions  they  may  embrace, 
in  conleqaence  of  an  honeft,  humble,  dili- 
gent, and  impartial,  ftudy  of  the  fcripture, 
Ihould  they  be  erroneous,  they  will  not  in 
them  be  attended  with  the  general  guilt  of 
error. 

Thus  I have  unfolded  with  great  truth, 
and  fincerity,  the  whole  of  my  procefs  in 
thefe  lectures.  I Ihould  be  happy  in  the 
approbation  of  the  friends  of  reafon  and 
religion  ; and  it  has  given  me  pain  to  find, 
that  fome  juftly  refpedlable  charadlers  have 
conceived  of  me  as  an  enemy  to  both. 

N.  B.  The  original  paper,  as  far  as  relates 
to  the  explanation  of  the  author’s  plan, 
was  attefted  as  an  accurate  delineation  of 
his  method,  by  the  fignatures  of  fix  gen- 
tlemen of  eftablifhed  charader  and  con- 
fiderable  {landing  in  the  univerfity,  who 
had  honoured  thefe  lectures  with  their 
jittendance. 
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advertisement, 


In  the  middle  of  November,  177.1,  the  folr 
lowing  letter  appeared  in  the  White-hall 
Evening-poft. 

The  oppofition,  which  a certain  lec- 
turer in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge  has 
met  with  for  three  years  paft,  is  of  fo  ex- 
traordinary a nature,  that  many  perfons  arc 
(leiirous  of  feeing  it  accounted  for,  upon 
principles  confiftent  with  ftrid:  proteftan- 
tifm,  or  even  with  common  equity.  It  does 
not  appear,  from  any  evidences  afforded 
eitherto  the  uriiverlity  or  the  public,"^  that 

the 


* Three  fermons  preached  by  the  rev.  Dr.  Samuel 
Hallifax  in  the  univerfity  church,  have  been  publiflied 
at  the  requeft  of  the  vice-chancellor,  and  fome  of  the 
heads  of  colleges,  fipce  the  infertion  of  this  expoftula- 
tory  addrefs  in  the  public  papers.  In  thefe  difcourfes 
are  contained  fome  expreffions,  which  have  been  fup- 
pofed  to  infinuate  a charge,  that  the  ledlurer  hath  de- 
parted from  the  facred  line  of  duty,  in  the  execution  of 
his  defign  : but  as  the  neceflary  evidence,  has  not  as  yet 
be^n  la;d  before  the  univerfity,  or  the  public,  the  lec- 
turer thinks,  that  notvvithftanding  the  dodlor’s  publica- 

don.. 


( 41  ) 

the  Icdurer  has,  in  a fingle  inftance,  de^ 
viated  from  his  original  propofals,  during 
the  courfe  of  his  reading  critical  and  ex- 
planatory lectures  upon  the  gofpels.  Th^ 
public  are  in  poffedion  of  his  plan;  and  a 
perfon  of  high  dignity  in  the  church,  of  an 
attefted  paper,  fignifying  the  led^:urer’s  faithr 
ful  execution  of  that  plan. 

The  following  queries  are  therefore  fub- 

mitted 

tion,  he  is  authorifed  to  retain  the  mode  of  expreiHon. 
adopted  in  the  advertifement.  The  doctor  has  thought 
proper  to  point  out  the  rev.  Dr.  Prieftley,  without  any 
ambiguities,  as  an  object  of  his  reprehenfion ; fliould 
he,  in  fome  future  edition  of  his  fermons,  condefcend 
to  honour  the  ledturer  with  a fimilar  kind  of  notice; 
fhould  he,  at  any  time,  difclaiming  the  ungenerous 
artifices  of  a difguifed  adverfary,  and  with  the  fpirit  of 
a real  friend  to  the  interefts  of  religion,  diredtiy  and 
explicitly  apply  the  accufation  of  ufing  undue  arts  to 
miflead  the  rifing  generation,  to  the  ledturer’s  charac- 
ter and  condudt,  and  attempt  to  fupport  it  by  the 
proper  evidences,  a diredt  and  circumftantial  anfwer 
will  immediately  be  returned  to  his  charge. 

[ No  notice  was  taken  by  Dr.  Hallifax  of  this  open 
and  manly  engagement  of  the  ledfurer  to  defend  him- 
felf  againfl:  the  malignant  and  invidious  defigns  of 
his  adverfaries,  who  continued  to  throw  their  mif- 
phievous  fhafts  in  every  fhape, — without  rcmorfe  or 
ftiame.  } 
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mitted  to  the  coiilideration  of  the  perfons 
concerned. 

1.  What  arguments  can  be  urged  to 
prove,  that  the  lecturer  fhould  not  be  per- 
mitted to  proceed,  abfolutely  unmolefted, 
in  the  execution  of  his  defign,  as  expreffed 
in  his  propofals  ? 

2.  Have  not  many  young  gentlemen  of 
the  iiniverfity  been  dehorted  and  difcou- 
raged  from  attending  the  ledurer ; and 
hath  not  this  very  lately  been  the  cafe  in 
colleges,  -wherein  there  is  no  opportunity 
of  feeking  elfe where  for  inftrudion  ? 

3.  Hath  not  the  ledurer  declared,  both 
by  letter,  and  in  perfon,  to  feveral  dignita- 
ries in  the  church,  that  he  will  delifi:  from 
reading  ledures  himfeif  in  the  univerfity, 
provided  a regular  courfe  of  ledures  in 
the  gofpels  Ihould  be  read,  once  each  year, 
in  every  college,  by  the  perfons  to  whofe 
department  fuch  duty  more  immediately 
belongs.? 

4.  Hath  he  not,  at  the  fame  time  that 
he  exculpates  the  tutors  of  the  univerfity, 
with  refped  to  an  omilfion,  fo  often  pa- 
thetically lamented,  pointed  out  to  perfons 

of 
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of  authority  and  influence,  the  original 
fountain  of  the  evil,  and  the  proper  method 
of  removing  it  ? 

5.  Hath  any  fatisfadory  anfwer  been  re^ 
turned  to  fuch  remonflrances? 

To  thefe  queries,  the  lecturer  now  begs 
leave  to  fubjoin  the  following  declaration. 

As  he  is  fully  fatisfied,  that  an  attempt 
to  revive  the  languifhing  ftudy  of  the 
lacred  writings  in  one  of  the  moft  cele- 
brated univerflties  in  Europe  is  an  under- 
taking deferving  of  all  encouragement } he 
is  perfuaded,  that  his  efforts,  though  op- 
pofed  by  the  whole  force  of  the  fpiritual 
powers,  wdl^in  due  time  ’ be  attended 
with  fuccefs.  fie  therefore  declares  it 
m be  his  fixed  intention,  calmly  to  purfue 
his  determined  courfe,  regardlefs  of  the 
menaces  of  that  interefled  oppofition,  which 
would  fhake  him  from  his  purpofe;  but  at 
the  fame  time,  adluated  with  a fincere  de- 
fire  to  remove  the  prejudices  of  every 
worthy  man,  who  may  have  mifconceived 
of  his  defign-  And,  that  as  with  refpedl 
to  matters  of  fmaller  importance,  hi's  tem- 
|>cr  is  naturally  open  and  unrefcrved ; fo 
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in  an'  affair  of  fuch  high  concernment  as 
religion,  it  is  probable  he  will  always,  dur- 
ing the  courfe  of  his  public  labours  in  the 
gofpel,  declare  what  appears  to  him  to  be 
the  truth  of  God,  without  any  apprehenfion 
of  the  refentment  of  man.  Yet,  that  he 
may  not  appear  obftinately  attached  to  any 
one  particular  mode  of  inftrudtion,  or  be 
fufpedted  of  being  in  the  leaft  degree  dif- 
pofed  to  aim  at  eftabliihing,  by  undue  arts, 
any  favourite  opinions  of  his  own,  in  the 
place  of  thofe  which  have  received  the 
fandlion  of  law ; he  now  publicly  and  with 
all  folemnity  declares,  that  whenever  cri-t 

TICAL  AND  EXPLANATORY  LECTURES 
ON  THE  GOSPELS,  Continued  daily  for  the 
courfe  of  feven  fucceffive  weeks,  ^ fhall  be 
annually  read  in  each  fociety,  at  any  feafon  ‘f- 

which 

* This  appears  to  the  author  to  be  the  leaft  portion 
of  time,  in  which  fuch  a defign  can  be  effectually  exe- 
cuted ; his  reafons  are  founded  upon  his  own  ex- 
perience and  practice,  as  delivered  in  the  preceding 
pages  of  this  book. 

t The  proper  feafon  for  the  execution  of  that  plan 
of  ledures,  which  is  here  recommended,  muft  be  de- 
termined in  a great  meafure  upon  a confideration  of  tl>e 

different 
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which  fliall  be  judged  mofh  proper,  he  will 
placidly  relign  his  prefent  laborious  office 
and  employrrient  into  the  hands  of  abler 

and 

different  views  of  the  ftudents  who  refort  to  us  for  in- 
ftrucSHon. 

The  ftudents  at  our  univerfities  may  be  claffed  with 
propriety  into  various  divifions,  according  to  their  rank; 
and  expectations,  their  abilities  and  Handing  ; but  at 
prefent  we  will  confider  them  either  in  the  light  of 
perfons,  who  are  intended  to  be  trained  up  in  fuch  a 
courfe  of  academical  learning,  as  may  qualify  them  for 
the  due  difcharge  of  the  facred  functions  of  the  mi- 
niftry ; or  fuppofe  them  to  be  fent  thither,  in  order 
that  they  may  imbibe  that  liberal  fpirit,  and  be  con- 
firmed in  thofe  habits  of  juft  reafoning,  which  are  the 
natural  confequences  of  an  early  acquaintance  with  the 
fciences,  and  are  equally  an  ornament  and  advantage 
in  every  rank  and  profeflion  of  life. 

As  the  ftudents  of  the  latter  clafs  frequently 
leave  us  before  they  have  accomplifhed  the  refidence 
required  for  the  firft  academical  degree  ; the  feafon  of 
religious  inftruftion,  might,  in  their  cafe,  with  propriety 
be  fixed  at  fome  time,  near  the  clofe  of  the  fecond  year 
from  their  admifTion. 

It  cannot  be  fuppofed,  that  our  youth,  however  in- 
dependent may  be  their  fituation,  however  elevated 
their  profpefts,  will  be  averfe  from  purfuing  any  courfe 
of  ftudy,  which  comes  recommended  to  them  by  pro- 
per authority  or  advice.  But  a queftion  may  arife, 
whether  fuch  an  inftitution  would  redound  to  the  ad- 
vantage 
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and  lefs  exceptionable  men  or,  in  other 
words,  when  he  fliall  have  fiicceeded  in  his 

defign 


vantage  of  the  ftudeilt  himfelf,  or  be  conformable  to 
the  intentions  of  thofc,  who,  by  nature  or  pofitive  ap- 
pointment, are  intrufted  with  his  education.  He  is 
fent  to  thefe  feminaries,  it  may  be  faid,  not  with  a de- 
fign, that  he  fhould  employ  his  moft  valuable  hours  in 
the  inveftigation  of  the  abftrufer  points  of  theological 
controverfy;  but  rather  with  a view  to  acquire  that 
general  kind  of  knowledge,  which  may  prepare  him  for 
an  able  and  honourable  difeharge  of  his  duty,  whatever 
be  the  ftation  in  which  he  may  be  hereafter  placed. 

As  this  is  an  objection,  which  may  poflibly  be  efteem- 
ed  of  weight  j we  will  conftder  it  with  fome  degree  of 
attention  : 

It  will  conduce  much  to  the  fettling  of  this  matter, 
if  we  begin  with  a proper  idea  of  the  queftion  itfelf.  It 
may  be  ftated  as  follows.  Whether  it  be  prudent  or 
defireable,  that  the  noble  and  ingenuous  youth,  who  re- 
fort to  us  for  inftrudiion  in  thofe  various  kinds  of  know- 
ledge which  are  taught  in  thefe  feminaries  of  ufeful 
learning,  Ihould  be  alfo  principled  in  that  religion, 
which  was  revealed  from  heaven  — in  that  religion, 
which  is  eftablifhed  by  fandlions,  that  form  a part  of 
the  political  inftitutions  of  their  country — in  that  re- 
ligion, which  if  profelTed  and  pradlifcd  in  its  primaeval 
purity,  would,  excluftvely  of  its  mure  important  con- 
fequences  hereafter  to  individuals,  be  productive  of 
fecurity,  tranquility,  and  happinefs,  to  all  communi- 
ties of  men. 
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defign  of  eftedually  calling  forth  the  la- 
bours of  others,  he  will  ceafe  from  his  own. 

It  is  hoped,  for  the  honour  of  our  nobility — for  the 
honour  of  our  cominonalty  — for  the  honour  of  our 
clergy, — and  more  particularly  for  the  honour  of  our 
iiniverfities,  that  there  are  not  many,  even  in  thefe 
times,  who  would  chufe  openly  to  intimate  a doubt, 
whether  religion  (which,  after  all  that  the  philofophers 
and  moralifts  have  faid  with  refpect  to  its  uncertainties 
and  corruptions,  has  an  undoubted  claim  to  be  the  guide 
of  human  life)  fhould  be  inlHlled  into  the  minds  of 
youth,  before  the  important  feene  of  adlion  commences, 
which  calls  for  its  efteefts  in  the  performance  of  every 
juft  and  honourable  deed. 

If  there  be  any  who  fhall  aflert,  that  an  early  ac- 
quaintance with  the  rudiments  of  the  chriftian  faith 

that  an  education,  which  tends  to  imprint  upon  the 
yielding  mind  the  falutary  dodlrines  of  the  gofpel,  is 
not  an  objeft  worthy  of  academical  attention  j they 
muft  be  ftrangers  to  that  faith,  and  miftake  for  religion 
pure  and  undefiled,  that  motley  mixture  of  fuperftition 
and  enthufiafm,  which  has  fo  long  ufurped  its  venerable 
name.  Too  often  indeed,  has  her  fair  and  fpotlefs 
form  been  confounded  with  the  offspring  of  political 
invention;  with  the  reproach  of  priefthood;  with  the 
dread  of  fools:  but  true  religion,  though  it  confirms  the 
fubjedl  in  obedience  to  the  magiftrate,  is  not  the 
offspring  of  political  device;  though  it  teaches  the 
creature  to  bow  down  with  humbleft  reverence  in  the 
houfe  of  prayer,  is  not  the  invention  of  the  interefted 
prieft;  though  it  frequently  alarms  the  minds  of  mortal 
men  with  fupernumerary  horrors,  is  not  the  child  of 
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fantafHc  fuperftitlon,  nor  ingendered  by  wild  enthufiafrfi 
or  the  daemon  of  defpair. 

In  the  circles  of  the  gay  and  thougthlefs,  religion  is 
too  often  treated  with  averfion  or  contempt;  but  in- 
jurioufly  and  ungratefully  do  they  refleft  upon  this  laft 
beft  gift  of  God  to  man,  when  they  reprefent  her  as  a 
friend  to  gloom  and  melancholy,  an  enemy  to  focial 
joy.  Whereas  the  countenance  of  true  religion  is 
always  placid  and  ferene  ; fhc  poureth  forth  the  choiceft 
blelTings  of  the  Almighty  upon  man,  and  arms  our 
fouls  with  patience,  faith,  and  holy  hope.  “ Her  ways 
are  ways  of  pleafantnefs,  and  all  her  paths  are  peace.” 

But  in  order  that  we  may  place  in  the  moft  ftriking 
point  of  view,  the  necelTity  of  fuch  an  inftitution,  as 
we  have  been  now  contending  for;  let  us  endeavour 
more  fully  to  delineate  the  intrinfic  excellence,  and  be- 
neficial tendences  of  that  religious  fyftem,  which,  from 
an  entire  convidlion  of  its  general  utility  and  celeftial 
original,  we  earneftly  and  with  confidence  recommend 
to  the  ferious  attention  of  the  britifh  youth. 

The  voice  then  of  true  religion  firfl  calls  upon  us  to 
look  round  upon  the  face  of  that  earth,  which  is  our 
prefent  habitation.  She  points  to  the  wonderful  care 
of  nature  in  the  formation  of  every  plant  and  flower, 
which  diverfifies  its  furface.  She  fuggefts  to  us  the 
contemplation  of  the  ftill  more  numerous  ufes,  for  which 
each  plant  and  flower  fprings  up,  and  withers,  and 
decays.  How  each  contributes  to  the  being  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  innumerable  fpecies  of  living  creatures, 
with  which  every  element  is  filled  ; how  each  and  all 
conduce  to  the  fatisfaclion  of  nature’s  fairefl:  produce, 
the  rational  mind;  and  finally  leads  us  to  conclude, 
that  thefe  infinitely  varied  objedlsof  fight,  of  fmell,  and 
touch,  are  not  the  eftedl  of  wayward  chance;  but  owe 

their 
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their  origin  to  one  almighty  ever-living  God^  who  firft 
formed  them  from  nothing  by  his  creative  voice,  and 
now  fupports  them  in  exiftence  by  the  word  of  his 
power ; that,  though  numerous  as  the  fands  of  the 
fliore,  they  are  all  the  produce  of  one  mighty  being,  of 
one  everlafting  parent  of  all  good. 

The  voice  of  true  religion  alfo  calls  upon  us  to  ob- 
fervc  the  methods  of  God’s  providence,  the  nature  of 
that  adminiftration,  with  which  he  rules  among  the  fons 
of  men. 

The  voice  of  true  religion,  laftly,  calls  upon  us, 
from  the  knowledge  of  our  maker,  from  the  knowledge  . 
of  his  providence,  to  deduce  the  ftill  more  important 
knowledge  of  our  duty. 

Religion  therefore  is  a fublimer  kind  of  Ikill  in  the 
ceconomy  of  human  life. 

A man  is  elfeemed  wife  and  prudent,  if  he  manages 
his  temporal  concerns  in  fuch  a manner,  as  to  gain 
the  greateft  quantity  of  real  enjoyment  from  thofe 
fcenes,  which  now  are  pafling  with  fuch  quick  fuccef- 
hon  in  our  light. 

He  is  certainly  religious,  if  his  cortducff  be  fuch  as 
affords  the  moft  reafonable  profpeft  of  his  being  happy 
throughout  the  whole  of  his  exiftence,  of  which  the 
prefent  life  of  man  forms  but  an  inconfiderab'le 
part. 

Religion  has  been  fuppofed  only  to  flourifh  in  the 
convent.  It  is  the  only  place,  in  which  it  cannot  pof- 
fibly  fubfift. 

R.eligion  has  been  fuppofed  by  its  very  nature,  to  be 
excluded  from  the  more  aiftive  fcenes  of  focial  life.  It 
Is  in  the  active  fcenes  of  focial  life,  where  alone  reli- 
gion can  be  found. 

A found  judgment  is  efteemed  creditable  to  the  pof- 
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ie/Tor,  and  advantageous  to  all  who  live  beneath  Its 
influence.  Religion  is  productive  and  perfeCtive  of  that 
judgment:  through  her  we  form  a proper  eftimate  of 
every  objedt,  which  agitates  our  paffions,  and  influences 
the  defires  of  our  hearts:  fhe  teaches  us  to  diftinguifli 
between  the  mimic  blaze,  which  plays  around  the  head 
of  falfehood,  and  that  fteady  luftre,  which  beams  re- 
fplendent  from  the  face  of  truth. 

Knowledge  is  pleafing  to  the  human  mind.  It  ij 
delightful  in  the  moment  of  acquifition,  it  is  valuable 
for  its  ufe;  religion  is  the  perfection  of  all  knowledge. 
It  not  onlv  points  out  the  fource  and  origin  of  thofe 
fecret  powers,  which  with  irrefiftible  energy  urge  on 
the  movements  of  this  vaft  material  frame  j but  alfo 
Ihews,  that  almighty  power,  that  confummate  wifdom, 
that  unlimited  beneficence  and  mercy  diredt  and  re- 
gulate the  moral  world.  A conviCtion,  which  imme- 
diately tends  to  the  production  of  the  folid  fubftance  of 
piety  and  virtue;  a perfuafion,  furely  confolatory  in  the 
hour  of  diftrefs,  animating  and  exhilarating  amidfl:  the 
feftivity  of  foberjoy. 

Should  infidelity  objeCl,  “ Do  We  not  fee  man  growing 
“ up  like  a flower;  and  like  a flower  withering  beneath 
“ the  blaft  of  heaven,  gradually  decay  ; until  at  length 
“ with  an  intire  privation  of  thought  and  confeioufnefs, 
“ he  drops  into  the  tomb  ;”  fhould  fhe  exalt  her  voice, 
“ and  cry,  where  is  now  the  boaft  of  reafon,  the  expeCted 
“ reward  ol  doing  well,  the  continual  feaft  of  confcience, 
“ the  everlafting  fruit  of  virtue  ?”  Religion  calmly  fhall 
reply,  and  full  conviCIion  will  accompany  her  words, 
“ The  moral  perfeCHons  of  the  foul,  the  virtues  of  the 
rational  mind,  touched  by  the  rude  hand  of  death, 
may  perhaps,  like  the  flower  of  the  evening,  clofe  for 
‘‘  a time  their  yet  imperfeCl  forms ; but  the  gloomy 
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night  and  darknefs  of  the  grave  . fliall  quickly  pafs, 
“ the  morning  of  the  refarredlion  fhall  arrive  ; they 
“ fhall  then  expand  their  fragrant  blofloms  beneath 
“ the  influence  of  brighter  funs,  and  flourifh  in  the  pof- 
“ feflion  of  an  eternal  day.” 

If  the  knowledge  of  religion  be  thus  efficacious  in 
forming,  influencing,  and  animating  every  nobler 
power  and  afFe£Hon  of  our  nature;  inftruilion  in  that 
gofpel,  which  teiids  to  generate,  and  inculcate  a proper 
fenfe  of  it  upon  the  mind,  fhould,  without  a doubt, 
form  a diftinguifhed  part  in  every  perfedl  plan  of 
education. 

And  this  on  account  of  the  tranfcendent  excellency 
of  the  religion,  which  is  contained  in  that  gofpel. 

For,  as  the  religion  of  nature  'calls  us  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  wonders  of  creation,  that  in  them  we 
may  feek  our  great  creator,  and  having  found  him, 
adore  him  with  a reafonable  fervice;  the  religion  of  the 
gofpel  mofl:  powerfully  invites  us  to  confider  the  fur- 
pafling  wonders  of  his  goodnefs,  that  we  may  love  him, 
and  rife  to  a participation  of  his  joy. 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel  defcribes  each  public  and 
private  virtue  with  all  fimplicity  and  plainnefs;  and.  at 
the  fame  time,  with  that  majellic  and  affecting  elo- 
quence, which  with  irrefiftible  energy  captivates  the 
foul.  Inftrudlion  in  the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  vvjill 
therefore  tend  to  form  the  manners  of  the  monarch, 
the  ftatefinan,  the  father,  and.  the  friend. 

And  if  there  be  reafonable  ground  for  opr  belief,  that 
the  event  will  verify  the  mofl:  important  article  of  the 
chriftian  faith:  If  our  hope  be  juftly  founded,  that 
fome  future  day  fhall  behold  us  rifing  from  the  bed  of 
death,  fliall  behold  us  burfting  from  the  gloomy  dark- 
nefs of  the  grave,  to  the  enjoyment  of  an  everlafling 
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light  of  life;  the  religion  of  the  gofpel,  being  thus 
fuited  to  the  circumftances  of  all  men,  demands  the 
early  attention  of  all,  whatever  be  that  rank  or  fitua- 
tion,  in  which  the  over-ruling  providence  of  God  hath 
placed  them. 

Although  therefore  it  be  granted,  that  the  calling  the 
attention  of  youth  to  the  intricacies  of  theological  con- 
troverfy  would  be  unprofitable  and  unwife;  becaufe  it 
might  prevent  them  from  engaging  in  thofe  ufeful  and 
manly  ftudies,  which  are  more  adapted  to  their  rank 
and  profpedls;  yet  furely  it  muft  be  allowed,  that  a few 
weeks  application  to  the  pure  and  perfedl  word  of  God 
would  be  highly  beneficial  to  them  ; as  it  would  tend 
to  confirm  them  in  that  juft  and  honourable  praflice 
without  which,  titles  and  diftindlions  are  lefs  than 
empty  founds. 

With  refpedl:  to  that  clafs  of  ftudents  in  our  univer- 
fities,  whofe  views  are  directed  to  the  church,  there  is 
furely  no  occafion  that  any  thing  be  faid,  to  (hew  the 
propriety,  and  even  necellity,  of  an  early  application  to 
the  ftudy  of  that  religion,  which,  in  confequence  of 
their  profeflion,  they  will  hereafter  be  called  upon  to 
preach  to  the  people  committed  to  their  charge. 

As  an  academical  degree  is  generally  efteemed  one  of 
the  requifite  qualifications,  for  admiflion  into  the  mi- 
niftry;  the  moft  fuitable  feafon  for  attending  a courfe 
of  ledlures  on  the  gofpels,  will  in  this  cafe  be  immedi- 
ately fubfequent  to  the  time  of  their  commencing 
bachelors  of  arts.  The  underftanding  of  the  pupil  in- 
formed by  fcience,  his  judgment  matured  by  habits  of 
X reflection,  his  fpirit  of  inquiry  roufed  into  aCtivity,  in 

confequence  of  having  fucccfsfully  explored  the  regions 
of  mathematical  and  philofophical  truth,  will  at  this 

time 
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time  happily  co-operate  with  the  tutor’s  inftru£i:ions ; 
while  the  rifing  ambition  of  diftinguifhing  himfelf 
in  his  profelllon  will  infpire  him  with  the  defire  of 
laying  deep  and  fure,  what  ought  to  be  efteemed  the 
firm  foundations  of  his  future  eminence  in  the  church. 

Nor  let  it  be  objedfed,  that  the  expences  attendant 
upon  a univerfity  education  are  already  fo  great,  that 
the  unavoidable  augmentation  of  them  in  confequence 
of  a longer  refidence  in  college,  will  be  received  by  the 
friends  of  youth  with  murmuring  and  difcontent. 

It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that  there  is  a father  in 
England,  who  would  object  even  to  a quarter’s  prolonga- 
tion of  refidence,  when  the  advantage  propofed  is  in- 
ftrudlion  in  that  fcience,  which  may  ftiortly  become  his 
fon’s  immediate  profeffion. 

The  bilhops  themfelves,  when  the  apprehenfions  of 
herefy  and  of  a repeal  of  the  laws  requiring  fubfcription 
are  out  of  the  queftion,  are  the  loudeft  in  complaining 
of  the  grofs  ignorance  of  academical  youth  with  refpedl 
to  theological  knowledge,  and  of  their  utter  infufficiency 
for  the  performance  of  that  facred  office,  which  requires 
a preparation  commenfurate  to  the  acknowledged  im- 
portance of  the  trull:.  Yet  we  have  never  heard,  that 
they  have  recommended  or  encouraged,  at  either  of 
the  univerfities,  an  attention  to  that  fpecies  of  know- 
ledge, which  if  affiduoufly  cultivated  would  effedfually 
remove  this  reproach.  Perhaps  the  name  of  arch- 
bilhop  Seeker  fhould  be  excepted  ; upon  whofe  ad- 
yice  and  encouragement,  the  prefent  divinity  profefibr 
at  Oxford  hath  inftituted  a courfe  of  theological  lec- 
tures, according  to  a plan  which  has  been  lately  offered 
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to  the  public;  * a courfe,  which,  though  it  evidences 
the  confummate  learning  of.  the  very  worthy  profeflbr, 
muft  unavoidably  fail  in  attracting  any  confiderable  de- 
gree of  the  pupil’s  attention  ; and  alfo  tends  to  the  dlf- 
couragement  of  that  generous  principle  of  free  inquiry,'- 
without  which,  all  refearches  into  the  feriptures,  at  fo 
early  a time  of  life,  will  be  entered  upon  with  diflatif- 
faction  and  difguft.  With  a view  perhaps  to  a fimilar 
inftitutlon  at  Cambridge,  the  rev.  Dr.  Porteus,  at  the 
time  of  the  commencement  1767,  preached  an  admira- 
ble fermon  in  the  univerfity  church.  In  the  year 
1768,  the  author,  without  the  encouragement  or  fug- 
geftion  of  any  perfon  whatfoever,  entered  upon  his 
prefent  courfe  of  leCtures;  which,  from  the  time  of 
their  firft  inftitution  to  the  prefent  moment,  have  been 
uniformly  oppofed  by  the  majority  of  the  heads  of 
houfes,  and  almoft  every  prelate  who  has  the  leaft  con-» 
neffion  with  the  place.  Let  the  plan  propofed  in 
thefe  papers  be  compared  with  that  of  the  Oxford 
profclTor,  and  the  reafon  of  fuch  oppofition  may  pro- 
bably appear  ; at  leaf!:,  every  intelligent  layman  muft 
perceive,  that  the  youth,  who  is  formed  upon  the 
model  of  the  Oxford  mode  of  inftruCHon,  will  in  all 
probability  dutifully  acquiefee  in  that  fyftem  of  opi- 
nions, which,  being  firft  fabricated  by  a few  of  the 
priefthood  in  the  ages  of  comparative  darknefs,  foon 
received  the  fanClion  of  ecclefiaftical  authority,  and  is 
now  unhappily  confirmed  by  the  law  of  the  land: 

while 

[ * See  “ RefieClions  upon  the  ftudy  of  divinity.  To  which 
are  fubjoined  heads  of  a courfe  of  leClures.  By  Edsvard 
Bentham,  D.  D.  King’s  profelTor  of  divinity  in  Oxford.” 
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while  the  ftudgnt  in  the  gofpels,  though  under  the 
moft  vigilant  diredlion,  might  be  difpofed  to  wifli,  or 
perhaps  hereafter  to  aim  at  introducing  a more  ftriking 
refemblance  between  the  religion  of  his  country,  and 
the  jfbfolutely  pure  and  perfedl  word  of  the  invariable 
Ood. 

r 

Thefe  confiderations.,  united  with  his  own  ex- 
perience, have  induced  the  author  to  conjedfure,  that 
the  biifhops  of  the  church  of  England  have  objections 
to  the  ftudy  of  the  fcriptures,  under  any  form  or  di- 
redfion,  of  a like  nature  with  thofe,  which  were  known 
to  have  haunted  their  papal  predeceffors  : that,  as  in 
former  times,  the  pontifical  powers  feemed  appre- 
henfive,  that,  an  inquiry  into  the  operations  of  nature 
might  fliake  down  the  philofophy  of  iVIofes,  their  lord- 
fhips  are  alarmed,  left  a mode  of  inveftigation,  which 
fucceeded  fo  happily  when  the  v^orks  of  God  were 
the  fubjedf,  might,  if  refolutely  purfued  in  the  cafe  of 
his  WORD,  prove  fatal  to  that  fyftem  of  theological 
opinions,  which,  for  certain  reafons  not  proper  to  be 
difcufied  upon  the  prefent  occafion,  they  now  fo  ftrenu- 
oufly  uphold. 

It  has  been  objedled,  as  an  argument  againft  adopt- 
ing the  plan  which  is  recommended  in  thefe  papers, 
that  the  emoluments,  annexed  to  the  office  of  univer- 
fity  tutors,  are  at  piefent  too  fmall  to  induce  them  to 
enter  upon  additional  labours,  which  in  the  lecturer’s 
example  they  have  feen  fo  unhandfomely  requited. 
This  objedlion  is  acknowledged  to  be  of  fome  weight; 
but  then  it  fhould  feem  to  be  the  duty  of  the  biftiops 
to  encourage  a perfuafion  in  the  minds  of  the  tutors, 
that  an  attention  to  the  advancement  of  chriftian  know- 
ledge in  their  refpciflive  focieties  would  recommend 
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them  to  the  favour  of  their  ecclefiaftical  fuperiors,' 
Their  lordfhips  have  frequently  interfered  in  matters 
of  a lefs  momentous  concern : and  therefore  it  \vould. 
not  be  to  their  difcredlt  to  employ  their  authority  and 
influence  (which  have  never  been  more  extenfive  in  the 
univerflties  than  at  prefent)  in  roufing  the  attentioa 
of  thofe  learned  bodies,  to  the  ftudy  of  the  almoft 
antiquated  word  of  God.  Their  dependants  would 
foon  follov/  their  example ; men,  who  have  laid  them- 
felves  under  a kind  of  obligation  of  doing  fomething 
themfelves  by  their  zeal  in  oppofing  or  obftruiling 
what  others  have  attempted,  would  eagerly  feize  the 
opportunity,  and  vindicate  their  charadters  from  that 
reprodch,  which  at  prefent  they  unqueftionably  de- 
ferve. 

But  if  relying  (it  may  be  with  a fatal  fecurity)  upon 
that  degree  of  power,  which  is  annexed,  for  very  dif- 
ferent purpofes,  to  their  elevated  rank,  their  lordfhips 
fhall  invariably  perfift  in  the  praflice  of  ftifling  every 
effort,  which  is  calculated  to  inform  the  underftanding, 
and  to  improve  the  heart;  let  them  refledl:,  that  as  fuch 
condudf  in  religious  concernments  is  contrary  to  their 
charadfer  as  guardians  of  a proteftant  church ; fo,  in 
the  end,  it  muft  derive  upon  them  the  juft  indignation 
and  refentment  of  every  friend  to  the  real  interefts  of 
mankind. 


HINTS 


Hints  propofed  to  the  conlideration  of 
fl:udents  of  the  gofpel } explaining  the 
dehgn  of  the  annexed  fcheme  of  Har- 
mony ; and  pointing  out  a compendious 
method  of  acquiring  a comprehenhve 
knowledge  of  all  thofe  dodlrines  and 
injundtions,  which  Jefus  recommended 
to  the  attention  and  obfcrvance  of  his 
difciples. 

The  preceding  remarks  and  delineation 
may  fuffice  for  an  account  of  the  method 
obferved  by  the  author,  in  his  lectures. 
It  will  not  be  improper  to  add  fome  hints 
for  the  benefit  of  thofe,  who  may  approve 
the  plan  and  the  annexed  harmony,  at  the 
fame  time  that  they  purfue  thefe  fludies 
without  an  affiflant. 

Let  the  fludent  provide  himfelf  with  a 
quarto  book  of  blank  paper : the  right- 
hand  pages  of  which  muft  be  ruled,  fo  as 
to  be  divided  into  fix  nearly  equal  columns; 
as  in  the  fpeclmen,  which  is  added  at  the 
clofe  of  this  pamphlet. 

Let  his  firft  employment  be  to  read  the 
quantity  of  fcripture,  which  is  contained 
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in  one  line  of“the  following  Harmony,  in 
the  originah  He  muft  endeavour  to  render 
himfelf  mafter  of  the  language  in  this 
period.  If  any  difficulties  fhould  arife, 
either  with  regard  to  the  meaning  of  words, 
or  their  conflrudion,  he  mufl  apply  to  the 
ufual  affiftances  for  information.  Among 
thefe,  he  may  confult  Vigerus  de  Idiotifmis 
grascae  didlionis,  the  Ellipfes  of  Bos,  Leigh's 
Critica  Sacra,  Stockius’s  Clavis,  the  Lexi- 
con of  Pafor ; and  above  all,  the  lately 
publiffied  Lexicon  of  Parkhurft 

Let 

* The  choice  of  an  edition  of  the  greek  Teftament 
is  a matter  of  fome  moment.  The  folio  edition  of 
Dr.  Mill,  by  Kufter,  is  well  known.  Bengelius’s 
quarto  edinon  printed  in  1734,  and  his  fmaller  edition 
printed  in  1762^  are  highly  valuable;  but  the  duo- 
decimo editions  of  Wetftein  appear  to  be  far  fuperlor 
to  all  others  with  refpect  to  general  ufe.  As  various 
readings  of  importance  may  fometimes  be  contained 
in  the  portions  of  fcripture  under  confideration  ; the 
prolegomena  apd  canons  of  criticifm  prefixed  to  thefe 
editions  of  Wetftein,  are  not  unworthy  of  the  ftudent’s 
notice  : but  if  he  is  defirous  of  further  information  in 
thefe  matters,  the  valuable  little  treatife  of  Erneftus  de 
inftitutione  interpretis  novi  TeftamentI,  Michaelis’s  in- 
troductory lectures  to  the  ftudy  of  the  greek  Teftament, 
and  the  prolegomena  to  the  folio  edition  of  Wetftein 
will  afford  him  ample  fatisfadlion, 
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Let  him  in  the  fecond,  place,  be  careful 
to  inveftigate  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
pallages,  referred  to  in  each  evangelift, 
either  by  his  own  refledfion,  or  by  the  aid 
of  paraph rafes.  And  here  it  may  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  among  the  many  performances 
of  this  fort,  the  bed;  is  that,  which  we 
owe  to  the  labours  of  the  learned  and  ju- 
dicious Dr.  Clarke. 

The  ftudent,  being  now  fuppofed  to  be 
a competent  judge  of  the  matter  contained 
in  one  of  theD  lines  of  references,  may, 
with  great  improvement  to  himfelf,  diged 
the  fubdance  of  what  the  evangelids  have 
written  in  this  period  into  one  paragraph, 
expreded  in  his  own  words,  and  containing 
all  the  particulars  worthy  of  obfervation, 
which  are.found  in  each. 

This  paragraph  is  to  be  tranfcribed  into 
the  left  hand  page  of  the  paper  book  j and 
in  the  continuation  of  the  clofing  line  of 
the  account,  upon  the  right  hand  ruled 
page,  mud  be  fct  down,  in  their  proper 
columns,  the  references  as  contained  in 
the  fubjoined  Harmony. 
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If  any  expreflions,  which  lead  to  a dif- 
covery  of  the  important  clrcumftances  of 
time  and  place,  fhould  occur,  they  arc 
diligently  to  be  attended  to } and  all  fuch 
circumftances  of  time  and  place  are  to  be 
noted  in  the  fifth  and  fixth  columns  of  the 
ruled  paper 

The  fiiudent’s  next  employment  fhould 
be,  by  the  help  of  the  parallel  places  im- 
mediately fubjoined  to  the  text  in  the 
editions  of  Dr.  Mill  and  Wetflein,  to  ex- 
plore the  mofl  remarkable  paffages  of 
fcripture,  which  tend  to  explain  or  il- 
lufirate  the  portion  of  the  gofpcls  under 
his  confideration ; thefe  he  may  fet  down 
in  fmaller  figures,  in  thofe  columns  which 
remain  unoccupied  either  by  the  narration 
of  the  evangelifis,  .or  by  the  notes  of  time 
and  place. 

Although  much  is  now  done,  the  ftudent 
is  not  to  confider  himfelf  as  arrived  at  the 
termination  of  his  labours.  The  import  of 
particular  words  and  fentences  is  now  to  be 

inquired 

■*  The  author  thinks  it  incumbent  upon  him  to 
confcfs,  that  he  has  taken  the  hint  of  his  fifth  and  fixth 
coluinns  from  the  Harmony  of  Pilkington, 
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inquired  into  : allufions  to  jewifli  or  hea- 
then rites  and  cuftoms  are  to  be  diligently 
noted ; the  peculiar  phrafeology,  and  highly 
figurative  didtion,  (which  more  or  lefs  oc- 
curs in  all  the  evangelifbs,  and  prevails 
more  efpecially  in  almofi:  every  verfe  of 
St.  John)  will  require  the  moft  earned: 
attention  in  all  who  have  a defire  to  know, 
and  the  courage'^  to  inveftigate,  the  gofpcl 
truths.  In  the  profecution  of  this  part 
of  the  plan,  the  concordances  of  Stephens 
and  Schmidius,  and  in  cafe  thefe  cannot  be 
obtained,  the  Cambridge  concordance,  or 
that  of  Cruden,  will  prove  of  great  ad- 
vantage. Books  defcriptive  of  the  boun- 
daries and  climate,  the  natural  produce,  and 
peculiar  cufioms  of  the  eaftern  nations,  will 
be  highly  ufeful.  The  faithful  narratives 
of  judicious  travellers  have  already  been 
found  to  throw  confiderable  light  upon 
feveral  paflages,  which  had  formerly  eluded 
the  efforts  of  the  mofl  celebrated  commen- 
tators 

* See  a little  tra£l  of  bifhop  Hare  frequently  re- 
printed, intitled,  “ Difficulties  and  difcouragements, 
which  attend  the  ftudy  of  fcripture  in  the  way  of 
private  judgment.” 
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•tators;  a race  of  men,  who:  in  general  have 
been  more  lludious  of  eftablifliing  certain 
lyftems,  to  which  they  have  been  attached 
'by  education  and ' intereft,  than  of  invefti- 
r gating,  with  diligence  and  a fpirited  im- 
partiality, thofc;  aids,  from  natural  and  civil 
hiftory,  which  might  lead  us  to  a more  ac- 
curate compreheniion  of  the  facred  code. 

Thefe  means  of  information,  under  the 
direvflion  of  a , found  underflanding  and  a 
f good  heart,  at  length  will  lead  the  Undent 
' in  the  fcriptures  to  a reafonable  perfuafion 

• of-  his  having  attained  to  the  knowledge  of 
. that  one  fenfe,  which  the  writers  intended 

their  words  and  fentences  fhould  bear.  An 
inquiry  into  which,  if  in  order  of  time  it 
precedes-  ther  formation  of  every  lyftem  or 
opinion  whatfoever,  mud:  naturally  termi- 
f nate 'ini  a- fulh  comprehenfionrof  the  truths 
I contained  in  the  word  of  God  j and  if  con- 
fcientioufly,.  and  intrepidly  perfifted  in  by 

• eveiy  ftudent  in  the- fcriptures,  would  lead 
by  peaceful  heps  to  that  happy  uniformity 
of  fentiment  in  all  important  points,  which 
cannot  be  effedted  by  the  alluring  .profpedts 
of  worldly  greatnefs,  nor  impofed  by  the 

• for,ce 
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force  of  temporal  terrors  on  the  free-borrl 
mind 

Whatever 

* The  author  hopes,  that  it  will  not  be  efteemed 
prefumption  in  him  to  name  a few  of  thofe  commen- 
tators and  philologifts,  'who  in  his  judgment  have 
laboured  moft  fuccefsfully  in  the  elucidation- of  this 
part  of  the  holy  fcriptures. 

The  Francfort  edition  of  Le  Clerc’s  tranflation  and 
emendations  of  Hammond’s  notes  and  paraphrafe  on  the 
new  Teftament  is  fo  valuable,  that  it  almoft  fup’erfedes 
the  ufe  of  other  commentators.  Whitby,  however, 
Grotius,  the  Fratres  Poloni,  and  Poole’s- Synbpfis, 
may  be  named  in  this  lift.  With  refpedf  to  matters  of 
philology  and  criticifm,  the  author  is  fenftble  of  having 
found  fo  great  advantage  from  the  following  bbolcs, 
that  he  cannot  but  recommend  them  to  the  attention  of 
every  diligent  ftudent  in  the  gofpels.  Elfneri  Obfer- 
vationes  facrae.  Obfervationes  facrae  Georgii  Davidis 
Kypke.  Krebfii  Obfervationes  in  novum  Teftamentum 
e Flavio  Jofepho.  Obfervationes  Philologico-critfcae 
Eliae  Palairet.  Raphelii  Annotationes  in  facr'am  fcrip- 
turam;  the  notes  of  Alexander  More  and 'others,  col- 
ledfed  into  two  fmall  volumes  by  Fabricius  j and 
Percy’s  Key  to  the'nev/  Teftament.  .r 

The  works  of  Lightfoot  are  indifpehfably  neceflary, 
in  order  to  acquire  an  acquaintance'  with  jewifti  rites 
and  cuftoms.  'T'hc  names  of  the  moft  approved  tra- 
vellers into  the  eaftern  countries  are  well  known.  The 
Prelections  of  bifhop  Lowth  upon  the  hebrew  poetry 
fhould  be  diligently  ftudied.  The  merit  of  this  per- 
formance is  fo  univerfally  acknowledged,  that  it  is  al- 
moft 
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Whatever  texts  of  fcripturcj  whatever* 
obfervations  of  his  own  or  of  others,  either 
critical,  or  explanatory  of  paffages  in  the 
evangelifts,  {hall  appear  worthy  of  being 
recorded,  may  be  tranfcribed  from  the 
rough  draughts  of  the  dudent,  into  an  in- 
terleaved teftament,  a line  being  drawn  un- 
der a leading  word  of  the  fentence  to  mark 
the  intention  of  a reference. 

In  order  to  put  this  matter  in  the  cleared: 
light,  we  will  fubjoin  a fpecimen  of  the 
Harmony,  completed  in  the  manner  here 
recommended  to  the  Student,  which  may 
ferve  as  a model  for  his  future  labours. 

Let 

moft  needlefs  to  inform  the  ftudent,  that  the  right  re- 
verend author  hath  evidenced  the  moft  confummate 
knowledge  of  his  fubjedf,  united  with  uncommon 
ftrength  of  judgment,  and  happieft  elegance  of  ex- 
preffion,  in  that  celebrated  work.  The  two  volumes 
of  the  new  introdudUon  to  the  ftudy  and  knowledge  of 
the  new  Teftament,  publifhed  by  the  reverend  Dr. 
Harwood,  have  raifed  an  ardent  expedfation  of  a third 
from  the  fame  ingenious  hand.  Under  this  head,  it 
may  not  be  amifs  to  take  notice  of  Mr.  Harmer’s  Ob- 
fervations on  divers  paflages  of  fcripture,  illuftrating 
them  by  means  of  circumftances  incidentally  men- 
tioned in  books  of  voyages  and  travels  into  the  eaft. 
2 vols.  8vo.  fecond  edit.  1776.  as  a book  which  may 
be  perufed  with  confiderable  improvement. 
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Let  us  cKufe  for  inflance  the  37th  line  of 
references.  In  this  we  find  St.  Luke  to 
be  the  foie  narrator.  The  firfl  care  of  the 
fiudent  then  will  be  to  read  the  2 2d,  23d, 
and  24th  verfes  of  the  fecond  chapter  of  St, 
Luke  in  the  original.  Upon  infpedlion  into 
the  folio  editions  of  Mill  and  Wetftein,  fome 
doubts  may  arife  whether  cx.vTuvy  or  ccvra,  in 
verfe  2 2d,  be  the  more  authentic  reading; 
or  whether,  with  Bengelius,  we  fiiould  not 
with  more  propriety  rejedt  them  both.  The 
prefent  infiance  is  not  a matter  of  very  great 
importance,  nor  is'  the  fiudent  yet  to  be  fup- 
pofed  properly  qualified  for  the  accurate  dif- 
cufiion  of  fuch  points : but  cafes  may  occur, 
wherein  an  habitual  Ikill  of  weighing  thofe 
evidences,  which  have  been  brought  in  fup- 
port  of  each  various  reading,  from  the  mere 
authority  of  manufcripts  and  verfiohs,  will 
be  found  to  be  an  attainment  of  no  fmall 
value. 

The  fiudent,  after  having  rendered  him- 
felf  mafier  of  the  language  in  this  period,  in 
the  next  place  turns  to  the  paraphrafe  of 
Clarke.  He  diligently  compares  it  with 
the  original  and  the  englifii  tranfiation ; 
and,  by  the  help  of  both,  is  fufiiciently  pre- 

F pared 
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pared  to  digeft  the  contents  of  thefe  thfcc 
verfes,  into  one  paragraph,  drawn  up  with 
as  much  concifenefs  as  poflible,  in  his  own: 
words,  and.  exprefl'ed  in  fomewhat  of  the 
following  manner. — At  the  conclufion  of 
the  days  of  Mary’s  feparation,  the  child 
Jefus  is  prefented  to  the  Lord,  in  the  tem- 
ple at  Jerufalem  j at  the  fame  time  his  mo- 
ther offers  thofe  facrifices  for  her  purifica- 
tion, which  were  enjoined  by  the  law  of 
Mofcs/’ 

This  paragraph,  together  with  its  pro- 
per reference,  is  to  be  inferted  into  the 
paper  book,  in  the  manner  before  de- 
fcribed.^ 

As 

* It  may  be  objedled,  that  this  part  of  the  fludent’s* 
employment  might  with  more  propriety  be  deferred, 
until  by  the  help  of  references  and  commentators  he  is 
better  able  to  inveftigate  the  fenfe  of  the  paflage  which 
he  is  now  confidering;  but  we  aro  to  refledt,  that  the 
foie  end  of  the  prefent  fcheme  is  the  improvement  of 
the  ftudent;  and  in  order  to  efFedl  this  purpofe,  he 
fliould  always  (to  ufe  the  words  of  Taylor)  carry  all 
the  light  he  can  before  him.  The  method  of  defeend- 
ing  from  a general,  though  imperfeft,  acquaintance 
with  the  author’s  intention  in  any  writing,  to  the  ex- 
plication of  particular  words  and  phrafes,  will  often  be 

found 
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As  the  ftudent  finds,  that  this  prefcnta- 
tion  and  offering  were  made  at  an  accuf- 
tomed  time,  from  the  exprefiion  ore  e7rX7i<r97]~ 
a-oiv  cci  7]f/,£^eay  &c.  he  confults  the  parallel 
places  in  Mill,  or  thofe  contained  in  the 
duodecimo  edition  of  Wetftein  : from  thence 
he  is  directed  to  turn  to  the  twelfth  chapter 
of  Leviticus ; where  he  will  find  the  time 
of  purification,  after  the  birth  of  a male, 
to  be  at  the  clofe  of  the  three- and- thirtieth 
day  from  the  circumcifion  of  the  child,  and 
at  the  clofe  of  the  fortieth  from  the  births 
If,  therefore,  the  birth  of  Jefus  be  fixed 
for  the  twenty-fifth  of  September,  he  may 
put  down  the  third  of  November,  in  the 
fifth  column  of  the  ruled  page,  as  the  day, 
on  which  the  fadts  in  quefiion  were  per- 
formed. In  the  twenty- fecond  verfe  of 
this  chapter  of  St.  Luke,  he  will  find  his 
authority  for  putting  down  Jerufalem  in 

F 2 the 


found  to  be  more  eafy,  than  the  afeent  from  the  ex- 
amination of  particular  worels  and  fentences  to  the  gc- 
netal  import  of  the  whole.  Mr.  Locke’s  preface  to  his 
“ Paraphrafe  and  notes  on  fome  of  the  epiftles  of  St. 
Paul,”  which  the  author  of  thefe  papers,  again  and 
again,  recommends  as  the  mofi;  fenfible  performance  ever 
written  upon  the  fubjed  of  interpretation,  fets  this  mat- 
ter in  the  cleareft  light. 
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the  fixth  column,  as  the  place  of  thefe 
tranfadiions.  The  abovemen tioned  chapter 
of  Leviticus,  recording  that  commandment 
which  was  the  foundation  of  the  latter  of 
thefe  inftitutions,  may  appear  worthy  of 
being  put  down  in  one  of  the  vacant  co- 
lumns:, it  is  accordingly  inlerted  in  the 
firft  There  now  remain  only  two  columns 
unoccupied,  viz.  the  fecond  and  the  fourth  ;• 
in  which  Exod.  xiii.  i i — 17,  and  Numbers 
xviii.  15 — 18,  (the  firfl:  dcfcribing  the  rea- 
fon  of  the  rite  of  prefentation,  and  the  lat- 
ter confirming  or  throwing  further  light 
upon  it)  may  be  noted  down. 

The  ftudent  will  obferve,  that  the  tef- 
timonies  of  Tacitus,  Suetonius,  Jofephus> 
Philo,  as  well  as  the  obfcrvations  of  Light- 
foot,  may  be  referred  to  with  advantage : 
but  he  is  advifed  to  be  fpariug  in  fuch  re- 
ferences, as  they  may  call  his  attention  from 
the  more  Important  illufirationsy  which  may 
be  deduced  from  the  words  of  holy  fcrip- 
ture. 

Our  next  flep  mull;  be  to  confult  the 
commentators,  and  thofe  other  authors, 
who  may  have  contributed  their  afliEance 
towards  the  elucidation  of  the  pafiage  now 

before 
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before  us.  As  this  is  intended  only  as  a 
ipecimen,  it  is  unneceffary  to  be  diffufe  in 
this  part  of  the  explication.  It  will  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  obferve,  that,  in  the  philological 
and  critical  notes  of  Palairet,  the  fludent 
will  hnd  fome  juft  obfervations  upon  the 
propriety  of  the  words  ccvyjyayov  and'ara^ag-^jcra; 
in  this  place:  that  by  the  help  of  Elfner’s 
obfervations  he  will  perceive,  the  rite  of 
purification  upon  fuch  occafions  was  not  pe- 
culiar to  thejewifti  people  : and  that,  trom 
Lightfdot,  and  Schoetgenius  in  his  Horas 
Hebraicae  et  Talmudicse,  as  well  as  from  the 
original  inftitution  of  the  law,  he  will  be 
able  to  difcern  the  lowly  fituation  of  Jo- 
feph  and  Mary,  in  their  humble  offering; 
which  was  much  inferior  In  value,  to  what 
in  fimilar  circumftances  was  enjoined  to  the 
rich. 

The  ftudent’s  own  good  fenfe  will  enable 
him  to  feledl:,  from  the  numerous  tribes  of 
commentators,  fuch  obfervations  as  are  moft 
worthy  of  being  attended  to  and  recorded; 
thefe  at  his  leifure  he  may  tranfcribe  into 
his  interleaved  Teftament,  having  previoufly 
4rawn  a line  under  the  words  to  be  com- 
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mented  upon,  as  in  the  prefent  inftance 
under  the  words  oivyjya’yovj  and 

Ts-oc^xg-Tjcai,  in  order  to  call  his  attention  to 
his  notes,  upon  a fubfequent  reading  of  this 
paffage. 

The  method  of  procedure,  which  has 
thus  been  exemplified  in  the  37th  line  of 
references,  is  to  be  purfued  through  every 
line  of  the  annexed  harmony. 

If  in  the  line  of  references  there  be  found 
portions  of  two,  or  of  three,  or  of  all  the 
cvangeiifiis,  as  in  the  54th  line  of  references 
(where  the  preaching  of  John  is  treated  of;) 
the  fludent  mufh  feparately  attend  to  the 
various  readings,  the  language,  and  the  pa- 
raphrafe  of  each  evangelift,  before  he  digefts 
them  into  a paragraph  of  his  own.  And 
here,'  as  fix  columns  may  not  be  fufficient 
to  comprehend  in  one  line  all  the  palTages 
he  would  wifh  to  have  referred  to,  together 
with  the  circumftances  of  time  and  place; 
he  may  find  room  for  fuch  additional  refer- 
ences, by  adopting  the  method  which  is  ex- 
emplified in  the  41ft  line  of  the  fpecimen 
of  the  completed  Harmony, 
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The  author  is  not  without  his  apprehen- 
fions,  that  the  labour  necelTary  for  the  exe- 
cution of  fuch  a comprehenlive  fcheme,  as 
is  now  recommended,  may  be  coniidered  as 
an  objedlion  to  his  plan.  He  trufts,  how- 
ever, that  the  preceding  mode  of  ftudy  will, 
upon  experience,  be  found  to  be  far  lefs 
irkfome,  than  the  pains  of  toiling  through 
a fea  of  commentators,  expohtors,  fathers, 
fchaolmen,  councils;  and  far  lefs  laborious, 
at  the  fame  time  much  more  pleafing,  than 
the  talk  of  acquiring  an  acquaintance  with 
the  firfl  elements  of  thofe  philofophical 
fludies,  which  our  alma  mater  hath,  with 
fo  much  wifdom,  recommended  to  the  atr 
tention  of  her  fons. 

The  fruits  of  fuch  induftry,  continued 
through  the  other  parts  of  fcrlpture,  will 
be,  as  far  as  relates  to  all  neceffary  points, 
a thorough  acquaintance  with,  and  a per- 
fect knowledge  of,  our  Bible  : a book, 
which  contains  whatever  is  profitable  for 
dodrine,  for  inftrudion,  and  reproof;  and 
which,  among  its  other  epithets  and  titles 
defcriptive  of  its  worth,  may  juftly  be 
ililcd,  in  the  words  of  the  immortal  ChiU 

F 4 lingworth. 
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lingworth,  the  religion  of  Protes- 
tants. * 

The 

* This  celebrated  afi'ertion  of  the  renowned  Chilling- 
worth,  that  “ the  Bible,  the  Bible  only,  is  the  religion 
of  proteftants  appears  to  be  but  imperfe(5i:]y  compre- 
hended, even  in  thefe  more  enlightened  times. 

If  indeed,  by  the  term  “ religion,”  we  are  to  underftand 
a particular  form  of  church  government,  and  mode  of 
public  worlhip  ; we  muft  be  compelled  to  allow,  that 
the  allertion  is  by  no  means  true;  as  no  obligatory  in- 
(litution,  with  refpedl  to  either  of  thefe  points,  is  to  be 
found  in  any  part  of  the  facrcd  code;  which  only  con- 
tains a general  intimation  and  advice,  that  all  things  in 
public  worfltip  be  condudled  with  decency  and  order. 

But  if  the  term  “ religion”  is  made  ufe  of  to  denote  a 
collection  of  doCtrines,  and  precepts,  relating  to  the  re- 
gulation of  human  life;  the  ahertion  of  Chillingworth 
is  moft  accurately  juft ; and  though  much  has  been  faid 
upon  the  refpeCt  which  is  due  to  eftabliflied  opinions ; yet 
it  is  not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  any  member  of  our  church 
W’ould  have  the  confidence  to  deny  the  fupreme  authority 
of  the  fcriptures  in  all  controverfies  of  faith.  With  re- 
fpeCt  to  opinions  of  a religious  nature,  the  fcriptures 
fhould  be  confidered,  not  merely  as  our  ultimate,  but 
as  our  only  guide ; no  human  interpretation  is  of  any 
force,  fliould  It  contradiCl  thefe  fcriptures  : 'and  of  the 
juftnefs  or  propriety  of  the  interpretation,  utterly  re-r 
gardlefs  of  the  decifions  of  colleCIive  bodies  of  men, 
iNDiviDV  ALS  are  unqueftionably  to  judge  for  themfelves. 
Religion,  when  we  confide r it  either  as  a principle  of 
a^ion,  or  as  a perfuafion  cf  the  truth  of  certain  doc- 
trines. 
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fn'nes  produ£live  of  fuch  principle^  is  a merely  per- 
sonal concern.  The  evident  and  chief  purpofe  of  the 
gofpcl  is  to  hold  forth  the  promife  of  an  everlafting  life 
to  every  fincere  and  confcientious  obferver  of  its  doc- 
trines, while  it  menaces  the  future  vengeance  of  an  of- 
fended deity  againft  every  contriver  and  perpetrator  of 
evil  ; ai->d  the  efFeff  of  thefe  motives  upon  the  minds  of 
men  will  depend,  not  upon  the  determinations  of  coun- 
cils, and  fynods,  but,  upon  the  degree  of  evidence  and 
importance,  with  which  the  truth  of  God  fhall  mani- 
fefl:  itfelf  to  the  confcience  of  the  believer, 

It  is  therefore  in  defiance  of  reafon  and  the  common 
rights  of  mankind,  that  coercive  or  attractive  powers 
are  employed  to  produce  an  uniformity  of  fentiment  in 
matters  of  doctrine;  the  effort  itfelf  is  the  effort  of  the* 
worft  fpecies  of  tyranny,  and  the  general  fuccefs  evinces 
the  folly  of  the  attempt.  An  uniformity  of  profeflion 
may  perhaps  be  effected  ; and  fuch  uniformity  would  be 
an  infallible  criterion  of  a total  difregard  to  all  vital  re- 
ligion; and  an  unequivocal  token  of  the  utter  profligacy 
and  degeneracy  of  the  times.  To  the  production  of  the 
religious  principle,  the  noblefl  charadleriftic  of  man’s 
nature,  there  is  undoubtedly  required  the  free  and  full 
exertion  of  man’s  reafon  ; and  as  a difference  in  educa- 
tion arid  courfe  of  life,  with  innumerable  other  cir- 
cumftances,  will  naturally  produce  a dlverfity  of  opi- 
nion, with  refpccl,  to  any  fubjeit,  wherein  the  reafon 
and  the  pafHons  of  our  fpecies  are  concerned  ; fo  a di- 
verfity  of  fentiment  may  reafonably  be  expected,  and 
may  fafely  be  tolerated,  with  rpfpect  to  the  interpreta- 
tion of  feripture,  among  thofe,  who  yet  may  agree  In 
fubmitting  to  the  fame  mode  of  ecclefiaftical  difciplinc, 
in  worfhipping  the  fame  God,  and  in  exprefling  their 
gratitude  to  him  for  the  fame  redeemer. 


If 


( 74  ) 

If  it  be  obje£led,  that  were  this  freedom  of  Inquiry  al- 
lowed in  its  fulleft  extent,  fuch  diverllties  of  opinion 
would  arife,  as  might  be  prejudicial  to  the  real  interefts 
of  religion,  and  occafion  diflenfions  dangerous  to  the 
ftate.  It  may,  in  anfwer,  be  obferved,  that  a freedom, 
fimilar  to  that  contended  for  in  matters  of  religion,  has 
for  fome  time  been  allowed  with  very  great  advantage, 
in  fubjedls  of  a philofophical  kind  ; and  that  a diver- 
fity  of  opinion  with  refpeft  to  the  fundamental  principles 
of  civil  fociety,  has  never,  even  in  the  worft  of  times, 
been  confidered  by  the  legiflature,  as  deftrudlive  of  its 
fecurity.  On  the  contrary,  it  has  always  been  found 
upon  experience,  that  the  ftrength  of  reafon  and  argu- 
ment, has  at  length  borne  down  all  oppofition,  in  mat- 
ters which  are  naturally  fubjedl  to  their  jurifdidtion  j 
and  that  the  force  of  laws,  affifted  by  penal  inflidlions, 
has  always  efFedled  the  purpofe  of  their  inftitution,  un- 
aided by  a political  creed.  Should  the  diverfities  of 
opinion  become  more  numerous  (which  perhaps  is 
fcarcely  poflible)  in  confequence  of  a complete  tolera- 
tion, and  an  utter  abolition  of  the  antichriftian  practice 
of  fubfcription,  it  would  not  from  thence  neceffarily 
follow,  that  the  fum  total  of  real  dilTenfions  and  animo- 
fities  would  be  therefore  increafed,  as  a diverfity  of  opi- 
nion proceeds  from  the  natural,  or  fuperinduced  diver- 
fity of  men’s  minds,  while  our  religious  diflenfions  arc 
to  be  rather  accounted  for  from  thofe  emoluments, 
which  are  annexed  to  fome  opinions  in  preference  to 
others,  without  any  real  ground  or  fubftantial  reafon  for 
fuch  preference.  Convinced  perhaps  by  an  experiment 
fairly  tried,  that  an  intire  uniformity  of  fentiment  can 
never  be  effected,  mankind  would  learn  to  be  more  can- 
did and  temperate  in  their  religious  difquifltions ; and 
the  athanafian,  the  arian,  and  the  Xocinian,  united  by 
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an  approbation  of  the  fame  form  of  ecclefiaftlcal  difcl- 
pline,  might  wave  the  infertion  of  their  difcriminating 
opinions  into  the  forms  of  public  worfhip  ; and  confent, 
however  divided  in  points  comparatively  of  fmall  im- 
portance, to  meet  together  in  the  houfe  of  God  as 
friends.  And  furely,  if  they  are  united  in  a belief  of 
the  fame  redeemer}  are  guilty  of  no  real  offence  againft 
the  civil  inftitutions  of  their  country  ; if  their  charac- 
ters are  marked  by  a juft  and  honourable  deportment, 
they  are  equally  intitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  immu- 
nities of  a proteftant  eflablifhment ; ought  equally  to 
be  refpedled  by  mankind  for  their  focial  virtues ; and, 
if  truly  pious,  fhould  be  reputed  alfo  equally  beloved 
by  their  God. 

Nor  is  there  any  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive,  that, 
were  a complete  toleration  allowed,  or  an  equal  encou- 
ragement indifferently  afforded  to  every  religious  opi- 
nion, which  is  formed  upon  a private  interpretation  of 
fcripture,  the  purity  or  fimplicitly  of  the  chriftian  faith 
would  fuffer  from  fo  generous  an  indulgence.  Jn  fuch 
circumftances  we  might  reft  affured,  (to  ufe  the  expref- 
five  language  of  Dr.  Hallifax’s  very  able  and  ingenious 
correfpondent)  that  right  reafon  would  ultimately  pre- 
vail } that  one  truth  like  one  sun,  however  it  might 
for  a time  be  forced  to  combat  with  clouds  and  tempefts, 
would  at  laft  break  forth,  difpel  the  darknefs  of  fo- 
phiftry  and  error,  and  diffufe  an  irrefiftible  luftre,  and 
happy  ferenity  over  the  whole  chriftian  world.*” 

[•  See  “ A letter  to  Dr.  Hallifax,  upon  the  fubjeftofhis 
three  difcourfes  preached  before  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
occafioned  by  an  attempt  to  abolifh  fubfcription  to  the  xxxix 
articles,”  the  fecond  edition,  1772,  p.  32.  ] 
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In  the  following  fcheme  of  Harmony, 
the  figures  i — 5 in  the  firfl  line  of  reference 
imply,  that  the  ftudent  is  to  read  from  the 
beginning  of  the  firff  verfe  of  the  firfl:  chap- 
ter of  St.  Luke,  .to  the  beginning  of  the 
fifth  verfe  in  the  fame  chapter ; or  in  other 
words,  from  the  firfl:  verfe  inclufive  to  the 
fifth  verfe  exclufive.  The  8 th  line  of  refer- 
ence points  out  to  him,  that  he  is  to  read 
from  the  beginning  of  the  fifth  verfe  to  the 
beginning  of  the  eighth : and  fo  on  for  the 
reft.  The  reference  marked  by  III  23 — , 
denotes,  that  he  is  to  read  from  the  begin- 
ning of  the  23d  verfe  of  the  third  chapter 
of  St.  Luke,  to  the  end  of  that  chapter.  It 
will  fometimes  happen  that  the  fame  verfe  is 
quoted  more  than  once, — fuch  reference  de- 
notes, that  the  verfe  in  queftion  contains 
doctrines  or  tranfaitions,  which  are  the  fub- 
je6l  of  feparate  verfes  in  the  other  evange- 
lifls  i or  fuch  a diverfity  of  matter,  as  may 
not  unprofitably  be  dilated  into  feparate  pa-: 
ragraphs,  although  there  fhould  be  but  one 
narrator  of  fuch  fadts  or  dodrines. 
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The  manner  in  which  the  preceding 
Harmony  is  to  be  made  ufe  of,  has  already 
been  explained ; particularly  in  the  30th 
and  64th  pages  of  this  volume.  In  the  latter 
place,  St.  Luke  is  the  foie  narrator  j and  in 
the  former,  the  paragraph  is  to  be  condrudl- 
ed  from  the  relations  of  all  the  four  evan- 
gelifts,  who,  with  fome  variety  of  circum- 
ftances  and  expreHion,  have  agreed  in  re- 
cording the  fame  tranfadlion. 

When  the  portions  of  fcripture  referred 
to  conlill;  intirely  of  hiftorical  matter,  the 
paragraph  drawn  up  by  the  ftudent  may  be 
full  and  circumftantial,  and  at  the  fame 
time  compreffed  into  a narrow  compafs : 
thofe  portions,  which  are  more  of  the  doc- 
trinal kind,  neceffarily  require  a little  dila- 
tation ; efpecially,  where  the  points  of  doc- 
trine are  declared  in  figurative  terms.  In 
fuch  cafes  we  mud  have  recourfe  to  the 
form  of  paraphrafe,  in  order  that  the  mean- 
ing of  the  facrcd  writer  may  be  placed  in 
its  proper  point  of  view.  This  part  of  the 
fiudent’s  employment  v/ill  efpecially  require 
frequent  references  to  parallel  places,  and 
therefore,  at  fird,  may  appear  irkfome ; a 

little 
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little  pradice  however  will  render  it  amuf- 
ing,  as  well  as  inftrucftive. 

The  (Indent  is  advifed  to  be  particularly 
careful,  that  he  does  not  adopt  the  expref- 
hons  of  thofe  authors,  whom  he  may  be 
obliged  occafionally  to  confult.  T he  great 
end  and  aim  of  the  exercife  here  recommend- 
ed, is  to  imprint  upon  the  mind  fuch  an 
idea  of  the  adions  and  difcourfes*  of  our  re- 
deemer, and  of  thdr  moh  material  conco- 
mitant circumfiances,  as  may  enable  the 
fludent,  from  a conlideration  of  the  particu- 
larities of  time,  place,  and  occafion,  to  form 
a jud  and  accurate  conception  of  all  the  gof- 
pel  dodrines ; a knowledge  which  cannot 
be  attained,  unlefs  the  dudent,  deviating  from 
the  manner  of  expreffion  which  he  meets 
with  in  the  fcripture,  or  in  the  commenta- 
tors upon  it,  condruds  his  paragraphs  ac- 
cording to  forms  of  expreflion  conceived  by 
himfelf. 

Six  of  the  fird  fourteen  lines  of  references 
in  the  preceding  tables,  are  indances  wherein 
the  paraphradical  method  mud  be  adopted: 
the  following  is  a fpecimen  of  the  propofed 
manner  of  execution,  in  the  dodrinal  as 

well 
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well  as  hiflorical  parts  of  the  gofpels.  The 
fludent  will  obferve,  that  the  interpretation 
which  is  given  to  the  portions  of  St.  John, 
differs  from  the  fenfe  which  has  ufually  been 
afcribed  to  thofe  celebrated  verfes.  The 
leflurer,  by  virtue  of  being  a protedant,  has 
a right  to  give  that  fenfe,  which  appears  to 
him  mod  jud : the  dudent  has  an  equal 
right  of  adopting  that  interpretation,  which 
appears  to  him  mod  expredive  of  the  mean- 
ing of  the  facred  text.  The  following  ex- 
emplification is  intended  only  as  a model 
for  his  future  dudies  ; which  he  may  fafely 
imitate,  without  paying  any  further  refpedt 
to  the  interpretation  here  offered,  than  in  his 
opinion  it  deferves. 
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BY  THE  AUTHOR. 


NOW  REPRINTED  FROM  A COPT 


CORRECTED  BY  THE  AUTHOR 


letters, 


TO , ESQ. 

MEMBER  'CF  PARLIAMENT 
FOR  THE  COUNTY  OF . 

LETTER  I. 

SIR, 

I HAVE  no  occafion  to  inform  you  that 
a petition  of  the  clergy,  &c.  in  all  proba- 
bility will,  in  a fliort  time,  be  fubmitted  to 
you,  as  a member  of  the  legiflature.  You 
have  already  conlidered  the  fubjedt  with 
fome  degree  of  attention.  You  have  urged 
objedlions  both  to  the  fubjedl  matter,  and 
mode  of  application,  which  are  deferving 
of  a reply;  and  I fhall  think  myfelf  happy, 
if  the  anfwers  which  I give  you  in  all  fim- 
plicity  and  plainnefs,  lhall  lelfen  the  weight 
of  thofe  prejudices  you  feem  to  have  con- 
ceived both  againft  the  petitioners  and  their 
caufe. 


Upon 


( HO  ) 

Upon  the  firft  mention  of  the  intended 
application,  you  exclaimed,  ‘ What  have 
we  to  do,  as  laymen,  with  the  affairs  of  the 
church?  our  prelates  have  made  thefe  mat- 
ters the  ftudy  of  their  lives,  and  you  have  a 
legiflation  and  canons  of  your  own;  even 
with  refpedl:  to  lay  concerns,  we  intermeddle 
not  in  cafes  which  may  be  decided  by  the 
courts  below ; we  are  incompetent  to  the 
queflion;  go  to  convocation,  and  to  your 
hilltops,  for  redrefs.’  And  is  it  thus,  Sir,  as 
if  our  controverfy  were  nothing  more  than 
a queftion  of  words  and  of  names,  that  you 
intend  to  drive  us  from  the  judgment-feat? 
We  will  not  go  up  to  Jerufalein  to  be 
judged;  we  now  ftand  at  the  proper  tribu- 
nal; and  Casfar  himfelf  fhall  in  due  time 
be  called  upon  to  join  in  delivering  us  from 
that  unworthy  yoke  of  bondage,  under  which 
we  fo  long  have  groaned^, 

Permit 

* It  has  been  objected  to  the  fcheme  of  the  petiti- 
oners, that  the  relief  they  feek  is  requefted  from  an  im- 
proper jurifdidlion  ; and  defigns,  which  it  is  impollible 
they  could  ever  think  of  accomplilhing,  have  been  in- 
jurioully  imputed  to  them  by  their  adverfaries  in  this 

debate* 
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Permit  me,  Sir,  to  remind  you,  that  the 
moderate  clergy  of  thefe  times  lay  claim 
to  no  higher  authority  than  what  is  derived 

to 


debate.  The  queftion  is  gravely  put, — where  will  this 
rage  of  innovation  end?  I anfwer  only  for  myfelf,  yet 
I truft  that  I fliall  exprefs  the  fentiments  of  many  learn- 
ed and  worthy  perfons  in  this  nation. 

An  ex  ammo  fubfcription  to  the  truth  of  fyHematical 
articles  of  religion,  exprefled  in  unfcriptural  terms,  and 
an  acknowledgment  of  the  intire  conformity  of  a fet  of 
obfcure  metaphyfical  propoutlons,  to  the  plain  and 
fimple  doftrine  of  the  gofpel,  have  long  appeared 
grievous  to  individuals,  injurious  to  the  caufe  of  true 
religion,  and  prejudicial  to  the  interefts  of  our  excel- 
lent conftitution  both  in  church  and  ftate. 

In  an  age  dillipated  as  the  prefent,  nothing  appears- 
fo  likely  to  reftore  the  moral  and  religious  principle,  as 
an  aft'edling  and  unexceptionable  form  of  public  wor- 
Ihip;  but  in  order  to  effedf  this  purpofe,  the  prefent 
liturgy  muft  be  revifed : the  forms  of  ordination  alfo 
require  fome  amendment. 

I aflert  not  thefe  things  upon  my  own  authority;  nor 
will  I attempt  to  prove  my  point  from  the  writings  of 
.thofe  who  have  been  injurioufly  reprefentcd  as  the  ene- 
mies of  our  eftablifhment.  I am  content  to  reft  the 
proof  with  refpecl  to  the  matter  of  fail,  and  the  mea- 
fure  of  the  propofed  alterations,  upon  the  teftimony  of 
thofe  generous  friends  to  religious  liberty  and  virtue, 
who,  in  various  periods  of  our  conftitution,  have  adorn- 
ed the  cnglifli  church. 


Let 


( ) 

to  them  from  the  civil  magiflrate  and  the 
laws  of  this  realm.  They  are  iHled  indeed, 
not  unfrequently,  the  minifters  of  Chrift; 

and 

Let  all  fubfcription  to  human  formularies  of  faith 
and  doctrine  be  utterly  aboliftied. 

Let  the  ordinals  and  forms  of  public  worfhip  par- 
take of  the  improvement  of  the  times.  Here  I would 
fix  my  foot;  and  were  thefe  things  granted,  I would 
refolutely  oppofe  any  further  alteration  in  the  church. 

Let  us  now  inquire  concerning  the  mode  of  conduc- 
ing alterations  apparently  fo  important  to  the  interefts 
of  the  community^  and  the  authority  by  which  they 
muft  be  effeCed.  The  abolition  of  fubfcriptions,  and 
the  revifal  of  the  liturgy,  cannot  with  propriety  be 
produced  by  the  fame  jurifdiCion,  and  at  the  fame 
time. 

Subfeription  to  human  formularies  is  required  from 
many  orders  of  the  laity,  as  well  as  from  the  clergy. 
An  aC  of  parliament  therefore  can  alone  effeC  an  ade- 
quate relief. 

The  meafure  for  obtaining  fuch  relief,  fhould  origi- 
nate in  the  houfe  of  commons,  as  the  temporalities  of 
the  fubjeC  are  concerned.  Were  the  petitioners  to  in- 
treat a revifal  of  the  articles,  the  whole  might  be  re- 
ferred to  convocation;  but  as  a repeal  of  the  laws  in- 
ioin'ing  fubfcription  to  them  is  requefted,  the  truth,  or 
the  congruity  of  them  with  feripture,  does  not  come 

into  the  debate; the  expediency  of  an  ex  ammo  aflent 

to  them,  in  a proteftant  country,  is  the  only  fubjeC  of 

difpute  j 
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snd  they  jnftly  are  efteemed  lb,  becaufe  their 
ofhce  obliges  them  to  be  occupied  in  the 
gofpel  of  Chrift.  But  with  refped;  to  their 

appoint- 

difpute;  and  of  this  an  houfe  of  commons  may  and 
.ought  to  judge,  without  requefting  any  afliftance  from 
the  church.  A petition  to  the  king  for  an  abolition  of 
fubfcription  would  be  equally  abfurd ; I Ihould  as  foon 
expedl  to  hear,  from  fenfible  men,  of  a petition  to  the 
king  for  a diminution  of  the  land  tax.  Let  us  fuppofe, 
then,  that,  through  the  integrity  and  fpirit  of  the  com- 
mons, the  wifdom  of  the  lords,  the  humanity  and  the 
piety  of  the  king,  the  petitioners  are  relieved  from  the 
necefllty  of  fubfcribing  their  unfeigned  aflent  to  any 
humanly-devifed  formularies  of  faith. 

A little  refledlion  will  Ihew,  that  this  relief  would  be 
final  with  refpedf  to  one  point,  but  as  a preparatory  ftep 
only  to  the  completion  of  an  intire  reformation  j the>- 
liturgy  would  ftill  be  read  in  our  churches  unimproved* 
under  the  penalties  ellablifhed  by  law. 

In  order  to  effecft  a complete  reformation,  therefore,^ 
a revifal  of  the  liturgy  mull;  follow  in  due  time;  but  a 
quefiion  arifes  concerning  the  nature  of  the  applica- 
tion. I will  not  be  fo  prefumptuous  as  to  decide  with 
refpecfl:  to  the  part  the  houfe  of  commons,  or  the  houfe 
of  lords,  might,  upon  a proper  reprefentation,  take  in 
the  affair.  Moll:  afluredly  the  houfes  of  convocation 
fhould  not  be  confulted  ; the  formal  propofal  for  a re- 
vifal muft  originate  with  the  king;  or,  if  this  fliould  be 
•thought  improper,  a dutiful  petition  from  the  bilhops 
and  clergy,  or  either  houfe  of  parliament,  may  hereafter 

be 
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appointment,  and  the  prefcribed  rules  of 
their  condudl,  they  are  the  minifters  of  the 
flate.  The  reprelentatives  of  the  people  in, 
parliament,  united  with  the  other  two 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  have  given  their 
fandtion  to  chriftianity  as  the  eftabliflied 
religion. of  this  land.  As  a member  of  a 
proteflant  community,  every  englifhman 
maintains  the  authority  and  fufficiency  of 
the  holy  fcriptures  in  all  points  neceffary  to 
falvatioiij  and  by  a charter  derived  from  the 

God 

be  prefented  to  his  inajefty,  that  he  would  be  pleafed  to  ap- 
point a commiflion  of  bifhops,  and  other  learned  perfons, 
both  of  the  laity  and  clergy,  to  revifc  the  ordinals  and 
eftablilhed  forms  of  public  worlhip.  They  fliould  enter 
upon  their  tafk  with  all  proper  afliftances5  and  when 
completed,  fhould  fubmit  the  liturgy  thus  revifed,  to  the 
legiflature  of  the  nation,  who  fliould  eftablifli  the  ufe 
of  it  in  our  churches,  in  that  manner  which  feems  to 
them  expedient.  The  plan  of  reformation  would  be 
then  completed. 

But  the  requeft  of  the  prefent  petitioners  reaches  only 
to  the  repeal  of  thofe  laws  which  injoin  fubfcription  to 
humanly-devifed  formularies  of  faith;  and  t^lie  propriety 
of  fuch  requeft  fhould  be  fubmitted  to  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  who,  cxclufively  of  all  others,  are 
the  proper  perfons  to  apply  to,  in  a cafe  which  fo  im- 
mediately afFedfs  the  temporalities  of  the  fubject. 
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God  of  reafon  and  the  gofpel;  a charter, 
which,  as  it  interferes  not  with  any  tempo- 
ral jurifdidllon,  cannot  juftly  be  controuled 
by  human  authority;  he  claims  the  unali- 
enable privilege  of  interpreting  thofe  fcrip- 
tures  for  himfelf.  In  thefe  circumftances, 
and  with  thefe  privileges,  a fubjedt  of  the 
crown  of  England  becomes  a licenfed  teacher 
of  the  gofpel.  He  is^  qualified  for  his  office 
according  to  forms,  which  derive  their 
whole  validity  from  the  laws.  At  the  time 
of  this  legal  ordination  he  folemnly  declares, 
that  “he  is  perfuaded  that  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  contain  fufficiently  all  dodlrine  re- 
“ quired  of  neceffity  for  eternal  falvation, 
“ through  Jefus  Chrifl; ; that  he  is  deter- 
“ mined  out  of  the  fame  fcriptures  to  in- 
“ flrudl  the  people  committed  to  his  charge, 
“ and  to  teach  nothing  as  required  of  ne- 
“ ceffity  to  eternal  falvation,  but  that  which 
“ he  ffiall  be  perfuaded  may  be  concluded 
“ and  proved  by  the  fcripture:”  an  engage- 
ment which  certainly  allows  him  to  in- 
terpret thofe  fcriptures  as  right  reafon,  the 
analogy  of  faith,  and  found  criticifm,  ffiall 
dire(5l ; an  engagement,  which,  far  from 

L binding 
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binding  him  to  one  uniform  fyftem  of 
opinions  obligatory  through  life,  lays  him 
under  the  neceiTity,  not  only  of  changing, 
but  of  avowing  the  alteration  of  his  opi- 
nion, with  refpedt  to  the  fenfe  of  fcripture, 
as  often  as  better  knowledge  and  maturer 
confideration  fball  fugged:.  But  the  exer- 
cifc  of  this  natural  liberty  of  man,  of  this 
glorious  liberty  of  the  chriflian,  of  this 
reafonable  liberty  of  the  proteftant  teacher 
in  an  englifla  church,  is  eventually  annihi- 
lated by  an  obligation,  intirely  inconfifbent 
with  the  preceding  declaration  ; an  obliga- 
tion wherein  he  EX  ANiMo  declares,  and 
by  his  fubfeription  acknowledges  certain 
interpretations  of  thefe  feriptures,  certain 
fyflematical  articles  and  confellions  of  faith 
and  doflrine,  though  confdfedly  of  unin- 
Ipircd  original,  to  be,  all  and  every  of 
them,  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God. 

I will  only.  Sir,  requed;  you  for  a mo- 
ment to  reded-,  whether  a perfon  who  is 
laid  under  the  latter  obligation,  and  necef- 
litated  to  conform  to  it  by  the  additional 
weight  of  penal  indidions,  can  poOibly  ful- 
lil  the  former  folemn  engagement,  whereby 

he 
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he  promifes  to  preach  nothing  but  what  he 
himfelf  fhall  be  perfuaded  may  be  proved 
by  the  fcripture  ? Or  whether  it  is  proba- 
ble that  fuch  minifter  will  be  diligent  to 
ftudy  God’s  word,  or  employ  his  natural 
powers  and  acquired  knowledge  in  the  in- 
vehigation  of  God’s  will  as  therein  revealed, 
who  is  prohibited  from  interpreting  God’s 
word,  or  declaring  God’s  will,  otherwife 
than  is  fet  down  in  a prefcribed  formulary, 
in  v/hich  the  law  will  not  endure  the  lead 
variation  or  diverlity  of  judgment  ? 

This  inconliftency  in  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, is  the  private  grievance  of  many  indi- 
viduals ; is  the  public  reproach  of  a pro- 
tedant  date.  This  is  an  inconhdency  which 
the  parliament  of  Great  Britain  can  remove, 
both  as  podeding  a jurifdidtion  paramount 
to  all  other  jurifdidlions,  and  as  having  itfelf 
been  over-perfuaded  to  lend  its  fandion  to 
the  grievance  of  which  the  petitioners  com- 
plain. The  interference  of  all  other  jurif- 
didions  w'ould  be  impertinent;  and  the  at- 
tempt of  high  churchmen  to  arrogate  to 
themfelves  the  authority  of  judging  and  de- 
ciding in  this  quedion,  would  fubjed  them 
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to  the  imputation  of  having  deferved  a cen- 
fure,  if  poflible,  more  fevere  than  that  to 
which  too  many  of  them  have  manifeded  an 
inclination  of  fubjedting  thofe  of  their  bre- 
thren, who,  by  waving  an  application  to 
their  fuperiors  in  the  church,  have  die  wed, 
that  they  think  not  fo  prefumptuoully  of  the 
powers  annexed  to  their  calling. 

I diall  take  the  liberty  of  troubling  yon 
wdth  my  further  thoughts  upon  this  fubjedl 
in  foine  future  letters;  in  which  I diall  en- 
deavour to  diew,  by  additional  arguments, 
that  the  grievances  in  quedion  are,  in  dridt 
propriety,  within  the  cognizance  of  a britidi 
parliament;  that  they  are  worthy  objedls  of 
parliamentary  inquiry  and  redrcfs;  that  the 
impolition  of  any  articles  - of  faith,  as  ex- 
planatory of  the  fcriptures,  amounts  to  a 
folemn  renunciation  of  the  fufficiency  of 
thofe  fcriptures ; that  ftich  practice  muft  ne- 
celTarily  be  attended  with  a large  portion  of 
the  intolerant  fpirit,  the  mod  odious  conco- 
mitant of  popidi  fuperdition;  and  that  the 
ratidcation  of  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the 
englifh  church,  by  the  authority  of  parlia- 
ment, virtually  amounts,  with  refpedt  to 

points 
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points  of  dodtrine  of  high  concernment  to 
the  interefts  of  the  community,  to  an 
authoritative  renunciation  of  the  holy  fcrip- 
tures  themfelves. 


LETTER  II. 

SIR, 

Having,  in  my  former  letter,  endea- 
voured to  remove  fome  of  thofe  prejudices 
againft  that  mode  of  application  which  the 
clerical  petitioners  have  adopted,  I lhall 
beg  your  permidion,  in  this,  to  point  out 
to  your  obfervation  fome  of  thofe  circum- 
ftances  which  render  the  quellion  of  fub- 
fcription  intereffcing  to  the  public,  and 
therefore  highly  worthy  of  a parliamentary 
difcuffion. 

In  order  to  do  this  in  a manner  the  lead: 
liable  to  fubfequent  objedlions,  it  will  be 
neceflary  to  afcend  to  fome  of  the  fird  and 
leading  principles  of  the  focial  compadl. 

I mud  own,  I am  not  naturally  inclined 
to  encourage  any  great  partiality  in  favour 
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of  the  bifhop  of  Glouceflicr;  ^ yet  it  cannot 
be  denied,  but  that  he  has  diewn,  in  a very 
mallerly  manner,  the  neceffity  of  a religious 
principle,  in  order  to  inforce  the  obfer- 
vance  of  the  duties  of  imperfedl  obligation. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  private  fen- 
timents  of  flatefmen  ; however  contradic- 
tory to  each  other  may  have  been  their 
tenets;  however  fceptical  in  their  princi- 
ples; however  profligate  in  their  practice ; 
they  are  united  in  believing,  that  a general 
perfuaflon  in  the  people  of  the  reality  of  an 
over- ruling  providence,  and  of  a future 
flate  of  retribution,  together  with  an  efla- 
blifliment  providing  for  the  inculcating  thefe 
upon,  the  fubjedt,  are  eflentially  neceffary 
to  the  very  exiflence  as  well  as  to  the  proG 
perity  of  a flate. 

If  fomething  like  this  be  not  the  cafe,  it 
is  furely  a very  culpable  profufion  of  the 
public  treafure,  that  his  grace  of  Canter- 
bury and  my  lord  of  Durham,  fliould  receive 
annually  their  ten  thoufands  for  counte- 
nancing religion,  and  perhaps  ten  thoufand 
others  each  their  fifties,  for  preaching  it. 

Taking 
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Taking  this  fad:  then  for  granted,  and 
the  reafonablenefs  of  it  being  allowed,  that 
fome  hundreds  of  thoufands  of  pounds  are 
annually  expended  for  the  purpofe  of  gene- 
rating, inculcating,  and  fupporting  the  reli- 
gious principle,  a quefiion  arifes, — whether 
the  ellablilhment,  as  now  circumdanced, 
fully  anfwers  that  end? 

But  in  order  to  judge  upon  this  fubjed: 
with  more  precifion,  let  us  feign  to  our- 
felves  an  utopian  eftablifhment  of  religion ; 
an  edabliniinent  whi-ch  lhall  be  afifting  to 
the  honed  views  of  the  magidrate,  confola- 
tory  to  the  individual,  and  friendly  to  the 
general  intered  of  mankind. 

For  indance,  let  us  fuppofe,  that  in  one 
happy  kingdom  of  the  earth,  Christi- 
anity, as  contained  in  the  fcripture,  with- 
out the  addition  of  any  human  articles  or 
formularies  of  faith,  diould  be  the  eda- 
blidied  religion  of  the  land. 

A perfon  who  is  a fubjed  in  fuch  a king- 
dom, may  be  underdood  to  be  always  wil- 
ling to  declare  the  fudiciency  of  the  fcrip- 
tures;  that  they  are  “ profitable  for  doc- 
trine, for  reproof,  for  corredion,  for  in- 
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ftrudiion  in  righteoufnefs.”  He  may  fur- 
ther be  underflood  to  believe,  that  ‘‘  God  in 
the  beginning  created  the  heavens  and  the 
earth;”  that  “he  dwelleth  not  in  temples 
made  with  hands that  “ he  is  the  bleffed 
and  only  potentate,  the  king  of  kings,  and 
lord  of  lords;”  that  “ he  giveth  to  all  life 
and  breath,  and  all  things;”  that  “ he 
caufeth  the  grafs  to  grow  for  the  cattle,  and 
herb  for  the  fervice  of  man that  “ the 
eyes  of  all  wait  upon  him,  that  he  may  give 
them  their  meat  in  due  feafon;  when  he 
openeth  his  hand,  they  are  filled  with  good; 
v/hen  he  hideth  his  face,  they  are  trou- 
bled ; when  he  taketh  away  their  breath, 
they  die,  and  are  turned  again  to  their 
dud.” 

A member  of  fuch  an  ideal  edablifliment 
may  be  underdood  to  profefs,  that  “ to  him 
there  is  but  one  God,  and  one  mediator  be- 
tween God  and  man,  the  man  Chrid  Jefus, 
who  gave  himfelf  a ranfom  for  all.” 

He  will  agree  .with  St.  Paul,  that  “the 
wages  of  fin  is  death,  but  the  gift  of  God  is 
(Sternal  life,  through  Jefus  Chrid  our  Lord.” 
A merpber  of  fuch  an  edablidiment  may 

be 


( 153  ) 

be  alfo  underftood  to  profefs  it  to  be  his 
real  perfualion  and  belief,  that  there  is  a 
day  appointed,  in  which  “ God  will  judge 
the  world  in  righteoufnefs  by  that  man 
whom  he  hath  ordained;  whereof  he  hath 
eiven  alTurance  unto  all  men,  in  that  he 

O 

hath  raifed  him  from  the  dead.” 

A perfon  who  acknowledged  himfelf  to 
be  a member  of  fuch  an  eilablidiment, 
would  be  a good  fubjedt,  if  he  adled  agree- 
ably to  his  profedions.  He  would  be  ‘‘  fub- 
jefl  to  principalities  and  powers ; he  would 
obey  magiftrates,  and  be  ready  to  do  every 
good  work.”  He  would  be  a pradlifer  of 
every  focial  virtue,  a friend  to  the  moll 
lading  intereds  of  all  mankind;  as  he  pro- 
fed'es,  that  all  the  law  is  fulfilled  in  one 
word,  thou  dialt  love  thy  neighbour  as 
thyfelf.” 

But  in  order  to  be  qualified  as  a licenfed 
teacher  under  fuch  an  edablidiment,  more 
may  very  reafonably  be  expedted.  The 
changing  circumdances,  and  date  of  party 
in  a nation,  may  require  dill  further  fecu- 
rities.  Let  us  inquire  what  in  reafon  they 
Plight  be. 
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Such  licenfed  teacher  might  enter  into 
the  following  engagement  with  the  ftate, 
provided  the  date  authorifes  and  fupports 
his  million. 

1 . He  might  fird:  make  the  declaration 
contained  in  my  preceding  letter,  in  the 
prefence  of  the  perfon  or  perfons  who  are 
appointed  by  the, civil  power  to  ordain  him. 

2.  He  might  further  declare  in  the  words 
of  the  protedant  oath,  appointed  to  be  taken 
b the  fellows  of  mod  colleges  in  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  “I  A.  B.  do  pro- 
mife  in  the  prefence  of  God,  that  I will 
heartily  and  dedfaftly  adhere  to  the  true  re- 
ligion of  Chrift,  and  prefer  the  authority 
of  holy  fcripture  before  the  opinions  of 
men;  that  I will  make  the  word  of  God 
the  rule  of  my  faith  and  practice,  and  look 
upon  other  things  which  are  not  proved  out 
of  the  word  of  God  as  human  only  j that  I 
will  readily,  with  all  my  power,  op^pofe  doc- 
trines contrary  to  the  word  of  God ; that 
in  matters  of  religion  I will  prefer  truth  be- 
fore cuftom,  what  is  written  before  what 
is  not  written.” 

3.  He 
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3-  He  might  take  the  oath  of  allegiance 
to  the  perfon  ol  the  king. 

4.  He  might  take  the  oath  of  fupremacy, 
wherein  he  renounces  all  foreign  jurifdic- 
tion. 

5.  He  might  take  an  oath  againlt  hmony 
in  the  prefence  of  the  ordinary. 

6.  He  might  take  an  oath  of  canonical 
obedience  to  his  ordinary. 

7.  He  might  make  a folemn  renuncia- 
tion of  the  leading  and  elTential  tenets  of 
popery,  according  to  the  form  of  declara- 
tion required  of  every  member  of  parlia- 
ment, before  he  is  permitted  to  take  his  feat 
in  either  houfe,  and  for  the  fame  reafons. 

8.  Penal  inflidtions  might  be  incurred, 
in  cafe  of  a failure  in  reading  the  liturgy  as 
edabliflaed  by  law. 

A licenfed  teacher  profefling  fuch  reli- 
gioh,  declaring  fuch  refolutions,  and  un- 
der fuch  obligations,  would,  in  all  probabi- 
lity, fulfil  the  purpofe  of  the  ftate  in  his 
appointment. 

If  thefe  oaths  and  declarations  would  not 
bind  him  to  the  performance  of  his  duty, 
and,  at  the  fame  time,  be  a fufficient  fecurity 

to 
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to  the  ftate,  it  is  impoHlble  that  any  can  be 
conceived  by  the  wit  of  man,  which  will 
anfwer  thefe  purpofes. 

Let  the  offices  of  ordination  and  Burn’s 
Eccleiiaftical  law  be  confulted  under  the 
heads  “ Benefice,”  “ Oaths,”  “ Ordination” 
and  “ Public  Worfhip  and  it  will  be 
found,  that  all  thefe  fecurities,  except  the 
proteflant  oath  of  Elizabeth,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  the  30th  of  Charles  the  fecond,  are 
already  required  of  every  perton  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  a benefice  in  the  englifh  church. 

Let  me  then,  Sir,  recommend  to  your 
ferious  confideration,  till  you  hear  from  me 
again,  the  following  query,  with  its  an- 
fwer:— what  is  wanted  to  realize  the  pre- 
ceding utopian  eftablifhment  in  our  coun- 
try? 

Anf.  Little  more  than  the  repealing  one 
chapter  of  the  13th  of  Elizabeth,  and  a 
few  claufes  of  the  lafi;  ad  of  uniformity; 
the  reafons  for  promulging  which  are  now 
happily  no  more. 

In  a future  letter,  I fliall  endeavour  to 
fhew,  among  other  matters,  that  the  conti- 
nuance of  the  flatutes  injoining  fubfcrip- 

tions. 
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tions,  not  only  defeat  the  good  purpofes'to 
be  expedted  from  all  the  other  cuftoms  and 
Hatutes  relating  to  this  fubjedl — not  only 
render  that  ecclefiaftical  corporation,  which 
is  called,  though  improperly,  the  church, 
an  unneceffary  burden,  inftead  of  an  ufeful 
fervant  of  the  ftate;  but  have  alfo  contri- 
buted to  the  growth  of  atheifm,  irreligion, 
and  profanenefs;  and,  if  not  quickly  repeal- 
ed, will,  in  all  human  probability,  utterly 
annihilate  the  fmall  remainder  of  true  reli- 
gion and  virtue  in  our  land. 


LETTER  III. 

SIR, 

In  my  firft  letter  to  you  upon  the  fub- 
jedl  of  fubfcriptions,  I endeavoured  to  con- 
vince you,  that  a requilition  of  them  to 
fyhematical  confefhons  of  faith  and  doc- 
trine, reduces  to  a hate  of  inefficiency  that 
more  important  and  really  ufeful  engage- 
ment of  the  chrihian  miniher,  which  binds 
him  to  the  preaching  of  whatever  he  him- 

felf 
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felf  fliall  be  perfuaded  may  be  concluded 
and  proved  from  the  words  of  holy  writ. 

In  my  fecond,  after  demonftrating  the 
neceffity  of  a legal  ellablilhment  for  the 
purpofe  of  inculcating  the  religious  princi- 
ple upon  the  mind  of  every  member  of  the 
community,  I endeavoured  to  fatisfy  you,' 
that  the  fandtions  which  would  remain,  ^ 
after  the  laws  relating  to  fubfeription  were  ' 
repealed,  would  be  abundantly  fufficient  for 
that  falutary  purpofe — would  effedlually 
guard  againft  all  opinions  and  practices  that 
might  prove  prejudicial  to  the  ftate. 

In  this,'  I fhall  beg  your  attention  to  a 
few  obfervations  upon  the  inconfftency  of  j 
our  churchmen,  in  maintaining  the  fuffici-  j 
ency  of  the  feriptures,  at  the  fame  time  that  | 
they  plead  for  an  edabliflted  interpretation  j 
of  them.  In  the  difculTion  of  this  argument,  i 
I fhall  confider  you  as  not  unacquainted  J 
with  thofe  leading  principles  of  protellan-  £ 
tifm,  upon  which  we  aiTedt  to  juftify  our  ■ 
feparation  from  the  church  of  Rome;  and,  ;i 
as  a member  of  the  brit)lh  fenate,  fhall  fup- 
pofe  you  to  be  well  verfed  in  thofe  political 
reafons  which  were  affigned  for  difclaiming 
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her  jurifdidlion ; reafons  which  clearly  evi- 
denced her  exercife  of  dominion  in  our 
land  to  be  incompatible  with  the  rights  of 
our  imperial  crown. 

But  in  clearing  this  matter,  we  muft 
make  fome  previous  obfervations  upon  the 
papal  authority,  which  has  too  often,  I 
think,  been  confidered  in  an  improper  point 
of  view. 

The  diflincl  ideas  of  fpi ritual  and  tem- 
poral jurifdidtion  were  adopted  long  before 
the  elevation  of  the  roman  pontiff  to  an  ill- 
grounded  pre-eminence  among  his  brethren. 

For  fome  hundred  years  before  that  me- 
morable event,  the  authority  claimed  by  the 
church  was  equal,  if  not,  in  fome  points, 
fuperior,  to  what  the  pope  exercifed  in  the 
plenitude  of  his  power,  and  may  be,  in  part, 
accounted  for  in  the  following  manner : 

The  perfecutions  which  chriflianity  en- 
dured in  the  fecond  and  third  centuries, 
many  of  which  are  to  be  afcribed  to  the 
ambitious  claims  and  practices  of  its  pre- 
lates, compelled  its  profeffors  to  form  a 
fociety  in  oppofition  to  the  date.  The  re- 
gulations of  this  fociety,  with  refpedl  to  its 

govern- 
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government  and  difcipline  in  the  times  of 
perfecution,  gave  it  a ftability,  and  even  an 
independency,  after  the  ifate  had  acceded  to 
the  faith. 

Hence  the  converfion  of  the  empire  to 
chriftianity  may  be  more  properly  ftiJed  the 
vidlory  and  the  triumph  of  one  community 
filled  “ the  church,”  over  another  commu- 
nity called  “ the  flate,”  which  had  fo  long 
conflidted  with  i.t,  but  was  at  length  found 
unable  to  refill  its  power. 

The  claims  of  the  clergy  hill  increafed, 
until,  at  length,  the  civil  rights  and  polTef- 
lions  of  men  were  annihilated  or  abforbed 
in  the  all-devouring  power  and  patrimony 
of  the  church.  The  event  was  a defpotic 
power  of  the  priefl  to  impofe  whatever  doc- 
trines he  thought  lit,  joined  with  an  abfurd 
and  fenfelefs  fuperflition,  which  foon  en- 
tombed in  one  gloomy  grave  whatever  was 
valuable  of  the  arts,  the  learning,  and  the 
religion  of  mankind. 

Popery,  properly  fpeaking,  was  nothing 
more  than  the  change  of  clerical  jurifdidlion 
from  the  republican,  or  rather  ariflocratical, 
to  the  monarchical  form.  Many  of  the  ger- 
man 
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man  reformers  nobly  vindicated,  and  juflly 
afferted,  the  right  of  private  judgment,  in 
oppolition  to  this  authority:  but  this  was 
not  the  cafe  with  us.  Our  boafted  refor- 
mation, in  fadl,  was  little  more  than  an  adt 
of  juftifiable  rebellion  againfl:  our  fpiritual 
head;  wherein  we  renounced  the  dominion 
of  the  univerfal  monarch,  and  fet  up  a fpi- 
jitual  head  of  our  own. 

But -the  pretended  right  to  an  authority 
in  controverfies  of  faith,  which  churchmen 
claimed,  while  united  under  one  vifibie  head, 
W'’as  alTerted  and  exercifed  with  the  fame 
pertinacity  as  before.  While  the  power  of 
the  pried;  or  fovereign  pontiff  remained  un- 
fhaken  and  unquedioned,  fubfcriptions  in- 
deed were  not  heard  of;  for  where  the  right 
to  a defpotic  dominion  is  acknowledged  by 
a blind  fubmiffion  to  the  ruling  powers,  a 
declaration  of  adent  to  articles  would  be 
fuperfluous,  and  w’ould  imply  a latent  right 
of  private  judgment.  Our  ancedors  repofed 
an  implicit  confidence  in  their  ghodly  fa- 
thers; and  therefore,  with  refpedl:  to  the 
number  and  abfurdity  of  the  impofitions, 
their  cafe  was  more  deplorable  than  ours : 
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but  with  refpedl  to  the  too  probable  pcrma- 
Heney  of  thefe  innovations  upon  the  gofpel, 
and  fome  other  circiimftances,  our  cafe  per- 
haps may  be  more  deplorable  than  theirs. 

An  equality  between  the  two  powers  which 
are  reprefuited  as  contrading  with  each 
other,  is  all  that  is  now  contended  for  : and 
the  more  humble  term  of  an  “ alliance’' 
between  the  church  and  date,  as  contained 
in  the  fchemes  of  De  Marca  and  Warbur- 
ton,  ferves  to  exprefs  the  high  church  no-' 
tions  of  thefe  times.  But  every  claim  of 
the  church  to  an  independent  jurifdidion, 
which,  in  the  remoteft  degree,  affeds  the 
temporalities  of  its  members,  is  utterly  in- 
defenlible.  The  church  of  England,  con- 
fidered  with  refped  to  the  adual  exertion 
of  any  power,  fliould  be  confidered  as  a 
fociety  of  men  incorporated  for  the  purpofe 
of  teaching  the  religion  of  the  gofpel — is 
the  creature — is  the  fervant  of  the  date; 
and  therefore,  like  other  corporations,  has 
no  authority  to  enad  or  impofe  any  thing 
which  affeds  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed. 

With  refped  to  the  Glouceflrian  fidion, 
thanks  to  the  civil  powers!  all  apprehen- 
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fioh  of  danger  from  it  is  removed  as  far  afi 
relates  to  the  fabrication  of  new  articles. 
The  church  indeed  continues  to  affert  that 
fhe  has  authority  in  controverlies  of  faithj 
but  her  conftitutional  reprefentative,  the 
convocation,  has  not  fitten  for  fome  time,  ' 
and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  never  fit  again. 

However,  before  this  afifemblv  had  in- 
tirely  loft  its  jurifdiftion  by  the  abfurdity 
of  its  claims,  and  its  credit  by  its  perfonal 
abufe,  fome  of  its  members  drew  up  a fet 
of  decifions  and  decrees,  and  had  influence 
enough  with  the  flate,  to  get  them  bound 
upon  their  fucceflors  in  their  own  profef- 
fion,  by  an  iniquitous  law ; had  influence 
enough,  with  a pedantic  and  an  arbitrary 
king,  to  get  them  alfo  bound  upon  every 
other  profefllon  of  men,  who,  in  the  re- 
motefl:  degree,  might  aflfedl  their  interefl  and 
power.  But  while  thefe  laws  and  ordi- 
nances which  enjoin  fubfcription  to  human 
articles,  and  formularies  of  faith,  fliall  be 
permitted  to  remain,  the  reformation  is  fo 
far  from  being  completed,  that,  in  fadt,  with 
refpedt  to  a material  part  of  it,  it  is  but 
jufl  begun.  The  bifhops,  whofe  power  and 
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influence  are  truly  formidable,  will  conti-* 
nue  to  make  thefe  articles  the  only  tefts  of 
orthodox  belief ; they  will  examine  in  them 
at  their  ordinations,  and  negledf  the  fcrip- 
tures } they  will  difcoiirage  the  reading  of 
thefe  fcriptures  with  a papiftical  apprehen- 
fion,  almofl;  amounting  to  a reprobation  of 
the  word  of  God.  Upon  a nearer  view, 
academical  men  might  fee  the  abfurdity  of 
thefe  famous  monuments  of  human  weak- 
nefs,  and  might  fiifpedl  an  oppofition  be- 
tween thefe  articles  drawn  up  by  fallible 
men,  and  the  infallible  word  of  God;  and 
therefor^  in  the  univerfities,  the  bifhops 
and  the  heads  of  houfes  will  difcourage  all 
atttention  to  them  both  An  intolerant 

I 

fpirit,  joined  with  a lenfelefs  fuperfl:ition, 

the 

* A perfon  of  hrgh  flation  in  the  church  has  in  his 
hands  authentic  evidences  of  fome  fa£ls,  which,  unlefs 
the  evil  be  very  fpeedily  remedied,  may  be  appealed  to  as 
proofs,  that  thefe  confequences  of  fubfcriptions  have 
actually  taken  place. — See  Dr.  Powell’s  “ Defence  of 
fubfcription,  &c.  in  a fermon,  preached  before  the  uni- 
verfity  of  Cambridge,  on  commencement  funday,  1757;” 
and  lince  republifhed  in  a volume  of  his  “~Difcourfes 
on  various  fubjefts,  1766.” — See  alfo  the  laft  of  Dr; 
Hallifax’s  “ Three  fermons,”  preached  before  the  fame 
univerfity  and  publiflied  at  the  requeft  of  the  Vice-Chan- 
cellor and  heads  of  houfes,  1772, 
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the  natural  fruit  of  ignorance,  will  take 
•deep  root ; an  univerfal  depravity  of  man- 
ners, a want  of  every  principle  which  dig- 
nifies the  foul  of  man,  mufi:  inevitably  fuc- 
ceed.  And  therefore  with  refpedt  to  morals, 
religious  learning,  and  church  power,  our 
■only  change  will  be,  as  the  very  fenfible 
author  of  a letter  to  the  archbifhop  of  Can- 
terbury has  exprefled  it,  ‘‘  we  (hall  have 
an  aggregate  of  popes,  inftead  of  one.”^ 

Is 

^ [See  “ A letter.  See.  on  the  fubje(ft  of  the  intended 
petition  to  parliament,”  1771..  p.  29,  and]  this  fenti- 
ment  feems  in  part  to  be  confirmed  by  the  following 
paflage  in  D’Ewe’s  Journal,  p.  239. 

Mr.  Peter  Wentworth,  in  a fpeech  in  the  houfe  of 
commons,  inveighing  againil:  a mefi'age  of  the  queen  to 
the  houfe,  “ that  they  fliould  not  deal  in  any  matters  of 
religion,  but  firft  to  receive  from  the  bifliops”  (for  whi.;h 
fpeech  he  was  afterwards  fent  to  the  tower)  exprefiTeth 
himfelf  thus^;.“  1 have  heard  of  old  parliament-men,  tiiat 
the  banilhment  of  the  pope  and  popery,  and  the  reftoring 
of  true  religion,  had  their  beginning  from  this  houfe, 
and  not  from  the  bifliops;  and  I have  heard,  that  few 
laws  for  religion  had  their  foundation  from  them.  And  I 
do  furely  think,  (before  God  I fpeak  it)  that  the  bifliops 
were  the  caufe  of  that  doleful  meflage;  and  I will  fl\ew 
you  what  moveth  me  fo  to  think.  1 was,  amonglt  others, 
the  laft  parliament,  fent  unto  the  bifliop  of  Canterbury 
for  the  articles  of  religion  that  then  pafled  this  houfe. 
He  alkcd  me,  why  wc  did  put  out  of  the  book  the  arti- 
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Is  it  not  therefore.  Sir,  a folemn  farce  and 
mockery  of  God,  for  our  churchmen  to  affert 
the  futhciency  of  the  holy  f.riptures  in  all 
things  necehary  to  falvation,  and  yet  to  in- 
fift  upon  our  aifent  to  articles  conceived  in* 
unfcriptural  terms?  If  the  fcriptures  are 
fuHicient  unto  falvation,  a churchman  can 
have  no  honefl:  reafons  for  wilhing  the  efla- 
bliihinent  of  any  formulary  of  faith  and  doc- 
, trine  befides  thofe  fcriptures } and  that  the 
ftatefman  has  reafon  to  be  fatisfied  without 
fubfcription  to  fuch  formularies,  I think 
may  be  colledlcd  from  my  fecond  letter. 

But,  before  I difmifs  this  fubjed:,  I niuft 
take  notice  of  a favourite  argument,  which 
has  been  often  urged  to  evince  the  necefhty 

of 

cles  for  the  homilies,  confecrating  of  bifhops,  and  fuch 
like?  Surely,  Sir,  faid  I,  becaufe  we  were  fo  occupied 
in  other  matters,  that  we  had  no  time  to  examine  them 
how  they  agreed  with  the  word  of  God.  What,  faid 
he,  furely  you  midoolc  the  matter;  you  will  refer  your- 
felves  wholly  to  us  therein  ? No,  by  the  faith  I bear  to 
God,  faid  1,  we  will  pafs  nothing  before  we  underftand 
what  it  is  ; for  that  were  but  to  mjike  you  popes  ; make 
you  popes  who  lift,  faid  I,  for  we  will  make  you  none; 
and  fure,  Mr.  Speaker,  the  fpeech  feemed  to  me  to  be 
a pope- like  fpeech;  and  I fear  left  our  bifltops  do  attri- 
bute this  of  the  pope’s  canons  unto  themfelves, 
nsn  poteji  errareP’ 
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t>f  fubfcription  to  fyftematLcal  confeffions 

and  human  articles  of  faith.  It  has  been 

* 

pleaded,  that  although  the  fufficiency  of  the 
fcriptures  is  allovved,  yet  explanations  of 
thole  Icriptures  are  highly  edifying,  even 
when  fuch  explanations  are  con  eivod  in, 
human  words.  The  utility  of  difcoarfes 
from  the  pulpit  mull  he  granted;  the  fenfe 
of  fcripture  may  be  thereby  made  dearer 
and  more  determinate;  why  then  may  it  not 
be  allowed  to  fix  the  fenfe  of  fcripture  in 
an  eftablifhed  formulary  of  faith  ? 

In  the  firfl;  place,  this  argument  would 
prove  too  much.  It  would  prove  that  there 
was  no  necellity  for  fuch  difcourfes  at  all, 
the  articles  alone  would  anfwer  every  end 
which  could  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  preacher’s 
view. 

In  the  next  place,  we  fhould  confider,  that 
in  the  cafe  of  expofitions  of  fcripture  from 
the  pulpit,  or  the  prefs,  although  the  ex- 
pounder lliould  endeavour  to  fhew  the  con- 
formity of  his  dodtrine  to  the  word  of  God 
by  fober  argument,  found  criticifm,  and  ra- 
tional inquiry  ; yet  we  have  the  liberty  of 
rejecting  his  interpretations,  if  we  think  we 
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have  got  better  of  our  own.  But  the  exercifc 
of  this  power  of  judging  for  ourfelves  is 
utterly  annihilated  in  the  cafe  of  a fub- 
fcription  to  an  eftablifhed  formulary  ; the 
preacher’s  powers  are  tied  up,  he  is  prohi- 
bited from  giving  us  his  own  interpretation, 
and  the  hearer  mull  acquiefce,  for  the  want 
of  a better,  in  the  interpretation  already 
given  by  the  church. 

We  may  talk  then  of  the  fufficiency  of 
the  fcriptures  as  w^e  pleafe;  but  while  the 
laws  eftablifliing  fubfcription  to  human  for- 
mularies remain,  the  voice  of  the  articles 
(hall  alone  be  heard;  the  ignorance  and  fu- 
perftition  of  mankind  fliall  for  a while  pre- 
ferve  thefhadowof  religion  in  our  land,  but 
its  fubftance  {hall  be  no  where  found.  Im- 
provements in  fcience  and  the  arts  {hall  at 
length  difclofe  the  aftonilhing  abfurdity  of 
our  national  faith.  The  fcriptures  {liall  be 
diibelieved,  becaufe  their  genuine  fimplicity 
and  excellence  are  concealed  by  deiigning 
men  from  human  view ; the  articles  fliall 
be  diibelieved,  becaufe  they  are  held  forth 
to  it. 

^The  legal  eftabli{limeiU  therefore  in  our 
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country  does  not  anfwer  the  end  it  was  in-* 
tended  to  promote.  It  does  not  tend  to  ge- 
nerate, to  inculcate,  and  to  cultivate  the 
fenfe  of  religion  in  the  minds  of  men.  It 
too  often  produces  the  reverfe.  It  Ihould 
therefore.  Sir,  be  either  abolifhed  or  re- 
formed. 


LETTER  IV. 

SIR, 

The  thirty- nine  articles  of  the  church 
of  England  are  eftabliflied  by  authority  of 
parliament,  as  well  as  by  eccleliaftical  fanc- 
tions.  It  ihould  therefore  feem,  that,  at 
the  time  of  their  eflablilhment,  our  ancef- 
tors  conceived  the  belief  of  them  to  be  of 
high  importance  to  every  member  of  fociety, 
and  confidered  them  as  points  of  doctrine 
worthy  of  being  planted  in  every  englhli 
bread:. 

But  we  trull  the  legillature  of  this  day 
will,  upon  a fair  and  candid  infpedlion  of 
thefe  articles,  form  a very  different  judg- 
ment; and  I hope.  Sir,  to  make  it  appear 
to  you,  that  if  the  miniilers  of  the  gofpel 


were 


( 17°  ) 

were  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  their 
charge  upon  this  idea,  they  muft  preach 
away  the  common  fenfe  of  nine  parts  in  ten 
of  thofe  who  hear  them,  and  effeclil  a ftill 
more  deplorable  change  upon  the  hearts  of 
the  remainder. 

The  fird;  article  of  our  church  profeiTcs 
to  treat  of  faith  in  the  holy  trinity  j an 
cxprelTion  not  to  be  found  in  feripture,  a 
dodbrine  not  conneded  with  the  performance 
of  a fingle  duty  in  focial  life.  A man  may 
believe  the  contrary,  and  yet  be  a good 
chridian,  a good  father,  a good  mafter, 
a good  hulband,  a good  citizen,  and  a good 
friend.  A fpeculative  divine,  therefore, 
fliould  be  indulged  in  the  liberty  of  believ- 
ing this  article,  of  fubferibing  it,  and  of 
writing  about  it,  if  he  pleafe  j but  I am  fo 
far  from  thinking  it  expedient  that  fuch  an 
article  fhould  be  eflablifhed  by  an  adt  of  the 
date,  that  I fhould  rather  wifh  the  clergy, 
who  are  the  hired  fervants  of  the  date,  for 
the  purpofe  I have  fo  often  mentioned,  of 
inculcating  the  religious  principle,  might  be 
prohibited  from  preaching  upon  a fubjedb  of 
fo  inflammatory  a contexture,  and  which,  by 

its 
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its  very  nature,  has  an  obvious  tendency  to 
deftroy  all  rational  religion,  with  mutual 
love  and  charity,  its  faireft  fruits. 

With  refpedt,  then,  to  the  firft  article, 
in  order  to  make  it  of  any  ufe,  the  title 
Zhou  Id  be  changed ; it  fliould  be  faid  to  treat, 
not  of  the  trinity,  but  of  the  unity  of  God 5 
and  the  latter  part  of  it  Ihould  be  expunged, 
not  becauie  it  is  falfe,  but  becaufe  it  is  un- 
intelligible, unlefs  by  men  of  very  elevated 
minds.  ^ 

If  the  firfl  article  is  faulty,  the  fecond  is 
like  unto  it,  and  the  fubfcription  of  the 
teacher  to  its  truth  Ihould  by  no  means  be 
infilled  on.  It  defines  with  a logical,  or 
rather  chemical  precifion,  what  never  was 
comprehended,  or  ever  can  be  comprehend- 
ed, by  the  help  of  thofe  rational  powers 
which  we  now  enjoy. 

As  for  the  third  article,  which  treats  of 

the 

• Dr.  Hallifax  aflerted,  in  one  of  his  “ Three  fermons” 
preached  at  Cambridge,  that  the  three  pcrfons  of  the 
godhead  were  united  though  diftinguilhed,  diftinguifhed 
though  but  one.”  The  expreflion  was  heard  by  hun- 
dreds ; but,  with  many  others  of  a fimilar  import,  was  not 
thought  worthy  of  being  retained  in  the  printed  copies. 
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the  going  down  of  Chrift  into  hell,  I can- 
not  conceive  how  the  flate  can  be  interefled 
in  the  decifion  of  fiich  a queftion.  I may 
believe  him  to  be  the  author  of  my  falva- 
tion,  and  adt  accordingly,  without  believing 
that  he  allailed  the  devil  in  his  own  domi- 
nions ; as  the  compilers  of  our  articles  cer- 
tainly fuppofed  he  did. 

The  fourth  article  contains  two  very  im- 
portant points  of  dodtrine.  It  treats,  though 
in  a manner  not  abfolutely  exceptionable, 
upon  the  refurredtion  and  afcenfion  of  our 
Lord.  But  every  perfon  who  believes  the 
fcriptures  cannot  but  believe  thefe  dodlrines, 
and  therefore  a fubfcription  to  them  is  un- 
neceffary.  The  legiilature,  however,  may 
fo  far  interfere  with  propriety,  as  to  injoin 
the  preaching  upon  them,  on  account  of 
their  manifeft  connedtion  with  the  pradlice 
of  piety  and  virtue. 

With  refpedl  to  the  fifth  article,  it  is  only 
an  expanfion  of  a part  of  the  proportion 
which  concludes  the  firft.  It  recalls  to  our 
remembrance  that  unchrifiian  controverfy, 
which  was  long  maintained  between  con- 


tending churchmen  upon  the  holy  ghoft’s 
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proceffion  from  the  fon.  The  belief  of  it  is 
not  naturally  connedled  with  the  pradlice  of 
any  focial  duty.  Many  have  believed  the 
divine  midion  of  JeTus,  without  fuppofing 
this  proceflion.  It  is  unwife,  therefore, 
to  append  emoluments  to  the  profeffion  of 
fuch  faith. 

Were  I a member  of  that  affembly  in 
which  you.  Sir,  early  evidenced  the  polfef- 
fion  of  all  thofe  virtues  which  can  ornament 
the  head  and  heart,  I would  ferioully  pro- 
pofe  a fubfcription  to  the  fixth  article  a- 
lone  as  a proper  fubftitute  for  fubfcription 
to  all  the  reft.  It  contains  the  difcriminat- 
ing  characfter  of  true  proteftantifm.  It  af- 
ferts  the  fufficiency  of  the  holy  fcriptures 
for  falvation.  But  the  privilege  of  inter- 
preting thofe  fcriptures  for  ourfelves,  which 
feems  to  be  the  natural  confequence  of  the 
fufficiency  maintained  in  this  article,  is  in- 
tirely  abrogated  by  the  impofition  of  the  re- 
maining thirty-eight. 

Laws  are  inftituted  to  prevent  real,  not 
imaginary  dangers  to  the  ftate.  I do  not 
fuppofe  that  there  is  a fingle  perfon  in  the 
kingdom  who,  if  fubfcriptions  were  re- 
moved. 
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moved,  would  apprehend  the  common  law 
in  danger  of  being  fuperfeded  by  the  mo- 
faic  code. 

The  negative  of  the  mod  material  part 
of  this  feventh  article  has  been  ably  fup- 
ported  by  the  right  reverend  author  of  the 
Divine  Legation,  who  has  more  than  once 
endeavoured  to  bring  down  theological  ven- 
geance’upon  others,  on  the  mere  fufpicion 
of  their  taking  the  fame  liberty  of  private 
judgment,  which  he  has  fo  remarkably  ex- 
ercifed  himfelf.  Should  thefe  papers  ever 
fall  in  the  way  of  that  gentleman,  he  will 
underfland  me,  when  I fay,  that  he  has  ven- 
tured, in  a very  public  manner,  to  accufe  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England  of  a de- 
parture from  his  fubfcriptions,  but,  though 
folemnly  called  upon,  has  not  chofen  to  at- 
tempt a confirmation  of  his  charge  by  the 
proper  evidences. 

A man  that  fubfcribes  the  eighth  article, 
virtually  unfubfcribes  the  fixth. 

The  ninth  article  treats  of  original,  or 
birth  fin ; but  the  ftate  has  to  do  with  thole 
fins  only  which  are  committed  after  birth. 

I would  gladly  avoid  the  eonfideration  of 

the 
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the  eight  following  articles,  of  which  the 
fourteenth  alone  can  be  of  any  ufe.  I ara 
fatisfied  that,  upon  perufal  of  them,  no 
englifli  fenator  will  fee  the  neceflity  of  bind- 
ing  thefe  metaphyfical  fubtilties  upon  the 
confclences  of  thofe,  who  are  fent  forth,  by 
the  civil  power,  to  inftrud  the  people  in  the 
necedity  of  obedience  to  the  laws  of  God 
and  man.  While  they  continue  unintelli- 
gible, they  are  ufelefs.  When  underflood, 
they  are  prejudicial,  nay,  even  dangerou:, 
to  the  (late:  they  (Irike  at  the  root  of  all 
morality,  the  hate’s  fureft  fafeguard  and 
fupport ; and  if  the  gofpel  fpeak  a different 
language,  which  I trufl  it  does,  the  efta- 
blilhment  of  thefe  articles  by  the  authority 
of  parliament  amounts  to  an  authoritative 
renunciation  of  that  gofpel,  in  fuch  points 
of  faith  and  dodrine  ^ a danger  always  to 
be  apprehended  when  the  hate  lends  its 
fandlions  to  any  fyhematical  confehions 
whatfoever,  conceived  in  unfcriptural  terms. 

The  dodrine  contained  in  the  eighteenth 
article  is  equally  abhorrent  from  chrihian 
charity  and  chrihian  truth.  All  preaching, 
wpon  it  fhould  be  difcouraged  by  the  hate ; 

it 
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it  would  promote  the  growth  of  intolerance, 
the  pradtice  of  every  evil  work. 

The  infertion  of  the  nineteenth  is  a me- 
lancholy evidence  of  the  folly  and  prefump- 
tion  of  high  church  men,  denying  infalli- 
bility to  every  community  of  chriftians, 
that  excepted  to  which  themfelves  belong. 

I have  already,  under  the  fignature  of 
Paulinus,”  in  this  paper,  attempted  to  ex- 
plain the  real  meaning  and  natural  confe- 
quences  of  the  twentieth  article.  * It  is 
fraught  with  the  very  elfence  of  genuine 
popery.  It  tends  to  elevate  the  priell  above 
the  king.  The  doctrine  therefore  contained 
in  it  Ihould  not  only  be  dlfcouniged,  but 
profcribed  by  the  ftate;  nor  would  it  be 
contrary  to  found  policy,  if  every  civil 
fociety  fliould,  for  its  own  fecurity  againfl 
defigning  churchmen,  injoin  fubfcription  to 
the  following  article : “ the  church  hath 
NOT  authority  in  controverlies  of  faith.” 
The  twenty-firft  article  afferts,  in  part, 

what 

* The  fecond  letter  addrefled  to  the  Cambridge  under- 
graduates, wherein  this  fubjedl  is  treated  of,  appeared 
before  this,  in  the  “ Whitehall  Evening-poft;”  but  is 
now  inferted  after  it  for  obvious  reafons. 
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wliat  is  more  fully  declared  in  the  fixtn, 
viz.  the  fufficiency  of  the  fcriptures  ^ and 
therefore  is  unneceffary. 

The  three  next  are  reafonable  enough  3 
but  upon  the  fame  plea  that  thefe  are  in- 
lerted  into  the  confeffion  of  the  national 
faith,  Jen  thoufand  other  propofitions,  of 
equal  import,  might  plead  for  admittance 
within  the  pale  of  the  eftablifhment. 

As  to  the  twenty-fifth,  with  thofe  that 
follow  to  the  thirty- fecond,  though  fome 
may  appear  expedient  as  teds  to  exclude 
the  papifts,  yet  others  have  an  immediate 
tendency  to  keep  up  that  fpirit  of  conten-^ 
tion  between  polemical  divines,  which 
for  the  public  good  of  the  community,  as 
well  as  chriftian  charity,  fhould  be  difcoun- 
tenanced,  indead  of  being  encouraged  by 
the  date.  The  papid  is  fufficiently  guarded 
againd,  by  declarations  of  another  kind;  and 
with  refpeft  to  the  red,  it  may  be  obferved, 
once  for  all,  that  the  apparent  truth  of  a 
dodrine,  or  its  fuppofed  congruity  with 
fcripture  are  not  the  only  circumdances  to 
be  confidered,  when  a quedion  is  moved 
concerning  the  propriety  of  its  edablifh*- 
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ment.  The  awful  fandtion  of  the  legif- 
lature  Ihould  be  only  lent  to  thofe,  which  ’ 
immediately  tend  to  render  individuals  good 
citizens  and  good  men. 

The  thirty  fecond  article,  maintaining  the 
lawfulnefs  of  the  marriage  of  bilhops, 
priefls,  and  deacons,  is  rendered  unnecef- 
fary  by  the  general  temper  of  the  times. 
And  J .cannot  eafily  be  brought  to  think 
that,  if  fubfcription  to  this  article  fliould 
be  removed,  any  bilhop,  pried,  or  deacon, 
will  hefitate  about  the  lawfulnefs  of  mar- 
rying, when  other  circumdances  lhall  ren- 
der it  fitting:  and  convenient. 

As  for  the  avoiding  excommunicated  per- 
fons ; reafon,  fcripture,  humanity,  and  the 
good  of  the  community,  with  one  voice 
cry  out  againd  fuch  a relic  of  inquidtional 
jurifdidionj  and,  if  an  article  of  this  kind 
be  necedary,  require  that  the  negative  of 
this  fhould  be  fubfcribed. 

With  refpeft  to  the  thirty-fourth  I diall 
only  obferve,  that  if  the  authority  of  the  ma- 
gidrate,  in  any  point  to  which  his  jurifdidion 
reachethi  and  in  which  the  means  of  con- 
vi(dion  are  fo  open,  as  in  the  cafe  before  us, 

cannot 
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cannot  be  fupported  by  penalties,  it  will 
never  be  fupported  by  declarations  and  fub- 
fcriptions. 

Whether  the  homilies  “ contain  a godly 
and  an  wholefome  dodtrine,  and  neceffary 
for  thefe  times,”  you  bed:  will  judge,  when 
you  have  read  them.  The  article  injoins 
the  reading  of  them  in  our  churches.  I 
fliall  only  lay,  that  were  any  clergyman  to 
obey  the  injundion,  his  clerk  would  be  his 
only  auditor. 

The  calling  upon  us  to  allow  the  excel- 
lence of  the  forms  of  confecrating  bilhops, 
priefts,  and  deacons,  can  anfwer  no  good 
purpofe.  The  perfons  ordained  fufficiently 
fhew  their  approbation  of  them,  by  fubmit- 
ting  to  them,  as  modes  appointed  by  the  ftate. 

The  oath  of  fupremacy,  taken  by  every 
perfon  called  upon  to  fubfcribe  the  articles, 
renders  fubfcription  to  the  thirty- feventh 
abfolutely  unnecelTary. 

That  the  goods  of  men  are  not  held  in 
common,  which  is  the  fubjed  of  the  thirty- 
eighth  article,  every  perfon  will  know  to 
his  colt,  who  by  force  invades  them,  or  by 
fraud  endeavours  to  purloin  them. 
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The  laft  article,  maintaining  the  lawful- 
nefs  of  oaths,  may  fafely  be  omitted.  Ar- 
ticles might  be  increafed  to  an  indefinite 
number,  if  every  regulation,  adopted  for  the 
purpofes  of  civil  fociety,  muft  alfo  receive 
the  fandtion  of  the  church. 

Thefe  imperfedt  obfervations  may  lead 
you  to  a convidlion,  with  refpedl  to  fome 
truths  of  confiderable  importance  in  the 
prefent  controversy.  I fliall  mention  a few 
which  appear  to  me  as  fuch,  and  then  fhall 
take  my  leave. 

Firfi,  that  the  requiring  of  aflent  to  any 
explanatory  articles  of  faith  and  dodlrine, 
amounts  to  a declaration,  that  the  fcriptures 
are  not  fufficiently  explicit  in  thofe  points, 
which  concern  the  futuix  welfare  of  indivi- 
duals, or  the  prefent  welfar*e  of  the  ftate. 

Secondly,  that  upon  the  fuppofition  thefe 
dodtrines  are  feledted  by  the  fiate  as  a kind 
of  diredtory  for  the  preacher’s  labours,  the 
majority  of  them  are  not  fufficiently  impor- 
tant to  deferve  the  countenance  of  the  legif- 
laturej  as  they  are  very  remotely  connedted 
with  thofe  points  of  pradtice,  on  which  a 
public  teacher  ffiould  infifi:. 
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Thirdly,  that  the  requihtion  of  fubfcrip- 
tion  to  them  is  an  invafion  of  the  deareft 
rights  of  men,  a temptation  to  inhnccrity 
and  prevarication  in  thofe,  who  fliould  ftand 
the  cleared:  of  fuch  imputations,  and  muft 
powerfully  obftrud:  all  further  knowledge 
in  the  fcriptures. 

Fourthly,  that  very  many  of  thefe  arti- 
cles, fo  far  from  having  a tendency  to  pro- 
mote real  piety  and  virtue,  appear  to  incul- 
cate a fpirit  of  contention,  and  to  produce  in- 
tolerance 5 and,  by  dating  the  terms  of  the 
divine  favour  as  conlifting  in  faith  alone, 
eventually  encourage  every"  fpecies  of  im- 
piety and  vice. 

Fifthly,  that  it  is  morally  impofiible  to 
have  a learned,  a confcientious,  a laborious, 
and  an  ufeful  clergy,  while  the  laws  relat- 
ing to  fubfcription  fhall  remain. 

And  therefore,  laftly,  that  the  prefent, 
as  well  as  the  future  welfare  of  every  indi- 
vidual in  the  englifh  nation,  calls  aloud  for 
their  repeal. 
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AN  ADDRESS 
TO  THE  gentlemen 
OF  THE 

UNIVERSITY  OF  CAMBRIDGE, 

\ 

WHO  INTEND  PROPOSING  THEMSELVES, 
THE  ENSUING  JANUARY, 

AS  CANDIDATES  FOR  THE  DEGREE 
OF  BACHELOR  IN  ARTS.  * 

LETTER  I. 

GENTLEMEN, 

As  it  is  my  perfuafion,  that  with  the 
ufual  literary  accomplifhments  requifite  to 
the  degree  which  you  propofe  foliciting,  a 
love  of  fincerity  and  ingenuous  dealing  is 
united  ; fufFer  me  to  hint  my  thoughts  upon 
a fubjedf  which  appears  to  me  highly  worthy 
of  your  mod  attentive  confideration. 

You  will  fhortly  be  called  upon  to  declare 
your  unfeigned  affent  to  a fet  of  propor- 
tions. 


[*  The  four  following  letters  were  originally  publifhed 
in  the  months  of  November  and  December  1771*  j 
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tions,  to  a form  of  worfliip,  to  a colledion 
of  rites  and  ceremonies — in  a manner,  which 
will  throw  upon  you  the  worft  imputation 
that  can  be  call  upon  men  of  honour  and 
on  chriftians,  unlefs  you  abfolutely  and  in- 
tirely  approve  them. 

Unlefs,  therefore,  you  prefer  the  reputa- 
tion of  being  efteemed  able  difputants,  to 
the  heart-felt  fatisfadtion  of  knowing  your- 
felves  to  be  honeft  men,  you  will  fufpend 
the  prefent  courfe  of  your  ftudies,  until  you 
have  fatisfied  yourfelves  with  refpedt  to  the 
truth  and  propriety  of  thofe  articles  and 
forms ; to  the  full  approbation  of  which  you 
declare,  that  you  willingly  and  ex 
AN  I MO  fubfcribe. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  fend  you  to 
thofe  ingenious  expofitors,  who  will  tor- 
ture your  imagination  with  a thoufand  inter- 
pretations, many  of  them  contrary  to  each 
other,  and  all  of  them,  perhaps,  tofcripture 
and  to  common  fenfe  ; but  barely  to  point 
out  to  you  a courfe  of  ftudy,  limilar  to  what 
you  are  now  purfuing  in  philofophical  fub- 
jedts,  and  which  mull  be  refolutely  and  con- 
fcientioully  engaged  in,  unlefs  you  would 
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chufe  that  the  imputation  of  ignorance,  in-* 
dolence,  prevarication,  or  down-right  dif^ 
honefty,  thould  ftand  as  a recorded  charge 
againft  you,  in  your  firft  public  adt  of  life. 

The  firft  five  articles,  to  the  truth  of 
which  you  are  required  to  bear  the  moft 
folemn  teftimony,  relate  to  the  faith  in  the 
holy  trinity ; the  nature,  hiftory,  and  offices 
of  the  fecoqd  perfon  in  that  trinity  ^ the 
peribnality,  majefty,  and  glory  of  the  holy 
ghoft.  To  be  fatisfied  in  thefe  refpedts,  the 
ftiorteft  way  is  to  confult  your  Bibles.  Thefe 
points  of  faith  are  declared  with  fufficient 
p|-ecifion  in  fhe  articles  : it  is  your  bufinefs 
to  fee  how  far  they  are  agreeable  to  the 
word  of  God  ; and,  if  they  be  found  in  your 
apprehenfion  difcofdant  with  it,  to  bear 
your  teftimony  againft  them,  by  refufing  to 
fubfcribe  them. 

The  fixth  article  is.  very  juft ; but  as  the 
whole  weftern  world  were  once  of  a different 
perfuafion*  with  refpedt  to  a point  afterted  in 
it,  It  will  be  your  duty  to  inquire  into  the 
nature  of  proteftantifm,  and  get  fome  idea 
gf  the  arguments  whereby  that  beft  pf  c^ufes 

is 
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IS  maintained  againft  the  bigotry  and  fophif- 
try  of  papal  Rome. 

You  are,  from  convidion,  to  formfuch  an 
idea  of  the  correfpondency  between  the  old 
and  new  Teftament  as  will  enable  you 
to  fubfcribe  the  feventh  article  of  your 
church  without  a doubt. 

In  the  affair  of  the  three  creeds,  the  con- 
formity of  which  with  fcripture  you  muft 
profefs,  there  may  be  fome  difficulty.  You 
mufl:  read  them  with  diligence  and  care ; 
and  if  you  really  can  reconcile  the  dogmati- 
cal parts  of  Athanafius’s,  with  theunfyflema- 
tic  language  of  the  new  Teftament;  and  his 
intolerant  fpirit,  with  the  mild  and  meek 
demeanour  of  your  faviour,  you  may  then 
believe  him  to  be  a chriftian,  and  fubfcribe 
his  creed. 

The  ninth  article  feems  to  allow  fome 
little  latitude  in  a point  of  fmall  importance  ; 
but  from  thence  to  the  nineteenth  article 
exclufive,  your  attention  will  be  called  to 
dodrines  which  have  much  agitated  the 
world  with  learned  contefts  and  oppcfite 
decifions;  but  to  which,  though  exprefted  in 

forms 
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forms  of  human  fpeech,  your  full,  Intire, 
and  unreferved  affent  muft  be  fubfcribed. 

The  nineteenth  article,  though  not  fo 
prolix  as  fome  of  the  preceding,  contains 
abundant  matter  for  your  ferious  confidera- 
tion.  It  gives  you  a definition  of  the  vifible 
church  of  Chrift.  You  are  to  fatisfy  your- 
felves  of  the  juftnefs  of  this  definition,  that  is 
to  fay,  of  its  conformity  with  the  feripture 
dotlrine  on  this  fubjeft.  It  moreover  afierts 
that  the  churches  of  Jerufalem,  of  Alexan- 
dria, and  of  Antioch,  have  erred.  But  with 
what  confidence  can  you  pretend  to  throw 
fo  fevere  a refledfion  upon  large  afiemblies  of 
men,  without  examining  their  hiftory  and  pe- 
culiar tenets  ? You  v/ould  refent  fuch  unge- 
nerous treatment  in  your  own  cafes.  Were  any 
refledlion  of  the  like  fort  to  be  thrown  upon 
the  church  of  England,  upon  theuniverfity 
of  Cambridge,  upon  .your  private  colleges, 
you  would  at  leaft  demand  that  fuch  bold 
impugner  would  condefeend  to  point  out  the 
particular  inftances  which  deferve  fuch  re- 
proach. With  refpedl  indeed  to  the  church 
of  Rome,  it  has  been  ufual  with  us,  upon  all 
occafions,  to  give  her  the  word;  of  charac- 
ters. 
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ters,  infomuch  that  we  have  thought  no 
name  too  bad  to  exprefs  our  abhorrence  of 
her  abominations ; yet  even  this  I am  afraid 
is  often  done  without  the  proper  knowledge 
and  convidlion,  and  is  often  perhaps  attended 
I with  a fpirit  of  intolerance  equal  to  her  own. 
But  I would  have  you,  whom  I am  now  ad- 
dreffing,  fully  fatisfied  of  the  guilt,  before 
you  fet  your  names  to  any  imputation  of  it ; 
ever  recolledling  how  defpicable  is  the  ap- 
pearance of  the  man,  who  folemnly  objedfs 
a charge,  which  he  is  not  able  to  make 

I fhall  referve  the  remainder  of  the  arti- 
cles for  a future  paper ; what  I have  already 
pointed  out  to  your  attention  will  be  fuffici- 
ent  to  employ  you  ’till  you  hear  from  me 
again.  You  may  perhaps  objedl  the  want  of 
time  for  the  conf deration  of  fuch  matters. 
It  is  a ferious  objedlion,  and  your  fuperiors 
are  much  to  blame  for  fubjedting  you  to  the 
necefity  of  fubfcribing  at  an  age,  and  in  cir- 
cumftances,  when  you  have  neither  fufficient 
afliflances,  nor  fufficient  leifure  for  the  in- 
quiry. They  are  to  anfwer  for  the,  perhaps, 
illegal,  and  unftatutable  impofition  ; but  the 
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confcientious  compliance  with  this  impoli- 
tion  is  Intirely  your  concern. 

It  has  been  faid,  that  an  attempt  will 
Ihortly  be  made  to  relieve  you  from  this 
cruel  alternative,  of  fubjedting  yourfelves 
either  to  the  charge  of  inlincerity,  or  of 
lofing  your  degrees.  Moll  heartily  do  I pray 
for  its  fuccefs. 


LETTER  II. 

GENTLEMEN, 

Presuming  upon  your  favourable  in- 
dulgence, I take  the  liberty  of  addrellingyou 
a fecond  time  upon  the  fubjecft  of  fubfcrip- 
tions. 

We  have  already  briefly  confidered  the  firft 
nineteen  articles  of  our  church.  The  twen- 
tieth will  require  a little  of  that  ileady  at- 
tention, which  you  know  to  be  necelTary  for 
the  inveftigation  of  mathematical  truth. 
And,  after  all,  I will  not  promife  you  a 
fatisfa^tion  in  the  difcovery,  equally  grateful^ 

with 
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'With  the  fenfation  which,  without  doubt,  you 
have  frequently  experienced  in  the  enuclea- 
tion of  a Newtonian  proportion . 

In  the  twentieth  article  then  it  is  aflerted, 
that  “ the  church  hath  power  to  decree  rites 
and  ceremonies,  and  authority  in  contro- 
verfies  of  faith.” 

As  the  viiible  church  of  Chrift  is  con- 
fidered,  by  our  articles,  as  a congregation  of 
faithful  men ; without  doubt  it  has  a power 
of  decreeing  any  rites,  and  ceremonies,  and 
forms,  which  the  members  of  it  can  agree 
upon.  We  will  therefore  now  only  inquire 
what  kind  of  authority  fuch  congregation 
can  lawfully  exercife  in  matters  of  faith. 

And  firft,  with  refpedt  to  the  meaning  of 
the  word  ‘‘  audloritas,”  we  will  take  the  ce- 
lebrated words  of  Tertullian  for  our  guide. 
They  are  as  follow : “ Differentiam  inter 
ordinem  etplebemconftituit  eccleiiai  audlori- 
tas,  et  honor  per  ordinis  confeffum  fandlifica- 
tus. ” Now,  as  T ertullian  was  a lawyer,  we  muft 
explain  his  terms  according  to  the  legal  ideas 
of  the  times.  The  word  “ audloritas”  then, 
according  to  the  roman  lawyers,  fignifies  a 
decree  or  refolution  of  a folemn  alTembly  met 
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together  for  the  purpofe  of  making  laws.  It 
is  alfo  ufed  to  denote  the  edidls  and  refer! pts 
of  themagiftrate.  And,  in  after-times,  when 
the  opinions  of  eminent  lawyers  had  them- 
felves  been  hardened  into  law,  they  alfo  were 
complimented  with  the  venerable  appella- 
tion of  ‘‘  authorities.”  From  hence  it  may  be 
collected,  that,  when  we  hear  that  the 
church  hath  authority  in  controveriies  of 
faith,  we  are  to  underftand  that  the  church 
hath  a lawful  power  of  hearing,  judging  upon, 
and  deciding  concerning  controverfies  of  faith- 
Proceed  we  next  to  inquire,  in  what  hands 
muft  the  power  of  exercifing  this  authority 
be  lodged.  ^For  if  by  “ the  church”  is  meant 
the  whole  congregation  of  faithful  men,  no 
more  is  afferted,  than  if  we  were  told  that  the 
power  of  making  laws  for  the  diredlion  of 
our  civil  condu<ft,  and  of  deciding  controver- 
fies about  property,  is  lodged  in  the  people 
of  Great  Britain  : and  it  may  be  lodged 
there  till  dooms-day,  without  a fingle  exer- 
cife  of  fuch  power,  unlefs  fomething  further 
be  added  to  the  defeription.  Let  us  fubjoin 
the  words  reprefentatively  affembled,” 
which  may  be  plainly  implied,  and  the  matter 
of  jurifdidion  will  be  clear.  The  propofition 

will 
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will  ftand  thus  : as  all  authority  in  tempo- 
ral concerns  is  ultimately  vefted  in  the  king, 
lords,  and  commons  in  parliament  affem- 
bled ; fo  all  authority  in  controverlies  relat- 
ing to  faith  is  ultimately  vefted  in  a national 
fynod.  The  authority  of  fuch  a fynod  is 
thus  guarded  by  the  139th  canon  of  the 
church.  ‘‘  Whofofever  ftiall  hereafter  affirm 
that  the  moft  holy  fynod  of  this  nation,  aftem- 
bled  in  Chrift’s  name,  and  by  the  king’s 
writ,  is  not  reprefentatively  the  true  church 
of  England,  let  him  be  excommunicated, 
and  by  no  means  abfolved,  till  he  publicly 
repent  of  this  wicked  error.”  That  is  to  fay, 
as  we  are  informed  by  one  of  her  own  cano- 
nifts,  “ let  him  be  accurfed,  devoted  to  the 
devil,  and  feparated  from  Chrift  and  his 
church’s  communion.  * 

This  point  then  being  eftabliftied,  we  may 
further  colledl,  that  as  the  regulations  and 
decifions  of  the  britifh  parliament  are  bind- 
ing upon  the  reft  of  the  community,  fo  the 
decifions  of  a national  fynod  are  binding 
upon  the  reft  of  the  church,  that  is,  upon  all 
the  remaining  members  of  the  congregation 

of 
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of  faithful  men  who  were  not  aftually  pre-* 
fent  at  the  national  lynod.  If  therefore  the 
church  of  England,  reprefentatively  affem- 
bled,  fliould  decree,  that  falvation  cannot  bei 
obtained  without  its  pale,  you  are  bound  to 
affent  to  the  propofition,  and  to  fubcribe  it, 
if  required.  Jf  the  church  of  England,  re- 
prefentatively  aflembled,  fliould  decree,  that 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrifl;  are  materially 
prefent  in  the  eucharift,  you  are  bound  to 
alfent  to  the  propofltion,  and  fubfcribe  it,  if 
required.  If  the  church  of  England,  re- 
prefentatively alTembled,  fliould  decree  that 
Athanafius  had  not  fettled  the  trinitarian 
controverfy  with  fuflicient  preciflon,  you  are 
bound  to  alfent  to  the  propofition,  and  to 
fubfcribe  it,  if  required.  But  perhaps,  you 
may  demur : you  have  certainly  the  liberty 
of  doing  fo.  You  have  alfo  the  liberty  of 
rebelling  again  ft  your  king,  or  rather  you 
have  the  power  of  doing  either  j but  then 
you  muft  patiently  and  contentedly  abide 
theconfequences,  viz.  drawing,  hanging,  and 
quartering,  in  the  latter  cafe ; and  excommu- 
nication, as  before  defcribed,  in  the  former. 

It  is  our  happinefs,  however,  that  the 

church 
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ehiircli  of  England  has,  in  exerdfing  her  au- 
thority with  refpedl  to  the  foregoing  contro- 
verfies,  and  indeed  in  all  others  wliatfoever, 
always  decided  on  the  right  fide.  And,  in  this 
rectitude  of  her  decidons,  at  prefent,  confifls, 
and  will  confifl,  as  long  as  fubfcription  to  the 
twentieth  article  fliall  be  eftablilhed  by  law, 
the  only  effential  difference  between  the 
church  of  England  and  of  Rome. 

This  article  further  afferts,  that  the  church 
ought  not  to  decree  any  thing  againft  holy 
Writ,  or  to  inforce  any  thing  to  be  believed 
for  necelTity  of  lalvation  befides  the  fame.’* 
To  the  fufficiency  of  the  holy  fcriptures  you 
will  readily  fubfcribe ; but  the  point  before  you, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  bachelor’s  degree,  is  not  a 
queflion  de  jure”  but  de  fadto.”  The  rob- 
ber on  the  highv/ay  certainly  ought  not  to  take 
yourpurfe;  whether  he  means  to  do  fo  or  not, 
when  he  holds  a pillol  to  your  bread,  is  a 
different  queflion  j and  he  may  demand  your 
money,  and  own  he  is  wrong  in  doing  fo,  in 
the  fame  breath.  The  church,  as  is  clear 
from  the  articles  before  us,  has  adlually  de- 
cided upon  many  points.  She  has  exercifed 
her  authority,  pretty  freely,  in  controverfies 
of  faith  j if  againil  feripture,  a better  tefli- 
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n\6ny  than  her  own  confeflion  that  {lie  hath 
no  right  to  do  fo,  is  to  be  found  in  every 
protedant  bread.  She  holds  forth  thefe  de- 
cifions,  thefe  interpretations  of  fcripture  to 
your  confideration  ; and  the  univerfity,  or 
rather  king  James’s  letter  to  the  heads  of 
houfes,  requires  you  to  fubfcribe  them  as 
confonant  to  holy  writ,  previoufly  to  your 
admidion  to  a bachelor’s  decree.  As  enelilh- 
men  and  as  protedants  you  may  exercife,  and 
ought  to  exercife,  the  right  of  private  judg- 
ment in  fearching  the  fcriptures  ; and  like 
the  Berasans  fhould  inquire  whether  thefe 
matters  be  fo.  You  may,  if  you  pleafe,  en- 
joy the  honourable  appellation  of  Berasans, 
without  declaring  your  tedimony  in  favour  of 
the  church ; but  if  you  mean  to  be  bachelors 
of  arts,  you  mud  bona  fide”  acknowledge' 
that  all  and  every  of  her  articles  are  agree- 
able to  the  word  of  God,  and  as  fuch  fub- 
fcribe them.'^ 

I have 

[*  The  fubfcriptlon  required  of  candidates  for  the  de- 
gree of  bachelor  of  arts  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge, 
has  been  altered  in  its  form,  but  not  relaxed  in  its  fpirit 
or  import.  By  a grace  which  palled  the  fenate  the  23d  of 
June  1772,  the  following  fubfeription  is  required  ; “ I 
do  declare  that  I am,  “ bona  fide,”  a member  of  the 
qhurch  of  England,  as  by  lavreftabliflied.”] 
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I hive  employed  fo  much  attention  itpdrl 
the  twentieth  article,  that  I have  not  left  my- 
felf  room  to  fay  any  more  at  prefent,  than  that 
you  may  foon  expecf  to  hear  from  me  again. 


L E.  T T E R III. 

GENTLEMEN, 

The  twenty-firfl;  article  will  require 
'-more  conlideration  than  I am  afraid  many 
of  you  can  give  to  it.  It  alferts,  that  “ for- 
afmuch  as  general  councils  are  affemblies  of 
men,  whereof  all  be  not  governed  with  the 
fpirit  and  word  of  God,  they  may  err,  and 
fometimes  have  erred,  in  things  pertaining 
unto  God.”  In  order  that  you  may  form 
fome  idea  of  the  courfe  of  ftudy  requifite 
to  a confeientious  fubfeription  of  this  arti- 
cle, I lliall  give  you  the  following  hints. 
The  eaftern  general  councils  Were  lix  in 
number.  The  v/eftern  clergy,  though  the 
infallible  father  was  at  their  head,  were 
obliged  to  meet  twelve  times,  beiore  they 
could  fettle  a fyftem  of  faith  intirely  to 
their  minds;  and  even  at  laft  to  little  pur- 
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pofe ; as  appears  from  the  hiftory  of  the 
council  of  Trent,  and  the  article  now  before 
us.  The  hiftory  of  thcfe  councils  is  abridg- 
ed in  about  as  many  folio  volumes,  which 
it  will  be  neceflary  for  you  to  read  over,  to- 
gether with  the  fathers  they  refer  to,  be- 
fore next  January,  if  you  have  not  already 
perufed  them. 

As  to  the  affair  of  purgatory  decided  a- 
gainft  in  the  twenty- fecond  article,  there 
is  certainly  fome  flaw,  not  in  the  fuperftruc- 
ture  of  the  building,  but,  as  I vehemently 
fufpedf,  in  the  foundation.  Perfons,  when 
they  depart  out  of  this  life,  are  certainly  of 
very  different  characters  : and  as  the  doctrine 
of  an  intermediate  ffate  muff,  in  any  wife,  be 
retained  in  the  church,  in  order  that  the 
philolbphers  may  not  be  affronted  who 
maintain  the  natural  immortality  of  the  hu- 
man foul,  it  muff  be  held,  that  fuch  perfons 
immediately  enter  upon  thofe  different  ffates 
to  which  the  judgment  of  God,  founded  on 
the  prevailing  character  of  their  lives,  fliall 
think  proper  to  confign  them.  You  have 
the  fate  of  the  righteous  thus  determined 
with  tolerable  precifion  in  the  burial  fervice, 

wherein 
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wherein  it  is  afl'crted,  that  the  fouls  of/ 
the  faithful,  after  they  are  delivered  from 
the  burden  of  the  fleili,  are  in  joy  and  feli- 
city f ’ an  affertion  which  has  been  thought, 
by  many  learned  perfons,  to  militate  againft 
fome  plain  and  politive  aifertions  in  the  . 
fcriptures.  But  after  you  have  made  fome 
progrefs  in  the  very  delectable  theory  and- 
practice  of  fubfcription,  you  will  be  able  to 
comprehend,  that  inftances  like  the  forego- 
ing, which  in  common  life  are  diflinguifhed 
by  the  title  of  contradictory  alfertions,  rjiay 
wear  a very  different  afpeCt  when  they  are 
ecclefiaftically  confidered.  All  the  writers 
upon  articles  are  wont  to  refer  them  to  a 
chapter  which  treats  upon  the  latitude  of 
interpretation  ^ but  I would  with  you  to  fuf^ 
pend  your  judgment  till  you  have  perufed 
a treatife  fhortly  intended  to  be  publifhed, 
in  titled,  “ The  harmony  between  the  arti- 
cles, homilies,  and  liturgy  of  the  church  of 
England  and  the  intire  confonancy  of 
them  all  with  common-fenfe  and  feripture, 
confidered,  vindicated,  and  maintained.” 
Take  heed,  that,  by  the  words  ‘‘congre- 
gation,” and  “ the  Lord’s  vineyard,”  in  the 
. 0 3 twenty- 
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twenty- third  article,  you  underiland  the 
church  of  England  i otherwife  you  will 
render  the  article  replete  with  folly,  into- 
lerance, and  falfliood. 

The  twenty  fourth  article  declares  it  **  to 
. be  repugnant  to  the  word  of  God,  to  have 
public  prayer  in  a tongue  not  underhanded 
by  the  people  but,  as  clear  and  intelligible 
ideas  are  neceffary,  in  order  to  form  intelligi- 
ble words,  do  you,  I mean  as  many  of  you  as 
are  intended  for  holy  orders,  hudy  well  the 
athanafian  parts  of  the  liturgy,  otherwife  we 
may  have  public  prayer  in  a tongue  not  under- 
handed either  by  the  people  or  the  parfon. 

I am  very  forry  that  your  bufinefs  in  the 
fchools  muh;  be  fo  long  interrupted  by  the 
confideration  of  the  fubjedt  treated  upon  in 
* the  lix  next  articles.  Whole  libraries,  large 
as  the  Alexandrian,  muh  be  abfolutely  read 
through,  before  you  can  fairly  fet  your  hands 
to  articles  which  abound  with  fuch  an  infi- 
nitude of  matter.  With  refpedl  to  one  of 
them,  I fiiall  only  obferve,  that  you  folemnly 
deny  the  change  of  the  bread  and  wine  into, 
the  body  and  blood  of  Chrih ; but  then, 

■ in  your  catechifm,  you  ahert  that  the  bo- 
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dy  and  blood  of  Clirift  are  verily  and  indeed 
taken  and  received  by  the  faithful  in  the 
Lord’s  flipper.”  According  to  the  twenty- 
ninth  article,  the  wicked,  “ although  they  do 
carnally  and  vifibly  prefs  with  their  teeth,  as 
Augu  .Hn  faith,  the  facrament  of  the  body  and 
blood  of  Chrid,  yet  in  no  ways  are  they  par- 
takers of  Chrift.”  O ye  righteous,  to  your 
experience  we  inuit  appeal ! Explain  this 
matter  of  the  real,  heavenly,  fpiritual,  con- 
fubdantialprefence  of  ChrilHn  the  eucharid, 
in  intelligible  language,  to  the  candidates  for 
the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts. 

In  the  thirty-fird  article,  “ the  offering  of 
Chrid  once  made”  isfaidtobe  “aperfedlfatis- 
fadlioii  for  all  the  dns  of  the  whole  w^orld.” 
As  the  neceffity  of  repentance,  on  the  part  of 
the  linner,  is  not  mentioned,  it  is  not  to  be 
fuppofed,  unlefs  you  mean  to  dy  in  the  face 
of  the  eleventh  article,  and  would  chufe  to' 
be  reputed  unorthodox.  The  bed  commen- 
tators upon  this  article  are  to  be  found  a- 
mong  the  methodidical  tribe.  I refer  you 
therefore  to  the  works  of  Whitefield,  Wef- 
ley,  and  Hervey,  upon  this  fubjedl ; a^care- 
ful  perufal  of  which,  united  with  a few  years 
attendance  upon  the  tabernacle,  will  render 

O 4 each 
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each  of  you  as  able  a combatant  in  fupport 
of  the  church,  as  Auguftus  Toplady  himfelf. 

Upon  the  marriage  of  biQiops,  priefts,  and 
deacons,  I have  little  to  fay.  The  doftrine  of 
the  thirty-fecond  article  is  moft  righteousand 
true ; and  it  is  really  amazing  that  there  ever 
fhould  have  been  a doubt  about  the  matter. 
We  will  therefore  difmifs  the  fubjed,  with 
heartily  withing  their  reverences  good  Vvives. 

The  religion  of  the  gofpel  may,  at  hrft 
fieht,  feem  to  inculcate  an  univerfalhcnevo- 
lence;  and  to  recommend  every  human  crea- 
ture whatfoever  as  the  proper  objedt  of  your 
tendered:  affedlions  j the  evil,  of  your  pity  ; 
the  virtuous,  of  your  love.  The  thirty-third 
article  is  impofedinorderto  guard againlffuch 
deluhon.  Inquire  into  the  manner  in  wdiich 
heathens  and  publicans  were  formerly  treat- 
ed by  the  jews,  and  you  will  learn  how  to 
regulate  your  deportment  to  thofe  perfons 
w^ho  are  folemnly  excommunicated  by  your 
church.  Withrefpedl  to  ipfofadlo”  excom- 
^ municated  perfons,  fee  the  2d,  3d,  and  4th 
canons  of  the  church.  If  you  are  in  any 
doubt,  bilhop  Warburton  will  inflrudt  you, 
in  the  proper  method  of  behaving  to  them. 

I have 
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I have  leveral  things  to  fay ; I truft  fome ' 
of  them  worthy  your  confideration,  upon  the 
remaining  articles,  as  alfo  upon  the  homilies, 
the  firft  and  fecond  books  of, which  you 
doubtlefs  propofe  to  digeft  into  propofitions, 
before  you  fet  your  hand  to  the  doctrines 
they  contain.  You  may  therefore  expedl  to 
hear  from  me  once  more. 


L E T T h R IV. 

GENTLEMEN, 

I SINGER  I' LY  wifh  that  the  humane 
and  generous  attempt  of  the  worthy  Mr. 
Tyrwhitt^  to  relieve  you,  had  been  attended 
with  the  fuccefs  which  it  fo  well  deferved ; 

but 

■*  With  refpe£l  to  the  charaflier  of  this  gentleman,  it 
mayjuftly  be  faid  to  be  above  all  praife.  His  ftrong 
abilities,  extenfive  learning,  ftrift  integrity,  and  moft 
amiable  manners,  united  with  cool  judgment  and  deters 
mined  refolution,  would  refledl:  a luftre  on  the  moftdif- 
tinguifhed  ftation.  And  it  is  one  of  the  ftrongeft  rea- 
fons  for  the  removal  of  fubfcriptions,  that  the  impofi- 
tion  of  human  formularies  of  faith  and  doftrine,  and 
the  acknowledged  imperfe(5lions  in  the  forms  of  public 

worljiip 
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but  as  the  meafure  has  been  defeated  by  the 
arbitrary  and  unnatutable  interpofition  of 

the  council  of  fix,  it  is  become  more  than 

\ 

ever 

worfhip,  deprive  the  church  of  England  of  the  honour 
any  longer  of  numbering  among  her  worthies  fo  truly 
honeft  and  venerable  a man.  I fhould  hurt  his  delicacy, 
were  I to  mention  the  facrifices  he  has  made  at  the 
/hrine  of  integrity  and  honour;  facrifices  only  to  be 
equalled  by  thofe  of  the  rev.  Dr.  Robertfon,  author 
of  a tradf  entitled,  An  attempt  to  explain  the  words 
reafon,  fubftance,”  &c.  firft  publifhed  1768,  and  well 
worthy  of  the  perufal  of  every  friend  to  religious 
liberty  and  virtue. 

In  order  to  place  the  tranfadlion  alluded  to  in  the  true 
point  of  light,  it  will  be  expedient  to  refer  to  the  fol- 
lowing paper,  which  was  inferred  in  the  Gentle- 
man’s magazine,  for  June  1771.  [See  vol.  xli.  p.  263.] 

**  If  the  publication  of  the  enclofed  paper  be  not  in- 
confiftent  with  your  general  plan,  I am  well  convinced, 
that  the  favouring  the  public  with  it,  in  your  next 
month’s  magazine,  will  be  very  agreeable  to  many  of 
your  readers.  It  contains  all  the  authority  on  which  ' 
lubferiptions  are  required  of  fuch  as  take  any  degree  in 
the  univerfity  of  Cambridge. 

“ At  the  end  is  a grace,  which  was  oiFered  June 
the  11th,  1771,  for  the  removal  of  fuch  fubfeription, 
but,  without  any  reafon  being  afligned,  was  prevented 
by  the  caput,  from  coming  before  the  body  of  the  uni- 
verfity. 

X.  Y. 

ThQ 
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ever  necefKiry,  that  you  fliould  be  informed 
of  the  true  nature  of  thofe  celebrated  bonds 
of  fubfcription  which  unite  you  to  the 
church. 

But 

The  articles  to  be  fubfcribed  unto  by  all  perfons  before 
they  are  admitted  to  any  degree  ; with  the  grace  pafled 
in  the  year  1613,  and  king  James’s  dire£lion  to  the  v, 
chancellor  and  heads  of  houfes,  injoining  fubfcription 
to  thofe  articles  ; to  which  is  added,  the  refolution 
of  the  houfe  of  commons  concerning  the  faid  grace. 

I.  Articles  to  be  fubfcribed  unto,  See. 

T.  “ That  the  king’s  majefty,  under  God^  is  the 
only  fupreme  governor  of  this  realm,  and  all  other  his 
highnefs’s  dominions  and  countries,  as  well  in  fpiritual 
or  ecclefiaftical  things  or  caufes,  as  temporal;  and  that 
no  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate,  ftate,  or  potentate, 
hath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdiiSlion,  power,  fupe- 
riority,  pre-eminence,  or  authority,  ecclefiaftical  or  fpi- 
ritual, within  his  majefty’s  faid  realms,  dominions  and 
countries. 

2.  “ That  the  book  of  common-prayer,  and  of  order- 
ing of  bifhops,  priefts,  and  deacons,  contained  in  it  no- 
thing contrary  to  the  word  of  God  ; and  that  it  may  law- 
fully fo  be  ufed;  and  that  he  himfelf  will  ufe  the  form  in 
the  faid  book  prefcribed,in  public  prayer  and  adminiftra- 
tion  of  the  facraments,  and  no  other. 

3.  “ 7'hat  he  alloweth  the  book  of  articles  agreed 
upon  by  the  archbiftiops  and  bilhops  of  both  provinces, 
and  the  whole  clergy  in  the  convocation  holden  at  Lon- 
don in  the  year  1562 ; and  that  he  acknowledgeth  all  and 

every 
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But  before  I enter  upon  this  part  of  my 
tafk,  1 muft  fulfil  the  promife  ; made  you 
Vith  refped  to  thofe  articles  not  confidered 
in  my  former  letter. 

The 

<vprv  the  articles  therein  contained  (being  in  number  39, 
befides  the  ratification)  to  be  agreeable  to  the  word  of 
God. 

“ We  whofe  names  are  underwritten,  do  ivillingly 
and  fubfcribeto  the  three  articles,  'before-men- 

tioned, and  to  all  things  in  them  contained.” 

Excerpta  e Stat.  Acad.  Cantab,  p.  25. 

II.  The  grace  by  which  fubfcription  to  thefe  articles  is 
required  of  candidates  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  in 
divinity,  and  oi  doctor  in  each  faculty, 

“ Jun.  2do,  1613.  Piaceat  vobis,  ut  juxta  tenorem 
literarum  a fereniffimo  rege  Jacobo  miirarum,  hoc  in 
fcnatu  decernatur  ; ut  nullus  in  poftorum  fibi  conccfTam 
habeat  gratiam  pro  gradu  baccalaureatus  in  theologia, 
vel  do6loratus  in  aliqua  facultate  adipifcendo,  qui 
non  prius  coram  domino  procancellario,  aut  ejus  depu- 
tato,  tribus  articulis  fc.  regii  priraatus,  liturgiae  angli- 
canae,  et  articulorum  religionis  de  quibus  convenerunt 
archiepifcopi,  et  epifcopi  A.  D.  i 562,  propria  manu  fua 
fubfcripferit.  Et  ut  hiec  conceflio  veftra  loco  ftatuti 
habeatur,  et  in  libris  procuratorum  infra  decern  dies 
infcribatur. 


Til  King 
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The  thirty-fourth  article  treats  of  the 
traditions  of  the  church  ” You  will  find 
fome  little  obfeurity  in  the  wording  of  this 

article 

III.  King:  James’s  direftlon  to  the  v.  chancellor  and 
heads  of  houfes  in  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  giveil 
by  himfelf  to  Dr.  Hills,  v.  chancellor,  See.  on  De- 
cember 3,  1616,  at  Newmarket. 

“ His  majefty  fignified  his  pleafure,  that  he  would 
“ have  all  that  take  any  degree  in  fchools  to  fubferibe 
“ to  the  three  articles..” 

“ After  fome  other  diretSlIons  the  king  ordered, 
“ that  Mr.  v.  chancellor  and  the  two  profelTors  of  di- 
vinity, or  two  of  the  heads  of  houfes,  do  every  Michael- 
mas, when  his  majefty  reforts  into  thefe  parts,  wait 
upon  his  majefty,  and  give  his  majefty  a juft  account 
how  thefe  his  majefty’s  inftrudtions  are  obferved.” 

“ A copy  of  thefe  directions  written,  or  at  leaft 
figned,  by  the  king  himfelf,  was  foon  afterwards  fent  by 
the  bifliop  of  Winchefter  to  the  v.  chancellor  with  the 
following  letter. 

To  the  right  worfhipful  Dr.  Hill,  mafter  of  Catherine- 
hall,  and  v.  chancellor  of  Cambridge. 

“ Good  Mr.  V.  chancellor, 

I hav'e  fent  you  his  majefty’s  hand  to  his  own  di- 
rections. 1 think  you  have  no  precedent,  that  ever  a 
king,  firft  with  his  own  mouth,  then  with  his  own 
hand,  gave  fuch  direc^tions  i and  therefore  you  fliall  do 
very  well  to  keep  that  writing  curioufly,  and  the  direc- 
tions rcligioufly,  and  to  give  his  majefty  a good  account 

of 
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article,  which,  upon  your  application,  it 
will  become  the  duty  of  your  fuperiors  to 
remove  intirely  to  your  fatisfadion,  before 

they 


of  them  carefully;  which  I pray  God  you  may;  and  fo 
with  my  love  to  your«felf,  and  the  reft  of  the  heads,  I 
commit  you  to  God.  From  court  this  12th  day  of 
December,  1616. 

Your  very  loving  friend,  • 

James  Winton. 
IV.  The  refolution  of  the  houfeof  commons  concerning 
the  grace  pafled  by  the  univerftty  of  Cambridge  in  the 
year  1613. 

“ In  the  year  1640,  upon  the  report  from  the  grand 
committee  of  religion,  it  was  refolved  by  the  houfe  of 
commons,  “ that  the  ftatute  made  about  twenty-feven 
years  fince,  in  the  univerftty  of  Cambridge,  impoftng 
upon  young  fcholars  a fubfeription  according  to  the 
36th  article  of  the  canons  made  in  the  year  1603,  is 
againft  the  law  and  liberty  of  the  fubjedf,  and  ought  not 
to  be  prefled  upon  any  ftudent  or  graduates  whatfoever." 

Rufliworth’s  Hift.  Coll.  vol.  iv.  p.  149. 

“ The  author  of  the  Hiftory  of  the  puritans,  after 
citing  this  refolution  of  the  houfe  of  commons,  takes 
notice,  “ that  about  five  months  forwards  they  pafled 
the  fame  refolution  for  Oxford  ; which  was  not  unrea- 
fonable,  becaufe  the  unlverftties  had  not  an  unlimited 
power  by  the  36th  canon  to  call  upon  all  their  ftudents 
to  fubferibe,  but  only  upon  fuch  ledurers  or  readers  of 
divinity  whom  they  had  a privilege  of  licenftng;  and  to 

this 
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they  call  upon  you  to  give  your  unreferved 
afient  to  it. 

AlI  pleafan try  apart,  I do  not  fee  how  it  is 
poiiiblethat  you  can  “ bonalide”  declare,  by 

the 

this  I conceive,  the  lafl  words  of  the  canon  refer  ; if 
either  of  the  univerfities  offend  therein,  we  leave  them  to 
the  danger  of  the  law,  and  his  majefty’s  cenfure.” 

“ And  it  ought  to  be  remembered,  that  all  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  houfe  of  commons  this  year  inpunifhing 
delinquents,  and  all  their  votes  and  refolutions  about  the 
circumftances  of  public  worfhip,  had  no  other  view 
than  the  cutting  off  thofe  illegal  additions  and  innovations 
which  the  fuperftition  of  the  late  times  had  introduced, 
and  reducing  the  difcipline  of  the  church,  to  the  ftan- 
dard  of  ftatute  law.  No  man  was  punifhed  for  adling 
according  to  law  ; but  the  difpleafure  of  the  houfe  ran 
high  againft  thofe  who,  in  their  public  miniftrations  or 
in  their  ecclefiaftical  courts, had  bound  thofe  things  upon 
the  fubjectjwhich  were  either  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
land,  or  about  which  the  laws  were  altogether  filent.” 

Neal’s  Hift.  vol.  i.  p.  665. 

The  form  of  a grace  for  the  removal  of  fubfcription  to 
the  three  articles  contained  in  the  ^6th  canon. 

“ Placeat  vobis,  ut  illi,  qui  munia  fcholaftica  in  re- 
giis  ftatutis  contcnta  explcverint,  in  poftcrum  fibi 
“ conceflam  habeant  graciam  pro.  gradu  in  aliqua  fa- 
cultate  fufcipicndo,  etfi  tribus  articulis  in  canone 
“ tricefimo  fe.xto  comprehenfis  non  fubfcripfcrint.” 


Copy 
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the  fubfcription  of  your  names,  that  the  firfi:  ■ 
and  fecond  books  of  homilies  “contain  a god- 
ly and  wholefome  dodtrine,  and  necdfary  for 

thefe 

Copy  of  a petition,  figned  by  a numerous  body  of  un- 
der-graduates, and  prefen  ted  by  Adr.  Crawford,  fel- 
low-commoner of  Queen’s  college,  to  the  rev.  Dr* 
Browne,  mafter  of  Pembroke  hall,  and  vice  chancellor 
of  the  univerfity  of  Cambridge,  on  T uefday  the  31ft 
of  December,  1770 

To  the  vice  chancellor  and  fenate  of  the  univerfity  of 
Cambridge  ; the  humble  petition  of  certain  under-* 
graduates  in  the  faid  univerfity, 

Shewcth) 

That  your  petitioners  apprehend  themfelves,  in 
confequence  of  engagements  entered  into  with  the  uni- 
verfity at  the  time  of  their  admilTion  or  matriculation, 
to  be  under  an  obligation  of  devoting  their  attention  to 
that  courfe  of  ftudies,  which  is  recommended  to  them 
by  their  fuperiors  ; that  they  are  expected  to  employ 
themfelves  in  the  purfuit  of  natural  and  metaphyfical 
knowledge  ; to  improve  themfelves  in  moral  philofo- 
phy,  and  to  acquaint  themfelves  with  the  fentiments  and 
language  of  thofe  authors,  who,  in  their  time,  were 
eflecmed  the  greateft  ornaments  of  Greece  and  Rome  ; 
that,  in  confequence  of  this  multiplicity  of  acade- 
mical engagements,  they  have  neither  the  leifure  nor 
the  opportunity  of  inquiring  into  the  abferufer  points 
of  theology  ; that  they  ncverthelefs  find  themfelves  un- 
der a neccllity  of  declaring  their  unfeigned  alTent  to  a 

fet 
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. thefe  times,”  iinlefs  you  previoiifly  read 
them.  Perhaps  there  may  be  fome  difficulty 
in  getting  yourfelves  fupplied  with  copies  of 

thefe 

fetof  theological  propofitions,  ilfu ally  called  “ the  thir^ 
ty-nine  articles  of  religion,”  apparently  of  high  argumenfi 
and  great  importance  ; or  ofTubjedling  themfelves  to  a 
repulfe  in  their  petition  for  a degree,  which  they  have 
endeavoured  to  qualify  themfelves  for,  with  much  trou- 
ble, and  at  no  little  expence  Your  petitioners,  there- 
fore, intreat,  if  fuch  indulgence  can  be  granted  to 
them  without  infringement  of  the  univerfity  ftatutes, 
that  they  may  be  releafed  from  the  neceflity  of  teftifying 
their  afient  to  the  aforefaid  propofitions ; or,  that  fuch 
timely  afliftance  may  be  afforded  in  their  refpedlive  col-  . 
leges,  as  will  enable  your  petitioners  to  fatisfy  their  con- 
fciences  in  fubfcribing  them. 

And  your  petitioners  fliall  ever  pray,  &c. 

Extracl  from  the  General  Evening-poft,  of  Saturday, 
December  7,  1771. 

Cambridge,  December  6.  A grace  was  this  day  ofer- 
ed  by  Mr.  Tyrwhitt  for  excufing  gentlemen  who  were 
candidates  for  the  degree  of  bachelor  of  arts,  from  fub- 
fcribing the  thirty-nine  articles.  The  grace  was  una- 
nimoufly  rejected  by  the  caput,  for  the  fame  reafon  as 
before,  “ that  the  univerfity  had  no  power  of  making  fo 
material  a change  ; and  that  the  times  were  not  favour- 
able to  fo  great  an  undertaking,  which  required  the 
flow  and  wife  deliberations  of  the  fupreme  legillaturcj 
not  the  partial  determinations  of  a few  academics.*’ 


P 
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thefe  homilies.  You  have  a right,  how- 
ever, to  demand  a perulaj  of  them.  And 

, t 

it  is  the  duty  of  your  lupenors  to  give  you 

what 

Extradl  from  the  Whitehall  Evening-poft,  of  Thurfday, 

Jan  i6,  1772. 

Cambridge,  Jan.  1 3.  Mr.  Crawford  went  to  the  vice- 
chancellor  to-day,  to  requefl  an  anfwer  to  thc^petitlon 
of  the  undergraduates,  and  addreffed  him  in  this  manner  : 

“ Mr.  vice-chancellor, 

“ I wait  upon  you  again  concerning  the  petition  of 
the  undergraduates,  and  would  beg  to  be  indulged 
“ with  a few  moments  hearing.  We  have  received  as 
“ yet  no  diredl  anfwer  to  our  petition,  which,  with 
“ great  fubmifllon,  we  think  deferves  one.  It  has  been 
“ intimated  to  us,  however,  that  it  is  thought  improper  to 
“ grant  us  our  requefl:  at  this  time,  left  thofe  in  autho- 
“ rity  in  the  univerfity  Ihould  be  faid  to  favour  the 
“ petition  of  the  clergy.  We  have  been  told,  that 
“ after  that  is  prefented  to  parliament,  we  may  expedl 
“ relief.  Our.  petition  we  think  to  be  quite  indepen- 
“ dent  of  the  petition  of  the  clergy.  We  beg  that  our 
fubfeription  to  the  articles  may  be  difpenfed  with, 
“ not  becaufe  we  objedl  to  any  of  them,  but  becaufe  we 
“ have  not  had  an  opportunity  to  ftudy  them.  You 
muft  confider,  Sir,  that  there  are  fome  who  have  fub- 
“ feribed  their  names,  who  are  to  take  their  degrees  in 
■**  a few  days ; they  therefore  claim  an  irnmediate  re- 
lief.  The  moft  zealous  advocates  for  the  church  will 
not  impute  to  you  a defertion  of  its  caufe,  by  granting 
our  requefl- ; for  all  mankind,  with  one  voice,  cry  out 
againft  the  impolition  we  fpeak  of  as  abfurd  and  ille- 

gal, 
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what  affiflance  they  are  able,  with  rcfpecft 
to  the  proofs  of  thofe  dodrines  which  they 
f on  tain. 

I have  often  lamented,  that  the  forms  of 
confecrating  bidiops  and  miniders  are  not 
printed  in  every  edition  of  the  book  of  com- 
mon-prayer. In  the  thirty-fixth  article  it  is 
afferted,  that  there  is  nothing  either  “ fuper- 
iiitious  or  ungodly”  in  thofe  forms.  But, 
with  what  confidence  can  you  prefunie  to  af- 
fert  this,  by  a folemn  fubfcription,  when  the 
chances  are  ten  millions  to  one  againO:  your 
having  feen  them  ? Read  them  by  all  means, 
I befeech  you.  What  opinion  would  you  form, 
of  a man,  who,  in  the  common  tranfadions 
of  life,  would  venture  to  fet  his  hand  to 
declaration  of  the  truth  of  a fad,  which,  for 
any  thing  he  knew  of  the  matter,  may  be 
intirely  and  abfolutely  falfe  ? 

The  authority  of  the  civil  magifirate  in 

P 2 fpiritual 

4 

“ gal,  which  an  arbitrary  Stuart,  in  the  wantonnefs  of 
his  power,  had  pleafed  to  eflablifli  In  the  univerfity. 
What  anfwer,  Sir,  fhall  I carry  back  to  the  reft  of 
“ the  fubfcribers  f ” The  vice-chancellor  then  faid, 
that  there  were  many  names  erafed  in  the  petition, 
“ that  feme  others  were  alfo  willing  to  erafe  theirs,  and 
that  he  had  not  power  to  grant  the  petition.” 
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TpJrltual  as  well  as  civil  matters,  is,  within 
certain  limits,  uhquef^ionable.  Yet  the  fub- 
jedl  deferves  your  attentive  confideration,  as 
the  point  principally  afferted  is  the  negative 
of  papal  jurifdidtion,  an  evil  once  of  porten- 
tous magnitude  to  every  date  in  chridendom, 
the  very  mention  of  which,  it  is  to  be  hoped, 
will  be  always  horrible  to  an  engliih  ear. 

The  thirty-eighth  article  will  not  give  you 
much  trouble.  You  may  however  read 
what  Rogers,  Welchman,  and  Burnet,  fay 

upon  the  occafion. 

_ ¥ 

The  thirty- ninth  article  certainly  requires 
fome  confideration.  You  have  heard  of  the 
principles  of  the  people  called  “ quakers’^ 
relating  to  oaths.  Study  your  Bibles  a little, 
and  the  fathers  of  the  primitive  church,  be- 
fore you  determine  that  their  conduct,  in  this 
indance,  is  altogether  indefenfible. 

The  ratification  is  not  properly  your  con- 
cern : yet  it  may,  perhaps,  puzzle  heads 
more  learned  in  church  matters  than  at  pre- 
fent  you  can  boall,  to  afilgn  the  reafons  w hy 
it  was  judged  necefiaiy  that  thefe  thirty-nine 
articles  Ihould  be  confirmed  by  the  fubfcrip- 
tion  of  the  archbidiops  and  ilhops,  in  the 


\ 
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year  1571,*  and  why  it  is  not  judged  necef- 
fary  that  the  fame  fecurity  Ihould  be  given 
by  their  graces  and  their  lordfl:iips  at  this 
day.  I wilh  the  inferior  clergy  of  i 571*  bad 
alfo  fubfcribed  for  their  fucceffors  and  de- 
fcendents ; though  perhaps  even  then  fome 
orthodox  divines  might  have  concluded  you 
within  the  obligation;  Adam,  you  know,  hav- 
ing iinned  both  for  himfelf  and  his  pofterity. 

I am  under  fome  apprehenf  ons  that  you 
may  be  unwilling  to  enter  upon  the  courfe  of 
fludj  which  I have  recommended  in  thefe  let- 
ters ; and  you  may  plead,  that  there  will  be 
time  enough,  hereafter,  to  read  and  to  refledk 
upon  the  articles  which  you  have  fubfcribed ; 
but,  what  opinion  would  you  entertain  of  the 
difcretion  of  a perfon  who  deferred  the  reading 
of  a bond,  till  after  its  execution  ? You  would 
have  as  mean  an  opinion  of  the  prudence  of 
the  figner,  as  of  the  honefty  of  the  propofer. 
Confult  your  own  under  landings,  you  will 
fee  that  your  atteding  the  confonancy  of  the 
articles,  liturgy,  and  homilies,  with  holy 
fcripture,  at  \ our  time  of  life,  will  amount 
to  a furrender  of  a very  valuable  right,  viz. 
the  right  of  thinking  tor  yourfelves  with  re- 

P 3 fpedt 
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ipcc5l  to  points  of  highel}  confequence  to  your 
iwell  being,  into  the  hands  of  men,  who  will 
take  all  proper  opportunities  of  reminding 
you  of  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  obliga- 
tions you  have  entered  into  with  the  church. 

Some  of  you,  perhaps,  may  hereafter  enter 
into  orders,  and  may,  with  the  bed  difpoli- 
tions,  betake  yourfelves  to  the  fludy  of  the 
fcriptures.  You  may  find  the  genuine  doc- 
trines of  thefe  fcriptures  to  be  in  diredl  oppo- 
fition  to  the  doctrines  you  have  fubfcribed. 
You  may  imagine  that  the  fixth,  or  the 
twentieth  article  of  the  church  will  allow 
you  fome  liberty  of  interpreting  fcripture  for 
yourfelves ; but,  upon  experience,  you  will 
find  } our  hopes  are  vainly  founded.  Your 
brethren,  upon  the  leaft  appearance  of  your 
deferting  from  the  efiablifhed  doctrines,  will 
raife  a clamour  againfi  you.  A more  impor- 
tunate clamour  will  be  raifed  in  your  own 
breads  ; and,  if  you  wi£h  to  retain  your  in- 
tegrity, you  will,  perhaps,  be  induced  to  re- 
fign  your  preferment  at  an  age,  and  in  cir^ 
cumdances,  when  fuch  facrifices  cannot  be 
made  without  fome  anxiety  to  others,  as  well 
as  to  yourfelves. 


Some 
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Some  of  you  may,  perhaps,  hereafter  de- 
vote yourfelves  to  the  profeflion  of  phyfic, 
or  of  law.  In  your  declining  years  you 
may  begin  to  think  a little  of  that  awful 
hour,  to  which  we  are  every  day  approach- 
ing. You  will  unqueftionably  recur  to  thofe 
interpretations  of.  fcriptnre  which  you,  in 
early  life,  fubfcribed.  You  will  place  your 
confidence  in  what  you  have  been  taught  to 
confider,  as  the  religion  of  your  country. 
Y ou  will,  perhaps,  find  thejfe  articles  oppofed 
by  the  common-fenfe  and  reafon  of  mankind  : 
no  other  hope  remains  j each  of  you  will 
have  lived  a flranger  to  the  gofpel  dodrines  j 
you  will  each  of  you  die  a flranger  to  its 
confolations. 

Perhaps  fome  of  you  may  be  called  upon 
hereafter,  to  ferve  your  country  in  parlia- 
ment. Advancing  years  may  convince  you 
of  the  abfurdity  of  the  dodrines  you  have 
fubfcribed,  as  the  religion  of  the  land. 
You  will  then  be  tempted  to  look  upon  all 
religions,  as  alike  the  creatures  of  the  ftatej 
and  will  therefore  be  devoid  of  that  fteady, 
pei'fevering,  marly  fortitude  in  your  country’s 
caufe,  v/hich  is  one  of  the  nobleft  virtues 
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to  which  a brithh  fenator  can  poffibly 
afpire. 

But  if,  with  minds  informed  by  a careful 
education,  you  have  acquired  a veneration 
for  that  facred  book,  which  holds  forth  a 
religion,  reafonable,  important  and  true;  he 
not  hady  in  the  performance  of  an  adt, 
which,  for  any  thing  you  know,  may  amount 
to  a renunciation  of  the  whole.  Study  dili- 
gently your  Bibles ; fludy  diligently  the 
thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church.  Seek  in- 
flrudion  from 'your  tutors,  when  any  doubts 
arife;  and  if,  upon  a careful  inquiry,  you 
fliall,  in  your  confciences,  be  perfuadcd,  that 
the  articles  and  homilies  of  the  church  of 
England  are,  all  and  every  of  them,  agreeable 
to  the  word  of  God,  why  then,  in  the  name 
of  God,  fubfcribe  them. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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POSTSCRIPT. 

I CANNOT  difmirs  thefe  interefting  fub- 
jeds,  without  offering  fome  further  conii- 
derations  relating  to  the  affociation  at  “ the 
Feathers,”  and  the  petition  formed  in  confe- 
quence  of  its  meetings. 

A publication  inti  tied  the  Chrift;an 
Whig,”  has  lately  appeared,  and  has  been 
fent,  without  the  concurrence,  or  even  know- 
ledge, of  a lingle  perfon  of  the  affociation,  to  - 
every  member  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

It  is  written  with  good  fenfe,  decency, 
and  candour.  The  writer  declares,  that  he 
Jias  no  connection  with  the  petitioning  cler- 
gy, and  he  declares  the  truth.  When  he. 
fpeaks  of  the  removal  of  all  fubfcription  to 
human  formularies  of  faith  and  do(ffrine,  he 
l*peaks  the  fentiments  of  the  petitioners  ; but, 
when  he  pleads  for  the  propriety  of  an  ap- 
plication 


♦ [See  “ A Letter  to  the  members  of  the  honour- 
able houfe  of  commons,  refpeiSling  the  petition  for 
relief  in  the  matter  of  fubfcription.  By  a chriftian 
Whig.  The  fecond  edition.  To  which  is  added,  a 
fecond  letter  relfitive  to  the  fubfcription  pf  graduate?  in 
the  univerfities.”  J772.] 


( 2i8  ) 

plication  to  the  bifhops,  he  judges  contrary 
to  the  opinion  of  every  perfon  concerned 
in  the  prefent  appeal.  The  gentlemen, 
who  think  themfelves  aggrieved  by  the 
inipofition  of  fubferiptions,  affedl  not  the 
character  of  reformers  of  the  church.  They  ‘ 
will  appear  in  the  humbler  guife  of  petiti- 
oners  for  the  removal  of  a grievance  feverely 
,felt  by  individuals  ; ’ which,  though  it  was 
£rll  laid  upon  their  ancedors,  through  the 
intrigues  and  intolerance  of  churchmen,  is 
unhappily  confirmed,  at  prefent,  by  the  law 
of  the  land.  Many  of  the  affociated  meni'* 
bers  have  reafons  for  believing  that,  with  re- 
fpedt  to  their  brethren  on  the  bench,  the 
WILL,  as  well  as  the  power,  is  want-ng  to 
afford  them  the  requefted  redrefs ; and  they 
will  certainly  elfeem  a reference  of  their  cafe 
to  their  lordfhips,  as  a polite,  though  deci- 
iive,  method  of  refufing  their  fuit. 

The  injudicious  friends  of  the  petition 
•frequently  exprefs  themfelves  as  if  the  re- 
qued  contained  in  the  petition  would  be 
granted,  by  a revifal  of  the  articles,  or  a di- 
minution of  their  number.  But  no  revifal 
is  fought  for  in  the  petition ; the  favour  fo- 
licited  is  the  difannulling  the  neceffity  of 

fubferip- 
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rubfcription  to  any  one  ; and  whether  fuch 
indtilgence  can  be  granted,  without  danger 
to  the  Itate,  is  a queiiion  which  the  mem- 
bers of  the  honourable  houfe  are  very  able  to 
decide.  Whatever  be  the  event,  the  petiti- 
oners will  never  quit  their  protedant  ground. 

The  atibciation  mean,  by  eveiy  legal  and 
juft  method,  to  attempt  the  gaining  of  re- 
drefs  in  the  matter  of  fubfcription  to  human 
formularies  of  faith  and  dodrine.  They 
have  judged,  upon  matured  deliberations, 
a petition  to  parliament,  and  not  a petition 
either  to  the ' biihops  or  'his  majefty,  a 
proper  method  of  obtaining  redrefs ; and 
with  anxiety  they  wait  for  the  decifion. 
Whatever  lieps  they  may  take  upon  a re- 
fuftil,  I believe  they  will  never  be  brought 
to  confent  to  an  application  to  the  bench. 

It  is  true,  a new  tranftation  of  the  Bible,  and 
a revifal  of  the  liturgy  are  much  wanted ; 
but  amendments,  in  either,  fall  not  within 
the  plan  of  the  prefent  petitioners.  All 
mention  of  reformation  in  thefe  points  is 
untouched  in  the  petition.  If  the  bifliops, 
therefore,  moved  by  the  importance  and  pro- 
priety of  the  meafure,  Ihould  hereafter  do 
any  thing  in  either  way,  the  members  of  the 
^ • aftbciatio;!. 
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^affocTatlon,  though  they  would  highly  ap-* 
prove  their  condudl,  will  by  no  means  inter- 
fere with  them  j the  glory  will  be  all  their 
own.  We  have  only,  at  prefent,  to  defire 
of  their  lorddiips,  that  as  they  have  often 
declared  they  are  not  able  to  help  us  in  the 
affair  of  fubfcriptions,  they  will  not  obffrudt 
our  righteous  endeavours  to  help  ourfelves. 

1 he  foie  requefi  of  the  petitioners  is  very 

plain  and  fimple.  I will  mention  it  once 

more  : they  beg  to  be  relieved  from  the  ne- 

cenity  of  acknowledging  b^^  fiibfcription,  or 
\ 

declaration,  the  conformity  of  any  humanly 
devifed  • for  mill -iries  of  faith  and  doctrine 
to  the  word  of  God.  A proper  fubfti- 
tute,  if  any  fubffitute  be  neceffary,  muff 
be  left  to  a wifdum  fuperior  to  their 
own.  Their  meaning  could  not  be  miffa- 
ken,  were  the  worthy  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  to  deliberate  among  themfelves 
a fingle  moment,  upon  the  fubjedt.  A re- 
vifal  of  the  artiCiCS,  amendments  in  the  li- 
turgy, a new  tranilation  of  the  Bible,  are, 
though  the  laity  are  alfo  intereffed,  cer- 
tainly clerical  concerns.  But  the  terms 
upon  which,  in  a proteffant  country,  the 
clergy  fhould  hold  their  preferments,  the 
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phyilcian  and  civilian  be  allowed  to  prac- 
tife,  are  furely  to  be  regulated  at  the  folc 
difcretion  of  the  ftate. 

Yet,  after  all  that  has  been  faid,  tlie  fol- 
lowing queftion  may  be  afked,  and  indeed 
it  often  has  been  afked  with  triumph,  by  the 
adverfaries  of  the  prefent  attempt. 

’Would  you  have  the  church  to  autho- 
rife  and  fend  forth  minifters  and  pallors  a- 
mong  the  people,  without  taking  any  fe- 
curity  of  them  for  the  faithful  difcharge  of 
their  office ; and,  particularly,  without 
guarding  againfl  their  preaching  falfe  and  er- 
roneous doctrines  } Already  it  has  been  re- 
plied, and  the  reply  expreffes  the  fentiments 
of  the  learned  and  judicious  Dr.  Clarke, 
that  in  the  office  of  ordination  there  are 
feveral  quelHons  put  to  every  prieft,  the 
anfwers  to  which,  feem  to  contain  as  ample 
fecurity  as  any  chrillian  church  can  deli  re, 
or  can  be  authorifed  to  demand. 

At  the  time  of  ordination,  the  pried  de- 
clares in  the  mod  folemn  manner, 

I . That  he  is  pcrfuaded  that  the  holy 
fcriptures  contain  fufficiently  all  dodrine 
required  of  neceffity  for  eternal  falvation 
through  faith  in  Jefus  Chrid. 


2.  That 
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2.  That  he  has  determined,  by  God’s 
grace,  out  of  the  laid  fcnptures  to  inllriift 
the  people  committed  to  his  charge ; and 
to  teach  nothing  as  required  of  neceffity  to 
eternal  falvation,  but  that  which  he  fhall 
be  perfuaded,  may  be  concluded  and  proved 
by  the  fcripture. 

3..  That  he  will  ufe  both  public  and 
private  monitions,  as  well  to  the  fick  as  to 
the  whole,  within  his  cure,  as  need  fliall 
require,  and  occalion  lhall  be  given. 

4.  That  he  will  be  diligent  in  prayers,  and 
in  reading,  of  the  holy  feriptures,  and  in 
fuch  lludies  as  help  the  knowledge  of  the 
fame,  laying  afide  the  dudy  of  the  world 
and  of  the  flelh. 

5.  That  he  will  be  diligent  to  frame 
and  falhion  his  own  felf  and  his  family  ac- 
cording to  the  do(ftrine  of  Chrid,  and  to 
make  both  himfeif  and  them  as  much  as 
in  him  lietK,  wholefome  exam^ples  and  pat- 
terns to  the  flock  of  Chrid. 

6.  That  he  will  maintain  and  fet  for- 
wards, as  much  as  in  him  licth,  quietnefs, 
peace,  and  love,  among  all  chriflian  people, 
and,  efpecially,  among  thofe  that  are,  or 
lhall  be,  committed  to  his  charge. 
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T O 

SIR  WILLIAM  MER  EDITH,  BART, 
S I R> 

T II E writer  of  this  letter  is  one  of  the 
petitioning  clergy,  whofe  caufe  you  lately 
patronized  in  the  houfe  of  commons.  He 
acknowledges,  with  heart-felt  gratitude, 
his  obligations  as  an  individual,  for  the 
zeal  you  fhewed  in  its  fupport:  and  is  fen- 
lible  how  much  the  whole  alTociation  is  in- 
debted to  you,  for  your  condudt  on  that 
memorable  night,  when,  with  invincible 
ftrength  of  argument,  and  moft  perfuafive 
eloquence,  you  maintained  the  unalienable 
right  of  your  fellow-citizens  to  an  unlimit- 
ed exercife  of  private  judgment  in  matters 
of  a religious  nature ; and  evinced  the  ab- 
furdity,  as  well  as  impiety,  of  requiring 
from  the  public  teachers  of  the  gofpel,  a 
fubfcribed  declaration,  expreffive  of  the 

agree- 
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agreement  of  certain  human  formularies  of 
faith  and  morals  with  the  truths  contained 
in  holy  writ. 

The  quetfion  was  agitated  for  near  nine 
hours,  with  -i  degree  ot  ferioufnefs  and  atten- 
tion which  fuggefted  niany  pleating  reflections' 
to  the  ricnUb  of  religion  and  their  country. 
And  although  the  controverfy  was  not  de- 
cided in  our  favour,  yet,  fatisfied  with  re- 
fpeCl  to  the  jliiHce  of  our  caufe,  and  deter- 
mined to  perfevere  in  it,  with  that  decent 
iirmnefs  which  accompanies  fuch  convic- 
tion, we  retired  with  the  pleafing  expecta- 
tion, that  your  houfe  might,  upon  a recon- 
fideration  of  the  fubjeCt,  grant  us  that  re- 
drefs,  which  will  not  be  more  acceptable 
to  us  as  aggrieved  individuals,  than  grateful 
on  account  of  the  connection  which  we 
trufl;  will  be  found  between  our  fuccefs  and 
the  progrefs  of  that  gofpel,  which,  receiv- 
ing with  willing  hearts  as  tlae  lafl,  befl:  gift 
of  heaven,  we  are  ever  ready  to  acknow- 
ledge, according  to  the  fcripture-reprefen- 
tatiori  of  it,  as  the  only  rule  of -faith  and 
practice. 

I have  no  occaflon  to  inform  you,  that  an 

opinion 
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opinion  at  one  time  prevailed,  that  our  pe-- 
tition  was  inadmiffible,  inafmuch  as  it  ap- 
peared to  ftrike  at  a fundamental  article  of 
the  union  between  the  englidi  and  fcottilh 
kingdoms.  A polition,  which,  when  politi- 
cally coniidered,  foon  fell  before  the  weight 
of  argument  adduced  againfl  it  in  the  houfe 
of  commons ; and  is  liable  to  ftill  ftronger 
objeflions,  in  a moral  view ; as,  if  afted 
under,  it  mull:  for  ever  preclude  the  mi- 
nuted: reformation,  although  the  legiflature 
were  convinced  of  its  neceiTity ; and  might, 
eventually,  involve  the  whole  coUefted  body 
of  the  people,  in  the  guilt  of  impious  and 
avowed  rebellion  againfl:  the  majefty  of  hea- 
ven, fliOLild  it  ever  become  a general  per- 
fualion,  that  the  articles  in  quedion  are 
edentially  at  variance  with  the  acknow- 
ledged word  of  God. 

The  ground,  on  which  our  adverfaries  at 
fird  oppofed  us,  being  now  edeemed  no 
lonffer  tenable,  we  are  informed,  that  we 

O 

have  mod  to  fear,  from  the  prevalence  of  a 
.perfuafion,  that  feme  ted,  expredive  of  the 
fenfe  in  which  we  imderdand  the  feriptures, 
ought  to  be  required  from  the  clerical  part 

0^2  of 
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of  the  eftablhhment ; that  fome  bond  or 
center  of  union,  effentially  requifite  in  the 
conftitution  of  every  fociety  whatfoever,  is 
therefore  neceffary  to  the  very  exiftence  of 
a national  church. 

With  the  utmod;  deference  and  refpedl  to 
your  fuperior  judgment,  I beg  leave  to 
fuggefl:  fome  hints  to  your  conhderation, 
which,  if  purfued  through  all  their  confe- 
quences,  tend  obvioufly  to  invalidate  this 
darling  argument  of  the  adverfaries  of  our 
Caufe. 

I requeft,  however,  that  the  fentiments 
offered  upon  this  interefting  fubjeCt  may  be 
edeemed  as  the  fentiments  of  a Angle  per- 
fon,  and  not  of  the  affociation  to  which  I 
have  the  honour  to  belong.  If  the  argu- 
ment fhall  appear  inconel ufive,  the  difgrace 
will  be,  as  indeed  it  ought  to  be,  intirely 
my  own)  but  if  my  reflections  diall  prove 
of  any  real  fervice  to  the  caufe  of  protef- 
tantifm,  I diall  rejoice  in  having,  in  the 
remoted  manner,  contributed  to  the  fuc- 
cefs  of  a defign,  in  which  I am  with  heart 
and  hand  engaged. 

In  the  difcuffion  of  our  quedion,  I will 

not 
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not  confider  the  clergy  as  forming  a corpo-* 
ration  conftituted  for  a merely  civil  pur- 
pofe,  the  creature  and  the  fervant  of  the 
ftate;  becaufe  I find  that  fuch  an  idea  has 
been  judged  offenfive ; I will  adopt  the 
opinion  of  the  adverfarvj  but  will  endea- 
vour to  ule  more  precifion  in  my  terms. 

Thefe  words,  “ the  church  of  England,” 
properly  fignify  the  colledive  body  of  that 
part  of  the  people  of  thefe  kingdoms,  who, 
being  baptized  into  its  communion,  out- 
wardly conform  to,  or,  at  leaft,  do  not  for- 
mally dilfent  from  its  dlablifhed  difcipline 
and  worihip. 

Under  this  idea,  it  might  eafily  be  proved, 
that  the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church 
of  England  cannot  form  the  bond  or  cen- 
ter of  union  to  its  members ; as  but  an  in- 
confiderable  portion  of  the  engllfii  people 
have  ever  fubfcribed,  or  in  any  way  aifented 
to  thefe  articles,  and  a ftill  fmaller  portion 
can  be  faid  to  underftand  them. 

The  aforefaid  words  have  been  alfo  ufed 
to  denote  the  eftablifiied  clergy  of  thefe  king- 
doms. But,  in  ftrid  propriety  of  fpeech, 
the  efiabhfhed  clergy,  either  collevflively  or 
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reprefentatiVely  taken,  do  not  conftitute  the 
church  of  England;  but,  feparately  confi- 
dered,  they  are  either  rulers,  minifters,  or 
teachers  in  that  church. 

However,  as  our  adverfaries  are  frequently 
inclined  to  confider  the  church  as  a fet  of 
chrihian  minifters,  a/Tociated  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  diffufing  the  pure  religion  of  the 
gofpel,  voluntary  in  its  firft  formation,  but, 
at  length,  on  account  of  public  utility,  allied 
to  and  fupported  by  the  f ate,  we  will  meet 
them  on  the  ground,  which  themfelves  have 
. occupied,  and  accede  to  the  defnition,  by 
which  they  feem  determined  to  abide. 

To  the  exifence  and  continuance  of 
fuch  a fociety  fome  bond,  or  center  of  union 
is  required.  This  pofition  will  be  allowed 
in  its  unlimited  extent. 

But  a quefion  arifes  concerning  the  na- 
ture of  this  bond  of  union.  In  this  point 
indeed  we  fiall  differ  very  v.ddely. 

In  order  .that  our  mental  fight  may  be 
preferved  as  clear  as  poffible  from  the  fuf- 
fufions  of  prejudice,  let  us  turn  a moment 
from  the  church,  in  which  the  quefion  of 
the  right  and  expediency  of  fubferiptions 
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is  to  be  tried,  and  examine  into  tbofe  pru-« 
dential  maxims,  adopted  in  all  Ibcieties 
wliatever ; thofe  maxims  I mean,  which, 
being  the  relult  of  human  wifdom,  furnhh 
the  members  of  each  incorporation  with 
the  means  of  eifeding  the  purpofe  of  its 
inflitution. 

A number  of  men,  defirous  of  accom- 
pliQiing  fome  purpofe  of  acknowledged 
importance,  combine  themfelves  into  a fo- 
cietv,  in  order  that  united  wifdom  and 
flrength  may  produce,  what  the  fkiil  and 
power  of  them  hngly,  would  not  be  able 
to  elfed. 

In  fuch  a cafe,  the  end  and  defign  of  the 
alTociation  ihould  be  expreffed  m terms  the 
mod;  perfpicuous  and  precife,  which  hu- 
man language  can  afford  j as  every  perfon 
of  a fociety  merely  voluntary,  who  forms 
not  a juft  and  accurate  conception  of  its 
defign,  is  only  nominally  a member,  or,  in 
other  words,  no  member  at  all. 

Let  us,  for  inftance,  fuppofe  that  a fet 
of  gentlemen  affociate  for  the  purpofe  of 
promoting  philofophical  inquiry.  To  in- 
form the  minds  of  men  .in  every  well- 
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authenticated  philofophic  fadtj  to  enlarge 
the  fphere  of  human  comprehenfion,  with 
refped;  to  the  knowledge  of  nature  and  her 
operations,  would  be  the  end  or  defign  of 
fuch  fociety. 

This  defign  diould  be  expreffed  in  terms 
fo  clear,  that  each  perfon  might  perceive, 

. that,  upon  admiffion,  he  laid  himfelf  under 
an  obligation  to  join  with  his  aflbeiates  in 
promoting,  to  the  utmoil;  of  his  ability,  the 
iludy  of  philofophy,  and  in  diffufing  the 
light  of  fcience  thence  refulting,  among 
the  various  ranks  and  orders  of  the  hate. 

But  further  preciiion  is  necelfary  in  our 
inquiry.  Though  a perfect  comprehenfion 
be  acquired  of  the  defignof  the  fociety,  yet, 
it  is  to  be  confidered,  that  its  defign  is  not 
the  fame,  and  therefore  by  no  means  to  be 
confounded  with  its  bond  of  union,  or  with 
thofe  rules  of  condudl,  by  which  it  hopes  to 
accomplifh  its  defign. 

A bond  of  union,  when  taken  from  its 
primary  fignification  of  a bond  uniting 
things  material,  and  applied  to  rational 
beings,  is  ufed  to  denote  that  principle, 
which  connects  them  clofely  with  each 

' other. 


( 233  ) 

other,  and  obliges  them  to  concur  in  en- 
deavouring the  accomplifhment  of  their 
purpofe. 

In  the  prefent  inftance,  it  mud;  fignify  a 
folemn  obligation  or  engagement,  entered 
into  by  the  contracting  parties,  under  the 
forfeiture  of  honour  or  of  fubdance,  ho- 
neitly  and  faithfully  to  difcharge  the  va- 
rious truds  which  may  be  repofed  in  them; 
and  to  promote,  by  all  juft  and  legal  me- 
thods, the  laudable  end  of  their  adbciation. 

The  meafures,  whereby  the  members 
may  bed  promote  this  end,  mud  be  left  to 
be  fuggeded  by  individuals,  and  decided 
upon  by  the  fociety,  as  exigencies  demand. 
As  in  the  cafe  before  us,  doubts  may  arife 
whether  philofophic  knowledge  may  be  bed 
promoted  by  the  ufe  of  the  fynthetic  or  ana- 
lytic method  of  indruClion.  Or,  a quef- 
tion  may  be  moved,  whether  there  is  not  a 
probability  that  its  bounds  will  be  more 
enlarged  by  propofing  premiums,  without 
any  limitation  whatfoever,  as  incentives  to 
indudry  and  invention,  in  every  branch  of 
ufeful  fcience,  than  by  expending  an  equal 
fum  in  inculcating  what  is  already  fuppofed 
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to  4e  difcovered,  under  the  immediate  view 
of  perfons  appointed  by  the  fociety  itfelf. 

The  modes  of  procedure  embraced  by 
the  fociety,  In  conle^uence  of  the  difcuf- 
fion  of  fuch  queftions,  form  its  refolutionsj 
which  are  carefully  to  be  dii'tinguilhed  from 
its  main  defign  and  bond  of  union.  Its  refo- 
lutions  rnay  be  changed  at  pleafure.  But 
while  its  defign  remains  the  fame,  and  its 
bond  of  union  firm  and  unfiiaken,  on  ac- 
count of  the  untainted  honour  of  its  mem- 
bers, the  fociety  will  Hill  fubfiH,  and,  from 
fuch  changes,  frequently,  derive  an  increafe 
of  authority,  infiuence,  *and  Hrength. 

Let  us  now  fuppofe  that  this  fociety,  at 
a certain  period,  either  apprehenfive  of  the 
power  of  enemies,  interefied  in  its  defiruc- 
tion,  or  defirous  of  extending  its  infiuence, 
fiiould  apply  to  parliament  for  aflifiiancc 
and  fupport ; or,  that  the  king,  of  his  own 
• mere  motion,  Ihould  grant  a charter,  with 
fuch  privileges  and  immunities,  as  may  en- 
able the  afibciated  members  with  greater 
eafe  to  accomplilh  their  defign. 

As  the  oarties  concerned  in  the  donation 
of  authority,  or  fubflance,  have  a right  of 
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defining  the  conditions,  on  which  they  grant 
their  favours,  it  is  probable,  that,  upon  the^ 
grant  of  fuch  patronage,  the  king  or  par-» 
liament  would  found  a claim  of  advifing, 
and,  in  fome  infiances,  of  directing, the  mea- 
fures  proper  to  be  purfued.  But  this  inter- 
ference could  work  no  alteration,  either  in 
the  defign  of  the  fociety,  or  the  nature  of  its 
bond.  Nay,  fliould  any  cafe  arife  wherein 
fuch  interference  appeared  to  the  members 
fubverlive  of  the  fociety’s  defign,  they  would 
be  guilty  of  a breach  of  their  bond  of  union, 
if  they  did  not  humbly  remonfirate  againfi 
the  impofition:  but,  in  every  infiance,  where 
the  meafure  advifed  does  not  run  counter 
to  the  grand  purpofe  of  the  aflbciation,  nor 
lays  the  members  under  a temptation  to 
defert  their  charge,  they  are  jufiified  in  fub- 
mitting  to  any  regulations,  propofed  by  a 
power,  from  whence  the  fociety  derives  au- 
thority, dignity,  and  fupport. 

The  objections  of  prejudice  will  now 
begin  to  operate,  as  the  inferences  intended 
to  be  drawn  from  the  preceding  reflections 
can  no  longer  be  concealed.  We  will  there- 
fore change  at  once  the  objeCt  of  our  confix 
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derations,  by  the  fubftitution  of  a fingltf 
word;  and,  inllead  of  reprefenting  the  cafe 
of  a fociety  formed  for  the  purpofe  of  ad- 
vancing philofophical  knowledge,  fuppofe  it 
to  be  inlUtuted  with  a defign  of  promoting 
and  fpreading  gofpel  truth. 

Each  individual,  who  is  a believer,  cer- 
tainly has  it  in  his  power,  by  various  ways, 
to  promote  either  the  knowledge,  or  the 
pradice  of  the  religion  of  Jefus.  But  it  is 
verv  rationally  concluded  that  he  may  do  it 
with  flill  greater  edicacy,  if  he  adfs  in  con- 
cert with  men,  who  are  fimilarly  inclined 
with  himfelf. 

An  adbciation  is  therefore  formed,  with  a 
profeffed  intention  of  promoting  the  know- 
ledge and  pradlice  of  chriftianity,  by  the 
perfonal  labours  of  the  individuals,  who 
fhall,  from  time  to  time,  compofe  it. 

The  information  and  improvement  of 
our  fpecies  in  the  genuine  principles  of 
chriftian  knowledge,  and  the  advancement 
of  the  caufe  of  piety  and  virtue,  conftitute 
the  proper  end  and  dedgn  of  this  fociety, 

• The  members  of  this  affociation  more- 
over bind  themfelves,  by  a folemn  engage- 
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nient,  never  to  falfify  or  to  defert  their  trufl; 
but,  on  the  contrary,  to  promote  the  lau- 
dabJe  purpofe  of  their  inftitution  to  the  ut-, 
moft  extent  of  their  abilities  and  power. 

They  engage,  for  inftance,  in  the  moft 
folemn  and  public  manner,*  to  be  diligent 
in  the  ftudy  of  all  facred  learning,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  able  rightly  to  divide  the 
word  of  God,  and,  with  the  drongeft  powers 
of  perfuafion,  to  preach  it  to  the  people. 

They  prdfefs  that  they  will  ufe  both  pub- 
lic and  private  monitions,  as  well  to  the  lick 
as  to  the  whole,  within  their  care,  as  need 
lhall  require,  and  occafion  lliall  be  given. 

They  declare  that  they  will  be  diligent 
to  frame  both  themfelves  and  families  ac- 
cording to  the  dodlrine  of  the  gofpel,  and  to 
make  both  themfelves,  and  thofe  with  whom 
they  lhall  be  in  any  way  connedted,  as  much 
as  in  them  lieth,  wholefome  examples  and 
patterns  to  the  flock  of  Chrift. 

This  engagement,  viz.  an  engagement  to 
be  honeft  and  fincere,  and  zealous  in  the  exe- 
cution 

* See  the  queftions  propofed  to  tlie  candidates  for 
the  priefthood,  in  the  office  of  ordination. 
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Ciition  of  their  charge,  may,  with  the  utmoft. 
propriety,  be  faid  to  conditute  their  facra- 
mentum,”or  their  bond  of  union. 

Our  next  inquiry  mud  be  concerning  the 
meafures,  which  fuch  voluntary  fociety  em- 
braces, in  the  various  periods  of  its  exidence; 
concerning  thofe  maxims,  and  rules  of  con- 
dudl,  by  the  help  of  which,  it  is  enabled  to 
effed;  its  purpofe. 

Thefe  meafures  and  maxims  mud  be  va- 
rious, according  to  the  various  exigencies 
of  the  times. 

It  may  pofTibly  appear  an  advifeable  mea- 
fure  in  the  fociety,  to  fet  apart  a certain  por- 
tion of  their  common  dock,  as  a fund  for 
the  education  of  youth  in  fuch  dudies,  as 
•may  bed  prepare  them,  for  the  due  difcharge 
of  .the  miniderial  functions. 

The  mode  of  this  education,  the  nature 
of  the  quallficafions  for  the  mlnidry,  and 
the  manner  of  afcertaining  the  knowledge 
and  moral  character  of  the  candidates,  are 
confiderations  of  the  utmod  confequence ; 
and,  therefore,  diould  be  fubmitted  to  the 
management  of  thofe  members  in  the  fociety, 
who  are  eminent  for  abilities,  probity,  and 
learning. 
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; As  I fuppofe  that  the  prefiding  pcrfons  in 
this  fociety  are,  in  their  n minds,  perfuad- 
ed,  that  the  religion  of  the  gofpel  came  pure, 
and  perfect  from  the  perfons  who  were  di- 
vinely. commiilioned  to  declare  it  to  the 
'world ; it  is  to  be  imagined,  that  they  will 
recommend  the  fludy  of  the  fcriptures,  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  the  new  Teflament,  as 
a proper  courfe  of  ftudy,  and  propofe  fuch 
regulations,  as  may  tend  to  exhibit  the  reve- 
lation of  heaven,  pure  and  uncorrupted,  to 
their  fellow- creatures.  They  will  be  in- 
duced to  adopt  fuch  a mode  of  condudl,  not 
only  upon  an  idea  of  the  beneficial  tenden- 
cies of  truth,  confidered  without  relation  to 
its  author,  but  alfo  upon  the  full  convidtion, 
that  this  religion  contains  promifes,  the 
accomplifhment  of  which  can  only  be  ex- 
pedted  upon  the  performance  of  thofe  con- 
ditions, which  God,  and  not  man,  hath  pro- 
pofed  to  our  obfervance. 

An  hint  is  fuggefled  by  fome  individuals, 
that  a fubicription  importing  acquiefcence  in 
a fet  of  doilrines,  efpoufed  by  men  of  ac- 
knowledged probity  and  learning,  and  by  therrc 
maintained  to  be  fcripturc  dodtrincs,  may 
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greatly  promote  the  end  the  fociety  has  iil 
view,  viz.  the  knowledge  of  the  gofpel  in 
its  primaeval  purity.  And,  in  fupport  of 
this  opinion,  it  is  urged,  that,  on  account  of 
the  united  wifdom  of  the  fociety  being  em- 
ployed in  the  fabrication  of  fuch  articles,  or 
formularies  of  faith  and  dodlrine,  the  know- 
ledge of  the  gofpel  might  be  more  promot- 
ed, by  the  fubmiflion  of  the  preacher  to 
fuch  a dlredory,  than  if  he  were  indulged 
in  the  unlimited  power  of  declaring,  to  the 
people,  whatever  dodtrines,  himfelf  fliall  be 
perfuaded,  are  contained  in  the  books  of  ' 
holy  writ. 

But  the  expediency  of  fuch  a meafure  may 
be  juftly  quedioned.  And  indeed  it  has 
been  frequently  and  ably  fliewn,  that  it 
diredlly  tends  to  fubflitute,  both  in  the 
mind  of  the  preacher,  and  of  thofe  who  hear 
him,  the  precarious  dodrines  and  inventions 
of  men,  in  the  place  of  that  word  which 
God  revealed;  that  if  fuch  fubfcription  be 
abfolute,  it  precludes  the  exercife  of  private 
judgment,  and  deprives  us  of  thofe  advan- 
tages w'hich  may  be  the  refult  of  more  careful 
inquiry,  or  the  produce  of  the  labour  of  ma- 
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iurer  years  j that  if  the  emolmnents,  which 
are  allotted  as  flipendiary  conliderations  for 
our  miniderial  fervices,  cannot  be  enjoyed 
without  fuch  fubfcriptions,  the  profpedl  of 
the  advantage  wdll  be  a temptation  to  inhn- 
cerity  and  prevarication  to  thofe  perfons, 
who,  in  honour,  honedy,  and  every  kind  of 
virtue,  fhould  be  enfamples  of  their  flock  ; 
that  if  the  terms,  in  which  the  fubfcription 
be  made,  are  ambiguous,  or  imply  a certain 
limitation,  fuch  fubfcription  v/ill  be  either 
nugatory  or  enfnaring  ; that  a fubfcription 
to  human  articles,  fo  far  forth  as  they  are 
agreeable  to  the  word  of  God,  is  in  fadl  no 
fubfcription  at  all ; and  that  every  lawful 
end,  propofed  by  fuch  expedients,  may  be 
eifedted  by  a fubfcription  to  the  fcriptures ; 
the  only  nteafure,  of  this  kind,  worthy  of 
being  adopted  in  a fociety,  which  is  diftin- 
guilhed  from  fome  others  by  an  opinion, 
that  the  canonical  books  of  the  old  and  new 
Teflament  are  a fufficient  rule  of  chriflian 
faith  and  pradice. 

The  danger  therefore  of  prevarication  in 
acceding  to  fuch  fubfcription ; the  limita- 
tion of  the  exercife  of  private  judgment, 
from  whence  fuch  beneficial  confequences 
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have  always  flowed  j the  too  probable  >n-r 
creafe  of  that  intolerant  fpirit,  which  pre- 
vails, more  or  lefs,  in  almofl:  every  fociety  of 
a- religious  nature,  and  mud  be  nourilhed  by- 
any  extraordinary,  in  dance  of  refpedt  which 
is  paid  to  opinions  merely  human  ; the  dirfl- 
culty  of  obtaining  a review  of  dodrines,  how- 
ever palpable  their  abfiirdity,  when  they  have 
once  been  received  within  the  pale  of  ai> 
edablidiment ; fliould  induce  the  fociety  to, 
rejed:  a meafure,  which,  were  it  to  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  dodrines  in  quedion  could 
accord  with  the  general  fentiments  of  its. 
prefent  members,  might  dill  didrefs  fuc- 
cecding  generations ; may  eventually  defeat 
tlae  very  defign  of  the  fociety’s  inditution  ; 
or,  even  render  worfe  than  ufelefs  the  labours 
of  theperfons.  who  compofe  it. 

But  I mud  again  aflert,  that  neither  a, - 
confent  in  opinion,  with  refped  to  articles, 
of  faith-  and  dodrine,  nor  fubfcription  to 
them,  were  it  invariably  infided  upon  by 
the  fociety  on  admidion,  and  every  other 
extraordinary  occafion,  can,  with  propriety, 
be  faid  to  conditute  its  bond  of  union, 
^uch  bond,  like  the  “ facramentum”  of  tlie^ 
roman  foldier,  or  of  the  early  chridians,  ac-* 
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cording  to  Pliny’s  delineation  of  their  con- 
fHtution,  can  only  be  interpreted,  as  a fecu- 
ri ty  for  the  conftancy,  fidelity,  and  other 
moral  virtues,  of  the  perfon  who  accedes  to 
it,  an  affurance  of  his  ftedfaft  purpofe  to 
promote  the  chrifiian  caufe ; and,  therefore, 
ought  not  to  be  confounded  with  any  parti- 
cular meafure  of  advancing  it. 

Whatever  therefore  may  be  the  conduct 
of  the  ibciety : whether  it  advifes  or  pre- 
fcribes  fubmifiion  to  the  fcripture  only,  a 
deference  to  tradition,  or,  a fubfcription  to  a 
fet  of  articles  explanatory  of  fcripture : it  is 
my  firm  perfuafion,  that  fuch  fubmifiion, 
fuch  deference,  or  fuch  fubfcription,  how- 
ever recommended  or  enforced,  forms  not, 
as  our  adverfaries  would  infinuate,  the  bond 
or  center  of  its  union. 

And,  that  fubfcription  to  the  thirty-nine 
articles  is  not  confidered  in  this  light,  by  the 
laws  and  canons  of  our  church,  is,  I think, 
apparent  from  the  following  interefting  fad. 

The  bilhops,  at  their  confecration,  lay 
themfelves  under  a folemn  obligation,  faith- 
fully to  difbharge  the  fundtions  of  their 
office } but  they  do  not  again  fubfcribe  the 
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articles  in  queftion  ; or,  in  other  words,  the 
rulers  and  governors  of  the  fociety,  who, 
in  confequence  of  their  extenfive  influence, 
are  mod  able  to  defeat  its  defign,  and  in 
confequence  of  their  more  frequent  inter- 
courfe  with  the  powers  of  this  world,  are  un- 
der a Ifronger  teiliptatioji  than  any  of  their 
brethren,  to  proditute  that  influence  to  un- 
worthy purpofes,  enter  upon  their  impor- 
tant trud,  without  being  called  upon  to  de- 
clare their  approbation,  of  what  is  termed 
its  bond. 

If  it  be  pleaded,  that  they  mud  frequently 
have  fubferibed  thefe  articles  before  their 
elevation  ; it  is  anfwered,  that  if  a fingle 
fubfeription  be  fufficient,  it  is  abfurd  to  re- 
quire a reiteration  of  this  fecurity  from 
every  other  clerg}mian  upon  appointment  ta 
a benefice,  or  elevation  to  a pod  of  dignity 
and  power.  If,  in  defence  of  fuch  requifi- 
tion,  it  is  urged,  that  upon  entrance  into 
office,  the  perfon,  intruded  with  a charge, 
(hould  openly  declare,  that  his  fentiments, 
with  refpedl  to  doedrine,  are  the  fame,  as 
when  he  drd  fubferibed,  'there  is  a greater 
propriety,  furely,  in  his  giving  this,  fecurity, 
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\vhen  raifed  to  the  height  of  ecclefiadical 
authority.  Upon  entrance  into  a civil 
oiHce,  we  are  careful  to  remind  each  candi- 
date for  inferior  honours  and  didincflions,  of 
the  nature  of  his  trufl:.  We  negledt  not 
alfo  to  exaft  dill  more  exprefs  alfurances  of 
fidelity  and  attachment  to  the  eflentials  of 
the  conftitution,  from  him,  who,  once  a 
fubjed:,  is  become  a king.  conclulion. 
follows  of  the  mod  important  kind.  Ei- 
ther the  articles  of  the  church  of  England 
are  not  to  be  conddered,  as  forming.the  ef- 
fence  of  our  eccledadical  conditution,  or, 
upon  the  idea,  that  a reiterated  fubfcriptioii 
to  them,  is  with  propriety  required,  the 
bilhops  dioLild  by  no  means  be  excufed. 

I /hall  now  inouire  what  alterations 
would  enfue,  in  cafe  the  king  or  parliament 
diould  be  induced  to  lend  their  awful  name 
and  fandions  ; and  thus  afford  to  the  fociety 
the  accedion  of  an  external  drength. 

In  the  fird  place,  it  is  clear  that  the  in- 
terference of  parliament  will  not  alter  the 
nature  of  the  fociety’s  defign.  The  fociety 
was  indituted  with  a view  to  promote  the 
knowledge  and  the  pradice  of  the  gofpeL 
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Parliament,  fenfible  of  the  great  advantage 
which  may  be  derived  to  the  community 
from  fuch  knowledge,  and  fuch  practice, 
arms  its  members  with  a power,  and  fup- 
plies  them  with  an  influence,  fuperior  to  what 
they  before  enjoyed.  But  although,  from 
the  fupport  communicated  to  the  fociety, 
by  a donation  of  temporal  pofi'eflions,  or 
the  grant  of  exclufive  privileges,  a right  be 
confelfedly  gained  to  parliament,  of  dired:- 
ing  its  meafures,  and  recommending  rules 
■and  orders  to  its  obfervance;  yet  parliament 
cannot,  without  the  greatefl:  injuflice  and 
impiety,  preferibe  fuch  rules  of  adion,  as 
obvioLifly  impede  the  progrefs  of  that  know- 
ledge, which  the  fociety  was  inflituted  to 
promote ; and  therefore,  if,  through  the 
connivance  or  negled  of  former  guardians 
of  the  ftate,  any  deviation  from  the  original 
intention  of  the  fociety,  fhould  have  received 
the  temporary  fandion  of  the  legiflature,  a 
fucceeding  legiflature  fhould  attend  to  every 
iufl;  remonftrance,  which  points  out  fuch 
deviation*  and,  by  one  decifive  law,  bring 
back  the  ecclefiaftical  conffitution  to  its  pri- 
mitive fimplicity  of  purpofe* 
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And  parliament  will  be  induced  to  ftich 
a refokition,  upon  this  further  confidera- 
tion  j that,  as  the  only  reafon  to  be  a(Tigned 
for  its  interference  is  a perfualion,  that  from 
the  knowledge  and  the  pradtice  of  the  gof- 
pel,  a blefiing  will  be  derived  upon  the  peo- 
ple, this  expedtation  will  be  fiirely  fruflrated, 
if  the  public  treafure  be  expended  in  fup- 
port  of  a religion  merely  human,  in  fup- 
port  of  dodtrlnes  drawn  up,  perhaps,  in  dia- 
metric oppolition  to  the  word  of  God. 

But,  if  the  interference  of  parliament 
ought  not  to  work  an  alteration  on- the  fo- 
ciety’s  defignj  not  all  the  parliaments  iii 
Europe  can  effedt  an  alteration  in  its  bondi 
Laws  may  injoin  the  form  of  word^,  iri 
which  the  obligation  is  exprelfed ; may 
prefer! be  the  ceremonies,  with  which  it  is 
declared  j but  its  intrinlic  nature  is  not  al- 
tered by  thefe  contingent  circumdances; 
Its  eflence  mud  condd  in  an  ex  animo’' 
declaration,  that  the  admitted  member  will 
labour  to  promote  the  grand  delign  of  the. 
fociety,  viz.  the  knowledge  and  the  practice 
of  the  golpel,  v;ith  fidelity,  condancy,  and 
2eal. 
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But,  notwithftanding  the  interference 
which  I have  now  fuppofed,  it  may  be  pro- 
per, that  the  fociety,  with  refped;  to  many 
of  its  meafures,  fliould  be  left  to  be  guided 
by  its  own  diferetion.  And  this  upon  the 
idea,  that  it  is  below  the  dignity  of  legilla- 
ture  to  dire(ft  all  the  movements  of  each 
fubordinate  corporation.  And  therefore  the 
fociety,  or  its  rulers,  as  long  as  the  civil 
rights  of  the  fubjedi:  are  not  invaded  by  their 
private  refolutions,  will  probably  be  in- 
dulged in  preferibing  the  means  of  afeer- 
taining  the  quantity,  of  knowledge,  and  mo- 
ral qualifications,  of  afpirants  to  the  miniftry. 
But  it  fhould  always  be  with  this  exprefs 
limitation,  that  they  prefume  not  to  pre- 
feribe  any  other  qualifications  as  effential 
requifites  for  admiffion,  except  competency 
of  learning,  and  proper  teflimonial  of  the 
ynorals  of  the  candidate.  His  declaration 
of  his  intention  to  promote  the  defign  of 
the  fociety,  and  expreffed  refolution  of  fub- 
mitting  to  its  jufl  and  legal  difeipline,  is 
the  only  fecurity  he  can  give  with  honour,  i$ 
the  only  fecurity  which  the  rulers  of  th« 
church  fhould  be  authorized  to  require. 
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Yet,  lad  experience  fliews,  that,  in  con-» 
fcqiience  of  the  iiniverfai  appetite  for  domi- 
nion, fo  apparent  in  the  human  fpecies,  the 
governors  in  this  clerical  fociety  will,  from 
time  to  time,  be  induced  to  Hep  beyond  the 
line  of  lawful  power  : ^and-  will  labour-  to 
Impofe  their  own  interpretations  and  opi- 
nions upon  fucceeding  members  of  the  fo- 
ciety, inllead  of  limply  injoining  them  to 
promote  the  nobler  purpofe  of  its  inftitu- 
tion.  .Such  innovations,  however,  Hiould 
be  attended  to,  and  oppofed>  in  their  earliell 
rife ; and,  whenever  difcovered,  be  cor- 
rected by  the  aid  of  parliamentary  vidtation. 
Other  wife  they  may  gain  fuch  Hrength  as 
to  become  incorporated  with  every  aCt  of 
the  fociety,  until,  at  length,  fuch, is  the  na- 
tural progrefs  of  religious  defpotifm,  they 
are  eftablifhed,  as  we  this  day  deplore,  by 
the  force  of  laws.  Nay,  are  even  confidered 
as  fundamental  principles,  in  treaties  and 
conventions  between  Hates. 

The  foregoing  reflections  have  a reference 
to  the  miniHers  of  the  church  of  England, 
fo  far  as  they  are  confidered  In  the  light  of 
Hccnfed  preachers  of  the  gofpel.  The  con- 
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clufions  which  flow  from  them  1 will 
comprize  in  a few  words. 

Firfl.  The  advancement  of  thofe  doc- 
trines, which  are  contained  in  articles  and 
confeflions  framed  by  man’s  device,  cannot, 
with  decency,  be  fuppofed  to  be  the  avowed 
defign  of  any  religious  proteltant  fociety, 
further  than  fuch  articles  agree  with  the 
written  word  of  God.  And  therefore,  the 
. promoting  the  knowledge  and  practice  of 
that  word,  independent  of  its  harmony  with 
any/yftem  of  opinions  whatfoever,  is,  or 
ought  to  be,  the  great,  and  indeed  the  only, 
aim  of  the  eftablilhed  clergy  of  this  king- 
dom. 

Secondly.  No  articles  or  confeflion  of 
faith  whatever,  whether  conceived  in  human 
or  even  fcriptural  terms,  can  be  the  bond  or 
center  of  union  to  a fociety  of  chriftian  mini- 
fters.  Their  only  bond  muft  be,  an  obliga- 
tion, faithfully,  refolutely,  and  zealoufly,  to 
promote  the  knowledge  of  God’s  law  to  the 
befl;  of  their  underftanding  and  ability,  to 
exert  each  faculty  in  the  inveftigation  of  his' 
will,  and  every  power  of  perfuafion  in  re- 
commending the  practice  of  it  to  their 
hearers,  * 
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And  ,thirdly.  Although  it  is  allowed, 
that  in  every  fociety,  whether  fupported  by 
private  contributions  or  parliamentary  patro- 
nage, there  is  veiled  fomewhere  a right  of 
defining  the  conditions,  upon  the  perform- 
ance of  which,  its  acting  members  fhall  be- 
come intitled  to  thofe  emoluments,  which 
are  allowed  as  ftipendiary  confiderations  for 
their  fervicesj  yet,  it  muft  be  both  abfurd 
and  iniquitous  in  this  fociety,  to  prefcribe 
fuch  meafures  of  conduifl,  as  tend  to  defeat 
the  very  end  of  its  inftitution:  and  if  its 
avowed  purpofe  be  to  promote  chriftian 
knowledge  and  chriftian  practice,  that  is 
to  fay,  to  promote  the  progrefs  of  a reli- 
gion confeftedly  divine,  nothing  furely  can 
be  more  immediately  fubverftve  of  its  de- 
fign,  than  to  require  from  each  candidate 
for  admiffion  an  ex  animo”  aflent  to  a fet 
of  articles,  cxpreTive  of  the  fenfe  of  one 
particular  fe£l  or  age  : as  fuch  meafure  rnuft 
unavoidably  perpetuate  thofe  traditional  er- 
rors, which  the  fociety  was  inftituted  to 
remove  j and  inftcad  of  diftufing  gofpel  light, 
may  fpreid  one  uniform  gloom  of  intellec- 
tual and  moral  darkncfs,  over  every  fucceed- 
ing  generation. 
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In  this  inquiry  into  the  right  and  expe-“ 
diency  of  requiring  fubfcriptions  from  a na- 
tional clergy,  I have  confidered  them  aS 
forming  a diftindt  corporation  from  that 
general  affembly, ' in  which  they  are  ap- 
pointed to  minider ; and  therefore  by  no 
means  as  poiTeffed  of  an  exclufive  title  to 
the  name  and  privileges  of  the  englifli 
church.  The  clergy  indeed  have  frequently 
been  confidered  as  the  church  of  England, 
but  1 think  erroneoudy  i clergymen,  fngly 
taken,  are  only  licenfed  preachers,  and 
perfons  who  hold  fome  pod:  or  facerdotal 
office  in  the  church  ; and,  colleflively  con- 
fidered, form  nothing  more  than  a particu- 
lar corporation,  endowed  with  fuch  emolu- 
ments and  privileges,  as  are  mod  likely  to 
render  them  of  general  ufe.  A chridian 
church,  in  fcripture,  and  indeed  in  com- 
mon acceptation,  is  an  affembly  of  perfons 
met  together  for  the  purpofe  of  expreffmg 
the  religious  affedlions  of  their  hearts  to 
the  almighty,  and  of  improving  in  the 
knowledge  of  his  will,  as  revealed  by  his 
fon.  Every  fotiety  which  confids  of  per- 
fons who  believe  in  the  divine  mdffion  of 
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Jefus,  and  meet  together  for  the  aforefaid 
purpofes,  is  a chridian  church.  Under 
this  idea,  the  paftor  and  the  flock  are  abfo- 
lutely  upon  a level,  and  jointly  may  decree 
thofe  rites  and  ceremonies,  which  they,  from 
time  to  time,  fliall  judge  will  tend  mofl:  to 
ediflcation ; they  may  enacft  whatever  regula-> 
tions  they  think  proper,  provided  they  do  not 
trefpafs  on  the  temporal  property,  or  civil 
liberty  of  the  fubjedt,  nor  claim  to  them- 
felves,  or  to  their  paflors,  whether  congre- 
gated by  prelates,  popps,  or  kings,  the 
exercife  of  an  authority  in  controverfies  of 
faith.”  I will  further  obferve,  that  what- 
ever be  the  internal  polity  of  a church,  pro- 
fefling  faith  in  Chrifl:,  its  lay  members  are 
guilty  of  the  greatefl:  folly,  provided  they 
be  really  deflrous  of  improvement  in  God’s 
word,  if,  by  the  requifition  of  any  expla- 
natory articles  whatever,  they  lay  their  lec- 
turers under  a temptation  of  declaring  from 
the  pulpit,  other  dodrines,  than,  what  fuch 
Icdurers  /hall  themfelves  be  perfuaded,  are 
/Iridtly  agreeable  to  the  word  of  God. 
They  /hould  rather  bind  them,  by  the 
ftrongefl  obligations,  to  utter  nothing  except 
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what  they  are  convinced  is  conformable  td 
eternal  truth.  The  advantage  of  fuch  con- 
du(fl  would  foon  difclofe  itfelf,  in  the  im- 
proved underftanding,  and  animated  lan- 
guage of  the  preacher. 

I might  now  therefore  proceed  to  conli- 
der,  firft,  the  reafonable  privileges  of  a fin- 
gle  church,  according  to  the  juft  and  ufual 
acceptation  of  that  term;  and  then  afeend 
to  the  conftdei'ation  of  thofe  conneding 
bonds,  whereby  a number  of  fuch  churches 
may  be  formed  into  one  colledive  whole. 

But  the  conftderation  of  this  fubjed  is 
not  immediately  conneded  with  my  prefent 
purpofe;  which  is  only  to  ftiew,  that  fub-^ 
feription  to  a fyftematical  confeffion  of  faith 
and  dodrine,  expreflive  of  the  fuppofed  fenfe 
of  feripture,  cannot,  with  propriety,  be  in- 
ftfted  upon  from  the  members  of  a clerical 
cftablifhment,  provided  the  avowed  pur- 
pofe of  their  aftbeiation  be,  the  information 
and  improvement  of  themfelves  and  of  their 
fellow  creatures  in  chriftian  knowledge,  and 
in  chriftian  pradice.  And  that  it  would  be 
highly  abfurd  to  confider  fuch  articles,  or 
fuch  fubfeription,  were  the  fociety  to  adopt 
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the  pradice  from  a perfuafion  of  Its  cxpe-*' 
dlency,  as  the  bond  of  union  to  its  mem-* 
bers. 

I (hall  only  beg  leave  to  hint,  that,  if 
the  thirty-nine  articles  of  the  church  of 
England  be  faid  to  form  the  bond  and  cen- 
ter of  union  to  that  mixed  multitude,  who, 
with  the  mod  difcordant  opinions  that  can, 
poflibly  be  conceived,  are  or  have  been  de- 
nominated her  fons,  a controverfialift  on 
this  fubjecfl:  may  deny  the  fad:^.  For,  in 
the  firft  place,  if  every  perfon  who.  by  bap- 
tifm  is  admitted  into  her  communion,  is 
to  be  efteemed  of  that  number,  the  apo- 
dle’s  creed  is  the  prefent  bond  of  union,  as 
that  is  the  real  formulary  into  which  we 
are  all  baptized. 

In  the  next  place,  if  no  perfon  is  inti- 
tled  to  the  appellation  of  a church-of-Eng- 
land-man,  who  has  not  given  an  unequi- 
vocal 

* See  an  admirable  letter,  directed  to  the  alTocIation 
at  the  Feathers,  figned  an  “ Old  Man,”  in  the  London 
Chronicle  of  Auguft  8,  1772,  and  in  the  London 
Evening-poft  of  the  13th  of  the  fame  month j alfo  in 
the  St.  James’s  Chronicle  of  September  17,  following  j 
where  this  idea  is  infilled  on,  though  in  few  words, 
ygt  in  the  moll  mafterly  and  deeiftve  manner. 
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-Tocal  'evidence  of  his  affent  to  the  doftrine 
which  thefe  articles  contain,  our  church 
would  be  in  a manner 'reduced  to  a wilder- 
nefs,  by  th'e  introduction  of  a bond  of  union, 
of  a nature  fo  complicated  and  myfterious, 
as  muft  infallibly  exclude  an  inconceivable 
majority  from  the  rights  of  communion, 
who,  in  other  refpeCts,  might  approve  them- 
felves  ufeful  and  confeientious  members  of 
our  church. 

Could  I therefore  accede  to  the  dean  of 
Gloucefter’s  general  pofition,  I fliould  ftill 
maintain,  that  the  prefen t articles  fliould  be 
utterly  rejected.  A bond  of  union,  which 
is  to  ferve  for  fix  millions  of  people,  fhould 
be  plain  - and  fimple.  No  abfirufe  defini- 
tions fliould  enter  into  its  contexture.  It 
ihould  be  marked  by  a precifion  fuflicient 
to  diferiminate  the  fociety  from  thofe  com- 
munities, which  either  deny  all  revelation, 
or  reject  that  which  we  admit : yet  at  the 
fame  time  fo  general,  as  not  to  exclude 
any  man,  profefiing  faith  in  Chrift,  who, 
approving  our  forms  of  difeipline,  and  mode 
of  worfliip,  is  defirous  of  joining  in  adora- 
tion 
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tion  with  us,  and  \vill  give  fecurity  for  hii 
peaceable  demeanour. 

I own,  were  I prefumptuous. enough  to 
propose  a.  bond  of  religious  union,  in  Dr. 
Trucker’s  fenfe  of  the  expreffioh,  to  this 
great  nation,  I ihould-apprcive  of  that  which, 
in  the  cafe  of  the  dillenting  minilhers,  was 
lately  patronized  by  your  houfe.  Let  us  be 
united  in  a profefiion,  that  ‘‘  the  fcriptureS 
contain  a revelation  of  the  will  of  God, 
and  that  we  are  content  to  take  therii  as  a 
fufficlent  rule  of  faith  and  practice.”  In 
fuch  a cafe,  we  fhall  certainly  all  be  Chris- 
tians: and  as  the  negative  of  the  latter 
part  of  the  aforefaid  declaration,  is  the  funda- 
mental principle  of  that  religious  fociety^ 
from  which  we  profefs,  and  fliould'ever  with, 
to  be  disjoined,  we  thall  alfo  then  be  pro- 
test ant  s.  And  indeed,  we  have  no  claim_  td 
the  title,  of  which  we  occafionally  fo  proudly 
boafl,  unlefs  we  difclaim  the  authority  of 
man  In  religious  matterSj  in  a manner  as 
exprefs,  as  that  in  which  we  now  affert  it. 

From  what  has  been  urged  in  the  pre- 
ceding pageSi  one  point  at  lead,  I think, 
may  be  clearly  proved,  viz.  that  in  order  to 
form  a jud  and  accurate  conception  of  the 
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qiicflion,  which  now  divides  this  nation, 
we  fhould  confider  the  clergy  of  this  king- 
dom, as  a corporation  of  men  intirely  di- 
ftin(fl  from  the  national  church  in  which 
they  minifter,  and  of  which  they  only  form 
an  inconiiderable  part.  The  end  and  de- 
lign  of  thefe  focieties,  their  bonds  of  union, 
their  internal  polity,  their  meafures,  and 
their  refolutions,  are  elfentially  diftinguiih- 
ed  from  each  other,  and  Ihould  not  there- 
fore be  confounded. 

The  abfurdity  of  the  articles,  or  their 
contrariety  with  the  word  of  God,  were 
not  infilled  upon  in  the  late  petition;  and 
this,  becaufe,  as  frequently  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  an  entrance  into  fuch  a controverfy 
would  be  a departure  from  our  proper  quef- 
tion.  Our  adverfaries  indeed  have  often 
endeavoured,  by  their  publications,  to  en- 
gage us  in  fuch  unedifying  difputes.  Nay, 
have  even  called  upon  us  to  give  a confef- 
fionof  our  own.  But,  inftead  of  pointing 
out  thofe  inconfiftencies  which,  alas,  are 
but  too  apparent  in  our  religious  lyflem, 
we  efteem  it  more  conliftent,  as  members 
of  an  eftablifliment,  which  claims  the  name 
of  proteftant,  to  remonllrate  againft  the 
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impofition  of  every  religious  formulary  of 
man’s  device,  explanatory  of  the  words  and 
fenfe  of  fcripture.  And  we  maintain,  as 
the  fundamental  principle  of  the  prefent 
application,  that  the  fecurity  required  of 
every  priefl,  at  the  time  of  ordinatiom  is 
the  only  teft  of  orthodoxy  which  a pro- 
tedant  minifter  ought  to  give,  or  a protef- 
tant  church  can,  with  any  confidency,  de- 
mand. 

There  is  one  point  more  on  which  I 
could  expatiate;  but  your  own  reflections 
will  anticipate  whatever  I can  fay.  I mean 
the  affair  of  academical  fubfcriptions.  The 
univerfity  of  Cambridge  hath,  in  the  ..cafe 
of  the  firft  degree  in  arts,  on  account  of 
the  plea  of  youth,  lately  fubftituted  the 
following  declaration  in  the  room  of  the 
old  fubfcription,  viz.  “ 1 do,  bona  fide, 
declare,  I am  a member  of  the  church  of 
England,  as  by  law  eflabliflied.”  But,  fhould 
not  the  reverend  gentlemen  have  confidered, 
that  many  of  our  youth  are,  by  privilege 
annexed  to  noble  birth,  allowed  to  take  a 
maftcr  of  arts  degree  at  two  years  fianding; 
whereas  the  perfons  they  have  affeCted  to 
relieve,  with  a view  of  fcreening  themfelves 
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from  farliamentary  inquiry,  muft  necefla- 
rlly  rcfde  till  they  have  nearly  complcated 
four  ? Why  fliould  the  bachelors  of  mu/ic, 
of  phyfic,  and  of  law,  be  bound  to  the  an- 
cient formulary,  and  the  bachelor  of  arts 
alone  releafed  ? The  plea  of  danger  to  the 
conftitution  of  the  univerfity,  will  not  avail 
the  opponents  of  Mr.  Tyrwhitt’s  generOus 
propofal.  Such  graduates  will  not  be  inti- 
tied,  by  the  requeued  indulgence,  to  a vote 
in  the  Cambridge  fenate,  or  to  any  autho- 
rity, whicli  may  render  them  formidable  to 
the  church.  Befides,  the  idea  on  which 
the  oppohtion  to  the  feiitiments  of  your 
houfe,  (fo  explicitly  declared  on  tlie  6th  of 
laiL  February,)  is  founded,  is  exceptionable 
and  illiberal  throughout.  Degrees  are  the 
tedimonies  and  rewards  of  literary  merit ; 
and  fliQuld  therefore  lie  open  to  every  fon 
of.fcience,  without  diftincflion  of  party, 
feed,  or  nation.  They  are  eifential  requi- 
fites,  in  many  inflances,  to  the  enjoyment 
of  honours  and  emoluments  in  the  liberal 
profeffions;  but  the  ad:  of  conferring  them 
does  not  of  itfelf  convey  either  emolument 
-or  authority,  except  in  thofe  cafes  w’here  it 
would  be  injurious  to  fociety  to  withhold 
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them.  The  phyiician  indeed  may  pradlife 
under  the  fandtion  of  that  authority,  which 
the  univerfity  affords  ; but  few,  befides  Mr. 
Madan,  will  contend  for  the  propriety  of 
his  fubfcription  to  the  articles  of  our  church. 
And  with  refpedt  to  other  inftances,  from 
which  greater  danger  is  to  be  apprehended, 
it  may  be  obferved,  that  no  degree  what- 
ever will  authorize  the  perfon,  on  whom  it 
is  conferred,  cither  to  minifter  or  to  preach 
in  the  church  of  England,  without  a legal 
ordination.  And,  even  fuppofing  we  were 
to  admit  the  illiberal  idea,  that  the  univer- 
fities  fhould  be  conlidered  as  feminaries  for 
the  education  of  youth,  in  one  particular 
fet  of  dodrinesj  there  is  no  room  for  appre- 
henfion,  that  the  diffenting  interefl  would 
ever  become  dangeroufly  prevalent  in  thofe 
feats  of  learning ; as  every  fellow  of  a col- 
lege, upon  admifhon  to  his  fellowfhip,  fub- 
feribes  a declaration  of  'conformity  to  the 
\vorfhip  of  the  efl:ablifhed  church. 

I will  conclude  with  obferving,  that, 
notwithflanding  the  weight  of  epifcopal  in- 
fluence, very  many  of  the  clergy,  either 
in  w'hole  or  in  part,  have  lately  declared 
themfelves  in  favour  of  our  caufe.  And, 
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notwithftanding  the  diflipated  manners  of 
the  age,  very  many  of  our  countrymen,  of 
every  rank  and  ftation,  appear  intereded  in 
the  fate  of  this  important  queftion.  They 
confider  it  as  a queftion,  which  is  then 
fubmitted  to  the  proper  jurifdidtion,  when 
brought  before  the  great  affembly  of  the 
nation ; and  are  perfuaded,  that  the  peace, 
good  order,  and  improvement  of  the  fo- 
ciety,  will  be  materially  promoted  by  its 
juft  decifion. 

AN  ENGLISHMAN. 

Auguft  3T,  1772. 
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